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TO THE FRiBNOS OF 



RADICAL REFORM. 



Fbllow Covntrymbh, 

To you we dedicate our narrative of the events 
of the last Westminster Election. They have not as yet been re* 
presented is they actually occurred. The newspapers, even thos^ 
whose appearance of impartiality on other subjects might have gtven 
them an air of authenticity on this occasion, notoriously perverted 
,many facts, which though of minor importance individually, formed^ 
when collectively taken, the true character of the Election. Such 
a perversion b not to be charged, generally speaking, upon the Re^ 
porters, who, if left to themselves, would faithfully discharge their 
laborious functions : — ^but it is to be charged to the proprietors of 
the Journals. The leaning of these proprietors to the aristocracy 
and their dependents, and the gross violation of all truth by th6 
Whig conductors of the Morning Chronicle, served to communicate 
to those who were never in iCovent Garden during the Electicni, 
a completely erroneous impression of the scenes there passing : and 
it is natural to believe, that excepting the partial disclosure of facta 
by the conductors of the liberal Sunday papers, and also by those of 
tome of the Provincial papers, who seem to have understood the 
real nature of th« question at issue, there has been a delusion spread 
amongst the people, which still continues to operate perniciously 
to the great interests of the nation, and to the cause of Refbnn. 

The silence of most of the daily Journals, which are usually sup- 
posed to foe devoted to liberal principles, during the whole of the 



tfcree months preyious to the contest, facilitated the misrepresenta^ 
^ons of the party opposed to the people ; and to remedj this defect, 
we have thought it advisable to prefix an account of the proceedings 
connected with the nomination of Mr. Hobhouse. The same desire 
of counteracting the e£Fects of calumnies hitherto uncontradicted, 
has induced us to intersperse the account of the Election with such 
remarks as may serve as a supplement to the partial answers which 
Mr. Hobhouse and Sir Francis Burdett gave on the Hustings, to 
the attacks more particularly levelled against themselves. The ma« 
terials for this exposure of facts have been drawn only from au* 
thentic sources ; and we may safely defy the denial of a single state- 
ment contained in the ensuing pages. The speeches have been 
compiled with the utmost care. Those of Mr. Hobhouse we have 
been enabled to give nearly word for word as they were delivered ; 
a Reporter having been employed at the time for the purpose of ena- 
bling the Committee to circulate such speeches as they might deem 

4 

more peculiarly necessary for the furtherance of their cause» The 
speeches of the Whigs and of their coadjutors, have been given from 
the Morning Chronicle, which we presume to be the fairest mode of 
proceeding which we could adopt. We may with perfect security 
appeal to every spectator of the scene at Covent Garden for the 
truth of every word which accompanies our account of the manner 
in which those speeches were received by the people. The pro- 
pagation of fiction must be superfluous to those whose cause has 
suiSered by delusion alone, and who require no other justification 
than a simple narrative of facts. Wishing success to our mutual 
cause — the cause of all England — the cause of human nature-^ 
We are . 

Your affectionate fellow-labourers, 

the Committee appointed 

to manage the Election 

of Mr. lEIoBHOusB. 

• Westminster, 
July 26, 1819. 
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AN 



AtJTHENTIC NARRATIVE. 



The lamented death of Sir Samuel Romilly occurred on Novem« 
ber 2, 1818| but the circumstance was not generallj known until 
the next day. After the first consternation produced by that dis- 
tressing event had partially subsided, the attention of the Eiectora 
of Westminster was naturally directed to the vacancy in . their repre-^ 
sentationi and the Reformers were solicitous to provide a colleague 
worthy of being seated by the side of Sir Francis Burdett* It was 
generally supposed, that Sir Murray Maxwell, having procured 
^808. votes at the last election, would be proposed by the cour( 
party; and it was conjectured, that . the Whigs also might wish to 
retain the seat they had lately obtained in Westminster. The Re« 
for^Q^s, therefpre, held a meeting on Thurday, the 5th of Novem- 
ber, and, after some consideration, determined that a public meet- 
ing should be convened, as speedily as might be consistent with their 
respect for their deceased representative. In order to secure the* 
tranquillity of the meeting, it was resolved, that Sir Francis Burdett 
should be invited to take the chair: for it had been seen on more* 
than one occasion, that without the interposition of some authority, 
siicfa perhaps as Sir Francis alone for many years has been able to 
Acquire in a large popular assembly, it would be very easy for a few 
designing individuals to interrupt the proceedings, and finally dissolve 
any public meeting. A few partizans of Mr. PauU in 1807» and 
latterly some twenty friends of Mr. Hunt in 1818, had broken up 
an assembly of more than a thousand Electors, and it was, if possi- 
ble, to provide against a similar disturbance, that the Reformers 
agreed to request Sir Francis Burdett to take the chair. This, and* 
this .only, was their motive for writing to him the following letter :-f— 

" Westminster, November 5, 1818.. 

** Sir, — A great public duty has again devolved upon the Elec- 
tors of Westminster. The death of Sir Samuel RomUly, your 
honourable, colleague, which the national grief proclaims, to bo a 
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BatioDal calamity^ is, in no ^int of view more to be deplored, thav 
as it will again expose the Electors of Westminster to the menacea 
of power and the arts of corruption ; the patrons and propagators of 
slavery will unite, and their first effects will be to divide the friends 
of freedom. To provide against so insidious an endeavour, it seema 
that a simple remedy may at once be applied. We are agreed on 
our principles, it remains only to agree upon the person whom it 
may be expedient to choose, as an honourable and efficient advocate 
of those principles. For thb purpose, it lias appeared to the un- 
dersigned absolutely indispensable to consult the opinions of a general 
meeting of their brother electors, as early as may be consistent with 
their feelings of regret for the loss of their latie illustrious representa- 
tive. With the same object, we beg leave to request, that you, Sir, 
id the capacity of an elector of Westminster, will attend, and take 
the chair, at the proposed meeting of your fellow-citizens, who, by 
the experience of many years, are fully able to appreciate the firm 
impartiality with which you have presided over their most important 
deliberations. Difficult, indeed, will it be to select an individual 
qualified to become the coadjutor of Sir Francis Burdett ; but the 
more arduous the task, the more need have we of your assistance, 
and the more eamesdy do we hope, that you will comply with a 
lequisition which we know to accoid with a great majority of your 
constituents and fellow-citizens. 

'' We beg leave to sul&scribe ourselves, 

*^ With the utmost respect," &c. 

This was accompanied by the signatures of about one hund^ 
and fifity electors. 

Sir Francis Buedett accepted the invitation, and notified 
his consent in the following terms : 

« Kirliy Park, .HovemhfT 9, 1818. 

'' Gentlemenr— On my arrival here, I found a numerousW signed 
requisition from the City of Westminster, requesting that f would 
take the Chair at a Meeting intended to be held for the purpose of 
considering what, under the distressing circumstances, in which n 
recent misfortune has placed us, is most advisable to be done. 

** I lose no time in expressing my readiness to accede to the Requi- 
sition, and in assuring tiie Electors of Westminster, that I consider 
it a pleasure, as well as a duty, to obey their call whenever they 
judge nie capable of rendering them any service. 

*' With respect to the caiise, the sad cause, which has created the 
necessity of a fresh struggle for the independency of Westminster, it 
would not be proper for me to say more at present, than that i 
sharci with every honest heart, in the common grief; an e vest so 



Snldofced fdr utiif overwhelmini^ brings home «t tmce to our 
le poignaiit an^^uishr of private affliction/ arid deep seme of poblk' 
a;iamity. uj remain, Gentlemen, 

^' Your njbfit obedient and very htinible servant, 

^'Francis Bukdett.'' 

The public meetiif was then fixed for the 17th of Novendbeff' 
and was annouuced in the usual forms by the following advertise* 
menti--— 

^' WBSTMINgTBIt BLECTION. 

''In consequence oF the much-^lamented death of our faite Repre*. 
amative. Sir Samvel Romillt, a Public Meeting will 
be held at the Crown add Anchor Tavern, Strand, oil Tuesday next^' 
the 17th instant, at Twelve o'dock, 

Sir Francis Burdbtt, Bart in the Chair, 
to consider of a fit and proper Person to be put in Nominatioa to 
represent this City it Parliament. 
November U, ISIS.** 

Bills were p(Mrted> and every means used which might ^ve the greatest, 
possible publicity to the proceeding, and collect, with the utmost, 
fairness, the opiBioiis and wishes of the popular portion of the, 
Electors of Westminster, respecting the person whom they might 
wish to put forward on this important occasion. 

No public notice had as yet been given by any party of the indi- 
vidual whom they might prefer : whether or not the Whigs would 
put a candidate of their own to the test of the meeting, was 
doubtful ; but a paragraph which appeared in the Morning Chro- 
nicle shewed that they were determined to lose no time in putting 
in their caveat against any proceedings emanating from the Re- 
formers, who were now designated as the " extreme faction,** The 
article appeared in that paper on Thursday, November 5th, as 
follows :-— 

** We see with surprise that some of the eager psu'ti^ans of the 
two extreme factions in Westminster , have had the indecency to 
commence a canvas for the representation of the City, though the 
body of the late illustrious Member lies unburied, and though no 
election can take place for more than two months to come. — ^This 
outrage on decorum has produced the effect which it deserves-— it 
has incensed all the libersd and independent electors, whose hearts 
sympathize with the feelings of the family of their departed friend— 
and who know that a proper time will come for selecting a person 
in whose talents and integrity they can have confidence — though they ' 
are well aware that it will be impossible, to fiod the eqCAil of the 
deceased." 
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t The fUA>n««i tumed iheirtttentioo to'Mr. DougWKinnund,- 
the gaidvinan proposed st the last etecbon, and it was generelly 
supposed that he would be the candidate nominated at the public^ 
ueeling; but it was decisively resolved to awidt the decision of the 
public meeljiif, and to abide by that decision. Those gentlemen 
who had been moat actively concerned in conducting the election of 
Sir F. Burdett, determined to give no pretext to the idle clamours 
of those who imputed the nomination of the Reforaters merely. to- 
> junta; they detennined that although the first selection must 
necessarily come from comperatively a small number of electors, 
yet that the selection should at once be submitted to as lai^e a body 
of ih^r fellow citizens as possibly could be collected together, and 
that any other body of electors might have the same opportunity 
with themselves of submitting a candidate of their own for tbo 
choice of the general body. 

It was not until the evening precedii^ the 17th understood that 
Mr. Kinnaird had declined becoming a candidate, and the Reformers 
bad then to consider whom they should propose to the meeting of 
the next day. It was tken vnanimousli/ resolved, that Mr. Hobhouse 
should be the man. No sooner had this resolution been taken, than 
one of the principal persons, the chairman of the late committee, 
communicated the circumstance to Mr. Wishart, the elector gene- 
ally supposed at the head of the Whig interest in Westminster. 
[Tie cause of this communication was the feet that during the period 
I which it was believed Mr. Kinnaird would be the candidate, 
ertain of the leading Whigs in Westminster, but more particularly 
ir. Wishart and Mr. Perry of the Morning Chronicle had declared 
lat if Mr. Hobhouse were proposed, the Whigs wonld not oppose 
im, but that they were resolved to oppose Mr. Kinnaird. This ■ 
ircumstance did not at all weigh with the Reformers ; for had not 
Ir. Kinnaird himself declined, he would certainly have been pro- 
osed ; aud the reason why the Reformers turned immediately to 
Ir. Hobhouse, had no relation whatever to any supposed regard 
r the Whigs for that gentleman. His own conduct at the last 
ection, and his professed political opinions as to the pabamount 
HFOBTANCE qf Reform, were the sole causes of his being se- 
eled for the representation of the city. It was thought, however, 
cpedient and right to inform Mr. Wishart of the choice. That 
ector chose to retract his former opinion, and declared that it was 
» inteution to nominate Lord John Russell. Thb information 
)nvinced the Reformers at once that they should have to fight the 
itde perhaps against the Court and against the Whigs, but cer< 
inly alone and without any help from the purses or the persons of 
le Aristocracy ; they however imputed no blame to the Whigs for 
tetr resolution of attending the public meeting, and propoaiDg their . 



candidate, according to the true spirit of popular elections, to the 
people at large. 

On the sixteenth, late in the evening, Sir Francis Burdett arrived 
in liOndon, bat neither Sir Francis nor Mr. Hobhouse were made 
acquainted with the intention to nominate Mr. Hobhouse until eight 
Vciock on the morning of the public meeting. 

On that morning for the first time appeared a requisition of certain 
electors, asking Sir Murray Maxwell to come forward ; as also the 
answer of that gentleman, accepting the invitation under certain 
conditions. The requisition and the answer were as follows :— • 

"Westminster Vacancy. — ^Those friends of '* Liberty, 
Order, and Virtue United," whose support of the gallant though 
basely used Sir Mvrhay Maxwell, in the late contest, demon- 
strated an anxiety to restore to its former respect the representation 
of this great City, are warned to be upon their guard against the 
tricks of Faction, of Vote- Jobbers, and Jacobins; and to rest in 
perfect confidence, that the unexampled abominations recently per- 
petrated at the hustings in Covent-garden have not so far prevailed 
as to deter the starting, in due season, of a Candidate fitted by old 
JSnglish principles for preserving, instead of pulling down, the vene- 
rable fabrick of the British Constitution — for all measures necessary 
to the success of iivhom there is yet time abundant. 

^ Westminster, Nov. 12, 1818. 

" We, the undersigned Electors of Westmmster, deeply and un- 
feignedly deploring the melancholy event which has occasioned a 
Vacancy in the Representation of this City, are anxious to take the 
earliest opportunity of manifesting the high sense we entertain of 
your public conduct, whether in maintaining the honour and interests 
of Britain on the ocean, or in supporting the genuine principles of 
our invaluable Constitution at home. With this view we beg leave 
earnestly, and with a full confidence of your meeting with the zealou%^ 
support of every Elector desirous of upholding the true interests of 
his country, to request that you will again come forward as a Cast-^ 
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J. Alexander R. W. Bampfield Geo. D'Almaine 
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Cha«. Wm. Hallett 
John Hinchcliff 
John Humphries 
Samuel H^nam . 
Hemy Hennah 
Jas. Jackson 
Robert Joy 
Tbos. Jones 
Robt Low 
John Marshall 
Jas. McDonnell 
John Moore 
Wm. Maude 
J. Mills 
Robt. Mann 
Thos. Maude 
Geo. H. Malme 
Wm. Monkhouse 
To Capt. Sir 
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Joseph Neeld 
Wm. Nurse 
Joseph Nulting 
J. M* Ommanqey 
Wm. Parker 
J, Q. Parker 
Thomas Ponsonby 
J. Rojbins 
Jas. Read 
Wm. Skeate. 
W. Simmons 
P. Storr 
Jas. Sant 
J. T. Setchel 
Alex. Sutherland 
R.' Sparrow 
A.R. Sutherland, m.d. 
Jas. Sutton 
Murray Maxwell, R. N* 



Rabti Tatft 
R. ThooEias and Son 
Jbhd Thomas 
Ridid. Twiningi juQ.< 
J. A. Twining 
John Tlireshfir 
J. M. Thatcher 
John Hy . Taylor 
Alex. TuUoch> 
John WUlock 
Henry Winchester 
Wm. Winchester 
Chas. Webster 
Giles Wakeling 
John Wilson 
Axithony Wagner 



^ ^' 6entlemen-«*The highly flattering invitatjbn you have been 
pleased to honour me widi excites in my mind deep and conflicting 
emotion. 

'^ But a short period o(, time has elapsed sbce^ was contending 
within the liberties of your great city for the distinguished privilege 
in question, against the eminent individual, towards whom,, if any 
feelings of animosity, springing up in the heat of contest, did for a 
moment exist, they must now, with painful contrition, be buried in 
that tomb so mournfully interesting to all the tenderest sympathies 
of humanity. , ^ ^ 

'' Unusual events having attached such general publicity to the 
pretensions on which I then stood forward in Westminister,.! feel 
eiicouraged to accept with confidence your kind solicitation for o^, 
again becoming a Candidate. 

^' Provided, gentlemen, that you and those electors who uphold 
the Constitutional principles on which I stand, should be pleased to 
support me, not sufficiently recovered from tfie serious effects of the 
recent contest to admit contributing either personal or feenniary 
aid in the ensuing Election ; and with sentiments of ii^ite respect 
andesteemi 

'Miiave the honour to be. Gentlemen, 
'^ Your sincerely obliged and faithJFuIIy devoted servant^ 

". MUBRAY MAXWBIiL.* 

'' Jlolmfi Cottage, ^hmond, .N&o. 16, .1S18.'' 
'^ To the Independent Electors of Westnunster, &c» toe. totT 
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Between tirdte and one o'dcNsk die great roeea of the Crowit 
end Anchor Tavern wae neariy filled, aod Mf. Hunt had, as amal,. 
talcea his aeat at the table, aod had commenced a prefatory baranguo 
to the assembly. At one o'clock, Sir Francis Burdett, aceompanied^ 
by Mr. Hobhonse, Mr. Brace, Mr. Gkrke, and abcMit fifty of the 
electora principaUy concerned in the intended nomination entered- 
the foomb At that moment it was not at all known to the assembly^ 
who was to be propose. Mr. Kinnaird'e communication, had not 
been made public. Some thought diat Major Cartwright. would, 
have be^n mentioned, especially as his friend Mr. Clarke, and also 
Mr. Wooler^ were pres^it. Certainly the room was^ open to ali* 
persons, and persons of all parties were present, as appear^ by the- 
subsequent proceedings. Even some of Sir Murray Maxwell'a 
si4>poiters were recc^nized in the troud, which exceeded the num-f 
bers usually present, and amounted^ it is supposed, CO fifteen hundred- 
]iersons.-^Sir Francis Bubdbtt having taken the chair, rose; 
and opened the meetiiq^ 

I '^l^rFBAHcis observed that the puMic advertisement wlneh had • 
brought them together clearly expfeiaed that it wais iit eobsequenee - 
of the recent loss which they had sustained, and- the tiecessityd* 
supidying it The occasion was undoubtedly most importai^ at> 
the same time that the circum^anoes which led to if were aw6d>, 
and distressing* Before, however^ he proceeded to the 'business of ^ 
the day, be thought it right to disclose the contents of a letter 
wUch he had received from a geritlemaa who had cetasiderable' 
claiawr to their favour ; and who would probably have beeo> in the > 
event of his coming personally forward, die object of their choicob. 
The gentleman to. whom he aUuded was Mir. Douglaa Kinnaird, 
who had withdrawn himself entirely, (torn thtir considenrtion as at 
candidate, by a statement which he was requested to communicate 
to them ; mi in whidi Mr. Kinnurd regretted that engi^ememai^ . 
which he felt to be binding on him,. would pfevent his attendance at 
this .meeting, and deprive hini of the opportunity of paying hist 
tribute of respect to the mem<Mry of their lale^ representative, and 
of mixing his own with the -general grief. The letter ^webt on to 
say, that as his name might probably be mentiooed, it was Jns- 
earnest wish to have it made known as early as possible,- that, his; 
duties tovrards the ckiaens of Westminster must be limited, as here* 
tofore, to the character of an elector. Aib, . therefore, (resumed 
Sir. F. Burdett) this gentleman had placed himself out of the' 
question, it was incumbent on them to consider what other person' > 
it might ibe most advisable for diem to nominate, in order to fill up 
the vacanqr left by the :death of their hto lamented representetive* 
It woidd be improper for him^ in the situation which be now held, 
to offer any opinions 4)f his own, withregpud to the penenal j^ali^ 
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Ccations of individuals. 1% was his duty to aitteod to all that might 
be offered, and to collect impartially the sense of the room upon 
every proposition that should be submitted. It was not to be con- 
cealed that they were in a state of some danger ; and of danger 
arising from a circumstance somewhat singular. . The first difficulty 
which they had to surmount was not a want, but a variety of choice. 
Five or six names had already been mentioned to him, each of which 
he had reason to believe belonged to a man of independent and 
unexceptionable character. All appeared to him equally eligible ; 
all had frequently been before the public eye, aiid were, he had not 
the shadow of a doubt, animated with the same spirit, prepared to 
answer the wishes of their constituents by faithfully discharging their 
own duty. They must be cautious, therefore, least the embarrass- 
ment of their wealth itself should turn out to be the source of their 
weakness. (Loud applause,) It might be proper to remind them, 
that they incurred the risk, amidst all this variety, of disunion 
amongst themselves ; and that the probable consequence of this dis- 
union would be, that some Government tool would be forced upon 
them, to the lasting disgrace of Westminster, and to the damping 
of that spirit, and retarding that progress of reform, for which they 
bad so long, and he hoped not ineffectually contended. (Renewed 
applause,) With regard to their late representative, he found it 
impossible to pass over this opportunity of testifying at once his 
grief and his respect. To them, the electors of Westminster, at 
well as to the country at large, the loss which they had sustained waa 
the more unfortunate, inasmuch as it was the loss of a man possess- 
ing the highest abilities and the purest character, at the moment 
which was best calculated to afford scope for the free play of his 
talents and integrity. He had been placed by their suffrages in a 
situation which would have enabled hrm to follow up his own 
enlightened schemes for the public good, without yieldmg to the 
authority of inferior minds, or finding his great exertions checked 
by the influence of party. Of this able and deeply lamented co- 
adjutor, he had been deprived, under circumstances, and at a time, 
when, although for his own honour and credit with posterity, and 
with reference to that measure of good which he had previously 
rendered to his country and to mankind, he had lived long enough^ 
yet, nevertheless, at a time when, although his owii glory was 
sufficiently established, he had it in his power to be of more service 
to the public than perhaps any other man. (Applause.) He had 
died full of honours for himself, leaving his countrymen filled with 
admiration and regret, and a name behind him which never could 
be mentioned without a sigh. (Applause.) In disburdening them* 
selves, however, of their sense of this calamity, so far as to under- 
take the discharge of the duty which bad devolved on them^ it should 
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«till induce Aefm to regard^ with a more scrutiniziog eye^ tbe clainw^ 
of every one who might be proposed to fill up so great a chasm. 
Above all things^ he was desirous of impressing on their minds 
what be had touched upon at the outset of his address — that the 
difficulty consisted not in the paucity of those who were perfectly 
qualified to represent them^ and might probaUy be submitted to 
dieir choice ; but in selecting one from many, all of whom were 
possi^ssed of claims equally satisfactory and indisputable. In the. 
conduct of this selection it was that, miless they should act with 
unanimity, and rally around one individual, they woiild incur the 
hazard, if not the certainty, of a defeat by the influence of Govern- 
ment. (Applause.) Such was his respect for the several individuals 
whose names had been transmitted to him, that he could sincerely 
declare his opinion to be, that if those names were put in a ballot- . 
ipg box, the first that might be drawn would be a very proper 
person to serve as their representative. But as some choice must 
be exercised, their first care should be to preserve unity amongst 
themselves. When one name was adopted, he hoped they would 
all steadily adhere to it, and that the friends of liberty would not 
again suffer themselves to be divided. (Applause.) Their grand- 
and paramount interest on this occasion was to exhibit to tbe vvorld 
a spirit of unanimity,, both with a view to the preservation of their 
own character, and in order to prevent that dreadful evil to which 
disunion would necessarily lead — the debasement of dieir jcity, and 
the triumph p^-^ venal and corrupt administration. (Loud applause*) 
Appealing^ therefore, now to their indulgence, fov^ having so long 
trespassed on their attention, he would proceed with the business of 
the day. ( Great applause.) 

Mr. Bruce observed, his object in now rising was to state, that 
lie knew no man more capable of supplying the loss, and of main- 
taining with energy the same principles, than the gentleman whom 
he was about to nominate. He was known to them all by his active 
and unwearied exertions during the last election, in support of their 
Hon. Chairman, by the talents and promptitude displayed on more 
than one occasion, and by an eloquence which promised to render 
him one of the brightest ornaments of the Senate. After the first 
resolution therefore, which he held in his hand, and which expressed 
in general terms the purpose for which they were then assembled, it 
was his intention to submit a second, proposing John Hobhouse, 
Esq. as a fit and proper person to represent the city of Westminster 
in Farliament. (Applause.) . Nothmg but a sense of public duty,^ 
and he was not ashamed to state, in conjunction with that of private 
friendship, could have induced him to put that gentleman in nomi- 
nation. But it did appear to him, that qualified as he was by literary 
talents^ by generar knowledgei and by zeal for their cause, they 



eouldTnot/ on their part, perferni a greater service to that ctoM than 
bjp giving him their unanimous sappoit* {Long eontiniied applMse.) 
Mr. Thblwall begged it to be kncpit that he Yt9ts not actuated 
by any feeling of hostility to Su- FraUci^ Bardett. When, after a 
lobg absence, an old acquaintance appears once niiore among bis' 
former friends, he maybe excused for adverting to die dircimMtantei* 
nvbich have kept hitn so long out of view. Twerity-one yearfe hid 
now elapsed since he withdrew from public notice, after havings 
fought his way through bands of ruffians who winhed to murder biiti. 
He then made a' resolution not to interfere with political opinions in 
jMiblic, unless he should find himself independent from his proles- 
aionai exertions, or some public emergency should require that life; 
itG«elf was ilot too dear to be laid down in die public service. The^ 
fif^ of dieae contingencies had beenprevented, he believed, by the' 
political feelings which he was known to cherish in private ; and ias' 
t* the second part of the dilemma, he believed that there was at' 
present an emergency which affected every individual ini the nation. 
If we look abroad, what do we see but an illegitimate bond of legi-^ 
tkttScy, wMch links ' allied sovereigns against the freedom of their- 
ptople ? But WhUe we look abroad, let us n^t forget to look at 
home. What do we see but an attempt to establish military poWer > 
I' believe I mtftt not call it military despotison ; that perhaps would- 
be treason, and I do not wish to cfonmiit that crime again. C^ lau^h;) 
The' situation of the country at this moment is of extreme import^' 
ahee. It is a reason why a man who has been sileiit for 21 year» 
should opien Msftouth. ( Sigm of impatiehcej and cries of Stife- 
ijhn.**) If 'be deviated from the question, the Chair would call him 
to order. It was necessary to attend to the state of parties, particu- 
larly in Westminster. They could not have forgotten the proceedings 
at A^ late electidn. llie division of the friends of lifoertjf on UtAV 
occasion had distressed' him more than the loss of Us own liberty 
had done. (Crkiof^* QuesthnJ*) 'itiiese divisions had threatened 
eVen the return of their <dd and faithful representative,' the hoiibur- 
able Chairman^ and the only independent member in the House. 
They obtained, indeed, a gteAt victory ultimately, by returning hiHk ; 
blit the effort was- toO' late, because itf'did not'put mm in his proper 
place, at the head 6( the poll. (Applause^) Let theib now' take' 
care, that the oi^nlzed and drilled band of corruption did nbt rout 
die light infantry of reform. While divided and scattered. It aj^ieared 
td him that the mo^t certain mode of securing su(k;ess would be, 
unaniaMty in favour of a person who would pieidge himself to vote 
against 'the Minister. His own principle was, thiit if we cannot 
have a quartenn, we should take a twopenny loaf rather than starver 
Nothing is political^ desirable but wliat is morally pbssiUe. There- 
fore let us take what vre can get tWe are the rallying pooit' of 
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reform^ to which aU the Bjeforiners through the Idlagdom look fir 
an examfMle. Who can coroperate with us i Ml who hate military 
power ; even Ihe Whigs themselves^ who are trae to ifaeir princffiles. 
if wfi find a man who wiU act up to his prineiples, whatever de^ea 
of reform he pledges himself for, let us aupport hitn« But if we 
have divisions, the. Minister will triumph ; and^ oh ! what a triumph 
^ill that be ! The biscuit^baker of the Minister will reproach us 
for returning a tool of GovernneDl* (Jpplause*) , He would c<hh 
elude with one word of advice. If there is a man who will %ttach 
himeielf to ^ leader of whom he knows notbing, but from whom be 
expects to receive his hire, let him excite divisions/ If there is H 
man who has the love of his country in his hearty and who !• 
anxious for ceform, let him endeavour to preserve unanimity* 
Mr. HoBHOusE now rose and.spoke to this. effect:— r 
Gentlemen,frrrThis morning I received a request from a respect 
table body of the Electors of Westminster to attend the present 
meeting : had I not hcusii^ so invited, I should not have presumed to 
^ here, for I am not an elector^ Such a request, and the resolu* 
tions you have just heard, I can attribute only to those exertional 
bumble indeed, but zealous^ which \ was permitted to add to those 
noble efforts that secured your triumph in the late coot^sat for the 
independence of this great city. The last occudon of our meetwK 
was on the eve of a victory ; we are «ow aa it were following a for 
necal. It was .then much less embarrassing for me to addceis. youc 
^ what I then had to say was on your behalf; I am now to apeak on a 
subject, on which of all others I am the least qualified or inclined ta 
enlarge — oa myself.-t-EleetQrs of WestSBUOSter, you have heard see 
nommated to succeed the great man whom you have just lost ; whet 
teay be the issue of that nomination I will not presume to foretell* 
The cause is your own ; you are the best judges^ and are moai inter 
rested, as to the choice of the person whq is, to be the advocate of 
that cause. A friendly voice from amongst you has asked>, who is 
he ? I nuist answer this question negatively. I am not arlayed in 
the attractiona which belong to many of the candidBtes for popular 
confidence: I am aUied to no great family either by blood, or ooa«« 
■exion : I am the child of nopacty.: I 9m the champion of noindir 
vidual interests. On the other hand, I may add, thafc L am. not 
known to you by any real disqualification. If X have lived hitherto 
in private Ufe, I have been at least saved from the commissioutof any 
of thoae delinquencies, of which, unfortunatiely for England, consists 
the notoriety of the greater part of our public men. Allow me, if 
you wHl, to he young and. inexperienced ; it is surely better that I 
diould be your pupil, than (as would, perhaps, be the case HUth a 
veteran, politician,) you should be my dupe. — I stand here before 
you. Electors, with nothing to recommend me but mj prieciplei* 
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Wimt those principles are^ I must presume to be known to (he 
electors who proposed to nominate me, and indeed to all those with 
whom I had the honour to co-operate during the late election. To 
recapitulate all the articles of my political creed, is more than yott 
would desire or I should think requisite for the present occasion. 
There is one point, however, on which I conceive it to be my duty 
to be explicit, and I would not desire that my silence should obtain 
me a single vote, of which an honest declaration might deprive me. 
Gentlemen, I am (since your notice allows me to give myself a 
name), I am a Reformer ; and when I use that word, I will not 
mince the matter : I will profess myself to alliAle to that Reform^ 
which may at once strike at the root of the evil that threatens the 
dissolution of all our liberties. I trust, Gentlemen, that in declaring 
myself a candidate, I do not infringe upon those principles of 
-election purity which have secured ^e freedom and the triumph 
of Westminster. When the Honourable Chairman was proposed 
by the electors, and carried by them, in 1807> without any personal 
interference of his own, he had already been distinguished for a long 
course of political virtue, which rendered all previous intercourse 
ktween him and his constituents altogether unnecessary; but the 
ease is far different with me. I have not the inordinate vanity to 
Mieve that my name circulated in a handbill, or chalked upon a 
wall, will at once give a key to my character, and bespeak the causer 
which I aspire to defend. It is my intention, therefore, to appear 
upon the hustings, that the electors may there demand of me what* 
line of conduct it is my intention to pursue, should I be placed, by: 
th^ir suffrages, in Parliament; that they may there say to me, — " Mr. 
Hobhouse, what do you propose to do for us, should we return 
you ? what are your opinions on this or that of the great political^ 
questions which so nearly concern all the electors and all the people' 
of England .^ To these, and to any definite questions, I shall think* 
myself bound to give a sincere answer ; for it appears to my judg* 
ment, that the clamour raised against what is called demanding a 
pledge, has no foundation either in theory or in practice. Surely 
every elector has' a right to demand the opinions of any candidate to^ 
whom he proposes to give his vote ; and from the statement of an 
opinion to the delivery of a promise to act upon that opinion, the* 
distance is too small to be observed, except by the eye of casuistry, 
and the difference is too trifling to be acted upon except by a disho- 
nest man. As for the practice, it is resorted to even by the very 
persons from whom the accusation proceeds ; and if every borough 
patron thinks himself entided'to prescribe the conduct, and come to 
the thorough knowledge of the nominee, who is to represent ' his 
influence, shall not the freemen of Westminster demand what 
services tliey are to expect from him who is to represent their rights?; 
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Gent}einen, you muBi do m^ the jiutice to belifvei thdt I am nof 
ignorant of tl^e duties^ of the difficuUies^ of the high office which k 
has been proposed to entrust to my hands ; you must believe ..that I 
know how arduous it will be to fill 9, place before occupied by ilU&s- 
trious men : you roust believe that I feel what is required from one 
who presumes to be the coadj^tor of such a man as your present re* 
presentative--of him who has attained the confidence and good will 
of his fellow-countrymen^ to an extent to wjbich I verily believe, and 
speak it from my heart and my conviction, no other individual has 
ever had the happiness to arrive :— of him who has shewn as that 
public virtue is not a mere dream, nor the patriot one of those ima« 
ginary beings, whose existence must be confined to the fancied re- 
publics of the wise and good. Bt|t his example wKl rather aid than 
discourage me ; and by having before me the living lesson, I may 
the more easily be instnictejd : by seeing what he inf I may know 
what I ought to be. I am fuUy aware that amongst the motives that 
induce me to present myself to your notice, is to be ranked the wish 
to acquire the good will and even the applause of my fellow-citizens. 
I own it, gentlemen — nor does such a desire appear to me. an infir- 
mity to be ridiculed and decried by the world, any more than it is to 
be concealed by myself. Since I co^ld form a rational hope^-nnnce 
my mind first bega,n to. expand itsejf to tlie limits, whatever . they 
may be, which it is allowed to reach, my principal object, at least 
as far as this existence is concerned, h»a been to merit and to obtain 
the approbation of my countrymen. I speak, however, of that fame 
which alone an honest man would covet — which none but honest 
men can confer: I. speak not of that-short lived noisy repute,. which 
begins where a truly valuable name should end, but of that reputa- 
tion which an Englishman more than any man in the world knows 
how to prize— of that reputation which originates and spreads from 
the social circle, and like the . genuine philanthropy defined by the 
poet, although it may, in the end, diffuse itself oyer the world, 
begins, in the first instance, at home. If there be any circumstance 
which diminishes the difficulty of the proposed enterprise, it may 
perhaps be found in the nature of the opposition which the Cpurt 
has prepared against the assertion of your rights. You see, by an 
advertisement in the papers of this morning, that Sir Murray .Max* 
well is again chosen to be the instrument of the ministerial endea- 
vours to convert this great portion of the metropolis, — ^this ypur city 
of Westminster, — ^into a cinque, port — to reduce yon to the degraded 
condition of an Admiralty borough. 1 find Sir^urray Maxji/i'ell openly 
confessing that his purse and his person are in no condition to ad*, 
jnit of his own interference on this second trial. I would not be sup- 
posed to make a mockery of the sickness of any man, least of all of 
that of the gallant Captain : but as he has been honest enough to ^11 uf . 
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hj an imidiofttioii not to be feristtkefi, d»t fiis poctet tee^vti sonijs 
wde shocks in the encoanter wHh di^ Freemen of Wefltminster^ I 
shall as candidly own, that although 1 shall rejoice to hear of hi? 
Iiodilj heakb, it would afford me equal dissatisfaction to be told of 
his pecuniary convalescence. It is not uncharitable to asy, that I 
hope his purse will never recover from a disease incurred by an im-^ 
prudence, to say the least of it, which that gentfeman himself ap^ 
pears now to deplore. We should, however, thadc him for his con- 
fession, as it plainly avows what were the means resorted to by tbia 
candidate to persuade the Electors of the propriety of returmng hiiA 
to Parliament. Without the slightest personal disrespect for that 
gentleman, I must esy^, that it appears to me altogether nnaccount* 
able that a gallant sea officer (for they are aH gallant), one of 
those to whom we look for ther best security of our liberties, should 
allow himself to be made the tool of the vilest and most contemp- 
tible administration that ever ei^ged in the unhallowed project of 
subverting the institutions, breaking down the spirit, and finally 
duM^ii^ ihe character of our free and glorious islanders ; and t^ 
asMiil«tiB|^ them in manners, as well as in laws, to die barracks 
bowed nations of the condnent. His conduct does indeed appear t6 
me ta be. quite incongruous widi bis character; he seems to foi^t 
dwt the hustings is not his quarter-deck ; that he cannot introduce 
dbe discipline of a man of war amongst die Freemen of West- 
minster ; and diat he wea» his uniform at Covent-garden widi about 
as much propriety as one of you, Gendemm, might venture to li^ako 
a Grown and Anchor oradon from the poop of the Captain's owii 
frigate. We have heard much and have profited much by the bra^- 
very ot British seamen, but I do diink, Gendemen, that Sir M; 
Maxwdl IS the boldest of die bold, when he i^n exposes himself 
to the indiguadon of aU the friends of liberty in Westminster, and 
indeed m all England, and modestly requests yon to surrender for h\k 
H8e> benefit, and promotion, a trust which has been for many years 
reposed in hands that have employed it solely for the protection of 
your rights and interests. I trust that his re-appearance will not be 
saluted fa^ any thing harder than words, and diat he will not be spo* 
ken to vrith fltieks Mid atones : he must, however, be told the triitb, 
since he exposes himself to hear it; and I must be permitted to say^ 
ftat although as a gentleman and an officer he should be received 
widi every deference, he is, as a dmdidate for Westmmster, entitled 
to no respect, and, as far as language can correct his intrusion, should 
be treat^ with none. He knows as well as you do, that be is set 
up in opposition to the feelings of a very great majority of the Elec-^ 
tors. He knows as well as you do, the disgracefiil means used to 
fill Ins numbers at the late poll. My situodon amongst you at the 
lale Eleodon brought me acquainted with those scandalous transac-^ 
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tions^ and he shall be told of them at the re-electiou. But I forget, 
it seems, that the Captain himself will not come. I suppose, then,, 
that he will at least send his First Lieutenant to the Hustings*. 
Should you see any such person among you, you will, doubtless^ . 
show every attention to the cloth, but will regard the wearer with, 
just such sentiments as the nature, and motive, and end of bis epter* 
prize may seem to deserve. Nothing, certainly, can be more striking 
than the contrast of the different grounds on which 1 am brought^ 
before you, and of those on which Sir M. Max^wetl appeared, at 
first, and again presumes to stand. He is sent by an odio^is and- 
contemptible Government, to act for that Goverument, aiid against 
you. His opponent will be called for by you, to act for you, and 
against those wicked powerful men, who in fact are the only frienda 
of Revolution to be found in this country. By them. has private- 
confidence been ishaken ; by their spies and informers have all th.^ 
bonds of social life been loosened or destroyed ; the suspicions, the 
fears, the hatreds, which they spread into every circle, and amongst 
all classes, have filled these unfortunate kingdoms vvith discontent,, 
confusion, and dismay. — Yes, Gentlemen, it is now;, if at any time^. 
indispensably necessary that you should do your utmpst to co^nte-> 
ract the encroachments of despotism,, and . infuse a new spirit into 
that once healthy constitution which vicious practices have reducedi 
to the last stages of dec^y.^ The first and best expedient is to choose 
a man who shall fairly represent your opinions, aod speak youc 
wishes. To give effect to your first selection, you should be sure 
that it is founded upon that union which you have beard recom* 
mended from the Chair. If in osy persoa you should suppose that 
the be$t chance of^ resisting thie efforts of power shall be found, I 
shall contribute every exertion to justify your choice : if now, or at 
s^ny time previous* to the contest, I shall ascertain that the struggle 
should be confided to other hands, I shall withdraw, in obedience to 
the only voice that, as a public map, I will ev<er obey, — ^that of the 
people. — Should 1 be elected, I shall be the work of your hands 
alone ;; to you alone shall all my gratitude be due ; for you alone 
will every effort be employed. To you I shall look for support, for 
advice, for admonition, and for orders : for certainly, Getitlemen, if 
a Representative- is not to represent his Constituents ; if he is not to 
.be the organ o£ their injunctions^— his name is misapplied, his office 
bas been hitherto, misunderstood. In your hands I leave the ques- 
tion, and retire from a discussion, during which I could not well be 
present without embarrassing you and distressing, myselfw 

(During this speech, the Electors repeatedly evinced their appro- 
bation by loud applause, and at the conclusion,, the. room resounded 
vith continued peals as Mr. Hobhouse retired.) 

Sir Fbasicis JBuBDETT npw put the first rQSglutio.q, . 
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^' Tlat it 18 the imperative duty of the Electors of Westminster, 
to return to Parliament a man of known integrity, that he may there, 
by the side of our present excellent Representative, support the just 
claims of the people to Parliaments of a short duration, and to a 
full, free, and equal share in the choice of Representatives/' It 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Jenkins proposed W. Cobbett, Esq. as a fit person to 
represent Ihem in parliament. {Great confusioti,) 

Mr. Hunt presented himself, and infinitely i^icreased the con- 
fusion. 

The Chainiiiin observed, that they would save time, as well as 
conduct the business of the day to a beneficial issue, by listening 
with fairness to every gentleman who addressed them ; there would 
otherwise be neither usefulness nor respectability in their public 
meetings* 

Mr. Hunt was still received with every ungrateful noise. He 
hoped it would never go forth that such an assembly had refused to 
hear an Englishman. He thought they ought to have known his 
character too well {Much laughter and cries of** Yes^*) to suppose 
that he could be put down in ten minutes. It had been justly said, 
that their weakne;js was in division. He agreed in that opinion, and 
his object was to prevent division^ His friends had intended to 
propose him, but bis answer was ** No ; if no other man comes 
forward to resist Sir Murray Maxwell, I am at your service ; but if 
any other person, on whom all agree, shall come forward, in God's 
name let me not interfere.** He should speak of Mr. Hobhouse 
with freedom, with liberty ; but he trusted with moderation. Was 
he any relation of Sir Benjamin Hobhouse? {His son.) Was he 
the son of that Sir Benjamin Hobhouse who, at a public dinner in 
that room, had kissed the hand of Lord Holland fi-om veneration to 
Whig principles, and soon afterwards joined the present wicked ad-> 
ministration i Was he the sou of that Sir Ben)amin Hobhouse who 
had been for so many years chairman of Mr. Pitt's committees? 
Was he the son of tliat Sir Benjamin Hobhouse, who had been A 
traitor to the cause of liberty, and gone over to the banners of 
slavery ? Was he the son of that Sir Benjamin Hobhouse, who had 
1,500/. or 2,000/. a year as G>mmissioner of the Nabob of Arcot^ft 
debts ? He wished to ask likewise, what Mr. Hobhouse had been 
doing for die last ten years, and in what respect he had been of 
service to the people of Westminster? He was not desirous of 
visiting the sins of the father on his children, although thb was one 
of the principles of the religion which he professed ; but he thought 
it impossible that Mr. Hobhouse should imite their votes, or satisfy 
their expectations. . A gentleman had proposed Mr. Cobbett, now 
an alien from his native land throiigh the oppressive measlires of the 
Government ; and a man of greater abilities or political honesty 
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they could not elect— (ffisses and groanirlgs.) Mr. Cobbett \vas> 
if they should think proper to support hiip, willing to undertake the 
task of representing their rights and interests in Parliament; and 
for the purpose of bringing that question to issue, be would second 
the nomination. ( Loud disapprobation,) He would take this 0(h 
portunity also of referring to a letter, read by Mr. Cleary on the 
hustings at the last election, and which purported to be a letter from 
Mr. Cobbett, in 1806, in which, speaking of him (Mr. Hunt), be 
was described as a sad fellow, who rode about the country with 
another man's wife, having deserted his own. 

The noise ^nd interruption were at this moment so excessive as 
effectually to stop the progress of the speaker's, explaoatiou. 

Sir F. BuRDBTT entreated a patient hearing. He implored them 
to pay an impartial attention to what fell from every gentleman. It 
Would give him infinite pain to find himself compelled to leave the 
chair, fi^om his inability to maintain the order and decorum of their 
proceedings. ( Applause,) 

Mr. Hunt then resumed. It was not surprising, if, after the viU 
lainous attacks which he had bomei be was now desirous of vindi- 
cating himself from the foulest calumny of them all. Mr. Cobbett 
had declared publicly, through the medium of a Liverpool news-^ 
paper^ that he had never written the letter in question, and that it 
was an entire forgery* 

Mr. Cleart stated that he had the letter in his possession, and 
would produce it before them in half an hour ; and he immediately 
left the room for that purpose. 

Mr. WisHARt, after some observations on the virtues and public 
spirit evinced on so many critical occasions by the House of Bed-* 
ford, proposed as a candidate for their suffrages, the -second son of 
the present Duke, Lord John RusselL The electors of Westmins* 
ler could not forget the interest taken in the maintenance of their 
rights by the late Francis Duke of Bedford ; his personal exertions^ 
or his willing attendance at their meetings^ both there and in Palace-^ 
yard. The present Duke of Bedford had always supported the 
same principles, had always lent his aid to the election of their fa- 
vourite representative, and had, by his contribution to Mr. Hone^ 
and his uniform hostility to a bad Government, been recently de* 
prived of the honour of the Lord Lieutenancy of his native county. 
With respect to I^ord John himself, it was well known that he had 
made a speech in Parliament on the Habeas Corpus Suspension 
Act, equally creditable to his head and his heart. It was proper 
for him, however, to state, that if their choice should appear to in* 
cline in preference to any other individual, Lord John was. deter- 
mined not to impede or interfere with the exercise of it. {Jpplause,) 

Mr« TaSLWALL took this opportunity of sayings that the poli- 

c2 
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Ileal opinions of Mr. HobhoDse*s ancestors conld be no wise pre* 
jodicial to him (Mr. Hobhouse), since it was well known (hat he 
bad been proscribed by his family on account of his independent 
sentiments. {Great applause,) 

Mr. Sturch put a question of order. 

Sir F. BuRDETT explained. The first question was that alluded to 
by Mr. Sturch, namely, whether Mr. Hokj^ouse was a fit person to 
be returned ; the second was the amendment proposing Mr. Cob* 
bett ; and the third was another amendment, proposing Lord John 
Russell. He thought it the fairest way to allow every person to 
propose any candidate he thought proper, and then to put the 
questions seriatim. 

Mr. Sturch acquiesced, although he was not aware till now that 
Mr. Wishart's motion was an amendment. He must take up their 
time for a moment, while he stated that he had had no concern iiv 
calling this meeting. He was desirous that this should be known, 
because, during the last few days, he had received a great nuniber 
of letters, advising him how to act on this occasion. He had b^en 
stopped by people in the street, who wished to know from him whor 
was to be elected. It would appear from this, that some thought 
him al more important man than he really was. {Question.) He' 
wished those who called for the question would ask themselves, 
whether, if they brought forward Mr. Hobhouse, they would fulfil 
the wishes of the electors of Westmipster, and of the nation at 
large ? He maintained that they would not. < {Disapprobation.) 
He did not mean any thing against the talents or principles of Mo 
Hobhouse, because he was ignorant of both. Till Mr. Kinnaird 
came forward, ^Ir. Hobhouse was unknown. He exerted himself 
also for Sir Francis Burdett ; but he opposed Sir Samuel Romilly. 
He would not go the iengtli of Mr. Hunt, in saying that the sins of 
the father should be visited on the son : but he must sav that he had 
seen Mr. Hobhouse's father standing on a table, and making such a 
speech as Mr. Hunt has ascribed to him. He would maintain that 
the feeling of his being an untried man, would operate on the elec- 
tors out of doors; and that if Government brought forward any 
Tory, whether Sir Murray Maxwell or any other person, and Mr. 
Hobhouse were the only candidate opposed to him. Government 
would triumph. He should conclude with one word of advice^ 
He was aware that delays were dangerous ; but precipitation was 
still more dangerous. He therefore recommended that they shoukl 
not come to any decision at present, but allow the electors at least 
a fortnight longer to look out for a proper person. 

Mr. Pitt hoped that the electors of Westminster would act as 
a- body, and not be led away by any set of men. He was as mucb 
against division, as any one could be; and therefore he- proposed/ if 
iliey wished to keep out the Court candidate, that every elector, as 



he quitted the room, should put doAvn his name, in order to foruLa 
broad and expanded committee for the purpose of preventing dis- 
union. Because Mr. Hobhouse comes here and makes a great 
display of talent, we are not to decide that he is the only proper 
person. He did not scruple to say, that the getting up of Mj^ 
Hobhouse was a rank job. 

Sir Francis Burdett wished to know if any other person was 
desirous to address the meeting. {Loud and repeated calls for 
Mr. Wooler,) — Sir Francis said, he was desired by Mr. Wooler to 
state that he was not an elector, and that he had nothing to say oi| 
the question, 

Mr. Gale Jones presented himself on the table, but was 
hooted off without a hearing. 

Sir Francis Burdett again addressed the meeting. Hi& 

friend Mr. Sturch had advised them to pause, and not to come to 

any decision at present. Had he known, before he left the country, 

that he should travel to London for the purpose of deciding that 

nothing should be done, he should certainly have thought that he 

.was going on what was commonly called ^^ a fool's errand." What 

reason had they to delay ? The object they had to consider txus 

not merely the election of a Candidate for Westminster ; no, the 

object was the support of those principles for which he and they^ 

for a period of twenty-five years, had been contending. Mr. Sturch 

had been seconded in his advice of delay by Mr. Pitt, 1;vho had re^ 

commended the appointment of a committee on an extended priur 

ciple. This, plan, which is said to have the support of union for its 

object, is the very plan which tb^ enemies of union would adopt 

(Applause.) One principle which had been adverted to in the dis* 

cijssions of this day^ reminded him of the fable, iji which a hungry 

wolf, wishing to devour a lamb, and having no pretext for quarrelling 

with the innocent creature itself, very conveniently remembered that 

the parent of the lamb had once offended him. (Loud applause.) 

He could conceive no greater pledge for political integrity, thau 

that a man of Mr. Hobhouse's warm heart-H" CAair, chair, from 

Mr., Hunt)i He was bound to state such remarks as a sense of 

dufy dictated. With regard to Mr. Hobhouse, he repeated, that 

no greater pledge of principle could be given, than, that a man of 

tender feelings and warm heart should renounce the connexion and 

iurase the displeasures of his family. To. start obstacles, and to do 

nothing to obviate them^ was not to do service to the cause. His 

youth, which had r been objected to, wouldJmprove. There was no 

risk .of disappointment in^tbat. But there was no risk of his disap^ 

pointing them as to the* principles he had avowed there that day^ 

and on a former occasion^ It had beeu asked what he had been 

.doing for the last ten years. He, was, as every young man ought to 

be, i^dabJy employed in improving his own mind. Froon thaj^ 
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pursuit he had been caHed to offer himself for a situattoh i^hicfa he 
could not have expected; for it was only by a most unforfuoate 
calamity that it was put within his reach. In cultivating his mind 
he had not cultivated a steril soil. It had produced fruits to be 
judged of by Europe. He'Xvas not, therefore, unknown; and if he 
were, in tbese days of tergiversation, treachery, and intrigue, it was 
no small praise not to be known for combinations agsiinst the people, 
(Jpplause.) A gentleman had remarked, that we had no other 
motive for returning him but the eloquent speech he made. That 
Was not a bad motive. The man who was to be their voice in an- 
other place should be qualified to speak eloquently. Let none 
assert that there were no proofs of his talents. Both his pen and his 
tongue had proved his talents, and he would dare always to main- 
tain the prmciples which he had avowed. The pretensions of 
Mr. Hobhouse M'ere not small ; on pretensions alone he was equal 
to any that could be named. He knew but one individual superior 
in pretensions to Mr. Hobhouse, and that was Major CartwrighC. 
It was not an invidious comparison that influenced him, but he felt 
for various reasons that it was impossible to carry Major Cartwright. 
(Great aj^plame.) His admiration for him, for bis excellent cha- 
racter, and for his unswerving exertions for the liberty of England 
and of Europe, was strong and unalterable. There was also 
Mr. Fawkes, of Yorkshire ; and there was Sir Charles Wolseley, a 
Baronet, whom he rejoiced to see advocating the people's part, for 
there were not many of them (of the baronetage) who took this turn. 
Of liord John Russell they knew hot so much as of Mr. Hobhouse; 
but that Englishman'sheart must be coM when the name of Russell, 
Sydney, and of Hampden ceased to operate as a charm. (Applame.) 
It had been asked if any had heard Lord John Russell's speech on 
the suspension. He had heard it, and paid to it at the time his tri- 
bute of applause and thanks. He had only one observation to make 
respecting Liord John Russell — he was already in the House of 
Commons. (Applause^ However highly be estimated the cha^ 
racter of Francis Duke of Bedford, and however willingly he paid 
homage to the present Duke, be thought it better to send another to 
the House to fight by the side of Lord John Russell. {Applause.) 
The Committee had been accused of dictating. What was every 
body's business was nobody's. The committee had no power or 
reward ; they had nothing but the labouring oar. They could do 
nothing without their approbation ; and but for them there would 
have been no meeting to-day. They suffered in their purses as well 
as in their persons. This he knew; for he saw their accounts* 
Who then were the usurping Junta ? What power had they got ? 
They had been blamed at the last election for doing nothing, Those 
charges were ludicrous and absurd. They were to pause in coming 
1Q ^ dewioQ^ because b^ supposed they were so few ! although the 
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largest room in the Kingdom was crammed even in the passages. 
In God's name, let them be decisive. He should say little of 
Mr. Cobbett^ because as be had vi^'ritten against him he might be 
supposed to have angry feelings respecting him. He bad none. 
He had always read his itvritings with much gratification, and he re- 
gretted much that the country was deprived of his talents in support 
of public principles, by, he would say, the oppression and infamy 
of the Government, which forced bim into another country. (Great 
applause,) Mr. Hobhouse would willingly have surrendered his 
ambition to Mr. Kinnaird, if he had stood forward, and would have 
been most active to promote his success. Mr. Hobhouse was now 
proposed for their choice. If he forsook the principles he professed, 
shame attached to him ; but they had acted consistently in supporting 
a man who avowed the principles which they all adopted, and which 
they were anxious to render every where triumphant. They were 
old enough to judge for themselves ; and he hoped they would not 
separate till they adopted decisive measures. {Jpptame.) 

[Mr. Cobbett's letter, which Mr. Hunt had stated to be a forgery^ 
was now produced. — Sir F. Burdett said, he believed it to be Mr. 
Cobbett's hand-writing. — Mr. Hunt pronounced it a forgery. — Sir 
F. Burdett said, that -Mr. deary's eye must then have been deceived 
by it, as his would have been, and Mr. Hunt had nothing further 
to do with the question, which rested entirely between Mr. Cobbett 
and Mr. Wright, formerly the editor of his Register.] 

Mr. Cobbett being put as the amendment of the nomination, 
about six hands were seen in different parts of the room. The next 
resolution, 

/' That John Hobhouse, Esq. from bis known talents and cha- 
racter, is a fit and proper person to represent the City of West* 
minster in Parliament," was carried by a large, if not universal show 
of hands. Lord John Russell had very few. 

Sir Francis Bur0£TT said, he hoped that every t>ne would be 
satisfied with the impartiality of his conduct, although his private 
feelings were particularly engaged. As to Lord John Russell, be waa 
satisfied that many of his friends had declined to show their hands for 
him, knowing that he would not come forward to divide them^ 
That was the reason that so few hands had been shown for him. 
Mr. Hobhouse was chosen by an immense majority. 

Mr. Hunt. — I declare that Mr. Hobhouse had an immense ma<* 
jority. if he could finally gain his election, he had not the least 
objection, and he should not stand in bis way. He requested hid 
friends, if there were any, to do every thing in their power to sup* 
port Mr. Hobhouse. 
. The third resolution, 

'' That a Committee^ with power to add to their nooibery he vom 
appointed^ to carry the above Resolutions into effect^ and to take the 
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necessary iiieasures to secure the retam of Mr. Hobhouse," was 
carried unanimously. Thanks were then voted to the Chair^ when 

Sir F. Bo RDETT said lie had the honour of returning his best thanks, 
and of expressing his gratification that he had been able to conduct 
the meeting in a manner, he trusted, satisfactory to all parties* 
(Great applause.) 

The Meeting, which was excessively crowded duriag the whole 
time, broke up a quarter before five." 

Such was the dose of this meeting: and, apparently, nothing 
could be more satisfactory than the whole of the proceedings. The 
cause of freedom and Reform were now, it seemed, in a At condi* 
tiou to contend against the ministerial influence in Westminster. 
The Beformers started with a single candidate, for it was distinctly 
understood, that Mr. Wishart jtiad declared, that he should submit 
his nomination to' the meeting with the intention of withdrawing it, 
if not supported by the majority. Even Mr. Hunt seemed inclined 
to promote the unanimity of the meeting, and promised his support 
to Mr. Hobhouse. Major Caxtwright's friends did not interfere. 
On the contrary, they supported the. nomination of Mr. Hobhouse, 
and Mr. Wooler was subsequently, by his own consent, placed upon 
the general committee. 

. According to the resolution of the public .meeting, a committee 
was immediately formed, to carry into effect the deteroiination of 
the Electors, and, having assembled, they 
JResolved unanimously,—* 

" I. That since the year 1 807^ when the Electors of Westmin- 
ster took upon themsdves to elect their Representatives,' they have 
thrice returned Sir Francis BuI^oett, and twice returned Lord 
CoGHRAME to Parliament, on independent principles; free from 
all expense whatsoever,* to either of them. 

''II. That this Committee will use its utmost exertions towards 
fulfiibog the expectations of the Electors, in their endeavour to re- 
turn Mr. Hobhouse, on the same independent principles, free 
from all expense to him. 

** HI. Tliat many Electors having expressed a wish that the 
mast public declaration possible should be made by Mr. Hob- 
house; and Mr. Hobhouse having not only made a declaration 
at the public Meetings of a perfect coincidence of opinion respecting 
Parliamentary Reform, but also, that ' he should think it no deser^ 
' tion of the Purity of Election as practised in Westminster, if he 
'should come to the Hustiiigs^, there to repeat that declaration, and 
' to answer the questions of the Electors.' This Committee, id 
conformity to the wishes of the Electors, feel themselves bound oa 
this .occasion, to promote theiris and Mr. Hobhouse's desire. 
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*^ IV. That to enable this Comminee to 'carry into full effect tbie 
instractions they have reoeived from the public meetii^, it will be 
necessary that every friend of liberty should not only use his personal 
exertions to promote the return of Mr. Hobhousr, but that he 
shodid also consider it his bounden duty to contribute towards the 
expenses which must necessarily be incurred. 

^< Samuel BROOKS; Chairman. 

*^ Subscriptions received by Mr. Brooks^ 110, .Strand; Mr. 
Robinson, 99, Dean Street, Soho; Edward Langfey, Esq. 17^ 
Edgeware Road ; and Mr. King, 22, Charing Cross." 

They also transmitted the following letter to Mr. Hobhouse:— 

"Tuesday,' November 17, I81S. 

'^ Sir, — I am directed by the Committee appointed at the public 
Meeting of the Electors of Westminster, hpld at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, this day^ to announce to you the 
following Resolution, passed at that Meeting by an immense ma- 
jority. 

" Resolved, ' That John Hobhouse, Esq. frpm his known 
' talents and character, is a fit and proper person to represent the: 
' City of Westminster in Parliament.' 

^' 1 am further directed to assure you, that the most prompt and 
vigorous measures will be pursued to carry into effect the wishes of 
the Electors above expressed, to secure your Return to Parliamentj 
for the City and liberty of Westminster. 

'^ I have tlie honour to be. Sir, 

" Your most obedient Servant, 

'^Samuel Brooks, Chairman. 

''Join Hobhouse^ Esq." 
' To'this Mr. Hobhouse returned the folio wii^ answer: — 

*' 43, Clarges Street, Wednesday, November 18, 1818. 

. ''Sir, — I am. favoured with the communication, which, in the 
name of th^ Committee appointed to carjry into effect the Resolutioii 
passed at the public Meeting of the Electors of Westminster, you 
have been good enough to transnut to me this morniqg.. I hope. I 
shall prove myself worthy of their preference, and of, the zealous in- 
terest, which, you Sir! and the Committee are pleased to take in 
my behalf. I beg leave to inclose an Address to the Electors, to 
be circulated as you think proper. ^ 

"I am happy to bear that immediate steps have been taken to 
insure the object in view; and I wish to state,; that I am in readi- 
ness to receive any such directions as the Committee may think ser- 
viceable to our mutual cause. Previously to any other communica- 
tion, I hope I may be excused for explicitly stating; that I presume 
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iiaai tbe Eleetion is to be candaoted.upmi tbe ancieDt principles, and 
that excepting the legal ezpcoses atteDciiog the Hustings, I shall be 
indemnified from all pecuniary sacrifices. I am independent, both 
from my circnmstances and from my moderate wishes : but I have 
no possible means of engaging in an Election contested upon the 
present corrupt system, or indeed upon any other plan, than that 
which has been adopted by the Westminster Electors, since the 
year 1807. 

*^ With respectful Compliments to the Committee, 

** I remain, Sir, 
'^ Your obedient humble servant, 

^' John Hpbhouse. 
'^ Samuel Brooks, Esq. 

'^ Chaimutn of the C&mmUtee appoinied td 

ikt pubUe Meetwg qf the Blecton qf 

fVegtmnulert ^^ ^ '^ Crown and 
. Jinchor Tavern," 

The Committee piiblished the letter to Mr. Hobhouse, and his 
answer, chiefly' for the purpose of shewing to the Electors, that the 
nomination of that gentleman was to be supported on the pure prin- 
ciples which had ever distinguished the Westminster Reformers. 
They also published a letter received from Mr. Douglas Kinnaird, 
who had opened the subscription, by transmitting 100/. 

" Clarges Street, November 19, 1818. 
*\ Dear Sir,^— I beg yoii will receive the inclosed draft for One 
Hundred Pounds, towards defraying the necessary and lawful ex* 
penses of retumii^ to Parliament, a Representative of the City of 
fVestminsteTf pledged to use his best exertions towards effecting a 
Radical Reform of the Commons* Home of Parliament. If 
any thing could have increased my hearty sympathy with my Brother 
Electors, co-operating for this end, it is that their choice has been 
directed to Mr. Hobhouse, to whose integrity, and to whose ta- 
lents, no cause, however sacred, may not with confidence be com- 
mitted. 

'' It will afford me much satisfaction to contribute any services 
which yoii may be pleased to think, that I, as an Elector of West- 
minster, can render to the Cause in which you are engaged, as I 
should have the additional gratification Of satisfying the claims of 
private friendship whilst discfaargkig a public duty. 

'^ I have the honour to be, 
" Dear Sir, 
'* Your very obedient servant, 
" Douglas Kinnairp. 
"S. Brooks, Esq. 

^ChamMUH^ the Committee appointed b^ 

. the Electors i^Wigtmimterf to conduct 

the EUcti$n qfJohn Hobhoute, Etq.** 
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In consequence of a mkUike in the report of Sir Francis Burdeif a 
speech, Mr. Hobfaouse thought it necessary to address a letter to 
the editors of several of the daily papers^ respecting an alleged se« 
paration between himself and his father; and Sir Francis Burdett, a 
few days afterwards, transmitted a letter on the same subject to the 
editor of The Times. 

" TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNINO CHRONICLE. 

*^ Sir, — I observe by the report of the speeches made at the 
Crown and Anchor on Tuesday last, that the defence kindly under- 
taken for me by a gentleman whom I have not the honour to know, 
was founded on a sort of domestic martyrdom^ to which, thank 
God ! I have no pretensions. I have to observe, that there must 
be also some error in the. report of the words used by Sir Francis 
Burdett, who has occasionally honoured my father's house with hir 
presence, and who knows that house to be my only home. 

'' Considering the character of Sir Benjamin Hobhouse, an es- 
trangement from my family would be not only a misfortune, but a 
disgrace to me ; and I own, that if there be any circumstance at all 
tending to diminish the satisfaction arising from the nomination of 
last Tuesday, it is that of my having been the innocent occasion of 
exposing to unfriendly comments a name, which I am bound by all 
the ties of duty and affection to honour and revere. 

'^ Whatever political difference exists between a father and a.son^ 
their opinions may still have only one tendency — the honour and 
prosperity of the countiy to which they both belong. Futurity alone 
can decide which of the two has been mistaken the least. But an 
undeniable proof of the dignity of their object, and the sincerity of 
their opinions, is always afforded, when, in spite of that difference, 
the father preserves the same indulgence for the son, and the son the 
same veneration for the father. I may, without improperly intrud- 
ing a private fact upon public notice, safely assert this to be the case 
in the present instance. 

" I am, Sir, 

'^ Your obedient servant, 

'' John Hobhovse. 
" 43, Clargei Street, Nao. 19." 

<' TO THE EDITOR 07 THE TIMES. 

ft Sir, — A mistake having gone forth in your generally judged 
impartial and widely circulated paper, in its report of the proceed- 
ings at the late Westminster Meeting, you will, I am certein, allow 
me to correct it. I am reported to have stated to the meeting, that 
Mr. Hobhouse had renounced his family, and to have. approved 
such renunciation: now, Sir, I beg leave to say, that had Mr. 
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Hobhouse renounced his family, I should have been one of the first 
persons to renounce him; for I am no admirer of the morality which 
neglects immediate to fulfil remote duties, nor of the philosophy 
iK'hich teaches men to love the Chinese and not their neighbours, 
any more than of the philanthropy which excludes love of our 
country, or the patriotism which excludes love of our family. It is, 
on the contrary^ because Mr. Hobhouse is warmly attached, to his 
family, because I believe him to be a dutiful son, an affectionate 
brother, a sincere and generous friend, that I also believe he will 
prove a faithful trustee for the public, an undaunted advocate for 
truth and justice. 

" My statement, Sir, was, that warmly as Mr. Hobhouse was 
attached to his family, he would not allow even those feelings im- 
properly to interfere with his public principles and duty ; and this 
was a pledge of his sincerity, 8cc. I might have safely added, that 
the liberality of his father was never likely to put him to the painful 
necessity of choosing between his public and private duties, or of 
disturbing the harmony which so happily subsists in the whole 
family. 

'' I will just observe, I am not surprised that reporters should 
frequently make mistakes ; I am surprised, considering the difficulty 
of the task, that they are so frequently correct. I should be sorry 
to be supposed to impute any blame ; but the fact and my own sen- 
timents being so opposite to the statement, I thought it important 
not to remain so misunderstood. 

" I remain. Sir, 
'' Your most obedient, &c. 

" F. BURDETr. 
**Kirhy Park, 'Nov. 20, 1818." 

On the Monday after the . nomination, the following Address 
to the Electors of Westminster appeared in all the public papers, 
and was likewise dispersed by hand-bills, under the direction of the 
Committee: — 



f\TP TH£;INI>£PBND£NT ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 

"43, ClargeS'Street, Wednesday, November 18, 1818. 

*l Gentlemen,— I have received with gratitude and pride the in- 
ielligence^of my having been nominated at a Public Meeting of 
the Electors of Westminster, as a fit person to represent this City in 
ParliaoEieiit. With additional satisfaction I learn, that the requisite 
iiieasives for carrymg the Resolution of that Meeting into effect 
Iwve beea already adopted, .and that preparations for an immedMitQ 
canvas have been provided in the different parishes. 
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^^Tlie Reformers are united: the disadvantages^ therefore^ under 
%vhich they commenced their last struggle, no longer exist. I flatter 
myself, indeed, that I shall receive the support of every friend of 
freedom, i^'hatever may be his political creed, as to the best mode 
of redressing our grievances. With the accomplishment of your 
first wish, a cordial union among yourselves, the victory is more 
than half achieved. * Nothing can impede the exertions of all the 
truly independent Electors. They will know their real adherents, 
and so far from dreading concealed enemies, the^ wilt feel they 
have many well wishers amongst the unwilling ranks of their oppo- 
nents. United^ the issue of their contest cannot be doubtful. 
Their duty is easy- They will tell their brother Electors, to bcf 
true to those principles of Reform, which are derided and decried 
by the heartless slaves of power, but which the triumphant practice 
of Westminster has shewn to be not only safe but salutary. 

" Electors of Westminster ! — ^You will not leave incomplete the 
exertions and the success of your last struggle — You will not dis- 
franchise one half of your great City, nor convert the suffrages o£ 
freemen into the instruments of despotism. 

** As to myself, Gentlemen, you may be assured that I shall be 
found at the post which your preference has permitted me to oc- 
cupy. It mighty I am well aware, be much better filled ; but I 
shelter myself behind your selection, and the dignity of the cause 
may add some importance to the advocate. 

'^ I trust, that, previous to the contest, opportunities will be de- 
vised, by which I may increase the acquaintance I have had the 
happiness to form wit^ a large body of the Electors. 

'^ I will never retreat whilst you shall encourage me to proceed : 
and should I be returned to Parliament by the unbought votes of 
the Electors of Westminster, I will contribute all the means in my 
power towards the accomplishment of the purposes for which £ 
conceive the trust will be placed in my hands. 

'^ I am. Gentlemen, your faithful servant, 

** John Hobhouse.*'^ 

The Committee appointed, at thp public meeting of the Electors 
on the 17th, by this time amounted to nearly 350 ; and this Com- 
mittee, as usual, appointed a Managing Committee consisting of 
five persons, to whom the executive part was confided. 

On Friday, November 27, the Committee received from Sir 
Francis Burdett the following letter :-^ 

" Kirhy Park, Nov. 26, 1818. 
** Dear Sir,-^ beg teave to: transmit a dnvft fot 1000/. for the 
expenses of Mr. Hobhouse's Election, and t<y 'state to the Coin* 

f • '1 



so 

nrittee my readiness to attend them in any way tbey tnay think useful, 
for securing the Independence of Westminster. 

^I remain^ Dear Sir, yours very sincerelyi 

''FftANClS BUROETT. 

" Mr. S. Brooks, 
fif Ckdifinan ^the Westminster Committee** 

This communication was immediately published and distributed 
in the different oarishes. The Electors recognized the usual muni- 
ficence of their representative, and were still further encouraged by 
seeing that Sir Francis Burdett had resolved to lend his powerful 
personal aid in the threatened contestwith Sir Murray Maxwell. 

In pursuance of the resolution of the Committee, and of the 
wishes of Mr. Hobhouse, public meetings were called in the se- 
veral parishes, for the purpose of bringing the candidate acquainted 
with the Electors ; and of conforming, in every respect, to the truly 
popular spirit which had prevailed in conducting all the Westminster 
elections since the triumph of Reform in Westminster, in 1807. 
The first meeting held was at the Gun Tavern, Pimlico, where a* 
very numerous and respectable portion of the Electors of the out 
ward of St. George's Parish assembled, and appointed a committee 
to promote the nomination. — ^This was on Thursday, November S6^ 
On the following day, the Electors of the Pansh of St. James met 
for the same purpose at the Brewer-street assembly rooms. A si- 
milar meeting was convened on Monday, November 30, in the 
Parish of St. Anne ; and on the following day in^the Parish of St. 
Paul, Covent Garden. The meeting of the Parish of Ctement Danes 
took place on December the 7th, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern 
in the Strand ; and the Parishioners of St. Martin's asembled at the 
Fives Court in St. MartinVstreet, on the following day. The 
Parbh of St. George met the next day. On the 14th the Electors 
of the united Parishes of St. Margaret and St. John assembled. A 
second meeting took place in Pimlico, on Monday, December ^1 ; 
and a second meeting of the Parish of St. James, on the 4th of 
January. Mr. Hobhouse was present, and addressed the Electors 
at each of these meetings. 

The Resolutions passed at each of these meetings were m unison 
with those of the Crown and Anchor, as may be seen by those passed 
by the united Parishioners of St. Clement Danes and St. Mary le 
Strand, in the following terms : — 

•*At a Public Meeting of ike Inhabitants of these Parishes, Friends of 
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, held at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, on Monday, December 7, 1818« 

MR. THOMAS PBOUT IN THR GHAIE, 

** It.was resolved uoanimoualy, 
** I. That^ includiQg the mmnorable year 1807; when the Inde- 
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pendeoce of Westminster was first asserted and triumphantly viddi« 
Gated, the Electors of this City have, on four occoihm, in returning 
Representatives to Parliament, by their free and unbiassed Votes^ set 
a great and glorious example to their Fellow Qountrymen and to the 
whole world ; by which they have practically refuted the calumnies 
of those who deny the ability of the people to manage their own 
affairs; and by which they have also proved, thaty even under the 
present system of corruption and terrorism, Purity of Election ii 
compatible only with extensive suffrage, 

*' II. That, suffering in common with those of our countrymen, 
who are entirely unrepresented — beneath an enormous and intokrablef 
burthen of Taxation, which has been imposed for the support of 
despotism abroad, and prevention of Reform at home, this Meet* 
ing is convinced that it is particularly incumbent upon the Electors 
of Westminster, at the present period, to manifest their unaltered 
sense of tlie necessity of a Radical Reform of Parliament, by 
again returning as their Representative, one who is competent and 
willing to exert himself to the utmost for the attainment of that all*- 
important object. 

*^ m. That this Meeting, therefore, most cordially concurs in the 
Resolutions passed at the-iSeBeral Meeting of Electors on the 17tb 
November last :-^^ That it is the imperative duty of the Elector^ > 
of Westminster to return to Parliament, a man of known integrity, 
that he may there, by the side of our present excellent Represen* 
tative, support the just claims of the people to Parliaments of a 
short duration, and to a Full, Free, and Equal Share in the choice 
of Representatives;** and ** that John Hobhouse, Esq. from hii 
known talents and character, is a fit and proper person to Repieseot 
the City of Westminster in Parliament;" and that it will use evei;y 
fair, honest, open and legal means to insure his return. 

'^ IV. That this Meeting thoroughly detests the mean arts, resorted 
to at the last Election by the supporters of Sir Murray Maxwell^ 
and thus distinctly expresses its abhorrence of their base practices in 
the employment of influence, threats, bribery, and perjury, and 
will, on all future occasions, use its utmost endeavours to e^pQsci 
and punish their iniquitous attempts to pervert the Elective Fran- 
chise of the Inhabitants of this great City, into a mere instnimenl pf 
upholding an extravagant, corrupt, and oppressive system of msf 
government. 

*^ y. That a Committee be now appointed for these Parishes to 
carry the above Resolutions^ into effect, with power to add tQ their 
number. 

/' VI. That subscriptions be entered into to defray the expenses of 
this Electiooi and books be uow opened for that purpose/' 
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In oddition to theae meetingfl public dinoers Were likewise given 
to Mr. Hobhouse by the Electors of the sever^il parishes. At that, 
to which he and Sir Francis Burdett were invited by the three 
parishes of St. George, St. Anne's, and St. James, 250 Electors 
dined together at the great room at the Crown and Anchor Tavern.- 
Thus, no means were omitted by which the Electors might have an 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with their candidate, and of 
forming a judgment, as to the propriety of supporting the nomi- 
nation of the 17th of November. 

The effects of this activity on the part of the Reformers were 
seen in the conduct of the Whig and Tory parties. 

Mr. Wisbart did not persevere in the nomination of Lord John 
Russell, and in the Independent Whig of Sunday, November 29» 
it was announced from authority, that that Nobleman did not intend 
to come forward. The Whigs, however, seemed to wish for an oc- 
casion of quarrelling with the nomination. On Thursday, Novem- 
ber 26, appeared in tboa Chronicle, a letter addressed to Mr. Hob- 
bouse, which sufficiently spoke their feelingis. 

<< TO JOHN UOBHOUSS, ESQ. 

London, Nov, 23. 
• ♦^ Sir— I have read your Address to the Electors of Westminster of 
flie 18th instanty and feel great satisfaction in learning that the Re- 
formers are united ; and that this miraculous union takes place for 
the purpose of supporting your pretensions, as they are termed, to 
succeed Sir Samuel Romiliy- as Representative of that City. As I 
wish to deal plainly with you, I request to be informed what you 
mean by the phrase, " The Reformers are united f* Is it because 
Major Cartwrigbt and Mr. Hunt cease to be Candidates ? or am I 
tb cotisider you to be the organ of that respectabje and numerous' 
body of men who are friends to the Constitution ; and, though so- 
licitous and eager for the Reform of the House of Commons, are 
so, because they look upon such Reform as their best security for ar 
good and national Government ? 

^' It is essential to your success, that the people of Westminster 
should know your real opinions. The Whigs are accused by their 
enemies of resorting to general terms upon the question of Reform $* 
is I suppose- you are no Whig, you will not fieiU into their errors. 
I call upon you then to declare, openly and explicitly, in a public^ 
address, whether you are. or are not friendly to the doctrine of 
Annual Parliaments and Universal Suffi^ge ? Will you, or will you 
not, vote for that proposition, when Sir Francis Burdett venturear 
once more to make that motion in the House of Conimoris ? Is* 
that the Radical Reform which Mr. Kinnaird states you are pledged 
to effect, and, to further which, he is' kind enough to sribscribe* 
100/. i As an Elector of Westminster*, I call upon you to say yes 



t>r no to these questions. Do not come among u^, wearing false 
eolours. Do not be ashamed of the crown of martyrdom. Let 
the Electors who have free votes to give, know the real sentiments 
of the volunteer candidate. Cease to deal in general terms ; declare 
your creed; and when you have done your duty, in scorning dis^ 
guises^ and tearing off your mask, the Electors of* Westminster wili 
do theirs, and the sooner the poll commences, the better. 

" An Elector of Westminster*" . 

4 

• * , I 

To this letter, Mr. Hobhouse made no reply; Indeed none was 
tiecessary; for that gentleman's opinions as to Reform, were to be 
found io his conformity with the resolution of the Electors at the 
Oown and Anchor Tavern, on November 17, which had selected 
him as a fit person to advocate the ^usT claims of the PeoplIk 
TO Parliaments of a short duration, and to a full, 

FREE, AND EQUAL SHARE IN THE CHOICE OF RePRESEN* 
TATIVES. 

The Morning Chronicle for some time afterwards confined itself 
to faking no notice whatever of the nomination of Mr. Hobhouse. 

Such of the opposition whe were thought not immediately con* 
nected with the Whigs, were applied to by the Committee, for as-r 
sistance ; hut a civil refusal of co-operation was the general reply. 
This was the. case with respect to Sir Robert Wilson, whose answer 
was such as- to induce the Committee to come to a resolution, ; ^^ to 
hold no farther communication with that gentleman." Sir Robert 
having been introduced to the Borough chiefly , through Sir Fi 
Burdett and the Westminster Reformas, his neutrality was a de- 
cided evictee of the general feeling of the Whigs, with whom he 
bad lately associated, and a candidate from that party was daily ex^ 
fleeted.' In effect, in the. Morning Chronicle of Thursday, Decem«> 
10, appeared a paragraph, stating: that ^^for two days there had 
bem a rumour; that ^ candidate would be started on those princi- 
ples 'of rational Reform^ which had recommended Sir Samuel 
Romtliy to the Electors." It soon appeared, that the Whigs had 
-some intention of starting young Mr. Samuel Whitbread; and the 
•Honorable Henry Grey Beimet was exceedingly active . in taking 
measures, preparatory to the nomination of this- gentleman. But, 
after a meeting or two had been held for this purpose,' the intention 
was drof^ed^ and the Chronicle relapsed into its former silence, so 
that tboQgb the present attack was dropped, it was quite clear that 
the Whigs resolved to keep the ground open for themselves, and not 
W committed to any public acquiescence in the nomination of Mr. 
Hobhouse. : . . . * 

The same silence was observed in all the proceedings of the party 
M.lbe various Fox Club dinners held at that period, to celebrate the 
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■lemofy of that stateamaii. Not a siDgle t0itt ahowed, dint tb« 
Whigs lecollected there was any conleBt goiog oYi in Westmiiister ; . 
nor, did they deigo to give the least sign^ that they preferred the Re* 
former to the last candidate. Indeed, at the Newcastle Fox Club 
cbuier. Lord Grey and Mr. Lambton opened their aqciistomed fire 
opon the Radical Reformers. The latter used these words : — ** I 
urill say, that these Radical Reformers, these advocates of Annual 
Parlknients, and Universal Sitfinge, with the word liberty in their 
mouths, and Popular Rights inscribed on their banners, have done 
more to contribute to the increase of slavery, and to the facility 
which the ministers found in suspencfing the most important of one 
rigfats, than ever could have been effected by the united powers of cor* 
ruptbttand despotism. AssociATiNowiTHTHfi lowest of thi 
Rabble, and calling together in mockery of solemn deliberatioQ> 
those only whose passions had been excited by the pressure of 
penury and distress, and who were thus rendered incapably of 
calmly considering the ends they had in view, and the means by 
whkh they were instructed to obtain their object, they taught the 
people to distrust all public men— to place their faiths not on those^ 
whose principles had been regularly and laithfidly cherished from one 
generation to another, and whose great stake in the counltry afforded 
the sorest gaurantee, that they coidd only he employed for the peb^ 
lie good ; but, on themselves, who could only rise bjf tumult and 

riot to the unnatural elevation that they sought. The lale 

eleetiona have however shown diose brawling, ignorant^ but with 
chieffous quacks, that the true people of Engbnd hold no comuMfc* 
nion with them ; that they consider their cause and interests, and 
those of these demagogues, are wholly incompatible ; th»t (be proe^ 
perity of the latter must entail adversity and suffering on the former; 
and that their doctrines and view3 are espoaed to universal derisioB 
and abhorrence."* 

Two or three of the whippers-in of the party^ were eager thi^t 
aome one should be started in opposition to Mr. HobhoMse,f and 
their anxiety wa& increased by an event whkh had been for souk 
time foreseen.; but which was. not announced to the public until the 
] dth of January. This was the retreat of Sir Muriay Maxweil. 
Hie preparations made by the Reformers, and the general determi- 
nation prevalent in Westminster, to resist the candidate excluded at 
the. last Election, had convinced the court party, that even with the 
ceftaia sacrifice of a monstrous sum of mon^, and the employmaDt 
of the whole government influence. Sir Murray Maxwell would sttfl 
have had a very doubtful chance of obtaining a seat. Several of the 
Electors engaged for Sir Murray at the last Election^ had been too 

* Newcastle Chronicle, Saturday, January 9. 

t It came to the knewMga of tbo ConMntUoe, tbat Mr* BsoulMn had said I 
<< if tktre va$ not another man in tlu UH/rldf we would not hme Hoffhmi.** 
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nwti 0iit of iMMket to ODBMnl to fre^h foifeftvom^ lutMEIiiA g{>vQto- 
vent ^d ool ohuae to engage id a dtrcel coatest for ao admiriJ^' 
mombor at tb? v^ outset of the aesaioa of ParUament It ap«- 
|iiaai9i tiiat Sir Murraj MaxweU thought himadf aggrieved^ for the 
tone ki which he tooh leave of hia friefida was not that of satisiactioo 
and content ; it was as follows*- 

''To HbHJKY WlNGHSSTfiH, Eag. AND THE ExEOTOBS Of 
W^STVUm^TEK, WHO Sl^N«I| THE R£ij|UISIT10N. 

" 18, Bolton-Slrcet, Jan. 11, 1919. 

'' Gentlemen, — ^The conditions upon which I ventured to accept 
the highly gratifying requisition, vvhich you did me the honour of 
addresaiag to nie last Moveinbery will be in your recollection. 

*^ The moment of contest is fest approaching, without the fulfiloaeot 
of those conditions in the degree which would hold out a reasonable 
prospect of success. 

** I am therefore reluctantly compelled to withdraw froBi the proud 
situation in which that requisition had placed me, and have now only 
to e^tpress my sense of the kindness which led to so flattering, a dis- 
tinction. 

** I cannot refrain from taking this opportunity of repeating ipy 
grateful thanks for the genejous support which yourselves, and |t 
laree body of Electors, extended to me at the late Election. 

^1 beg leave to subscribe myself with sentiments of the i^ost de- 
vout gratitude and attachment. 

''Your very sincerely obliged and most faithful servant 

" Murray Maxwj&lu** 

Jt was now ' supposed by i|iany, that Mr. Hobhouse would wulk 
over th# course ; but no notioe whatever was taken in the MonuQg. 
^jSbronicle of the victory already atchieved over the court party; a 
circumstance which, together with the silence of all the Whig meet- 
11^^ and the attack on the Reformers at the Newcastle diniier^ left 
it not in the leaM doubtful what line the Whigf were de^roup to 
pursue. 

Aa ypt Aere was no intimation th^t (here would be any divisioo 
amongst the Reformers themselves. 

The first notice, that aome effort might be made to bring forward 
Major Cartwright, was given in Mr. Wooler's Paper of Wednesdayj 
f eb. 3* The Black Dwarf addressed a letter to Mr. Hobhouse, 
telling him, that he might purchase immortality at a cheap rate, by 
proposing the Major himself, and withdrawing his claims in favor x>f 
the Veteran Reformer. The Black Dwarf pointed out to Mr. 
Hojl^houaap. that .by so doiogi he would acquire a name 

*" "Above allOfftah! aiK»va att Ummimt r 

^ ©2 



' As Mfr Hobhonse made no rq[>Iy to the Black Dwarf, it in pnv* 
bdble that he considered that the question should in decency be left < 
entirely to the Electors ; and, that it had already been partially settled 
by the very insignificant number of votes given to the Major during 
the three days on which his liame stood on the poll, at the Election 
in 1818. 

Tlie first preparations made for the Election were made by the 
,H]^h Bailiff of Westminstei*, who was willing to secure himself by' 
law against the eij^penses of erecting hustings, and who requested 
Mr. Bennet to bring a Bill into the House of Commons to that 
effect, or rather to renew the old Bill, which threw those expenses 
on the candidates. 

The following very able statements of the true merits of the case; 
appeared in the Statesman newspaper : — 

" The High Bailif of Westmimter. [ 

^^ A Bill is now before the House of Commons, to enable the' 
High Bailiff of Westminster to charge any person who may become, 
a Candidate to represent that City in Parliament, with the expenses] 
for building the Hustings, for Poll Clerks, and for various other 
matters connected with the execution of the king's writ. 

''This is the third time such a Bill has been brought into the . 
Ilobse. It was first passed into an Act in the 51 Geo. III. — ^it 
expired on the 1st of August 1813, and was re-enacted 5dGeo.ItI/ 
-»it finally expired on the 1st of the present month, and it is now, 
proposed to renew it for a longer period. 

''The first Act was made on the recommendation of a Committee 
of the House of Commons, the report from which was ordered. to 
be printed on the 11th June 1811, and will be found in the 20th 
volume of Cobbetfs Parliamentary Debates — ^App. (e) p. Ixvi. 

" The Committee say the average emoluments of the High Bailiff^ 
are wholly madequate to the expenses of a contested Election. 

" ' That the least exceptionable, and perhaps the most constitu* 
tional way, Avould be to assess the parishes at a fixed sum to defray 
the expenses ; yet that for want of time and information^ they re-, 
commend a Bill to be passed, charging the expenses on Candidates, 
provided the Bill be made to, continue for two years only.' 

^' When the Act was renewed, it was still from want of time and, 
information. 

' " But now it is to be passed as a mere matter of course, without 
debate, and without inquiry. 

" The House, it should seem, had some doubts as to the propriety 
of fining a man a thousand pounds for becoming a Candidate to' 
represent the people; for it concurred with the Committee, and^ 
passed an Act to continue for two yeafrs only^ on-th6 ground that it 
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^BS better to take tbe money out of the pocket of Che would-be 
iRepresentativei than out of the pocket of the High Bailitf ; it seemis 
rto have considered a fine upon those who became Candidates of less 
iimportance than the trouble of inquiry to enable it to do justice ; 
this was the opinion of the House in 181 1^ but it held out an ex- 
pectation, that once within two years^ time would be found for the 
inquiry, when justice would be done. No time couid, however, be 
found before the General Election in 181^. At that Election there 
•were no Candidates ; the people nominated Sir Francis Burdett and 
,Lord Cochrane/ and; as it was generally understood there would 
>be. no opposition, a temporary erection instead of the usiial Hust* 
iugs was put up, and Sir Francis Burdett and Lord Cochrane were 
•returned on the spot. The High Bailiff brought his action for a 
moiety of the expense against Lord Cochrane, and, in consequence 
of the defence being ill managed, he obtained a verdict. He then 
saed Sir Francis Burdett, aud was nonsuited. 

** In 1814, the High Bailiff petitioned the House of Commoife 
.for a remuneration of what he called his losses, occasioned by exe- 
•€uting the king's writ. — ^The High Efailiff states those losses at 
.12094/. lOs. 2d. ** making," as he says, '* no deduction for the 
original purchase*money of 4000/. or for life insurance thereon." > 
t ^^ By the High Bailiff's account, printed by order of the House 
of Commons, on the ^Oth April 18 18, it appears — 
'^ That from the time when he purchased the office in [806 to 1816, 

a period of 10 years, be received in virtue of his office, exclusive 

of Elections . • «£'.7,l65 

f* That he paid what he calls ^ rent to the Dean 
ti and Chapter of 150/. per annum, which for 10 

years makes . , «£. 1,500 

** And to his Deputy for salary 105/. per year 1 ,050 

2,550 



" Ten years profit . • . 4,615 
/' But he says he has sustained a loss by the Elections 
of upwards of 2,000/.; in his former account he 
states the exact amount to be . . . ^ » . • . 2,094 10 2 



*' Making his actual clear gain in 10 years . . 2,520 9 10 

^' Wl^n the High Bailiff first applied to Parliament, he stated 

that he had purchased the office for 4000/. — that of this sum 3000/. 

was giveki to his predecessor to induce him to resign, and he gave 

«1000/. to the Dean and Chapter for appointing him, and he also 

agreed to pay to tlie Dean and Chapter 150/. a year, so long as be 

Retained t^e office, which was conferred upon him for life, 

'^ This bargain and sale between the High Bailiff and the Deaft 
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mi Cbaplet- was a eomtpt notmimoct lo puMionty istD tks pbctels 
^ both Ibe parties ; for the ooiisidenitioii was sol the ^' wliips and 
stfajw '* wbich the Bailiff might laj his hands mpon, and wbidk in 
foriaei^ lifnes might be a sufficient iremuneraticm for his Iroofale na 
Bailtf ; but it was, as the Bailiff himself tells us, 4lie advantage he was 
lo make id executing the King's wril^ '^ he Uciced prindpaUy to the 
Xl^etianifor a recompeme," and this recompense was estimated an 
high, thnt be could ^ord to give 4000i. down, and 150/. a year tot 
bis appointment. But how was any enn^lument to arise from exv- 
Cttting the King's writ? The Committee in their first report sa^, 
he is by virtue of his office the Sheriff; and how was the Sheriff H^ 
obtain eaaolument frcnn caking ike Election of Members to serve in 
Parliament? The answer is, in one way, and m nne way only-^*^ 
namely, by making cbaiges on the CandidaleB, which he had no rigist 
to make, by fining them «t his good pleasure— «by insbtuttng a new 
qualification, beyond what the law required-— 'by, in fact^ eilcating 
a sum of money from Candidates and pttttiag il into hi* pokrkei, and 
itt^ this nefarious truisaction the Dean and Chapiter pnrticipnind. 
That this was tbe case was fuUy proved^ when, on the %M of Fe- 
bruary 1808, the first action brought by tlie High Baitiff aganttt 
^ir Francis Burdett was tried. 

The items in die High Bailiff's bill amonated to £. 1,507 

And he brought his action against Sir Francis 
Burdett, for what was called his proportion of 
that sura. The items were 17 in number, 14 
of wbich were struck out by the Judge, they 
amounted to ... • « » *919 19 ^ 

Three only were allowed, amonnting to • . • SSt 10 

And this explains at once what. the High Bailiff alluded to, wi^n he 
said he lopked for his remuneration to the Elections. 

<' When the High Bailiff made his bargain with the Dean and 
Chapter, he calculated, and so did they too, on the continuance of 
the corrupt practice which then prevailed ; to this practice they had 
no objection, it put money into the pockeU of all of them ; and 
this was all they cared for^ The Bailiff purchased, aa he thought, 
a lucraiive office ; and had it continued to be lucralive, be would 
very quietly have put the lucre into his pocket, and we should have 
beard no cpmplaints ; he would not have come with the money in 
his band a^d said. Gentlemen, hert h sl hif e profit nud«, which 
my conscience will not allow me to pocket : no, no ! he would faaie 
been very contented to keep the monqr, and very sileiit as to the 
amount. It has not however turned out to be qiite ao hasrative a 



* Some of those Items, wimft the JaiJhe refoSBed t6 adldt, ^ere by tHie A^ 
Mk tlitt QickBsiliff abtidnsd, altovai4 ta teclaaesd. 



39 

job to he expected ; Imt being realolvect that it shall be ao, he oblaiis 
ibe consent (tf the Prince RegeDt^ and then makes a claim on tiie 
exhausted purse of the people for 800/» expenses, incurred by him 
in the Election of IS 12; and this sum was granted to hiin in ibe 
Committee of Supply, on the 17th of March 1818; but upon its 
being reported, the further consideration was deferred from time to 
time, and tbe Bliiliff did not get the money. The payment of 8001. 
as the forerunner of another demand^ was a little too much, eve» 
tor a House of Commons coostttuted as the present House is ; and 
lo the matter was shuffled off, and expired with the Parliament. 
Ute BaiKfiF purchased the situation with all the contii^ents to whidi 
it was liable ; if he made a bad speculation it was his own fault ; 
and as he would have pocketed the pr<^t, so he diottid put up wkh 
the loss. 

** There is, however, another point for consideration; die Coifih 
mUtee say, that as Sheriff, the Bailiff is compelled to take the Poll ; 
but it does not seem to have occurred to them, that there was a 
wide difibnence t>etween him and all other Sheriffs. When a mati 
is appointed Sheriff, be mast either serve the office or pay a heavy 
ftie ; here the Sheriff buys the office for a sum of money.* Wheo 
a man once accepts the office of Sheriff, he tnost serve for a year ; 
here he buys the office for life. — When the Sheriff receives the 
King^s writ to c«t«e a toember to be elected, he nouist see that the 
vnit is executed— he has no excuse ; here tbe Sheriff is not bound 
- to execute the writ, he can at once resq^n his office, and leave his 
masters to execute the writ themselves. In all diese respects the 
BaiKff for We^minster diffisrs from the Sheriff, but there are also 
some other matmai circumstances in this case,^ — the Bailiff is die 
servant of the Dean and Chapter, and, as such, is not compelled 
by any law to incur loss on their account, and if he voluntarily 
un^take the rbk, it is a matter wholly between themsdves, widi 
which neiUier the public nor the Candidates at an Electbn haive 
any thing to do. 

'^ The Committee seem to have travelled out of their way in this 
business, and the Rouse seems to have followed them blindfolded. 
Had no Act been iiiflfde, aiid had tbe High Bailiff resigned his 
situation in consequence, the Dean and Chapter, or die Lord Righ 
Steward, Or his Deput)), must have tak^n the poll themselv^, and^ 
if thej thought it worth the trotible, they would have been the Pe- 
titioners instead of the H^h Bailiff: a Committee might then have 
been appointed, and inquiry instituted, as to their tenure. It nlig^ 
then have been ascertained how the Election was taken, atWl Vf 
whom it was taken, before any hustings wiere built. It tti^bf^ 
perhaps, have come out that the GniMhall of the City) which wib 
a very few yeai^ ago destroyed, waft like die Guildhall of the City ^ 
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^liotfidoDy'the pfopef place to take; the Eleetioik ]n> and that die 
Dean and Cfaapter, who, with the Lord High Steward^ his Deputy, 
the Bailiff and his Deputy^ and the 1^ Burgesses or AldermeD, 
cdnstituting a kind of Corporation, were, bound to take the Election 
Mfithout expense to any body-^as is done in the City of London ' 
«nd many other places. — It might have . come out that some part 
of the immense revenues of the Dean and Chapter (and the 
▼alue of their property is said to exceed 60,0(X)/. per annum) was 
applicable, and had formerly been applied to this . purpose* It 
is incumbent on the House to make those inquiries before it 
again enacts either that individuals who may become Candidates, 
or the parishes, shall be mulcted in a large sum ,of money .-^ 
If upon these inquiries it should be found that the Electors have 
no right to a Guildhall — that the Dean and Chapter, in whom 
•the' civil as well as the ecclesiastical government resides, have no 
income applicable to this object, and ought not to take the Election 
at their own expense, then no one would surely complain of a rate 
being levied to provide a proper place to take the Election, and to 
pay persons for the time consumed in doing the nece^ary business 
which the Election might occasion. 

*' The points for the considetation of the House of Commons 
are — • 

^^ 1. The impropriety of compelling a Candidate unnecessarily 
to pay a large sum of money, and thus make him purchase tlie seat. 

" 2* Inquiry as to the compulsion of the Dean and Chapter to 
take the Election at their own expense. 

'^ 3. In the event of the Dean and Chapter not being obliged to 
talce the Election at their own expense-r»*tben the propriety of mal^« 
ing the parishes provide the means. 

^^ Until these matters have been fully inquired into, and disposed 
«f, it is gross injustice to compel any one to pay the alleged losses 
unstained by the servant of the Dean and Chapter, because he has 
made a bad bargain with his masters/' 

" High Bailiff' of Westmimter. 

'^ WESTMINSTER HUSTINGS* \ 

. ^'.This subject, of such vital importance to the freedom of 
.Election, seems to be very imperfectly understood. The parties 
Jwhose pecuniary interests are the n^ost deeply, because the most 
permanently, affected by the Bill which has just passed the House 
of Commons, have, with the usual craft of their order, contrived 
to keep themselves out of sight. They have put forward their 
servaut, who.m it has been the fashion of late, and only of late, to 
.call the High Bailiff of Westminster, and in his person another 
^covert attj^mpt is macle to dip the rapacious fingers of the priesthoofi 
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iiito* the pockets of- the. people : . ta him it ia proposed to * gke^ an 
emolument in consideration, of the supposed expenses and losses he 
lias to sustain.: — This will enable them to extort a greater sum from 
the next officer than they were able to- obtain from the. present one» 

'' It is not necessary to show, that if the expense of the hustings 
and poll clerks, &c. is to be borne by the Member returned^ it is in 
effect' a purchase of the seat: nor that if the expense be to bie 
shared by all the Candidates^ successful or not, it will operate to 
prevent the opportunity of choice ; nor that if Candidates only are 
to pay, then those who may be nominated and voted for, who may 
be absent, or who may refuse to become Candidates- (for votes, if 
tendered, for any person whatever, must be taken) cannot be charged 
with any part, and the whole will be unjustly demanded of the 
Candidates present. To levy a rate upon the inhabitants for the 
jfexpress purpose w<>uld bo the most proper course, provided there 
is nobody whose duty it is to take the Election in obedience to th^ 
King's writ, or who holds emolument on such condition. 

*^ At the time when the payment of the expenses of the hustings, 
2lc. was first resisted, a search was made in the record office, and 
into some old Acts of Parliament, not generally known ; but the 
investigation could not and cannot be carried to a sufficient extent 
but by a Parliamentary CommitXee, having power to examine papers 
and persons. The resultS| however^ as they appeared on that inquiry, 
were-— 

'' 1. That the Dean and Chapter of Westminster had received, 
.from time ta time, grants from the Crown of great estates, and 
manors, upon condition of performing certain duties, and necessarily 
those attendant upon their respective lordships. 

^* 2. That the Dean and Chapter are the Lords of the Manor 
of Westminster. 

*^ 3. That their manorial rights, like most others, imply duties tp 
he performed. 

I <' 4. That the Lords of the Manor, or their Bailiff, or servant, 
is bound to execute the King's writ. 

\ " 5. That the officer called the High Bailiff was unknown to the 
law by that name till some very late"*^ Acts, in which his vulgar title 
was improperly used instead of his kgal one. 

'' 6. That he was and is the menial servant of the Dean and 

Chapter, and was always styled ' the Bailiff of the Dean and 

-Chapter of fVestmimter, within the liberty of the said Dean and 

'Chapter,' not the Bailiff, or High Bailiff of Westminster, and was 

uppointed and paid by them. 

> « The Bailiff is Kcogiused as m Officer ia the Acts erecting tfae Conrt of Re- 
.qaests for .the recovery of small debts, and receive coniiderable emolumenti 
'Uk^refrotn; ' - • 



<' 7. That ii gnmt Was tiAd^ to the D^sia ^tfd €baptit 6f ^11 A« 
fines, forfeitures, and confiseatiotis, and other royalties of the 
Croyim, arising ' within the liberty of the said D^an and Chapter/ 
^ivhieh grant was daimed by them, afewyeats ago, in the Exchequer, 
wd was admitted by the then Attorney-General, the JTather of the 
|iresent Marquis Camtfen. 

^ B. That the Dean and Chapter do not, in terms, sell or let out 
to htm the qffice of fheir Bailiff.— The law Bays^ * the Bailiwick 
shall not be put out to fann.' 

^ 9. That they do however sell to an^ gentletnan who can be 
^uHed with the high sounding title with which their servant has lately 
been dignified, the emolnmeuts arising from the grant last metitioned ; 
and One of the conditions of the sale is, that he shall be theit 
B A I L 1 F^ and their returning officer. 

" 10. That the Bailiff, mlgo Hig^ Bailiff, does ctaim, and ha^ 
iieteived, ftie fines, forfeitures, and confiscations, under the said 
grant, within ' the Rbertyofthe Mid Dean and Chapter* 

^'11. Diat such sale is a mere fraadalent evasion of the law: 
for in seVing the emohmients of dieir Bailiwick, diey are, in faet, 
aellit^ or ' putting out to farm their Bailiwiick,* contrary to laW. 

'^ li2. That this corrupt and illegal bargain and sale was, ft ap- 
fMiarS) attended with actual fraud on the purchaser, as k was 
represented to indude^A^^^ fhovits to be made on the Elections, 
which could only be made, and never were made, but by false ana 
^ttdnlent charges on Candidates, who inadvertemly paid them. 

*' 18. That the greater part of the items of these thai^es were 
attnaHy struck oUt even by Lord Ellenborough, on the trial * Morris 
<7. Burdett,' though he had shown himself more than sufficiently 
fiiendly to the general charge itself. 

'' 14. That it is these very charges so struck out which, among 
mhers equally illegal, the present BiH seeks to impose by law. 

** Is it then too much to ask for delay, and for that inouiry wfarcfa 
had been repeatedly promised, before Parliament again le^state in 
a question so impNortant to the ri^its of a large body of Electors, 
and which, if carried, as it is proposed, win be so detrimental to the 
Freedom oF Election ^'' 

The Bill was hurried through Parfiament with gWeal expedition. 
The Electors petitioned agamst it as follows :— 

•* T(^ f*e Ltifds Spiritml md Tmpcrat, in Parliament assembted. 
The hufnhle Petition of theundtfrdgned Meciors ^WeUmimter. 
Showeth, 

Tbat your Petitioners have Imtm that a Bffl » vow under cbn- 
by yotxr Lordships^ to renew an Act passed in the S\%t 
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jfCMT tf Im pteBtM Majeirtyi ibStiiled^ '' All A«( to txixiA trtift 
amend an Act .of the 18tb year of the reigiii of his hte Ma|MI5r 
King Geo. 11. touching the £lectioas of KnightB of the Shire to 
service hi Parliament fot Etigltod, respecting the evpemes of Hiui^ 
ifigs and t'oU Clerks, to far as regards the City of WestminMer.'^ 

'* That the late Act of the 5l6t of the Kii^ was proposed at th^ 
ioiititatiott tt the Bailitf of ihe Bean and Chapter of Westmins^ef, 
atid was avowedly passed as a teinporaty Act tipon the spur of aft 
occasion which WM said not to allow time to obtain the ntforaaMiofti 
necessary to ground a perujaneift uvtAftttft. 

*< Hiat the said Act was in the iBd of the King again proposed 
itp^n the like solicitation^ and on the like pretence^ of want of time 
and iflfomiation, aHhough two years bad passed ovct wkliout any 
hiqairy, was again passed as a temporary uieasat«, wbidi expired oil 
ffae Ist day of the present year. 

^ That eigjht years have now passed awiqr witfiout any «mm)ft 
haling been made by Ihe said BaSm, or die said Dean and Chapter, 
lo induce either your Lordshi|>s, or the other House of ParlhimeBt, 
fo institute such inquiry and mvestigtflion as nrighl deterasine Piir^ 
liamefit to ^come to aoine permtinent legistetite tteasura in rehrtMi 
ttfereto. 

** That the said Act is of gretft eonseiqpienee to your Petitioners,^ 
us Electors of Westtninster, as it tends to viblute the freedom of 
EtectioD; by Kmiting the choice of Representatives lopertwns wiHiUK 
to expend large sums of money for the chance of being returned. 

** That your Petitioners have Ihe fuUesI confidence that your 
Lordships win feel that the said Bailiff of the Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster, and the 6aid Dean and Chapter, have had ample op- 
portuni^ afforded them, if they could have made out any case upon 
which they could have justly called for any permanent legisbitive 
measure. 

^*^ Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Lordships 
win not again, upon such solicitation, aiid upon such pretence, pass 
a third temporary measure without making a full investigation oti 
the subject*^ 

Mr. Henry Hunt also petitioned agaiut it. 

On Sunday, Jftnuaff SI, Mr. Hunt addressed the filectorainttte 
Observer Newspaper, and promised to find a candidafte to oppNOse 
Mr. Hobhouse. It is probtible, that had not die High Badiff^a 
Bill passed, Mr. Hunt would have proposed himself. He seems ta 
Imve forgotten, that on withdrawing Mr. Cobbett, he had said, ht 
rimM support Mr. Hobhoose. 

On Fitdby, February the dih, Mr. Brougham moved the new 
iwrit for Westminster. He did not accompany his motion wifli the 
aiegy iHiieh had of hte jtm, mee the death of the Duke tff 
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fB^Atori', been cifstpibary ifi aodcihg the' decease of distiagiiiabed 
-mediben of Psvliament 

* The Coroipittee for managing Mr, Hobhouse's Election now 
Jhought it their duty, previously to the nomination at the Hustings, 
again to consult the feeUngs of the Electors at large. Mr. Hob* 
Jiouse had repeatedly seen the Electors at the different parishes : it 
.was now proposed, that he should meet the Reformers once more 
jn a body* For this purpose, a general meeting was called. The 
^•ame opportunity was taken for the Committee to submit, to those 
who had appointed them,, an account of their proceedings, accom- 
fpanied by a genersd review of the conduct and the principles of the 
Westminster Reformers, since the great stru^le in 1807- The 
meeting was advertised for Tuesday, February the 9th. The pro- 

iFBSSED OBJECT OF THE MeETINO, WAS TO FEOMOTE THE 

BETURN OF Me. Hobhouse; but, this object was not allowed 
^o operate to the prejudice of free discussion. On the contrary, 
^several individuals attended the meeting, and made every preparation 
/or opposing Mr. Hobhouse. The Committee, who called 
^THE Meeting, had obviously a bight to procure any 
(Chairman they thought fit ; but they had no other, object in 

requesting Sir Francis Burdett to take the chair, than the securii^ 
,the triinquillity of theassembly. At the door of the Crown and Anchor 
^Tavern, and even in the room itself, however, persons were employed 

to' distribute small bills, with these, words printed upon them ;^- 

*' CITIZENS OF WESTMINSTER, 

"choose this day 
" A^ IMP ARTI4L CHAIRMAN, 

And call upon Sir Francis Burdett to explain the extraordinary as- 
sertion, that he made at the last meeting ; namely, ' That it was 
impossible to return the venerable Major Cartwright as a repre^- 
fentativefor the City of Westminster. * 

Other persons were also employed in distributing a letter addressed 

to the Electors of Westminster by Major Cartwright. This letter 

tContained a direct attack on Sir Francis Burdett, and accused him of 

.having recourse to very sinister practices, in order to prevent the 

, Major from becoming member for Westminster. The letter implied 

.an offer of the Major's services on this, or any other occasion. The 

day was a very rainy day; but, the great room was full ,by one 

o^clock, when Sir Francis Burdett, accompanied by Mr. Hobhouse, 

.Mr. Thomas T. Clarke, Major Torrens, and some members of the 

.Westminster Committee, took their seats at the table; Messrs. Hunt, 

;Gale Jones^i Watson^ and Wooler^ had already pbced themselves at 
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the tablej and these gentlemen were joined during the prbceedifigif 
bj Sir Charles Wolseley. . i 

> Sir Francis Burdett took the chair amid loud cheers. . He stated,- 
that at the request 'of several independent Electors of Westminster: 
he came among them this day to take the chair, for the purpose, as.- 
he undersioodf of receiving a report from the Committee appointed^ 
to conduct the election of a gentleman to fill the vacancy which had 
lately occurred in their representation. He had cheerfully obeyed 
this summons of his constituents, and he congratulated this great and 
respectable Meeting on the prospect of success which they now had 
for the election of the gentleman whom they had puit in nomination atl 
their former Meeting. (Loud applause,) The worthy Baronet: 
concluded by reading the advertisement, in pursuance of which the 
Meetii^ was convened* . . > 

Mr. Richter then proceeded to read the report ; but, its lengthy 
the < difficulty of hearing at the lower part of the room, and the im- 
patience of those who came in during the time Mr. Richter was^ 
reading, and who not having heard the beginning, could not well- 
connect the matter, and a call for printing it, prevented it beings 
entirely read. It was thereupon resolved, 

That the report.be printed. It is as follows:-^ 

. s '' Reform of Parliament. 

*' Wesiminster Election, 1819. i 

^^ At ^ general and most numerous Meeting of the Electors of 
Westminster, convened by public advertisement, * on Tuesday, the; 
9th of February 1819, to receive the report of the Committee ap-^ 
pointed on the I7th day of November last, and to take the further 
necessary measures to secure the Election of John Hobhouse, Esq.^ 

'" Sir Francis Burdett, M. P. in the Chair. ] 

*^ The follo>ving report was ordered to be printed : 
" The General Committee Report, 

*^ That a Committee of Eflectors has been formed, and is in a 
state of activity, in each of the Seven Parishes, which compose the 
City and Liberty of Westminster, and an additional Committee hafr 
also, been formed in. the Out- Ward of the Parish of St. George* 

'' That the number of Electors composing these Committees ; 
more tban^ twice as ]arge aa it ever was on any former occasion ^ 
that tl^e zeal ^nd intelligence of the Members have n^ver been su» .^ 
passed; and that the favorable result of their canvas is altogethe.: 
unprecedented. ' - '• 

"That each of the Parish Committees has convened one, an; 
some of ihcm have convened two. Public Meetings of the Parishi 
njers, and it affprds great satisfaction to your Committee Jo repo -► 
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Ikil «ll Aqbq ineetiigii ham bteD v^.wanmmhf aMonded; tlwt 
the businefis has been wholly transacted by. tradeinneny ki tbek r9* 
9fectB9e Pbrisbes, and that ia no instance lua there boea any waMt of 
i^ilgr for all the purposes of such aeetiDgs ; hut ihat,^ on liie coa* 
Imry^ the conduct of those aieetii^ has bsen ao judicmii and &b* 
emplaryy and the speeches of the Eiectore, i»ho addreuad lheni» 
liase been so oicellent as to exdle the applause of the friendi^ and 
Id eommand the respect of the enemies of the People* 

^^ Mr» Hobhoose has been invited to, and baa attendad dl these 
■leetinga; be has been rec^ved widi enlbuaiasai, and in his speeches 
be hat shewn his intimate knowledge of die irystem pursued by dier 
gowernment, and its tendency towards military despotism ; he has 
exposed the Cormptioos of the House of Commoosy and has de*- 
clared himself a Radical Reformer— eager to figlit your batdes^ hy 
the sidb of yoitf intrepid champion Sir Francis Burdett 

^ At all diose meetings the utmost unanimity has prewuled, and 
att eager desire to promote the oetufin of Mr. Hohbouse has been 
manifested. A mantfestadon founded on the conviction of tbe ne*^ 
^essity of such a Reform, in tbe House of Coaunoos^ as shall re- 
store those short Parliaments, which, for several centnries (and 
until they were destroyed by the arbitrary power of the king and 
aristocracy) were both the law and practice of the country— of such 
a Reform as shall Ikiake the right o^ suffrage so extensive, so equal, 
and so secure, that the House of Commons may be what it b pre- 
lended to be--^what the law requires it should be-— and what in Ksa- 
son it ought to be«— a real Represeutatiou of tbe whole People : sor 
that by the extent and equality of suffrage it should he impossible Uy 
corrupt the People out of the House, and by the frequent exercise, 
of that suffrage^ it should be made the interest of the Kepresentatlve 
to act with good faith towards his Constituents, and thus prevent the 
corruption of the Members vnthin the House. 

** That these opinions are- not fallacious — are not the ebullitions 
of the moment, but the result of knowledge, and dictated by sound 
principles, has been Mly proved by tbe great number of Electors 
who have actually canvassed their respective Parishes ; and by the 
mult of their canvas which, by its unpan^led success, has not only 
proved the progress of right habits of dbinking in this unp^rtant city, 
l^t utterly confounded the enemies of Reform ; and^ we may hope, 
secured the return of another friend of die People. It has en-- 
oouraged us to believe that, henceforth, Westminster will return 
none but Radical Reformers. 

*^ In the present proceedings diere has been, in one respect, a 

riation from the plan hitherto pursued by the Electors of West- 
flftinster. Neither Sir Francis Burdett, nor Lord Cochrane, were 
aiepccted to do any act, wfaidi might sutgect them to the persomd 



. 47 

txpe^se which the kw Teiy unjusdy makei OMididates liable to pwf* 
Sir Francis Bordett and Lord Cochrane were not therefore caodi- 
datea. It has, all aloag^ been considered that a seat, even i» m 
House of Commons wUch reallj represeiited the wbek People^ 
while it waa undoubtedly the greatest honor any man could receive^ 
would still be an office of peat trouble and difficulty. 

*^ In the best state of thii^a it would be just for the People- 1» 
pay, and no degradation to their Representatives to receiTe comp^Ma* 
tioD for a doe performance of arduous duties^ lo tb& present state 
of things, burden enough is placed upon the sboiMers of an booest 
Member of Parliament, without his being compelled to spend im. 
Qioney, much less to beg votes, from door to door> to obtain the 
seat* 

^' This deviation was occasioned by the great body of the Electors 
not beii^ personally acquainted with Mr* Hobhouse, and from hi» 
opiniona on the vital ^estion of Refotrm bding known to them onl3% 
from general reputation, and his speeches, during the last Election^ 
Hence it became necessary for Mr. Hobhouse to attend the Parish 
Meetings, that the Electors might bear, frcin Inpself, the opiniona 
he entertained, and be enabled to judge for themselves, as to hi» 
eligibility to represent them in Paflnument. 

** The preparatory measures for an Election contest have, in tboL 
preseiit oaa^, been unusually pcolengedi and have consequently b^en 
attended with jwu^mal e^Epense, and the^ tiase which must still elapse 
before the Election can be determined, cannot fail considerably te^ 
av^graent that expense. 

** These considerations, it is trusted, will be sufficient to indiwe 
tke friends of Beforn to continue to aid the funds by their sub- 
aoriptions. . 

^< Your Coaamittee hafie afq^Ued the Funds, which have been 
entrusted to them, with as great a regard to economy aa was at att 
consistent with the attainment of their object. 

** Your Committee have used every fair, honest, and honorable 
flieans, m their power, to promote your wishes. Attention has been 
paid to the suggestions of every Friend to Reform, and they trust it 
will be found that no circumstance/ of any importance, has been 
qeglected. 

^^ The accounts, when audited, will be publidied, and the boohs 
and documents will, as usual, be open to th& inspactioD ot every 
Subscriber. • 

« The Eleefora of Westminster consider the bunness of electing 
their Representatives to be tbdor own proper business; they well 
know how to manage, it for theiaselves; and, in calhng your attention 
to the present and former state of our ci^, the contrast it exhibits, 
will, it is hojped^ dttaonstnte ta the nation^ the great advantegea 
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which would result from a donTictioii in the minds of the Peopte at 
krge, that they are competent to manage their own affairs, without 
the assistance of any party in the State, or of great and sounding' 
pamesy usurping the place of intellect and integrity. 

*^ At the General Election in 1807> by your spontaneous exer«> 
l^ons, your most excellent Representative, Sir Francis Burdett, waa 
first 'sent to Parliament, widiout his solicitation, and withouC Ats 
being put to personal trouble or expense. 

''At the General Election in 1812, Corruption had not reco-> 
vered from the blow, and dared not face you. On that occasion* 
you returned two Parliamentary Reformers, one of whom remains 
with us to fight the battles of Freedom against the Domestic Foe ;. 
while the other, now no longer your frecf-chosen Representative, is 
at this iAoment fighting the battles of Freedom in a Foreign Coun- 
try ;-r-to the Friends of Liberty, in which Country, he was not more: 
recommended by his known talents and courage, than by his being 
your Representative. 

'^ In 1814, after the expulsion of Lord Cochrane from the House 
of Commons, you again returned him free from personal trouble 
and expense. 

'' In July last, you again triumphed, and it. might have been ex-" 

pected that Corruption would no more have entered the lists with you. 

, *^ The Election in 1807, contested, as it was, against the power 

of both the in*s and the out*s, was carried, by you, for a sum under* 

800/. . 

'' The chairing which, on that occasion, was thought necessary,, 
cost upwards of 400/. 

^* The Election of Sir Francis Burdett and . Lord Cochrane, inf 
1812, and the subsequent Election of Lord Cochrane, in 1814,- 
cost about'800/. ' Six times have the Committees had to contend in 
Courts of Law, at great expense, in actions which, as they involved* 
the Freedom of Election, in Westminster, they were compelled tov 
defend. : ' 

" Upwards. of Thirty Public Meetings of the Electors have been., 
held, on subjects relative to the liberties of the People. . 
. '' The Elections in 1807, 1812, and 1814; the contests in Courtr 
of Law, and the Public Meetings of the Electors, have altogether,. 
in the sp&ce of eleven years, been accomplished for a sum of money 
not e^ccieeding 4,300/. ; the.whole of w(iicb, wit^ the exception of a; 
small balance, has been defrayed by public subscription. . 

** At the last Elefction^ new and unexpected difficulties presented 
themselves : they arpse from. two causes — 1st, The great length ofi 
time since an ElecUQn cpntest had taken place; the consequence of 
which was, that the Electors had forgotten the necessity of prompt 
%m4 (outual ^o-operation ; and 2nd* The divisions amoi^; the fri^sr 
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» 

t>f Reform. Those circumstances^ by causing distraction^ prevented 
the rigid ecoiiomy used on former occasions, from' being put in prac- 
lice, and the expenses of that Election amounted, at its close, to the 

sum of ...... ' £1,199 17 p 

'^^ The subsequent Chairing to ... « 430 12 6 

'' Making a total Expense of. .... 1,630 96 
** While the Subscription amounted to . • 887 12 6 



" Leaving a deficiency of • . « £ 742 17 

^' A strict regard has always been paid to moral considerations, 
and not one penny has been expended for any purpose, which an 
honest man need be ashamed to justify* No drunkenness — ^no de- 
bauchery of any kind was promoted ;^-^no false swearing was per- 
mitted; — ^no rioting encouraged; — no murders committed; — ^none of 
the vile acts formerly resorted to were allowed ; — "no undue influence 
was, in any way, attempted; — no threats used; — no promises made; 
— no hired Voters appeared at the Hustings ; — there was no puffing 
in the newspapers ;-— no attempts to mislead any one ; — all was left, 
as it ought always to be left, to the good sense of the Electors them- 
selves. 

'' The history of these proceedings cloes not shew a mere petty 
retrenchment, from unbounded extravagance, which it has lately 
become the fashion of the Outs to recommend as all the Reform 
the People should desire* There has been a Radical Reform in 
management and morals, demonstrating that the People, and the 
People alone, can do their own business in the best and least expen- 
sive manner. 

'f Even Jie Hustings, which were said to be the property of those 
who could destroy and carry them off, and about which furious, and 
disgraceful contests were held, have been preserved by the exertions 
of TOUR Committees, and those disgraceful contests prevented. 

** Thus has Westminster become a school of political morality, 
instead of being, as it formerly was, one common scene of depravity ! 

'^ No adequate idea can be given of the state of Westminster, 
during the time its seats were contended for by the Whig and Tory 
parties. Those only can appreciate it, who were observers of it. 
An old and intelligent friend of Reform speaks of it thus : — 

*' * I remember several Westminster elections— I remember the 
profligate proceedings — the deep and dire atrocities with which they 
were accompanied— the canvassings — the compulsions— the threats 
— the penalties— the enormous corruptiot^ — and the sanguinary con- 
flicts with which the struggles of the two aristocratic parties 
were attended; when the Irish chairmen, on the one hand, witb 

E 
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tfiehr broken poles converted into bladgeomii and liie butchers,* on 
the other hand, vvith their marrow-bones and cleavers, ready both 
of them for die i^rum and the execution of factions slaughter, 
knocked down the Electors proceeding to the Hustings or departing 
from them, and sought to decide, by open violence, the contests 
which their respective employers could dilute no longer, by means 
of their abused and exhausted purses!— ^I remember many of those 
circumstances well,- and every old inhabitant of Covent Garden will 
remember facts enough of this description ; at a time when Re^ 
formers were not, and FamUy-influence was all in alL Notwith- 
standing the hireling cant about the * self-willed multitudes and 
democratical turbulence/ yet since the People have taken the Elec- 
Hon into their own hands, and the contest has no longer been exclu- 
sively confined between what was called the Whig and Tory, or 
more properly the Ministerial and Opposition families, these disoi^ 
ders have ceased. 

^' ' I remember that contest, in which, if reports are to be cre- 
dited, (and I could quote an authority not unlikely to have beeii 
pretty accurately informed upon the subject) two hundred thousand 
pounds were expended, nay, it has been said, two hundred thousand 
pounds by each, to decide whether Charles James Fox or Sir Cecil 
Wray should be the representative of this city. Two hundred thou- 
sand pounds— the revenue of a prince— -the rental of a principality — 
expended upon what! and how!— the statement itself involves ^be 
answer : in the corruption of morals — ^in the subversion of all inte- 
grity«— in the encouragement of drunkenness, riot, tumult, and de^- 
bauchery-— in the eradication of truth, and the subornation of peijury 
**— the murders with which the contest was accompanied, were the 
smallest part of the crimes. 

^' ' The two great family confederacies were exhausted by the 
gigantic effort, and a bargain was made to rob the people of West- 
minster of any efficient vote, or share^ they might hitherto faai^ 
possessed, in the pretended representation of the country. * 

.. *^ 'This precious compact was eventually frustrated by John 
Home Tooke. The numbers polled for Mr. Tooke, at his respec- 
tive Elections, were not great ; for Westminster, after all, had not 
so ^ar got rid of its veneration for rank and family, as to suffer its 
choice to be led by talent and integrity alone. 

** 'The opposition of Mr. Tooke was of vast consequence, tt 
fUmi^hed the means, it afforded opportunities for exercisii^g the po« 



* *^ The great ditturbances were occasioaed by Irish chaurmeQ and porters, hired 
for the pjDfpose by one party, and feUows dressed as sailors, who were hired by the 
other party. The writer ii here in enror in attribating these mis^hiefii to the bat- 
chers." 
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palar franchke^ it persaaded the People to tbink and to feel thlit 
that franchise was of great importance. 

^ ' The necessary stimoius to canvass and scrutinize the characters 
and tendencies of men and ineasores was preserved, till a man was 
found upon whom the confidence and suffrages of the Electors could 
be concentrated, and hence began the popularity and might of the 
Radical Rbformsbs; Thus was prepared the way for the 
fame, the influence, the envied, more than enviable ascendancy of Sir 
Fbancis Buebett, th« man indeho of the people, for 
the People themselves have raised him to the pinnacle on which he 
stands. They raised him because they needed him. Disgustied by 
personal contests, and selfish coalitions, and finding places, pensions, 
taiation, and national insolvency, oppression, and pauperism, ra^ 
indly and contiimally increasing, they resolved to inquire and to defi- 
termine for themselves on the means of their own redress, instead of 
trusting to the vague professions of those who had so often deceived 
them. They sought a leader ; he appeared ; he was hailed^ You 
concentrated, and you triumphed. From that moment, Westmiih* 
ster has been the great wellhead, or natural reservoir of Radical 
Reform, whence flow so many torrents in various directions, which 
no barriers can stop in their progress to the ocean of universal opi- 
nion and assent. 

*^ 'The Radical Reformers are advocates for equal rights, equid 
protection^ equal laws; they are resolute for what they regard — a 
Consititutional Reform, not for a revolution to overthrow the Con- 
stitution; for this diey have been calumniated and reviled; for thil 
some of them have been trampled on> insulted and proscribed, shun*^ 
ned like pestilence, hunted like wild beasts, and persecuted even 
unto death. » 

'' * Westminster has proved that, amongst the poorest, the most 
uninformed, and unaccommodated, of her people, anarchy has no 
party.* 

** Your Gommittee take this opportunity of replying to two ca^ 
lumnious reports, which have been diligently and extensively propa- 
gated: — 

t( j^ T^[i2ii v^5t suQis of money have been expended in the Cleor 
tions of Sir Francis Burdett and Lord Cochrane. . 
" It. That Westminster has been influenced by a Junto. 

"To the first accusation, your Committee reply: — 

'' That no sum of money has ever been expended, but what 

has been stated in the accounts, which have, from time to time^ 

been printed. 
'^ That no sttm of money has been expended, by any persons, foi^ 

£ 9, 
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the purposes of those Elections^ except by the Cotninittees appointed 
to conduct the Elections. 

( <^ These assertions are- founded on the particular knowledge of 
several of your, Committee, and are proved by the fact, that if other 
sums of money had been expended, there must have been some one, 
at least, to have expended, them, and that person must have been 
known; yet, who has ever heard of such an agent? who hasever 
related one solitary fact, of a single shilling having been expended to 
promote any of the Elections, or Public Meetings, since 1807, 
except by the Committees of the Electors ? 

** The enemies of Reform, who have the monopoly of the daily 
press, with all the means which it affords, would certainly.have known 
of money being expended by others, as well as by the Committees ; 
and, had money been so expended, it could no more have been hid 
from them, or from the Committees of your opponents, or from the 
Parish Officers, or from the Tax and Rate Collectors, or from the 
select Vestrymen iu the several parishes, all of whom have been, at 
all times, arrayed against you, than many of the vile practices of the 
ministerial candidate, and his agents, could be hid from your Com- 
mittee at the last Election. 

. ** Your Committee not only deny, iu the most unqualified terms, 
that any sums, of money have been expended, beyond the sums stated 
in the preceding account, but tliey challenge all their enemies to 
shew the contrary. 

*^ Your enemies- know those reports are false; but they also know 
that many persons will be imposed upon by them, and thus made to 
believe that the same corruption is still going on, in Westminster, 
which they see going on in almost every county, city, and borough 
in the kingdom ; they know also, that others will believe those re-* 
ports, because the conduct of the Electors of Westmiinster displays 
a virtue of which they are utterly unable to form a conception. 

'^ To the second accusation, ^ That Westminster has been influ* 
enced by a Junto,' that is, by a very small number of persons, your 
Committee reply : — 

^' That the facts are, and they are as notorious as the sun at 
noon-day, or the Corruption of the House of Commons ; that at 
the several Elections «mce 1 807, the Committees have seldom con- 
sisted of so few as one hundred members ; the present Committee 
actually consists of upwards of three hundred. 

'' These large Comhiittees have necessarily appointed Sub-Com- 
mittees from their own bodies, for particular purposes, but they 
have always held the means of controlling those Sub-Committees in 
their own hands, and have, from time to time, examined into Aeir 
conduct and accounts, and no Sub-Committee has ever existed. 
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which was not eager to lay before the General Committee the whole 
of their proceedings as often as possible. 

*^ Who, it may be asked, compose the Junto ? if the assertions 
of your enemies be carefully examined, it will be found that this 
Junto consists wholly of your most worthy and excellent Treasurer, 
Mr. Brooks, to whose care and accuracy and strict economy, the 
City of Westminster is not less deeply indebted, than it is for his 
prompt, manly, and liberal conduct, in advancipg his own money 
in some cases of emei^ency, when, without his assistance, the cause 
of Reform would most probably have suffered. 

** For these advances, or for any other of his services, Mr, 
Brooks has not in any way received, and does not desire to receive 
any recompence. Never since 1807 has Mr. Brooks been fully 
paid the sums he has, from time to time, advanced ; but it is pre- 
sumed, the Electors will no longer suffer his account to remain un- 
discharged. 

** The Electors themselves know that they are not, and cannot be 
influenced ; the folly of supposing the contrary seems excessive, and 
would not be worth a remark, were it not that the calumny has been 
propagated with an industry equal to its malignity, and may have 
imposed on many persons who are unacquainted with the mode in 
which the Electors of Westminster have conducted their public 
business. 

'^ Influence can only be exerted by the rich and the powerful ; by 
the Aristocracy, the Church, and the Government; every individual 
of these bodies. is, .however, restrained within the limits of his or 
her immediate connexions ; and the number of Electors who, after 
all, are influenced, is vecy few in comparison with the number of 
those who are wholly beyond the reach of influence, — who are truly 
independent 

** If, then, the influence of these powerful bodies be thus com- 
paratively limited, how, and by what means can four or five com- 
mon tradesmen (and no one has ventured to make the Junto consist 
of more) acting as a Sub-Committee, influence the whole body of 
Electors i These Committees have in fact no power, and no influ- 
ence, all they have ever done, all they ever can do, Has been, and 
must be, to act simply as an organ of communication for the Elec- 
tors at large, who need no more than arrangements and means of 
easy communication, which it is the proper business of such Com- 
mittees to provide, — they need no influencing to induce them to^do 
their duty to their country. 

** It was not to be expected that the daily press which had uni- 
formly been opposed to the Radical Reformers, should, on this 
occasion have voluntarily joined in promoting the Election of Mr. 
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Hobhouse, and the less so^ as your Committee possessed no Jluods 
which would enable them to insert, as advertisements Notices of the 
Public Meetings before mentioned, and the Resolutions passed at 
those Meetings. By a calculation which has been made, it appears 
that to have inserted those notices and resolutions, once in each of 
the daily papers, would have cost upwards of 1,000/., an expense 
wholly beyond their means, or even their desires, since, in conse- 
quence of the very large number of Electors who have come forward 
on this occasion, other cheaper — more useful— and more efficient 
means of conveying information have been provided ; yet, notwith^ 
standing this, some of those papers have taken a favourable notice 
of several of those meetings, by inserting the Speeches of Mr. Hob- 
house, while others have made them known by their violent abuse 
and scurrility. One thing, however, is remarkable, but by no 
means unaccountable ;^ it is, that the only morning paper which took 
no notice of those meetings (although its reporters attended at some 
of them) was The Morning Chronicle, the accredited organ of the 
Whigs; and the readers of that paper were left in total ignorance^ 
so far as depended on that paper, that it was even intended to go on 
to an election with Mr. JHobhouse; and the inference, as your Com- 
mittee have reason to know, has, in some instances, been drawn 
that Mr. Hobhouse had been abandoned. 

^' To several of the weekly papers, the thanks of the Committee, 
and of the Electors, are due ; not only for the notice they have taken 
of the proceedings in Westminster, ji^ut also for some very valuable 
articles, well calculated to promote the cause of Parliamentary 
Heform. 

'' Your Committee are of opinion, that the leading facts re* 
specting the conduct of the parties in the House of Commons, as 
they regard the great cause of Reform, should be ever present to the 
minds of the people, who should neither forget the conduct of those 
who have apostatized from and betrayed that cause, nor your disin* 
terested efforts to promote it. 

" Your Committee will, therefore, make a few very brief remarks 
on some imnortant transactions since, the revival of die question of 
Reform, in 1792. 

^^ In 179^; several societies were instituted for the purpose of 
procuring a Reform in the Representation of the People. One of 
thesie Societies, " The Friends of the People,'* was composed of 
many members of both Houses of Parliament, and of this Society 
Mr, Grey, now Earl Grey, the Hon. Thomas Erskine, now Lord 
Erskine, and Mr. Mackintosh, now Sir James Mackintosh, were 
leading members. This Society reconimended, and was the mieans 
of establishing affiliated societies in various parts of the country. 
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<< In ]793j» tbe Pjotition of tbe Friendai of the People, for Re- 
form of ParliaraeQt^ was presented to the House of Commons by 
Mr. Grey. 

'^ Among many other allegations which this Petition contained^ 
were the foUowii^ : 

• ** ^ L — ^That th^ House is not an adequate representation of 
the People of England. 

. '' ' II. — ^That it is prejudicial to the interests of the People, 
and. contrary to Uie iqpirit of the Constitution. 
. '^ VllI, — That the Elective Franchise is partially and unequally 
distributed- 

€f t IV. — f< That the right of voting b regulated by no uniform 
or rational principle. 

'' ' V. — Tha^ ifrom the combined operation of the defects your 

Eetitioners have pqinted out, arise scenes of disgraceful confusion, 
tigation and expi^npe, of tumults, disorders, outrages and perjury. 

*^ * VI. — ^That 70 Members are returned by 3S places, where 
Elections are mere matters of form, and this your Petitioners are 
ready to prove, 

. 'v.* VII. — ^That 90 more Are elected by 46 places, in none of 
which, the number of voters exceeds 50, and this your Petitioners 
are ready to proye. 

'< f VIII. — ^That 37 more are elected by 19 places, in none of 
which, the ouniber.or voters exceeds lOP, and diis your Petitioners 
are ready to prqve. 
^ " * IX.— That 59 more are chosen by £6 places, in none of 
which, the number of voters exceeds 200, and this your Petitioners 
are ready to prove. 

" ' X. — That 30 more are returned for Counties in Scotland, 
20 by less than 100 Electors each, and 10 by less than 250 each, 
and diis your Petitioners are ready to prove. 

" * XI. — ^That 15 more are returned by 13 districts of Burghs 
m Scotland, not containing 100 voters each, and by 2 districts of 
Bprghs, not containing £50 each, and this your Petitioners are ready 
to prove. 

" / XII.— That 84 individuals do, of their own immediate au- 
thority, send 157 Members. 

" ' XIII.~That 150 Members are returned, not by the col- 
lective voice of those whp appear to send them, but by the recom- 
mendation, of 70 powerful individuals. 

" t Xiy.— That tbe total number of Patrons, altogether,^ are 
1549 who return a decided majority of the Honourable House. 

'^ It is almost needless to say, that the House refused to receive 
the proofs which were offered. 

" In 1794, when Mr. Pitt, Mr. Dundas, and I-ord Grenville, 
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were persecudng the ISefonners, Mr. Grey, who was the orgbn of 
his party said; ' That, qn a former occasion, Mr. Pitt had, with 
others, resolved, that, considering it was in vain to look to Parlia-^ 
ment for a regeneration originating within itself, it be recommended 
to the People, throughout the kingdom, to assemble during the en- 
suing summer, in districts', for the purpose of applying to 'Par- 
liament on the subject.-^— But,' continued Mr. Grey, * W. Pitt, 
the Reformer of that day, was W. Pitt, the prosecutor, aye, and 
the persecutor too of Reformers now ! He who thooght fit to in- 
flame the passions of the People, and to instigate them to a con- 
tempt of the House of Commons, then, would not, at present, allow 
the jPeople to judge of their own rights and dearest interests, but 
persecuted with the real bitterness of an Apostate, his own partner 
in the' question of Reform. This same William Pitt, who had 
taught the People to believe that nothing honest was to be expected 
from the House of Commons, now asserted that the People should 
do nothing for themselves. But, if the language of applying to 
the People for a reform, be criminal,' said Mr. Grey, * I myself 
am guilty, since 1 do not scruple to assert, thaty from this House 
I have no hopes' of Parliamentary Reform^— Tn\s House will 
NEVER REFORM ITSELF; or ocstroy the corfupttoH by which it 
is upheld, by any other means than those of the resolutions of the 
People, acting upim the prudence of the House,'^that point they 
COULD ONLY ACCOMPLISH BY MEETING IN BODIES, as re- 
commended by the Minister in 1782. — However impugned. Par- 
liamentary Reform was a cause he, Mr. Grey, would never desert; 
nor would he, to preserve power, or to gratify ambition, ever be- 
come an Apostate.' 

''Nothing can be more severe ' than the indignation so properly 
expressed, by Mr. Grey, against those who had apostatized from the 
cause of Reform: and nothing can bring public men into contempt 
so completely, as such unprincipled and shameless apostacy< When, 
therefore, Mr. Grey, and the whole of his party, joined with the 
Grenvilles, the unrelenting persecutors of Reform, they justly in- 
curred the contempt of the People. One effect of this coalition 
was, that the People having lost all confidence in Public Men, 
seemed to give up the cause of Parliamentary Reform in despair ; 
they even ceased to discuss the subject, and the consequence was^ 
that both sides of the House ceased to talk of the People. 

^' In this state was the nation, when, in 1807, the Electors of 
Westminster emancipated themselves from the control of both the 
aristocratical fat^tions, and once more roused the attention of the 
People to their vital interests, and encouraged them to renew their 
efforts for the destruction of corruption. 

f* The feelings excited by the Electors of Westminster mainly 
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contributed to expose^ still further^ the enormous iniquities of both 
the factionsr. 

'^ The veil^ which had formerly been attempted to be drawn over 
the iniquities of the Borough Traffic, was removed, and, at length, 
as if to convince the world that the one party was not a jot better 
than the other party, the then Leader of the Opposition^ 
unblushingly avowed in defence of the Minister, ' That 
the Sale of Seats was as notorious as the sun at noon-day/ It was 
this which induced the Speaker to say * That the question now 
before the House, is no less than this : Whether Seats in this 
House shall be, henceforth, pdblicly saleable?* 
A proposition, at the sound of which our ancestors would have 
startled with indignation ; but a practice which, in these days, and 
within these walls, in utter oblivion of every former maxim and 
feeling of Parliament, has been avowed and justified. 

'' ^ The sale of seats,' continued the Speaker, ' degrades and 
debases the habits of the higher ranks of life, who confess their own 
sense of the nature of these transactions, by the concealment nith 
which they seek to cover them : it taints and contaminates the ge- 
neral character of Parliament. Fraud, force, corrupt practices, and 
undue influence, of any sort, by which the freedom of Election is 
controled, have been reprobated in all ages: it is essential 

TO. THE VERY IDEA OF ELECTIONS THAT THEY SHOULD BE 

FREE. Such is the ancient language of the statute of Westminster, 
in the reign of Edward I. Such, also, is the modem language of 
the Bill of Rights. It is for us, who have before us such flagrant 
proofs, that the traffic in seats has broken through the existing 
checks, to put it down by a new law.' 

" But, though the evil was thus openly admitted and thus publicly 
condemned ; though a new law, by which it was pretended that the 
evil would be checked, was made, no effectual means to put a stop 
to the mischief, were adopted. The just demands of the people 
were called popular encroachments, and to resist them, both batta- 
lions of the regiment, equally regardless of reputation, rallied round 
the Minister. 

^ In the mean time, the question of Parliamentary Reform became 
the subject of more frequent discussion, both within and without the 
House of Commons,, than at any former period; and it is a fact, 
well worthy of your constant remembrance, that, in proportion as 
knowledge increased among the People, and they felt their own im- 
portance, so were they abandoned, first by one, and then by another 
of thpse party men, until, at length, not one of them remained; 
thus proving that they never intended that the People should act for 
themselves; and thus it happened that, in 1817, when a more de- 
cided interest was taken by the People in their own affairs; 
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^ the two Battalions of the well-traiaed Regiment,' vied with each 
other ill the abuse of all Reform and all Reformers; but, as if 
doomed to sink still lower, do sooner was tb^ late General Election 
ended, thap the Outs, thinking they had gained accession of 
strength, by a, few men from the other Battalion, could no longer 
contain their exultation. In the delirium of the moment, wbeQj, to 
their disordered imaginations, the whole power of the state seemed 
within their grasp, they published a kind of Manifesto, in which 
ihey disavowed and disclaimed all connezipn with Reformers ; and, 
in substance, declared that Retrenchment and Reform of Abuses 
was, alone, the master prin^ple of the party.. That by retrench- 
ment and the reform of (petty) abuses, they sh9uld satisfy one part 
of the disa£fected^ and that they would combat the other with the 
strong arm of the law. 

'^ Your Committee are fully convinced that no man, who does 
not wilfully shut his eyes and refuse to hear, or in any way attend to 
.passing events, can now be deceived, or led to expect any ameUora- 
lion in the state of the country, . from any thing but the exerjtions of 
the People in the way reconamended by Mr. Pitt and Mr. Grey. 
If the People steadily act upon a resolution to obtain Parliamentary 
Reform, they will assuredly save tliemselves from a military despo- 
tism, or a sanguinary .revolution. 

^VThe Electors of Westminster have always b^en willing to join 
with any man, or any body of men, in inculcating the necessity and 
aiding the progress of Reform. It is of small importance to them 
what the particular plan may be ; what they regard as essentia^ is, that 
the plan proposed should be sufficient to effect the object at which 
they aim. But they will neither be drawn aside by specious pre* 
tences, nor will they cease to pursue their object, because it is. aban- 
doned by others. No apostacy on the part of others— -no disap- 
pointments or disgusts will make them relax their efforts, in a cause, 
the success of which, experience has shewn to be essentially neces- 
sary to the establishment of good government. . 

*^ Your Committee cannot conclude without congratulating yoa 
on the progress made in the cause of Reform, and on the prospect 
of the still further prepress, the return of Mr. Hobhouse will pro- 
.mpte ; neither can they refrain from urging you not to relax in your 
endeavours for one moment ; they trust every Elector will pursue 
his object as if success depended on bis exertions alone, and ever 
to bear in mind, that victory is never gained until the cont^t is 
ended:' 

Mr. Hobhouse being called for, then rose, and spoke as fol- 
lows:— 
Gentlemen, it k now nearly three months since I met the Electors 



59 

of Westmiofiter in this rootiii-^Since tlteB I hvfe taken every op«> 
portunity of communicatiDg witli Uiein in the separate parishes, and 
they have been kind enough to devise means unusual, indeed, vad 
therefore so much the more gratifying to me, by which I have pre** 
sented myself to their notice, and have >enjoyed their social inter* 
course. 

It may appear at first somewhat strange, that after this inter*- 
conrse I should be more embarrassed than at our first meeting ; and 
yet such a feeling is most natural :^--for if on that day I were fortu- 
nate enough to raise any expectation of justifying your choice, I 
must now be the more anxious to know whether those expectations 
have been answered, or hi^ve been disappointed. One pledge which 
my kind friend, your honourable Chairman, made for me in No- 
vember, I have, at least, redeemed. Certainly, I am grown older 
aince the day of my nomination. If I have not grown wiser, iik^ 
wise, it is not the fault of the Electors of Westminster, with whom 
i have had the happiness to associate in the interval s for, if I may 
presume to praise, I declare that I have found their intelligence 
equal to their integrity ; and that I know of no political lessons so 
likely to form an honest politician, as those which are to be . im- 
bibed in their patriotic school. After the Beport you. have just 
beard, it would be presumptuoua and superfluous in me to account 
for the manner in which the interval since our last meeting here has 
been spent on my part. Thus much I may, howler, aay^ that I 
have had every reason to be highly gratified with your fluttering 
kindness towards me-— and that I hope you have, as yet, seen no 
reason to suspect that that kindness has been thrown away upon an 
unworthy object. {Great apfiameSy and cries of ^* No! noT) 

Certainly, Gentlemen, it cannot but be the source of the most 
gratifying reflections to find myself the object of sdicitude to so 
large a portion of my feUow^citizens. Indeed, if such a proportion 
of Electors could give proportionate weight to a candidate, I should 
he fairly intoxicated at the recollection, that the numbers of those 
gentlemen w4io have undertaken more especially to promote my .re- 
turn, is greater than that of the Electors of twenty4Sve boroughs all 
taken together. For your genera) Committee >alone consists of near 
350 persons, and I find that fifty members are returned to Parlia- 
ment by 388 votes. {Cries of <* Shame ! shame P^) 

It is a source of still greater pride to meto recollect^ that the re- 
commendation which has recommended me to so favonnable a notice 
from my fellow citizens — has been of that kind which is totally in«- 
dependent of exterior qualifications ; and, that without any of the 
usual attractions derived from high station or party connexion, my 
presumed principles alone have formed the motive, as, I trust, they 
will prove the just^Sication, of your choice. This motive cannot 
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reflect less. credit *oii the makers than on the objects of the selection. 
It shews that you understand your duty — ^it shews that you are de^ 
termined to perform it— it shows that you are not to be caught by 
the usual allurer ; but think that the best qualifici^tion — the only qua* 
lification of a representative in Parliament, is, that he shall speak the 
langui^e of his constituents— and, instead of being the advocate of any 
individual interests, boldly appear as the champion of the public cause. 

If, Gentlemen, you had been influenced by any other motives, you 
certainly might have made another choice. Indeed, your representa- 
tion was fer from despised or thought not worth the winning. " Some 
of your suitors were rather rude — others a little coy, and wooing to 
beprest; yet you had ojflRers enough, and it ^'as your own fault if an 
alliance did not take place between you and some happy man, 
backed either by all the power of the Court, or all the promises of 
their opponents. But, by some unaccountable depravity of taste, 
you preferred a humbler, object— one as little connected with the one 
party as the other— one, who if he should ever be joined to you 
by those honourable ties which you seem to destine for him, will 
not perpetually harass; your ears with the merits of bis own noUe 
connexions, but will be content with the dignity derived from his 
alliance with you. 

Tliere'is a saying reported of a politicilin, that an independent 
man is a man upon whom nobody can depend. Now this may be 
true of those. neutral squadrons, that seem to watch the moment of 
making themselves of importance, bythrowing their five and twenty 
votes into the scale when the balance is really at a poise between 
the two parties ; and like the ambiguous bats, join the pampered 
beasts or expectant birds of prey, just as their help may be most 
wanted, and, of course, may be of most worth to themselves. But 
certun it is, in face of this bon-mot, that it is the real independent 
man who is wanted in parliament. I will not describe this much 
desired, this rare character. Indeed you will feel it much more 
readily than I can define it. You have the. noble living example 
before your eyes. (Shouts of applause.) It is easy to collect diis 
general want from the general feeling of the coudtry. I say tbb 
conNTRY IS SICK OF PARTY. (Tfuc^ truc.) I say that it is so 
sick of party, that it will no longer take promises for performances, 
no longer prefer persons to principles, no longer be caught by names 
insteaa oj exasmning into things. I repeat, Gentlemen, the 
COUNTRY IS so SICK OF FARTY, that it looks with suspicion even 
upon measures in themselves unobjectionable, and upon men not 
dishonest, wherever those measures are tried by those men under 
any circumstances, that give them the least taint of party purposes. 

Kt is possible: that some men may be conscientiously convinced of 
the utility of co-operation* This, however, we may venture to say^ 
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that the said co-operation does not include the certainty of any ope* 
ratten whatever. (JpplausesO I will, tell you what co-opecation 
does: it gives a nian another cause to 6ght for than that, for the ad-> 
vancement of which, his constituents sent him to Parliament* It 
iMicrifices his respectability, and converts the leader of or the! steward 
of the people into the follower or the pupil of an individual. - It 
cramps and crushes the free exercise of the understanding, as well as 
the exertion of those virtues which might otherwise be useful to the 
stale. It interferes with good intentions, and by degrees ac<;ustQms 
the enslaved disciple to substitute expediency for right, and in place 
of that public principle which should direct all his actions, to square 
his conduct by an example that must occasionally be vicious, and to 
bow down before good taste, tact, and the other idolatries of a cor- 
rupt assembly. So much for co-operation, which it. is now the 
fashion to recommend, but which when, called by the old word 
coaKtioriy (a term not quite, but nearly synonymous,) every English- 
man from smartii^ experience,. has coun^e to condemn. Then, 
indeed^ we are awake. We fancy we see the. combining politicians 
sacrificing their principles, as the anpient triumyirs did their relations, 
for the common object of domination, and we start at a friendship 
so fatal to liberty ; or we imagine. we behold. the factions of Rome 
in the middle ages, i^reeing upon, a peace, one article of which 
must be the mutual right of dilapidating the monuments of ancient 
grandeur for the purpose of building up palaces for themselves. 
Thus it is, that if the stru^les of party are dangerous, their concord 
is still more fatal, and our Constitution stands like the Coliseum^, a 
sad and shattered evidence of their selfish compacts. 

Gentlemen, it is a great mistake to suppose, that party co-op^a- 
tion renders necessary a sacrifice only of minute difierences ; it re- 
quires a sacrifice of vital principles. The leaders of such a co-ope- 
ration will naturally keep back the agitation of such, questions as are 
likely to shew any difierence of. opinions in his battalion, . and be 
would rather weight his best hounds, than whip away a single skirter 
that may serve to swell his pack.. It will be the object of suc;b a 
leader never to bring before the public any but vague questions to 
catch all latitudinarians ; never to fix upon a single, principle w^cb 
may frighten the weak or the wary ; it will be his object to gene^ 
ralise rather than to specify— to wander round about a meaning ra- 
ther than to define. If he be a friend to Parliamentary Reform, he 
will include his wishes for that great object. under the reform of all 
abuses, for fear of driving away the borough-proprietors or the pre- 
ferred abettors of corruption, who may just at. that tin^e happen to 
frequent his tamp. We have^ Gentlemen, an illustration, at han^ 
We saw that one hundred and sixty Members of Parliament voted 
the otheK day upon a question (that of the Bank)^ so worded that j^ 
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stgnified Utile or nothing M^hich way any body voted. We saw that 
the same leader of opposition who proposed that questiony and who, 
when he stood for the Borough, said that his friends came to vole 
not for George Tiemey, but for Reform, did not at the great 
(^position Dinner, the other day, propose Parliamentary Reform 
as a toast; and if any one had done so, it is probable some thirty 
or forty of these Whigs would have taken up their bats and left the 
room. 

Perhaps, indeed, according to the present ridiculous state of the 
repreisentation, a man sent into Parliament from a summer-house, as 
at Gatton, or a sheep-cot, as at Old Sarom, may think it expedient 
to combine in order to become res|iectable. Perhaps^ die dry sticks 
of Parliament must be bound together in order to give the fagot 
strength: but in my opinion, a man who should lay the representa* 
tion of Westminster at the feet of any party leader would be a 
traitor. {Great applause.) For myself. Gentlemen, I assure you I 
would as little inscribe my name in the muster-roll of Opposition, as 
I would partake of the coals and candles of Somerset House <>r the 
Admiralty. There is, however, a great difference between voting 
with an opposition, and voting for an opposition. The first is ne- 
cessary under the reign of a vile administration ; the second cannot^ 
in my way of thinking, be the primary object of an honest represen- 
tative of the people. I conceive that your representative sAiouId be 
a steady opponent of every iniquitous measure of government ; but 
that he should not look about to see who is doing duty with fahn, 
he should be content that he is performing his own task — performing 
the task which you sent him to perform. If a man should adopt a 
different way of thinking, if he should never act in Parliament, but 
wbeff defended by a number, he would do nothing, — be would do 
worse than nothing,-— be would acquiesce in the present system of 
misrepresentation, he would not stir a finger in the great object of 
Radical Reform. In attainii^ this object, I see no sort of pros- 
pect of any of this famous co-operation, which is to do such won- 
ders in Parliament. On the contrary, I see that those gentlemen 
vibo call themselves Moderate Reformers, have declared by mani^ 
festo, that they will do nothing whilst our wild visionary notions are 
afloat. These are their words, as I find them in their accredited 
journal, the Edinburgh Review. *^ We must reserve for a future 
occasion such thoughts as have occurred to us on those plans of 
constitutional Reform which might gradually unite the most reason^ 
able friends of freedom, and of which we should not be M'ithout 
hope, that some pari Wight one day be adopted under the conduct 
of a firm as well as liberal government, aiki when ahnost aU 're- 
formers shall have Openly renounced those extravagant opinions 
which supply die champions of ^buse with the most effective wea- 



63 

poBs.^* Geiftl^qieii> if diis is not cle6ning the intended benefit inde^ 
nnitelyi if it k not adjourning Reform tine die, X know not what 
language is good fiir. First is to eome the union, but only the 
^* gr^^uaV union of the friends of freedom ; but these friends are 
to be the ** most reasonable '' friends. That being accomplished^ 
there is hope, but oidy a little hope, that npart, but only some part 
of a plan. of constitutional Reform, may one day be adopted; but 
that one day is to come only under a government of a certain de* 
scriptiott, and when almost all extravagant opinions on a specu^- 
lative. point shall be renounoed, aye, and openly renounced* If I 
am sent into Parliament, it will be as one of those extravagant 
Reformers; and as for myself, Gentlemen, believe me, I shall never 
feel inclined to do penance in a white sheet for my extravi^nt opi^ 
nions on this subject; which opinions, give me leave to observe, 
were pretty much the fashion, about twenty years ago, with this 
very party which now recommends their renunciation; for it was 
with them, and with their leader particularly, if I mistake not, that 
originated the word Radical Rtform, The resolution of the 
meeting in November, which first connected me with you, is to this 
effsct, and pledges me ta the support of the now extravagant opi* 
nion, jthat the people have *^jmt claims to Parliaments of a short 
duration, and to a full, free, and equal share in the choice (^ih^ 
Representatives.^ To these opinions^ you may depend upon it, I 
shall for ever adhere^ If you. Gentlemen, think me the best man 
under all present circumstances to advocate these principles, choose 
me*— if not, choose another.— The same wish for the public good 
which first induced me to accept, your invitation, vrill command nie 
to retire the moment you see reason to consider any of the candi- 
dates as more worthy of your choice. 

Mr. Hobhouse retired from the table amidst the acclamations of 
the assembly. 

Mr. RouNTHWAiTE moved — 

" That the energetic measures which have been pursued by the 
Parochial Committees be, continued, until their dbject shall have 
been accomplbhed." 

Mr. Tbelwall seconded the motion, in a speech of great 
animation. The motion echoed, he said, the very sentiment and 
the most anxious wish of his heart ; perseverance, active, resolute, 
and determined, in that unahimi^, which, notwithstanding the 
omei^ of n^lect in a certain quarter, alone, was wantii% to secure 
the triumph, not of Westminster only, but of Liberty and Reform 
idto^sther'r^perseverance to the end, till their triumph was com- 
plete in the actual return of the candidate (Mr^ Hobhouse) whom 

* Uiabifgh Revtow. Article ** Unlveml SoBrfege,* Ur l>ec. leia. 
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they had pot in nomtnatioD. In saying tbis^ it could be no offence 
to that Gentleman to say that there was ' nothing personal in the 
preference ; it was the principle he stood for, not the man ; and 
unanimity and consistency being the desire of every true friend of 
liberty, the very circumstance of his having been put in nomination, 
and decidedly approved by the fomaer Meeting, ought now to hold 
every friend to freedom and reform to support him to the last, 
unless it could be shewn that he had since done any thing to forfeit 
the good opinion they bad entertained. For his own part, he bad 
watched the Hon. Gentleman from the day of his nomination, with 
the scrutinizing severity which, as- he had' determined to exert his 
voice and humble efforts in the cause, he regarded as an imperious 
duty — Mr. Hobhouse being to him, as it were, a new man, v^ho 
was yet to be probed and tried : and he mast say,- that, upon the 
whole, what he had seen, and what he had heard, had fully con- 
firmed his first impressions ; and that he must now r^;ard the friends 
of Reform in Westminster to be doubly pledged, by respect for 
their own cause, and justice to their candidate, to secure his elec- 
tion. In saying this, he did not, however, mean to insinuate an 
actual and entire accordance in every point with the Honourable 
Gentleman. The difference of their years, their pursuits, their 
studies, and their associations, would necessarily have produced 
sonie shades of difference in some of the multitudinous topics con- 
uected with the pursuit of a common principle; and he would shew, 
for example, his feeling upon the subject of accommodation, by 
•shewing that none of .these minute differences should interfere with 
the heartiness and enthusiasm of his general accord. He could wish, 
however, that the friends of liberty should habituate themselves to 
mark with strict discrimination the difference between coalition, or 
sacrifice of principle, for the adjustment of personal views and in- 
terests; accommodation to views differing from our own in extent 
rather than principle ; and factious separatism from personal prefer- 
ences and personal feelings — which last, and which alone, could 
disappoint the hopes of the friends of liberty. They would not 
coalesce with those who should arrogate to themselves the name^of 
Whigs, without manifesting any particle of the principles of Whig- 
gism : but if there were Whigs, or any else, that would help forward 
the cause of Beform ever so little, they would accommodate them- 
selves to him, . so far as to take with cordiality the portion of co- 
-operation that was offered. They would get the whole of their 
rights nt once, if they could have them ; but they would take them 
pieee-meal, in any proportions they could get them, rather than have 
none .at all. He then animadverted' with severity upon the- supine- 
ness of the Opposition thus far, upon the subject of Reform, but 
said he should rejoice to be called upon to retract the calumny, 
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and would be happy for once to be proved a c^nniator^ by their 
briqging forward any measure for any degree of Reform in. the re- 
presentatibn. Returnibg more directly to the' sutgect of the reao- 
iuliBn, he deprecaiec^ in dvis stage of the business, ciny attempt 4t 
division^ or nomination of abotber candidate. There were iboaey 
,he said, who talked of nominating Major Cartwright. He vane- 
irated that patriarch of Reform from ,tne devest recesses of his 
heart, and he would consider it as one of the proudest days for 
British freedom diat should see that ujprkdit and unwearied patriot 
returned, by any body of independent ,£iectors, to the Bousf of 
Commons. But witb all these feelings glowing ih his bosom, he 
should r^ard the person who should now propose him, however 
unfnfcentionaily, as a traitor to ibe pubKc cause. A Meeting had 
been held for die nomination of Candidates. It was competent to 
any Elector at that time to hav6 nominated Major Cartwright. He 
was not then nominated : another was nominated, and by avast ooa- 
jority i4>proved. Since that time, e^iery honorable exertion had 
been made in behalf of that Candidatfr*-^the enemy had been driven 
from the ield; and nothing but relaxation of their i^ilance, or 
disunion among themselves, could disappoint lliem of their ukimate 
triumph. In such a state of things, die person who should propose 
Major Cartwright, woidd slander, in temty, ikt grey hairs of that 
vttieiable Reformer, by imputing tx» him so narrow a prindple as 
IMi^ferring the personal gratifficatioa pf beii^ a Candidate, or even 
the prospect of being a Representative of Westminster, to the una* 
ninuty which at present prevailed, and the assured success wlijch 
noditng but 'ill4imed divirion could endanger. He then entreated 
permission to submit to them this last page of die Report, which he 
had borrowed for ihe purpose, in strict accordance with this sen- 
timeqt, in the last page of the Report was the motion he had the 
hoBonr of seconding. Some, perhaps, there wer^, to wliom the 
tofmult of (fissension was more acceptable than, the triumph of pub* 
lie principle; but he solemnly exhorted every real friend of liberty-*^ 
every lover of the i%hts and Imppiness of mankind^^-«very Wdi* 
vidnal wtio would not bastardise himself as the spurious miatura 
of some forekn stock-^but would shew the pure legitimacy of 
bis blood (a legitimacy of more importance than one that was 
much talked about at present), and would shew his descent from 
those Anglo-Saxon ancestors who had laid Ae first foundations of 
opr constitutional liberties, to rally round tb^ Candidate <rf theSr 
nominaition. 

Mr.iluKT came forward to address the Meeting, but the iqproar 
bei^me so great, that the Chairmao was utnlder the necessity of en* 
treaQi^ the atteiHion of the Meeting to any Gentleman who wished 
to adchress them. 
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;'. A {Mtrttal hearii^ beiog obtainedf 

Mr. Hunt said, that he attended here lo-day to put 8oiiie.que»« 
-tions to Mr. Hobhouse. He never aa^ him, to the best of Ida 
: koowledgey before the last day's Meeting. He had then with great 
.fliodiesty and deconun/ withdrawn^ while his own immediate merits 
. w.erethe topic of conversation. In his Absence, on. the last dajr^ 
: hisifriends answered some qiiesUons which he (Mr..Hunt) had put 
'.to iheln respecting the pretensions of Mr. Hobhouse. One Gen* 
' tieman (Mr..Tliel1vall) rather angrily said, Mn Hobhouse. had done 
;a great deal to shew his. principles/ for he had thrown away his 
'.family sooner than abandon his principles^ .\ (Mr. Thelwall here de- 

• ttied having made use of this declaration.) . 

'Mr« HuN,T resumed — He said, that some such expressions were 
< used on the former occasion, arid the Churman bad. said it was no 
1 flight .'sacriiSce for a man to make, to give up his fanaily to support 
- bis opinions. , But it wias due to tb^ Chairman to say^ that he con- 
i trikdicted this part of the Bepprt of his speech in a lelter from the 
rcountcy. A letter also camo forth • from Mr. Hobhouse on the 

• ocqasioUy which did honour to liis head and heart. It. shewed he 
fWas not about) to palm himself upon the. Electors of Westminster 

• under tbi$ diisgui^, but that be was living in complete^ concord with 
-his Own family.^ (Cms of" tVhat haee txHS to di^withkisfafnifyT* 
; And the opposition to Mrw Hunt became so general, that the Chair- 
, man, was obliged again to appeal. to the Meeting to obtain for him 
«a hearing.) 

; Mn Hunt, as soon as sUence cou]d be obtained, contended for 
, his right to be heard on the present occasion. . Fair play was his 

• mptto—rhe meant to deal fairly, and hoped respectfully, but with- 
..out disguise, with particular individuals. Mr. Hobhouse had stated 

• that he was ready la answer any questions which might he put ti> 
^ him. He would therefore ask that Gentleman, if he recoUected 
. makitig.any strong perional allusion to him, some time ago^ at the 
. Gup Tavern ? 

^ Mr. Hobhouse replied,: most certainly not. ... 

Mr. Hunt then said, itmust.hi^vieb^n an error in the news- 
paper reports.-7*(^ /^?fgA.)-rMr. Hobhouse wa^ in them*' repro- 

', sented to have said, that, m individual .during the la9t contest had 
had the audacity to mount ah orange cockade, and a cap of liberty, 
the emblem of revolution^ ^id that he had no doubt the individual 

• who had done so, would have no hesitation to wade up to bis knees 
in blood to attain his object.-— (Lotic/ and continued opposUion to 

Jht speaker.y^Ue then chafed the Chairman with. hayiqg. said that 

. it wa^ ii|ipossible tO; secure Major Cartwright's retii^rn; tfa^ MajoHs 

; friends were of a different opiniQn> and they, me^nt at the last 

Meeting to have proposed him, were it not for a trick by which 

they were prevented from obtaiijing a hearing. Mr. Wooler, who 
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tae^i lo have proposed the Msgor^^ was put down because he wa» 
pp eleictor ; and wbUe the Baronet held that all parties were heard 
at the las.t Meeting, had pr^ven^ed Mr. J. Gale Jones being heard.—* 
{A long interruption was again occasioned by the disinclination to 
hear Mr. Hunt.) — If they did not think Mr. Hobhouse able to an- 
swer the questions which he n^eant to put to himy then the^ did 
yigbt in keeping up' the tumult* If they thought he had an answefi 
they, should allow him the opportunity of giving it. . He meant to 
propose an amendment to the motion now before the Chair, which 
was, that . a», the Major's friends were prevented by management 
from having a hearing at the former Meeting, all the proceedings 
which flowed from it must be considered as irregular ; and that a new 
Meeting should be called in Palace-yard, to enable the Electors of 
Westminster to consider of a proper person to fill up the present 
vacancy in their representation. Tlie former proceedings were un- 
fair, hia (Mr. Hunt's) friends were refused admission, while the. 
friends of the Hon. Baronet had free ingress.— (Crt« qf^No/NoJ*) 
B^ concluded by moving the following amendment :— 

" That, in consequence of the proceedings of the last Meeting, 
held in this room, having been charged, by several persons, with 
{iaying been uqfairly conducted, a General Meeting of the Electors 
of Westminster be called in Palace Yard, to consider of a proper 
person to represent Westminster.'' 

Mr. Hobhouse denied having alluded to Mr. Hunt in the 
manner he had pointed out. What he had said at the Gun Tavern, 

in Pimlico, was this— that the Court , Caleb Baldwin, had 

hoisted an orange cockade, and that he (Mr. Hobhouse) had no 
doubt that the same persons who steeped the kennels in Dublin 
with bloody would not stop 3t the renewal of such sanguinary scenes 
in the streets of London. He disclaimed havmg made the allusipn 
to Mr.Hunt-r-it was meant for a very different quarter. 

Mrj WoOLBK denied that he attended the last Meeting, for the 
purpose of proposing Major Cartwright, but he did attend in the 
lull and confident expectation that such a proposition would have 
b^en made, and was only dissuaded fr^m making stich a motion 
,^mself,' when he found no fitter person stepping forward to do it, 
by the expression of opinion from certain quarters, that there wM 
no chance of being able eventually to secure the Major's electionl 
He lamented this apparent apathy to the Ipnjg and noble sendees of 
the venerable advocate of Reform. It was ariot|ier proof of public 
ingratitude to an old and long-tried patriot.--( Great £ijiip&use.)«~ 
When the late vacancy occurried, he had heard of the proposition for 
Mr.iKinnaird with great surprise— he did not mean to disparage 
jthat Gcgntleom, but he could not look upon his claims a^ bearing 
any coroparisom' with those of ihe veuerable Major's. The fact wais^ 

F 2 "^ 
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lie ivas convinced tlie latter migfit have dUcceedcd^ if his cause ha<} 
been/ as it ought, heartily Espoused, for the C6hH hireKng fled at 
(he approach of a ^steady and organised opposition. From the 
caution and circumspection about telecting^ popular candidate, one 
would have thought Sir Murray Mtowell M*a8 a great Goliath, and 
diat it rei^uired a second Bavid to contend with him; — {Lander.) 
He knew it Wonid be the pride and glory of Majbr Gartwright to 
get into Pariiament ; if he fell there, he would at least fall in the 
tomb of thetiation's liberties. He concluded by recommending a 
^ort delay, to ascertain what steps might y^t be taken to secure the 
Major's retnrh at the ensuing election — and he Conjured Mr; Hob- 
house to defer for the present to the Major his honourable purpose. 
Major To aKENs ntade sin animated appeal to the Meeting, in 
vi'hich he did justice to the merits and services Of Major Cart^ 
wright, iiiid regretted the impossibility of puttii^ him in nomination 
wim any prospect of eventuill success. They h«d alr^y seen the 
venelaUe MsJor put in nomination, and the vely small support 
which he on (hat occasion received. His friends had now lost the 

Sublic opportunity of putting him in nomination, and it wonld, he 
lought, bennfoirto start his pretemdons, great as they undoubtedly 
Were, to bar the success of such measures as had already been 
matured for another popular cantfidat^. ' 

Mr. GAiiE JoNEfi made several efforts t6 obtain a bearing, but 
without effect. 

Doctor Wat SON read a letter from a Gentleman named Nortfi-* 
more, in support of Major C^rtwrighf s claims. 

Mr. Campbell recoteimerided union and concord to the Friends 
of Reform. 

Sir ChablbsW6lS£LET said he was not an ekctor, but he 
would only detain them while he ottered three short sentences t-^ 
The first was, That he conceived Major Cartwright had been ill 
treated ; the second was, That be held in bis - band, a piiblilhed 
letter from Major Cartwright, on the conduct of Sir FriMcb Bur- 
dett and the Westminster Committee, which he thought called for 
an answer from both ; and the third and la^ tentence was. That be 
recommended an ac(iuie8cence in the proposition of Mt.Woolar, 
to pause and see what steps could yet be tak^n in support of the 
Major.—- (^/jp/atise.) 

The Chairman desired to know whether uny other person 
wished to address the Meeting, before ha rose to make a few 6b- 
servations. No person appearing, the Ciiairman proceeded to ea<^ 

Eress hiis astonishment at the charge of partiality which bad been 
rought against him by Mr. Hunt, for that Gen0eman bad ex- 
pressed his sense of the impartiality with which his (Sir F. Burdett) 
had tteated hun.-^'^ Yes,*' observed Mr. Hunt, ** soht as regards 
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rrajiMlfy but not vHh reipect to othiers.'') Sir Francis tlien aiked 
Mr^ Jonea— !-Did Tioterfere \vitb your. upealcing^Mn Jones? — (Mr. 
Jones said, ^^ No, tou pid not.") He should be sorry if any im- 
pression went ^ro^d. that he had not discharged his dt|ty in the 
. Chair with impartiality, when his uniform practice was $o allow 
even ft latitude pn sui^ occasions. Mr* Hunt had alluded to sui ip* 
correct statement which had found its way into a report of his 
speech at the last Meetiug. Reports of speeches at crowded pub- 
lic meetings were often inaccurate, because the task of taking them 
was one of great difficulty. What he did say on that occasion w^s, 
that the known warmth of attachment which Mr. Hobhouse had for 
his family was peculiarly great ; but th^t sti)l he had been impelled 
by a sense of paramount duty to adhere to his own political principle!^, 
nptwithstandiiig the painful private feelings which this differewe 
must have imposed upon a man of bis warm domestic attachment. 
Mr. Hunt had insinuated, that when he (the Chairnuin) spoke of 
Major Cartwright^s little chance of success in the struggle, he had 
done so after an understanding with the Major. — JiMr. HurU^ ^^ I 
supposed so/*) — It was hard to be made apswerable for ac^ ajpd 
sentiments, and opinions, which a poan never did hold ; but it was 
still harder to be made responsible for ^ven the suppositioiiii which 
might enter into any Gentleman's mind*-— (^^ laugh, and I^eoriy^ 
But for this supposition of Mr.Hunt there was not me smallest founda- 
tion. He had always plaiply and. frankly /expressed his opiniou.that 
Major Cartwright had no chaDce of succeeding in getting returned 
for West^ninster; indeed he had till now conceived the pure- pa- 
triotism of the M^<^ io have been unaccompanied by any $elnah 
feding of vanity. Indi^d be bad eveia expressed his wish that the 
Mak)r should not gi^ into Parliament — firsts because he thought it 
wpmd occasion bis dieatk; and^ secondly, because he .thougj^t the 
House of Coj)|mons the last place in the country in which the 
Major could serve the cause of liberty* He had pever uni^erv^ued 
the venerable Major's perseverance and efforts ; on tl;ie contr^i^f, 
lie had uniformly praised them; but he thought they were mor^ ef- 
fective for the people in the manner in which the Major was accus- 
tomed to make them — by hb writings and addresses. — {Applause.') — 
Suc^i being his opipipii, he avov^ed it, and this was the '^ head and 
front of his offenoKfg/' (fe wfM^prry to be obliged to make ao^ 
remark upon the Major's lecent letter, which had been. alluded to 
by Sir C. Wolseley. He bad. talked (^ '' tricks and management,'' 
Py whom W€tre tb^y.made, and of what did, they consist? Why 
did he in this respect give countenance to what be knew, from Jii^ 
own actual knowledge, to be the falsehoods of Mr. Cobbett ? 
The Major should have been above countenancing insinuations 
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' iM^bich he knew were' grbimdless.' The Chairman concluded 
thus :-^'' Major Cartwright says in his letter, that I may end my 
days like the Duke of Riehmbnd, in the office of Master-General 
of the Ordnance. I really cannot say, how, or in what situation, 
I may end my days*-— he must indeed be a bold man who can pre- 
dict his future acts ; for any thing I can at present know, I can't 
say that I may not become an oyster ; but 1 may venture to express 

' a belief, that while my faculties and feelings continue, the day will 
never come which shall separate me from the assertion of the liber- 
ties of the people.— (Grea^ apptause.)-^l trust that a plain straight 
fonvard line of conduct will' in a little time furnish tlie best answer 
ta the censure which has been cast upon me. I know I must be 
liable to misrepresentation, and to my share of calumny ; but fur 
the judgment of my acts I am ready to throw- myself on the opinion 

• of my country.— -(Jf/ip/atise.) — If it were a crime to nominate such 
m man as Mr. Hobhouse, and to have that nomination affirmcfd by 
a body of. 1,400 Electors, such as are now present, I then am 
•guilty of that crime. Of Mr. Hobhouse I should say nothing, and 
for this plain reason, because he is now present. But let my con- 
duct be as base as blackness can make it, what is thtt to the course 
you are called on to pursue in the election of a Member to be your 

* Representative in Parliament ? It was for ^ou to proceed in the 
performance of your duty in the manner which your own judgment 
should suggest, without digressii^ into what might have been my 
character or acts. If the venerable Major has cause to complain 
against any one, I think it is against his friends who have been so 
tardy in advancing his claims^ and who, when they did advance 
them, really did so with 30- little advantage to the object of their 
r^ard, and with such a disadvantage to the Friends of Free- 
A>m already arrayed in the business of the Election." — {Great ap^ 
flauiei) 

Mr. Hunt's amendment was now put and rejected by an immense 
majority, seven hands only being held up for it. 
' The original Resolution was then carried by acclamation, not 
more than twelve persons dissenting. 

It was then moved and seconded : — 

^* That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to Sir Francb Bur^- 
dett, for his able and impartial conduct in the Chair, and also for 
bis continued exertions to procure for the people of England their 
lost share in the Government of the Country.'^ 

On the question being put, it was carried in the affirmative^ by 
acfclamation, with only tw6 dissentient voices. 

The Meeting was then dissolved. 



Thb meeting having terminated so favourably, itwasr notiitia^* 
gined that there Mrould be any opposition ' to Mr. Hobhoti^e from- 
any RefcH*mer; but the next day there appeared large placards in ^ 
the streets, whicb stated, that Sir Francis Burdett had deciaredtha^' 
** if Major Cartwright should be proposed, Sir Francis would 'Vote 
for him. ' It was, therefore, generally understood that Major Cart- 
wright would be proposed. On Wednesday appeared the High 
Bailiff's Rescript, fixing the Election for the Saturday following,^ 
Feb. J 3. The next day^ a violent letter in the Morning Chronicle, , 
addressed to Mr. Hobhouse, seemed to announce that the Whigs 
Were resolved to oppose that gentleman, who was called upon expli- 
citly to state his opinion as to " Annual Parliaments ofid Universal 
Suffrage.*' 

** TO JOHN CAM HOUHOUSB, E$Q. 

'< Sir— Your speech to the Meeting of Westminster EijeoHwa on 
Tuesday last, at the Crown and Anchor, has so totally destroyed, 
your character for fair and honourable dealing; that manyof us who ^ 
were once disposed to think well of you in this respect^ now feel 
ourselves compelled to bring your professions to the test, and to call : 
upon you Tor a distinct, specific avowal of what you mean to do . 
on the question of Reform, when you shall be returned to Parlia-^) 
rnent. 

• " You are asked, then, in the nanse of the Indapfndent Interest -. 
of Westminster, If any proposUion thaU be submitted to lAe House 
of ConHnions for Annval PAftbiAMSNTS and U;N1VKR8AL> 
Suffrage, will you, or will you not vote for such ptopo^^ 
sitiohf 

** It will not do to tell us that you are a friend to Radical Rts- : 
form. What do you understand by * Radical Reform i* 

^* Do you mean the Radical Reform of the Constitution of the 
House of Commons, or do you mean the Radical Reform of* the 
abuses in the Government of the State'* 

'' ff you mean the fifst, tell us whether you consider as radical 
any Reform which shall fall short of Annual Parliaments and Uni- 
versal Suffrage ? 

** \{ you mean the last, retract your calumnious attack on Mr. 
Fbx and his friends in your speech of Tuesday. YoO there s^id, 
after avowing yourself in favour of the Court doctrines hgvio&t,* 
party^ 'that the leader (meaning Mr. Fox)' whose memory a: cer- 
tain party was celebrating throughout the country, was the prooitr 
ifent advocate of that radical Reform which the members of* 
this party were daily sneering and scoffiilg at.' 

" Mr. Fox, and you know it, Sir, never was the advocate ctf' 
Annual Parliaments or of Universal Suffrage ; nor does the party 
of which he was the Jeader^ op any mem^rof it within the walls 
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of Pttriamenti or toy sufiporter of its principles out of Parlki* 
QeDti ' sneer aad leoff- m' that Radical Reform of abuses in the 
Govermnent of the State^ which it was the labour of Mr. Fox's 
life, and which it' is still the laboiur of theirs, to effect. 
*' And thb likewise jroi« know, Mr. Hobhouse ! 

^^ AN BLBCTOE OF WESTMINSTEB." 

It was now distinctlj seen, that the. Report of the Committee and 
Mr. Hobhouse's speech against party, had offended the Whigs. The 
editor of Tke Morning Chronicle having been charged in the Re- 
pk>rt, with taking no notice whatever of the efforts making by the 
Reformers in Westminstier, to expel the court candidate, denied the 
justice of the remark, by saying, that his paper never admitted elec* 
tioneering advertisements without payment, a line of conduct adopted 
by him as the only means of preserving his independence.* It may 
b^ permitted here to remark, tliat the Report did not complain of 
The Chronicle not admitting electioneering advertisements: it only 
called the attention of the Electors to that silence which to many 
must have appeared very strange, as several of the daily, and almost 
all the weekly newspapers had devoted $onie of their columns to the 
spei^ches of Mr. Hobhouse at the parish meetings. -No Whig can- 
didate was, however, named as likely to be proposed, nor was any 
thing known of such an intention until midnight on Friday ; When 
aft application was made to Mr. Hodgson, of the Piazza Coffee- 
House> for the use of his rooms to accommodate a Committee for 
conducting the Election of the Honorablb Gborge LaMb : 
Mr. Hodgson refused. 

Early on Saturday morning, placards were ported over West*^ 
minster— ^' Geo RGB Lamb fob Wbstminstbr;" and (he fol- 
lowing advertisements appeared in the Morning Chronide :-^ 

" WESTMINSTER ELBCTION. 

'^ At a Meeting of many of the friends and supporters of the 
late Sir Samuel Romilly, held this nighty Feb« 12^ 1819^ 
^' It was unanimously resolved,-— 

'' That it does not appear to this Meeting that the political creed 
avowed by either of the Gentlemen who have been proposed for 
the choice of the people of Westminster, is such as is entitled to 
our support. 

'^ lliat the naqie of the Hon. George Lamb having been sug* 
gested, and that Gentleman ^having given the Meeting assurance of 
his firm attachment to Sir Samuel Romilly's principles, and expres-, 
sed his readiness to come forward, if required, we pledge ourselves 
to use our utmost exertions to procure his* return. 

^ Mirmnt^Ckrmikkp Febmsi^y 10, iei9. 



r «< Thai tliQseveral padahei are oiTiled |o c^w^ne iMe^lgi fortk^ 
with, for the piupbse of appoioliDe Comiiik(ee% and pvoi^iog id 
tt aotive and unremitting cimvii^. 

<' Signed (by desire o£ t)ie .Meeting)) ^ 

. ^^ To th€ Wortfy. and Indq^ndent ' Ehctors <^ Westmtnstep.. 

** Gentlemen^---The latest moment at which ; t Candidate can 
come forward with a prospect of success has now arrived. To- 
lifdrrbw you are to supply the mfelancholy vacancy in your represen* 
tation. To find an adequate successor to him whom you have 16^ 
too soon for your own and his country's interest, was from the first 
hopeless/ and has ^prpyed impossible. But, Gentlemen, the loud 
and generous call of so many enlightened and liidependent classes of 
Electors for a Caiiididate whose sentiments might be' more congenial 
lo their own ihan those of the two Gentlemen already put in nomi- 
nation, dti^htnot to be unanswered; ffom any fear of personal 
charge of presumption. It is in obedidooe'to that tall alone, aiid 
with' the most unfeigned sense of my own inferiority 'that I venture 
tt) stand fon/i'ard to ask: your suffrages. 

'^ My claim to the support of the people wh6 returned Sfar 
SAMfCTEL RoMiLtT triumphantly to Parliament^ is ipuhded^imply 
on an aohbrence to his princi*fL£s, as exemplified m bis 
poHiical career, and professed by himself from the hustings, when 
at the close of the last poll he addressed you as his Constituents !for 
the first and last time. 

^ His splendid talents commanded your admiration ; but it wa9 
to bis principles and integrity that you gave your confidence. How- 
ever rare and transcendent those talents were, his principles and 
integrity, . at least, may be cherished and imitated ; and if I attdin 
(he honour of representing you in Parliament, f pledge myself to 
make them the invariable guide of my public conduct. 

" I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

^* Your faithful Servant, 

*' GsoKGE Lamb. 

' " Whi^hail, Teb W, 1819." ' 

• • ' ■ . 

It was a fina day, dnd the. Hi^ Bailiff, under the e)(peotat»oA 
of my contest takaog place, had eteded xoAf mk open soaffolding, 
iMead of the uausd covered Hastings; About nine Vcli^k die 
crowd began to asseoable. Mr« Html made his iqpfeaiance, and 
attnounced .^ they were tO' have another fifiteen days of it/' This 
iiitettjgewse was fawmrably leceived^ by some of thtMO w1k> bad ae-. 
GdBipaiiied Mr. Aont to the aca&ldiog. In half an how, Mr. 
Hobbouse^ aceom^^amed by^Sir Francis Burdott, the HooeiaUe 
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Dotii^as Kimmird/ and soihe of- the EllBcCorti .prdaeeded^ frotii the 
ConnDittee-rooiD in King^itreeti to the scene of action^ Mr/ 
James Macdonald, Mr. Lambton, Lord John RuiseUi aiidseverali 
others of the Whig party, appeared foeliind the rulings of Covent 
Garden ehurdi. At ten o^ciock, Anbur Morris, Esq. the High 
Bailiff, mounted the stage^ accompanied by the Deputy Bailiff 
Mr. Smedley, and the High Constable Mr. Lee, and read the 
usual precept, and went through the other preparatory forms. 
When he had finished. Sir Francis Burdetr, and Mr.Kinnaird, with 
Mr* Hobhouae between them^ came upon the st^e and stood un« 
covered. They were received with |be loudest shouts from the vast 
ibultitude assembled in every direction. Sir Francis Burdett 
then addressed the people : — 

** Gentlemen !— >In fulfilling the duty which I have undertaken, 
at the request of a laige body of the Electors of Westminster^ 
I shall take up but a. very few minutes of your time ; and shall take 
the liberty rather fo reserve myself, if necessary, till some future^ 
occasion, when I may reply to such arguments as are advanced by^ 
the proposers of theother^gentlemen who are Candidates for your 
suffrages* It is unnecessary for me to detain you with a detail o£ 
those principles which you know me to approve, and which I am 
satisfied you will support* After the struggle in which Westminster 
was engaged during the last Election, and after the hazard incurred, 
by die friends of freedom during that monstrous contest, I had hoped,, 
that when a meeting had been convened by the Electors for the 
purpose of consulting upon the best method of maintaining those 
principles for which they had. so manfully combatted from th^ir first 
advancement to, their complete attainment, I had hoped, I say, that« 
after a full discussion of the course which ought to be pursued^ and 
which, indeed, was adopted, not to have found any departure from 
the adopted plan, which bad for its object the support and further- 
ance of the great cause of Reform in Parliament—of Reform--rI 
mean of radical Reform-— of that which is the only measure of any 
consequence to (he people of England — of tliat which alone can 
procure for us the recovery of those privileges, to which, by the 
Constitution of diis country we are entiUed, and by nhich alone the 
remaining liberties of the land can be at all maintained. (Great 
appbinses.)^ The meetiug to which I havb before aUiided was as- 
senibled for the purpose >of considering who was ^ the most proper* 
persoii^o be nominated as your Representative.; and it was at ^t 
meeting deteomned that Mr. Hobhouse was. the: person to: whoia^ 
ihe Electors • were most . generally inclined to give.. their 8i^part»s^ 
{Rare loud shouts of ' Hobhmisefor. ever,*: somt. fern voices tnysngi 
* Cartwrightfor everJ^) As. ihat resolution iwas;dmoet unanimottaly » 
adi^)led^ and as ^ety miea8ure.bas since' been jbdoen :whicl| pmdendcL 
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l^iild dietate foT'lhe porpdse 6f OM^ryiHg it into effeieif fttf dui^ng this 
intervening int^rviil repeated' opportunities bave mad^ the Electonr 
bf -Westminster acquainted with lif r. HoUioiiise) it is the intentioii 
of Mr. Hobhouse once more -to ^present - himself before jou^ 
{Applauses,) Gentlemen ! — I cannon disguise from myself the fact 
that since, die meeting in last November^ or rather since within » 
very few days^ some persons have thought proper to adopt if different 
and. an unexpected course. The report of the disagreement amongst 
the Reformers has already, if I may judge by report, opened a door 
lo the pretensions of a Whig candidate. Now therefore is the time 
for you to\secure that character, and to maintain that commanding 
position of which by disunion you before were threatened with thif 
loss, and which is again exposed by the same indiscretion. You 
are now called upon once more to assert that integrity and indepen«^ 
dertce for which you have been so long and so justly distinguished; 
The conquest in whith you are about, so Unexpectedly, to engage, 
\vill be still more gloriousthan any pneceding struggle, and I trust 
that yoii will be crowned with -success no less signal than that which 
rewarded your recent exertions in 1^ same ciuse* Not- being cer* 
tahi what course will be pursued, or. what individuals will be4)omi« 
nated, i shall not comment upon, what may be, perhaps, only a 
rumour. I shall content myself widi fulfilling that duty which at 
the request of a lai^body of Electors Lhave undertaken, and with 
puttiiig in nomination the gentleauin tdvchbm I have before alluded, 
and who stands near me-^1 mean' Mr. Hobhouse.'^ {Shouts" Gf 
*^HobhoH8eforeoer.''^-^**Burde^tfare9erJ*) 
■ Mn DouoLAs 'KiHNArRD seconded this nomination; which 
he said he wad the more induced to do^ from his thorough conviction 
that Mr. Hobhouse was the friend of a radical Reform upon con-* 
stitutional and intelligible principles. (Applauae.} 

Mr. Hobhouse stepped forward, and was. received with re^ 
iterated shouts of' '' bravo ! bravo ! Hobhouse for ever;'' and wavh^ 
of hats in every quarter of the crowd.; He spoke as foHows :-*- 

^* Gentlemen !-*<^[ come here to redeem a pledge which 1 gave to 
the Electors of Westminsier some three months ago. In my address 
to them after the nomtnalioii: in November last, I told them tbai^ 
i should be found at the post where I had been placed by their 
preference^ Accordingly I am come to this scene which has so 
often witnessed the triumph of independence, and which, I trusty 
will not be di^raced HbysM^i thing 1. shall say or do on the present 
mottientous' pceasidn. My late opponent, Sir Murray Maxwell^, 
kaa dso redeemed >bis plec^^ for he tcrid the Electors- <in his fiiat 
address that lie could not come .to the hustings. He is mot here 
cMber in person or by proxy. {ApploMses^ if those who smarted 
under dt the hoinrors of court: aolicitation during the but. Election; 
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if 'Ae iadependoBt £Ieeioif» «f Uvge 9r# at i^l plowed wilh lib aln 
•onoe iMid mtrcial; it is liot imposffible' but tb«t tb^y qui^ associate 
iDy nanaey taimUe as it is, with |be victoiy alr^jr achiavfc) agpinst 
one. of the aons of p^wer aod corruptiQQ. Should that bf ^^ ca3e» 
I shall feel' amply repaid for my exertioii8» s^cb as they have bppn, 
tfid sbaU regret nd effort devoted- to the cause of liberty, 

'< I adi aware thai the great share of desert and applause must 
aaturalLy faU to-tbe share of that very laig^ aod r^pectable body of 
my fdlow citizeiis who w^e called upon at the nomination in 
No«eari»er to undertake^ and who did undertake! to promote that 
nomination. I amaware that to the eaertions of 0ie pimple at large 
wlio have so nobly co<-operated with their Gommitt^es^ most in great 
measure also be attribiited the defeat of the coqrt candidate. I 
know ako that^ it is the great cause which has inspired the pepple, 
and not my feeble vaioe^ whicb has called diem to Uieir duty. JSut 
these considemtions, instead of diminishing' a^ satisfaction, only 
make me the: more prottd-r-proud of my associates — proud qf the 
noble oii^ols we have mutually in view^i-rproud of being tbougbt 
motAf^i being thus taken from the ranks to fight fpremost in the 
furious struggle for ibo' independence of Westminster. {Great 
applaud.) Surely, Gentlemen, • I may wiihoiit arrogance coogra* 
tnlate myself, that 1, 'being one of the people, have been chosen by 
the pbople^ t6 do the woriciof the people. iJj^lame$f) 

^^ The nomination of the 17th of November, »• which- th^re were 
pot more tbaii[.fi«e-and-tweDty hands held up in jfavour of any other 
individual, left very little doubt of ^ the real incUnaUons of the 
WKiUmj aiid all I haive sdentat fifieen.or si«teeQ fHibljq me^tjpgs in 
Ae parisliei^ has only confirmed the flatteriiq^ conviction. Not only 
Sir Mumy MaxweU, but i)tfaer. names assayed for otb^r interests 
have since feded away <Mie after the other^ aiad have left the- popular 
cause high and abne above the horizon. Little or. no doubt was 
entertaisted that the great body of the EUectcov acquiesced in die 
nomination of last November; but. I was nevertheless resolyedpre- 
vsousfy to this «day, again to slibout myself to the: only test which, 
under the circumstances, was in my power; and. accordingly, on 
Tuesday last I inquirled' of a very large assembly of the Electors 
vrhether their prefercnl^e still > remained fiaed. upon myaelf. Yot 
know the result Of 15Q0 persons «ssenibled^ only twehre haodr 
were held up in favour of othei^ claims,* add the original oominatiion 
was agun carried by accbmation. After this decision,, it is not; I 
shoold hope^ .mth any indecent presumption that I say I come here 
supported by the good . wishes; of a majority cf tbe ElectorSN I 
trust that it ia no presumfition, after such repeated tokens of gaod 
#ill and preference, for me lo ^ay, that having been so breuf^t 
hidier, here I will remain, and remain, to the last. {.BtoM! intpol) 
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I trttflK that the Elecldrs 4ire*coniniiced ihat it wofimmum Mtesi 
amongst the fiieiids of Reform/ tkbt disuiam cannot be>^rly . 
chaFged to me. If it coold^ I should csleen mfyaelf .aitmkor to the 
cause which f had pretended to espouse* * I should eriteem mysdf 
an ahetCoi- of an linworthy tyrannical attempt to > force the opinioo 
of the minori^ upon the majority. I should esteem myiBelf as 
one who would sacrifice JiisfriendSy hb conntry, aqd his cause> Sot. 
die sake of gratifyitig a silly desire e( self-distinction ; as one, wha, 
instead of being the promoter,- should rather be considered the 
Marplot of the most nbble and pttriolic of. all undertakings*' It 
seems, however, that afioAier appeal is to be made to the pdblicJn 
behalf of the gentleman who was proposed to the meeting on Tues-^ 
day last, and « was supported by twelve hands. . Well, Oentlenfen! 
there is some consolation in thinking that the contest between .me 
and diat gentleman, if there is to be a contest, wiU be conducted 
upon the pure principles of election; we may bepre^ suseAerci 
will be no bribery, no threats, on either part. I trost also there 
will be no falsehood, do artifice. As an easnest of iriy own inten- 
tions, I will not. open by maldn^you a^ number oJf^ promises^ ihe 
usual flowers of hustings rhetoric. I will not tell yon that I will 
make die shtUiii^ loaf seH for sixpence, or that I will foroo.tbd 
Speaker to take the Chair at ten o'clock* These I take-tO' be un^ 
worthy arts ; unwoithy of your intelligeiice, and. of the respectabilky 
of a Candidate for your suffrages. The *£lectora of Westmindtef 
are not like goods at *ali auction to be ^made over to tbe^'bighesf 
bidder. It Will suffice for me to promise that if returned' to .Par- 
liament I shall think myself bound to promote diat which has ao 
long been the object of the Electors of W«Btminster. I mean a 
Rabical REFaRM." (Here Mr. Hunt cried omt "Aye,* aye; 
listen now ! ^ ami some one $aid, *^ What do you mean by Rsidioal 
Reform ? "^ " I thank the Elector iwho^has asked me the ^eslion. 
1 always consider that man my friend who gives me theoccasion pf 
explaining my opinions. Gendemen WI have been ^estioued, or; 
to use the right v^ord, tortured, upon the greoft subject of . Parlia- 
mentary Reform.* A gr^at deal of representauon^ or rather^ of 
misrepresentation, has been made, as ta my typinipos oil tbis mobM- 
tons ^ointk lliose who have been busy to in^ur0 me^ and to iigur^ 
your causo) have said that I gave a pledge to support annual parr 
liameuts - and universal suffrage; I have given no such pledge-^I 

* The writer in the Black Dwarf, ani'otlrers, w«re very jocose lipott Mr. Hsb- 
hovas'l introdiiottim ofitheWoid fcji^uie^'km Mn Hsl^^ 
than tlMt jof ast racl^IectiM that ha was addranuw. soine who did not know thai 

tMeklm'aiid tmiwre were onginaliy the same word. This was evidently aU Mr. . 
[obhaase ateant, when he 'alluded to* the rude manner .in which lie had been 
Mjnill04Aef«cN(ba'' ia<the>MsniiBg^2toeniBk. 
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Inve bccft mked far no such jikdge. The^ealleiiieii who vdoiiiwled 
me propoaiNi me as a man fit to advance, the joat claims of the 
peo|»te to ' Parliainenta of a short daration, and to a fu/l, free, 
wad equal Aare in the choice of their Representatives/ They 
thot^^t this sufficient, but the information which I have not alloived 
to be extort bj an enemy, I shall most readily give to a fri^tid ; 
and in ofder to prevent the mistakes willingly made by your adver* 
fariesy.i shall read what I have writteo'as descriptive of my of^nion^ 
on Reform. (Mn Hobhome here read from a paper.) * Annaal 

* Parliaments and universal suffirage have been mixed togetfier for 

* the sake of confounding the subject; but they are distiiic^ and 
^ separate, and upon each of them I claim your separate attention, 
f Upon, the latter of the two J think it right to say that/ 1. consider the 
' extension of sufiVage to be not only of secondary, but even of third 

* rate importance. The first object for the people of Eogladrt to 
< obtain ja equality of ngbt of annragie; in other words, that' there be 

* one and the same .qiudificaUon, be that what it may,, for 6very 
^ Elector in the commonwealth. The second object is, Chat equality 

* of aambera- elect each represenialiie. Tliese ojbjects obtained,^ 
^ then, if [ am asked ivbether security fr^m raisgovemment by a real- 
^. representation may be preserved by an extension of suffrage, short 
i:of umversal, I. answer, Yes, by an extension far short of universal.: 

* How far short is a question for fair discussion, tod honest difference 

* of opinion : in such a discussion the course of my judgment' would 
' b^ towards. the largest. 1 have not hitherto felt any alarm at the 
' notion df a free people being really the choosers of their own re- 
^ preaintatives, but I should think myself unfit to claiiH the character 

* of a man of sense, or your support, if I denied that with equality 
f' of right of suffrage, and equality of numbers of constituents, there 
'might be irarious limits not inconsistent with our object. With 

* regard to annual parliaments, I should consider myself the greatest 
f coxcomb that ever pretended to political knowledge, were I to say 
' that twelve months is the precise golden time within which Elections 
f nmst periodically recur^ id order to secure your liberties. Were 
' Elections to take place every 13, 14, £0, or ^4 months, the object 
^of keeping the representatives properly identified with their con^ 
^ stituents might /)erA<ips be sufiiciently secured. Bu( it is my 
' opinion that every Parliament is- too long that con be mefuUy 
' made shorter. I see no objection to annual parliaments, but Iau\ 
' yery willing to admit, that with parliaments of a longer duration, 
'/a nation may be both great and free.' 

'' After this declaration of my principles, Gentlemen, I trust that 
it is not necessary f6t me to say more thstn that I consider a radicaF 
Reform in the Representation as the paramQunt necessity of these 
times, and that I shall vote Sot every measure that had thf nemotest 
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tendency to promote thai de8trable;eiid* I must'lier^ rapeat whait 
1 have so often told you^ Uiat I am of oo parly/, and timt I consider 
Mr. Hbrne Tobke tdd you r\gbt when be saU tutfenty years ttgo 
ifaat * every man's honour is safest in his; own keeping/ If chosen^ 
I shall consider myself ais the Representative of the people, and of 
thet people only, eent to do their business, and th^r business only { 
without any other recompense than their favour, and the consciouaw 
ness of. having contributed to the utmost of my power to restore to 
them the share which they have lost in the management of their own 
^airs. To you, Gentlemen, I look for support durii^ die present 
contest, for I have no other friends than you. I shall be assaicd 
on «U sides, aa 1 have been.assailed on all aides. The court party 
will never forgive me for having been the< instrument in your h«oda 
of rescuing your city^ fr6m their intended subjection. The aristo- 
cracy will be equally -relentless against. <Ane who makes it his boast 
that he belongs to that class of his Majest/s suhgeets called the 
people, and. who considera their interference in elections as equally 

Simicious with the influence of the crown. Had I been silent on 
is head, I Jcnow I might have spared myself the oj^position whick 
Upw threatens me ; bot out of respect '. both for my adversaries and 
tof myselfy / should scorn to have secured a single vote by my silenHD^ 
whick I. shall lose by. my sincerity* I have, taken my stand. The 
people have brought me to thfs> place, and at their bidding only wiH 
I retire/' 

Mr. Hobhouse withdrew, amid^ great acclamations, and with 
Sir F. Burdett . and Mr. Kinnaird retked to the back of the stage. 

Mr. Nicholson . and Mr« Buwie* then appeared opthe ImmuxI; 
Imni^diately loud sliouts of '' Off, offy off, Na tumcoai. No 
Sowie'** were raised up in every quarter. Mr. Nicholson then 
began speaking, but the sliouts of '^ Hobhouse fetr ever," and the 
other noises were so great and incessant^ that.it was. impossible to 
hear him. Mr. NicholsouV reported speech b as follows :-t- 

^' He said that, ten minutes before, he had not entertained di4 
most distant idea of offering himseif to thttr notice^ and it was only 
in consequence of the latter part of the address of Mr. Hdl>boH8e 
ibat he did so i)ow^ < He could say that it was not' such an address 
as the people of Westminster expected to hear, or auch as they had 
a ijght to esj)ect. Mr. Hobhouse had, indeed, affected to give an 
explanation of bis principles ; but he mast for one confess he did not 
understand them ;- and be would venture to assert they were such as 
had never before beeq propounded in. any popular assembly. If he 
understood any thing of them, they were in direct opposition: to 

' * Mr.' Bowie bad been •% member of Uie' Qeasrai Gammittee of tbe JEUeeten 
appointed to conduct the election of Mr. Hobhouse, aa active member^ of the 
St. James's Committee, and bad taken tiie Chair at tbe second parodiiid m^t- 
iof of that pariib; » 
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ih<tae ^dneh WcMninCer htd alwmjs sttpportad . (LomI crtn of 
No/ No/ ii«2 Doom/ Down!) S v Fraads Bunielt iyui brovjjtl 
into Pariitiiieiit a Bill in iMonr of^imiverssit suflfrage, anduntesn 
they returtied another iRepveaentative holding the same principles, 
they wqhU not do ^their diity^ Sir Francis had also declared at the ' 
CrMrn and Anchor, that Major. Cartwright -was the fittest person to 
represent them, {Be mver Sid! Faise! Off! of!) thoi^ he 
thought his return unallainahk.. That, however, wss matter of 
opinion, svhioh was disputsUe. Ife trusted that the childish idea 
that the Major was too old had long been. exploded, {He is too olicL) 
and therefore he would not wnste a moment in discussing that ob** 
jection; but he insisted it was tbdr dutyto elect a ano th^ Iluow 
in preference. to a yonng man almost an.entire stranger, {Hotkouse 
for ever!) and who imd Mb day made a declaration of principles 
quite unintelligible. (Great damonr*) He would defy any man 
present .to -explain what were tlie principles of Mt% Holrfioase, 
althongh tfa^ had heard him #ead his dedaralion* (<Mf / of!) H^ 
believMJ, however, he so.fiir understood 'him,, as that lie might saMy 
asasrt he was an enemy to universal suffrage. (Off! off! off!) -Was 
not this die fact ? (Off! (ff!) If be had misMed Mr. Hobhouse's 
principles, <bt hoped he would sethim right. To annual parliaments ' 
he ihad avowed himself «qualy adverse. {Of! off!) On tbese two 
great 'questions he had certainly aye wed hnasefr manfully, sind if 
diey now elected him, they only would be to blame. He would giv^ 
him ci««ht for sinoerily; luv) hie wuidd repeal that as he did not bold 
such sentiments as Westminster holds, or tas Sir Frsncis BurdeCt 
hdds, it woold be the highest absurdity to elect two men of totally 
opposite principles. (Here 4he erie$ beemne "lovder, Off I eff! 
df! Ho Cartwr^ht ! No crazy oldfelhw ! Hobhomefir ever J) 
He stood there as an lEIector df Westmtaster, and had a right. to 
deliver his opinion, and he would maintain that right in defiance of 
clamour ; so that the more patience they had, the sooner they would 
be relieved. {iMughteny and off! off!) Were the pieople of West- 
miwiter to have a Refbruncr for their member or not? He under^ 
stood that they vrere to have another i:andidate proposed, who was 
said to be a friend of Bieforni. Sr Fmncis Burdeti^ had told them 
that 'this gentleman was a Whig, fAd be would no doubt talk of 
Reform bs it was a subject oa whieK they«were all agre^. But 
diis was^not sufficient. It was necessary they ebauld know distinctly 
what they 'meant by Reform. Had 'Mr.Hobbouse distinct^ toM 
Hieni what he meant? (Yt$! yes! '^! (ff!) He would appeal 
to llie woittby Bavonet \dio introduced him, (in no very flattering 
maanar eartainly) whether he had understood his declaration. Mr. 
Pitt was far more intdligible on the subject of Reform, though he 
afterwards deserted the cause, as indeed was generally the case | fe«Y 
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men were of the same prmciples at Ike bqpnDiiig, Ike middtey and 
the cioee of their Ikes. Major Cartwright, however^ stood so high 
M'the estioiation of the: country, that to compare him with aoy other 
■Mil would be to degrade bini. {Bravo! kuses, and of I offl^ 
Firm, oaiform, and coiisisteDt,f he had held on his way in tha. great 
werh, without deviatioB or relfzatioa. He it was that had. created 
that universal feeling 'of the necessity of Reform which* pervaded 
every county, every town, and almost every family of England^ 
With respect to his bodily capacity to Adfil the duty of their Repre^ 
linlatke, he could tell theai that^ advanced in years as he was, ha 
eoold still walk twenty miles a day, :{LamlUer and hisses*) .and ha - 
even- MOW was occupied in labouring the whole day, apd a great part 
^ the night, for their benefit. ^ His powers were unimpaired,, and 
miek if he could net walk, it was their duty to carry him into Par« 
liament on their shoulders ; to place him in that house which allowed 
fio anent'witfaoaft lis owa wd^Us ; and let him introduce his Bill 09 
Ae great and vital qocsliob of Reform in the face of it If that 
Bill shodd be foand impracticable, or on wrong principles, let it be 
rejected ;-but let them be united now and Tetura Um, if only for omi 
sestiQtt, nbal'the ^uesrion might have a hij^ trial. It might be. wan$ 
of • mceUigeaee * which prevented him from comprehending Mr* 
Hofcbouse's declaration, and if he would now >eofai^ forward, .and 
didare for universal euffrage, he would jnstuitly wididraw Majoe 
€ai4wr^ht. The Miyor was at least intelligible, and. from him they 
asa^t have something expficit and tangible. He would conclude 
with nominalkq^ him as a ^ person ^to r^reseni them in Pof 
HameniC' 

'Mr. BowiB.'^This gentleman was much worse received than 
Ml:. Nicholson; he was .scarcely < suffered to speak a word withoiit 
interrupcion : hisses, gnnuis, and cries of ^ No ttimcoatr^*^ No 
Judas f'-^** No BoheaT He is. reported to have, said,*--^ 

•<^ <]ft was iittpossibie for any one to delineate justly the character 
of that excellent man. Major Caitwright. He h^ been before 
them forty-^five ]^ars as a public man, and for more than fifty years 
he 'had been universally known as an honest, excellent, and upright 
ONttii ' inf «|or Cartwrighl's great principle was this, — .that <ev^y mtm 
eftWenty^one-years of age, and unimputable with crime, should be 
allowed Id' vole for menribere of parliament. They also knew detfrly 
hirtentinienia on annua) parliaments; and to those sentiments he 
had never yet fojund any reasonable objections. In fine, he was the 
bast^ frieodto'tbe royid fanrily^ and to the people: he bad fought 
tii(0ir4i*|^es| and had established some known principles as a rallyiiig 
l^ini to M^real 'Reformers/' Mr. Bowie retired amidst loud b«ssesi^ 

Mr. George Lsmb, Mr. Jamei Macdonald, and Mr. Evans of 
Fall Mally^ wiM had Udierto beeu stundiag within the rails of Co* 
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v^tit Garden church, now came forward, sod ascended the platforms 
Immediately a considerable outcry was raised in aU quarters of '^ Na* 
fVhig r— <* No Whig /"—" Hobhoufe far ever r Mr. M acbo- 
NALu first presented himself, and was saluted with many Mgns<of 
popular disapprobation, which he bore with great good humour. 

He made some observations on the value ,of popular elections: 
he' said, *^ This was Ho day of triumph and exultation. They had 
lost in Sir Samuel Romilly, a father and a friend; the constitutioB 
had lost a guardian, and the state an ornament.-— (^pp/auses.) Ho# 
much he was the friend of die people, lie had proved, by shewing 
thiat he scorned to delude them, and that when worn down by pub- 
lic cares and private calamity, he would sooner perish than betray 
bis trust. How greatly he venerated .the constitutim he had proved^ 
by strenuously opposing every attempt to undermine it; and that he 
was an ornament to the state was recorded by all Europe. How 
great and lamentable was the change! Almost in the very hour 
in which they had hoped to have followed his triumphal car to the 
scene of his splendid exertions, t)iey beheld his hearse passing to his 
grave. Was there any British heart who did not at that moment 
pay tribute to so much departed worth and excellence with the ge- 
nuine feeling of melancholy regret ? The question was a needless 
one. Sir Samuel Romilly had left theiii the rich legacy of his own 
examples and principles; and he would not so wrong them as to 
suppose, that in three short months all memory of them.coidd have 
passed away.^ He knew, indeed, that the virtues of that great man 
were deeply engraven in their hearts ; and would to God ! he could 
that day produce his parallel. He now only wished the Electors 
to exercise their free and independent judgments; (^Nq Whig! No 
Whig ! Dowm with the traitorous Wb^s ! Na apostate JVhigs ! 
Macdonald, go back to Calne. No borougkmongers! . No Wh^sl 
Macdonald, where's your master^ Lord Lansdowne'if No Whiff!) 
but he Would pot it to them, whether it would not be more consis- 
tent in ihem to prefer to any other person a man of promising talents 
and good character, who gave them the best of sil possible ple<jlgesy 
that he would do all they would desire, by declaring it to be his re^* 
solution to tread undeviatingly in the path of that great man whose 
loss theyiiU deplored. T^b is the man,'" said Mr. Macdonald, 
at the same time slapping Mc. Lamb on the back : here a great cry 
frdm every quarter of '^ No: Whigs T-^' No boroughsMf^ers T* 
^* Send Mr. Lamb to. a rotten boroughJ' — ** A very gpod man for 
a rotteri borough J* Mr. Macdonald condnued : '< In him tfiej 
would find an intrepid assertor of their rights and liberties, a zealoue 
snd judicious reformer of all abuses, and a practiser of that public 
integrity, which be had always, admired in his great predecessor. 
With the feelings that be now proved, recollectipg; as.. he did^those 
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with which he had last appeared on those hustings, he was little 
disposed to advance any thing that might provoke unnecessary con-' 
Ifoversy f and he should, therefore, now conclude, by proposing to 
the Electors, for their choice, his friend^ the Honorable George' 
Lamb, to represent them in parliament/' 

Mr. Macdonald retired amidst loud outcries of " No WhigT and 
^' Hobhause for ever f whi<:h were much augmented when Mr* 
Evans stepped forward: he was hissed and hooted during his 
whole speech, which the reporters gave as follows : — ^' After the 
eloquent and pathetic manner in which Mr. Lamb had been pro*** 
posed by his honorable friend, he felt that he had but little to 
say. Every one felt that Westminster, in the death of Sir Samuet 
Romilly, had sustained a loss which it was impossible to remedy, 
but which they were now to do their best to 'diminish. Three can-*' 
didates had this day been put in nomination, and he candidly con* 
fes8ed> he felt disappointed that a fourth had not been nominated : 
he meant the gentleman who stood behind him. [Mr. Hunt.] Had 
that happened, the Electors would not have failed to prove to that 
worthy person in what estimation his merits were held. Major 
Gartwright was not there. One of his friends had given him credit* 
for a new qualification for a member of parliament. They had' 
been told the Major could walk; twenty miles in a day; {laughter) 
but though he could perform this task, he had not been able to walk 
to those hustings. He wished tlie Electors of Westminster to look 
at the situation in which the country would have been placed if the 
ideas of that gentleman Had been acted upon. They would then see 
what delusions he had practised upon them, and of what serious im- 
portance it would have been to the people of England had he been 
attended to. They all knew how much the country had suffered 
from that most grinding tax, the property tax. When a meeting 
was called in Palace-yard to petition against it. Major Gartwright, 
instead of concurring with the general voice, held it useless to take 
the course proposed: ' Stuff and nonsense! pay your taxes, and 
seek relief in a Radical Reform of the House of Gommons.' Had 
his opinion been acted upon, 51 millions of money would have been 
drawn from the hard earnings of his countrymen, and they would' 
have been mulcted of their weekly pay-tables to satisfy that old, silly 
politician.— (Cries of sAame/ shame! Off! off! No fVhig!) 

'^ l^he gentleman who had seconded the nomination of the Major, 
had asserted, that his Pan>phlets remained befofe the public un- 
answered; and had seemed to infer that they were unanswerable; 
but, the truth was, they were so visionary and absurd, that nobody 
bad thought them worlh answering. The Major had been called 
the Father of Reform. They might have called him its grandfather, 
or gr«|it grandfather ; he was old enough to merit either appella'* 

a 8 
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tion ; and uDfortunately too old to perform those duties wbieb 
required of a Representative of the City of Westminster in Parlia*^ 
ment. In speakii^ of the other candidate^ he desired to be under** 
stood, as not meaning to say any thing against his private character; 
lie would speak of him merely as a pubtlic man. They had been 
told of Mr. Hobhouse's splendid talents* But how, he would ask| 
had those talents been exercised? He had used them only to de^ 
tfact from the glory of his coontrymen. Nothing he solemnly de* 
dared would have brought him forward that day, but the Fr^icl^ 
the revolutionary principles of which he had appeared the advocate* 
All those he had the honor to address, all Europe had admired the 
glory won by the battle of Waterloo. All the nations of the conti- 
nent, even the French themselves admired the conduct of the Duke 
of Wellington on that great day ; and the humanify with which tlM 
victors treated the wounded who fell into their hands, had been the 
subject of general praise ; yet for that triumph, Mr. Hobhouse had 
been able to find no better name than the ' carnage of Mont l^m 
Jtan!^ Mr. Hobhouse here said : '' Jneveruseamch an expra^ 
sion" Mr. Evans cpqtinued : he would hold himself responsible for 
writii^s he had committed to the press,, unless he disavowed a 
participation in their sentiments. J^e declared, that if Mr. Lamh 
should be returned to Parliament, he would ever be found an advxN^ 
cate for the rights and liberties of the people, and a friend to the 
freedom of the press. 

Mr. Evans retired amidst loud shouts of disapprobatbn. Na 
Whies! No Baroughmongm! No Lamb! 

i(Lr, Lamb now stepped forward,, and was very unfavorably le** 
ceived : the cries of No Whig continued through the whole of hit 
speech, which was audible pnly/fo.thos^ in the immediate vicinity of 
the Hustings. He said : no man could be mprjs sensible of the imn 
portance of those duties which the ^Electors ware now assembled to 
perform, and none would more highly appreciate the splendid talents^ 
and spotless integrity, of their late Representative. It was remark*^ 
able, that he was the first ipan of eminence on whom, when the 
writ was moved for electing a member to supply h&B place on his dev*: 
cease^ no eulogium had been pronounced in Parliament. Tba 
practice having become commoui it was thought expedient to onut^ 
the usual intrpduction ^o siicb a motion. Another reason might be: 
suggested for omitting it in this case ; it was thb, his eulogium had' 
alreifdy and recently been pronoMpced by th^ Electors of Westmitt*. 
ster ill a manner which could not be controverted, or misunderstood i 
though at th^ time they had little thought how well their pnuses of! 
him wpuld serve for his funeral pratipp. In suffering himself to .be 
proposed to them on this occs^ion, if any comparieon. were to InI 
drawn between him an4. the late member^ it would have required 
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stroAgler nerves ihtn he posdtsssed, and a,Hundred times his taleots to 
appear before Aetn. But, as that great mail tivas gone for ever, 
mich comparisons coufd only protract vaiii repifaings, and useless re- 
gf^ts. He desfred to be compared not to those who were gone, but 
to those who now presented themselves to claim the support and 
countenance of the Electors of Westminster. His opinions he could 
prove had ev^r beeb friendly to libeftj, which he had formed to the 
extent of his limited means ; and his claims he therefore thought 
were equal to those of Mr, Hobhouse. It was saicl that such a 
proceeding was improper^ b^use Mr. Hobhouse had been put in 
nomination three months ago, at a meeting in a room, which was not 
capable of containing one third of the Electors of Westminster ; 
but which ne'^ertheless took upon itself to designate the course 
whicfc ought to be pursued, in order to fill up the vacancy. He 
had hung back to the very last moment, in the hopes that some 
individual would have presented himself, whose merits were more 
tiearly equal than his own, to those of the distinguished man, whose 
loss they had to supply. Had such a person appeared, he would 
lAuch rather have solicited their suffrages in his behalf, than in his 
own. This was the cause of his coming forward so late, and th6 
difference between the Honorable Baronet and himself, was this ; 
that the Honorable Baronet and Mr. Hobhouse thought that th4 
Election ought to have been decided three months ago : whereas, he 
thought that it ought to be decided by the Electors, in the plac^ 
where he was addressing them. It was also objected to him, that 
he was a Whig candidate ; he gloried in the name of Whig. Mr. 
Fox and Sir Samuel Romilly had been Whigs, and he hoped that he 
should deserve the tjtle which had beeu borne by them, and which was 
now to be conferred upon him. The Honorable Baronet had said, 
that his being put in nomination, would produce a court candidate. 
He Wanked him for this observation, as it in effect said, that at any 
rate he was no court candidate — tfa^t he was as independent of the 
present corrupt government as the Honorable Baronet could be, 
out, because he was a Whig, it was said, he must be hostile to Re; 
form. He denied the consequence — Reform, or, to use the worda 
of Mr. Hbbhquse, intelligible Reform, had ever found its best 
friends amongst the Whigs. The essay or dissertation on Reform, 
read by Mr. Hobhouse, appeared to him a good deal like the pro^ 
ductions which fell from tim« to time from the pen of the other can- 
didate, Major Cartwright. That there were abuses in the Represen- 
tation of the People was beyond all doubt. He, however, bad not 
written his sentiments upon paper, as Mr. Hobhouse had done ; but. 
he would refer them to what was written on their minds ; he would 
refer them to the declaration made by Sir Samuel Romilly from the 
), And would say, that he was a friend to the more equal 
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tlepresentation of the people^ and to die shorter doradon of Pailia« 
Inents. He had not yet been placed in that happy situation in 
Vvhich to be able to refer to his past life (having never 'been id 
Parliament) as a test by which they might form a juci^ment of his 
future conduct. Mr. Hobhouse had spoken contemptuously of 
extravagant professions. But when he spoke of those who would 
promise that the shilling loaf should be sold for siipence, he paid 
the Electors of Westminster an ill compliment, in supposing that 
they could for a moment listen to any proposition half so ridiculous* 
He believed, Mr. Hobhouse did not perceive at the time what an 
unfortunate allusion he had made. No Reformer that he kpew of, 
had ever used language at all like this, but Jack Cade^.who had 
promised, that the pint of ale should in future be a quart. 

When Mr. Lamb had finished speaking, he and his friends retired. 
The High Bailiff now came forward, and put Mr. Hobhouse in 
nomination. In an instant the whole Market resounded with shouts 
of Hobhouse for ever ! and the hats and hands which were held up 
in every direction, showed that in proportion to the vast multitude 
assembled, the opinion in his favor might be said to be nearly una* 
nimous. The High Bailiff then nominated Major Cartwright-^ 
there appeared for him between thirty and forty hands. The ques- 
tion was then put respecting Mr. Lamb. At first it appeared that 
not a single hand was held up, but on looking back, towards the 
church, a few hands. Some said seven, some twelve, were seen. A 
burst of laughter and hisses, and cries of No Whigs ! No Apos- 
tates! resounded on every side. The High Bailiff declared, that 
the choice of the Electors had fallen on Mr. Hobhouse, who now 
again came forward and said : '^ Gentlemen, — I thank you for this 
fresh instance of your confidence in me. The choice you were be- 
fore so good as to make, has been now triumphantly confirmed. I 
may say, indeed, that it has been confirmed almost unanimously* 
After returning you my thanks, I have only to add, that as it appears 
I shall have the honor of being what is called the popular candidate 
in this Election, you will accept the advice I presume to offer to 
you, and take care that every one shall be favored with a fair and 
impartial hearing on the hustings; as well as that no occurrence, 
which can possibly disgrace your great cause, the cause of Reform, 
'shall by the utmost malice of your enemies, be attributable to you.'^ 

Mr. Hobhouse retired amidst great applauses, accompanied by 
Sir Francis Burdett, Mr. Kinnaird, and a large body of Electors. 
Mr. Evans demanded a poll for Mr. Lamb— Mr. Nicholson de- 
manded a poll for Major Cart Wright. When the greater part of the 
crowd had dispersed, Mr. Hunt made a speech — in which, he said, 
that he should support Major Cartwright, whose principles were An<« 
nual Parliaments, Universal Suffrage, and Election by Ballot; and 
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ithat be «hodld aitendonthe hustings for fifteen days^ to complete the 
work which he had commenced at the late Election, namely, the 
.unmasking of that hypocrite Sir Francis Burdett. Mr. Gale Jones 
also spoke, and the meeting then gradually broke <up. 

The High Bailiff adjourned the polling until the following 
Monday. 



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15.— FIRST DAY. 

The placards in the various quarters of Westminster were not 
very numerous. Mn Lamb's Committee, which sat in Henrietta 
Street, issued the following. — ^'^ Votz for Lamb on Romilly's 
PRINCIPLES." — " Lamb, and the principles of the 
Glorious Rbvoldtion/' The Committee of the Reformers 
sat in King Street, at Fisher's Rooms. Their placard was — ^* Vote 
FOR HoBHOUSE AND RADICAL Rbform ;" and a bill similar to 
the following was issued from each of the Parochial Committee 
Rooms. 

'^ Reform of Parliament* 

*' Parish qf St. Gecnrge. 

' '^ The Electors 6f this Parish are earnestly requested to attend at 
the Hustings, on Monday Morning, at the Opening of the Poll, to 
vote for Mr. Hobhouse. The Electors have now an opportunity 
to sliew their strength and determination to obtain a Real Reform^ 
and by an early Poll, and an overwhelming Majority, speedily to 
Extinguish all hope in their Opponents, the Advocates of Motk 
Reform! 

" Committee Room, King's Arms, Duke Street, 
Grosvenor Square, Saturday, Feb. 13, 1819." 

Major Cartwright's friends issued several posting- bills: amongst 
othera was one stating that Sir F. Burdett had promised that if the 
Major were proposed, he would vote for the Miyor. The Com- 
mittee at Fisher's Rooms issued a.handbill, stating this to be false. 

The polling was not very active, but the crowd before the hus- 
tings was excessive. The High Bailiff's box was visited by many 
members of the House of Commons. Mr. Grenfell, Mr. Manning, 
General Thornton, Mr. Birch, Mr. Lambton, Mr. Fazakerly. 
Some of these gentlemen having votes, polled for Mr. Lamb. A 
little before the closing of the poll, the candidates'onade their ap- 
pearance at the hustings. Mr. Hobhouse was accompanied by two 
or three Electors of the Committee. Mr.. Lamb was supported by 
Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Lambton, Lord John Russell, Lord William 
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Rlissell, and Mveral other Whig geatUmeD^ Fttrlbei^ Ao^tn ttb^lhe 
name side appeared on behalf of Maior Cartwright — Mr. Henry 
Hunt, Mr. Gale Jones^ Sir Charies Wobely, of Staffordshire^ and 
Mr. Northmore, of Exeter. The luunbers exhibited were, 

Hobhoiise • » 247 

Cartwright . . 21 : • 1 

Lamb . ... 171 
Mr. Hobbouse then stept forward ; he was received with the 
loudest acclamations ; — he spoke as follows : 

Gentlemen, I thank jou sincerely for this cqnvincing proof of 
your confidence in me. The cause of Reform is this day in a ma- 
jority, which^ for the first day, is considerable, and which, I trusty 
will be eclipsed by the success of to-morrow; for 1 have the plea- 
sure to announce that the large and populous, parish of St. Jatmes's 
will to-morrow send her Electors to the poll, headed by your Worthy 
representative. Sir F. fiurdett. {Loud cheers.) ' I listened with much 
attention to the speeches of the three Whig gendemen, on Saturday 
last, and as far as the repeated cries of No Whig! No ^^ig! would 
allow me, I think I caught the material part of their addresses. I 
have to observe that the honorable proposer of the candidates spok^ 
much, if indeed not altogether of the virtues of Sir" Samuel Roihilly^ 
and I see that the placards issued this day by his Committee, re- 
comniend the Electors to '^ vote for Lamb on Romilly's princi- 
ples.'' Now, I am well aware that the name of Sir Samuel Ro- 
miily should never be mentioned but with respect, and I have been, 
bred in a school which has taught me to pay due deference to those, 
who have been honoured by the esteem of their fellow-countrymen; 
but I may nevertheless observe, that it would have been, more to the 
purpose, if the proposer, had spoken less of Sir Samuel Romilly, 
and more of Mr. Lamb, who certainly may be said to want some 
little introduction to the Electors of Westminster. It appears to 
me, that the couplii^ of the candidate's name with that of the late 
member is an artifice, and a paltry artificci, peculiarly indicative of 
the party to which the gentleman belongs ; for diis party del^hts in 
names for the sake of names. At first we heard of the house of 
Russell as likely to supply a candidate; here was a name. Then: 
was to come one of the family of Whitbread ; here was another 
name : and now that the name of Lamb is not very enticing^ we are 
to have the name of Romilly. I trust that the El^tors will under^ 
stand and despise the bait* I now come. Gentlemen, to the speech 
of the seconder, very different indeed from that of the proposer of 
the honorable candidate. The first part of that gentleman's speech 
was, I believe, an attack upon Major Cartwright,. added to some 
allusions td his age^ which I think might have been spared* {Ap*' 
plauses.) The $6eafad part of die gentkmati's speech was devoted; 
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ta 19 1 ;.aiid if I hesrd bim iighi^ be did me' the honoai' to call me 
a .nevolutiotiist. (He^ did, he dU;) Tbe head and front of mj of-* 
fcttfing in this particular seems to be^ that in die year 1815 I wrote 
a book, to prove that it was not either the duty or business of Eng^ 
btfid to force a despised and r^ected sotereign on the people of 
France. (Loud ckeert^ and crie$ of ^* we like you the better Jot 
itJ^ Now, as to my being a revolutionist, let me remark, that it is 
very unseenily f6r the seconder of a Wh^ candidate to charge any 
body with an attachment to rev(doti<Hi ; for you well know that the 
Whigs are always boasting of revolution, and have indeed no other 
rag than the Revolution of 1688 lo cover dieir nakedness. (Loud 
applauses and laughter.) They are always talkii^ of their deeds in 
days past, and instead of calling the attention of tbe people to what 
they are about to do, they only refer to what was once done. The 
aec^md charge made against me by the seconder, of supporting 
French principles, if it wa^ made at all, riiould not, at least, bave 
been ushered in fc^ a direct misrepresentation. He said I called the 
Battle of Waterloo the ^* carnage of Mont St. Jean :" suppose I 
had; what then? it was a. simple fact. But I did not call the 
Battle of Waterloo " the carnage of Mont St. J^mi ;'' the ezptH^ 
sion was used by another person. It is true it has beeti attributed to 
me; and ^here, Giendemen, do you think that this Whig has been 
making his researches, and what authority do you think 1m gallantly 
relies on ? The Quarterly Review / Perhaps there may be some 
amongst yon, who do not know that die Quarterly Review is a com« 
pilation of essays, published every three months, to ttiU lies for. the 
court. (Huzzas, and shame, Evans!) And to this precious repo- 
sitory the Whig seconder resorts, abd then helps about the lame 
scandal of a ministerial slanderer. (Shame, Evans I and loud hisses 
at Mr. Evans.) I do not scruple indeed, to say here as I said io 
print, that I think British valour was never more unfortunately em* 
ployed, and British blood never more prodigally and perniciously 
spiU than at the Battle of Waterloo. (True I true !) You will akb, 
Gentlemen, be pleased to remark the incongruity ^ith which such a 
charge, even if it were VfeW founded, comes from a Whig. Did not a 
huge body of the Whigs vote i^inst that wa^ which was terminated 
by the Battle of Waterloo i They did : and Lord Grey, their leiider, 
made one of the noblest and ablest speeches ever heard in Parliaittent 
against that war, which he consickBred, as I presumed to consider 
it, a war agaitllt die most sacred of popular rights,* tbe free choiee 
of their government. (Loud applauses, and cties of Well done!) 
When theti the seconder of the candidate came forward to eulogiflker 
that war, and to censure me for a presumed regret at the maimer in 
^\Mtk it wis terminated, you eould, I dare sav, easily discern what 
sort of 4 Whig yott t^uM have to cont^ with : you woidd discern. 
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year candidate not to be a ReTolodon Whig, not a. Whig of I797# 
who resisted the war against human freedom , under the popular 
banner of Charles James Fox, bnt a mere modem Whig, of no fixed 
princi|des, or defined opinions. (Great applauies.) It is now time 
that I should come to you, Mr. Ijunb : it seems you glory in being 
a Whig. It is difficult to say in what some persons will not glory. 
Your favourite, Shakspeare, whom you quoted on Saturday, to shew 
us how familiar you were with the character of Jack Cade, hat 
mentioned another character which you ako seem to have studied. 
You gl^ in being a Whig, — in the same way, Audrey being called 
a dui, said she thanked God for her duUishnets. (Loud kiughier 
and cheers.) But, Gentlemen, you will perceive that when Mr. 
Lamb tells you he is a Whig, he telb you nothing. You will re- 
collect diat some Whigs voted for the Suspension Bill: some Whigs, 
and, if I mistake not, a gentleman of the name of Lamb amongst, 
them, voted for that more disgraceful measure, the Indemnity BUI : 
others there were who were strenuous in their opposition to both, 
those tyrannical acts ; and, generally speaking, no one will 'deny that 
some of the best men of the country are to be found amongst the 
Whigs. Even in this contest, it is satirfictory to find, that all of them 
are not ranged against the popular cause. When that party come to 
settle accounts with the people, a remnant shall be saved. (Laughter 
and applauses.) These Whigs will be recollected in the day of dif- 
ficulty, but as to those who now appear arrayed against you, and 
■till call themselves the friends of the people, I must again quote 
Mr. Lamb's Shakspeare, and say, ^' an you call this backing your 
friends; a plague on such backii^ say I.'' The first proof given 
by these friends ot the people how well they like you, is a singular 
mie enough. They come forward by surprize, and try to defeat a 
candidate, whom you have honoured by your undoubted preference 
during three months, and who, by your assbtance, has succeeded in 
driving the nunisterial candidate from the field. Gentlemen, the 
Whig candidate on Saturday objected to my being nominated in a 
private room; Private as it was, it contained fifteen hundred per- 
sons; but observe from whom this charge of privacy comes, it comes 
from a gentleman who has been nominated, no one knows where or 
by whom, by a cabal in a corner, and by certain pers&ns represented 
by die solitaiy signature of James Macdonald, Chairman. These 
Whigs, who do not like that my nomination should have been artfully 
concealed and huddled up at the Great Room, at the Crown and 
Anchor, before any and every man in London who chose to attend, 
what do they do ? Why they decide that the voice of the whole 
body of the Electors of Westminster is to be found nowhere but in 
a house in St. James's Square. (Braoo! bravo!) From that 
house they appod against my nominatioo; and they put the question 
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to the people on Saturday at this place, as being the place/ where^ 
as the candidate said, the question should be put. The result you 
saw« The Whigs bad seven hands for them. Before, they com- 
plained of the Crown and Anchor being too private, and contabio^ 
too few of the people : now, peihaps, they will complain of Covent 
Garden being too public, and letting in too many of the people. 
Say what they will 1 shall understand them, and you will understand 
them. Gentlemen,' 1 see that the excuse for opposii^ me is, thieit 
James Macdonald, Chairman, does not like my principles, — so, at 
least, I see by the requisition inviting Mr. Lamb. The Whigs, 
perhaps, might have found out this dblike before; but that is 
their own amir : all I have to say is, that I believe the principle of 
naine to which they object is, that I am not a party man. To this I 
plead guilty ; and profess that I abhor those combinations,* which, in 
my judgment, have, more than any other cause, contributed to the 
ruin of this country. (Great applause,) Ancfther objection madis 
to me in the Wh^ journal is, that I have been nominated by Sir 
Francis Burdett ; who, so says the Whig, now appears in a new cha- 
racter. But by this gentle writer's leave, he does not know even 
^contemporary occurrences. It is no new character for Sir F. Burdett, 
for Sir Francis before proposed Lord Cochrane — and as no ob- 
jection was Men made, there seems no reason that there should 
be any objection now made to the expression of his sentiments 
in concurrence with a large body of his constituents, as to 
whom he should wish, to have for his colleague. See also, Gentle- 
men, from whom this objection comes — the Whigs think it perfectly 
right that one of their great lords, who has never done any thing fqr 
the nation, or perhaps has plundered it, should absolutely make 
eight or nine members of Parliament ; bu| they think it perfectly 
monstrous, that your, representative, who has cq^tainly done and suf- 
fered something in the public cause, should reap from the services 
of twenty years even the privilege of saying that he approves of one 
candidate more than another, and would be pleased to h^ve him for 
his associate. . (Loud cheers.) 

Gentlemen, I congratulated you the other day on the retreat of 
the Ministerial Candidate, effected by our mutual endeavours; but 
I was not at that time aware that another individual might, under 
another name, step forward to support the same cause. It seems 
that what we thought we had lost with Sir M. Maxwell, we 
have partially, at least, gaii^ed in Mr. Lamb. I hold in my band 
The Courier of Saturday, which has given a sufficient cue to the 
friends of the Court, and says that " it wishes success to Mr. Lamb J* 
The same advertisement to the ministerialists is also given in 7%e 
JforAing Post of this day, and 1; am honoured with the familiar 
title of a Jacobin. 'Jliisintell^ence baa not surprised me, for im* 
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BMdiMely that an opporition fvas aanaudcedy it dkme to my know- 
ledge that those who* were most active for Sir Murray Maxwell at 
the last Election, were instantly put in motion for Mr. Lamb. I 
dope. Gentlemen, that you now perfectly undentand what sort of a 
candidate you have in the person of Mr. Lamb.-— Therie be stands, 
the nominee of James Macdonald, Chairman-^the adopted child of 
The Courier, and the representative of die wishes of the whole-body 
of the Aristocracy, who have long eyed your ascendancy in West^ 
minster with jealousy and with fear. As lortg as he is distinctly 
aeen, I have no objection to any epithet whi^ tnay be bestowed 
npon me. If the word Jacobin be agreeable to my opponents, 
Aey are welcome to all the benefit they can derive from baptising 
me; but it is only upon condition dtat it is not forgotten that 
Mr. Lamb is the declared coalition candidate. 

Mr. Hobhouse retired amidst loud and continued cheering from 
the whole body of the people, which sti^tched in a close-wedded 
throqg, from the piazzas across the market to the outlet of iten*^ 
iiatta«4(treet. 

Lord William Russell and Mr. Hunt now came forward, and 
eiM:h tried to gain a hearingi but in vain — aft last Mr. Hunt was 
heard to exhort the people to silencci and to Say that he willingly 
vrithdrew his claims in favor of Lord W. Russell. His Lordship, 
atood for some time on the outward bar, waving his hand and seeitt-^ 
tag to speak ; but the cries of Offl off the histes and groam were 
ao loucl and incessant^ that not a single Word could be distingifttahed 
even by the Reporters. Hb Lordship pei^ted till he was very red 
in the face, bowing, and screaming) and waving the air with his 
hand-— but ^as driven back by the hisses. Mr^ Lamb then dame 
forward — the people hissed, but those placed within the mil and in 
die hustings about Mr. Lamb, cheered him. Hb speech, as given 
in the Chronicle, follows. 

Mr. Lamb said, that his Honorable Opponent, after three 
months of a regular canvas, after exertions unremitting, and decla- 
rations, that victory was decisive, that day came forwsutl to console 
himself with a numerical majority of seventy-six votes over him, who 
had scarcely been nominated. Certainly Mr. Hobhouse had hitf 
majority on that day ; but he begged to assure him, that no induce- 
inent could uree him to change places on the poll. Convinced aa 
he was, that the Electors of Westminster must see that the disep- 
poinlment was with Mr. Hobhouse, while under such circumstances 
die real triumph of the day was with him. The Honorable Gen- 
deman would, before a few days, be saUsfied that he who staarted 
quickest in the race was most liable to be soonest put out of breath ; 
{Apphuse$.) and yet one should have expected from that quarter 
better bottom* (A iba^A.) Mr. Hobhouse bad been long in a 
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course of traioiqg ; he had prosecuted his regular walks to strengthen 
his wind ; be had been dieted on true electioneering regimen ; from 
b(iaiy therefore) soinethtng more decisive than the day's result was 
ratipnally to be eicpected. Let him^ however, not deceive himself, 
Xn the first round, it was true, that his opponent had gained a little 
sulvautage* Still he might rely on his (Mr. Lamb's) coming to timep 
{JBraiDo!) and before the contest Mr. Hobhouse would most pro- 
bably find him a greater glutton tlian he expected. Before he pro« 
ceeded to advert to the speech they had just beard, he must beg to jtsh 
quind Mr. Hobhouse, that when he ventured to describe those, at 
whose invitation he (Mr. Lamb) offered himself to the notice of the 
Elector^ of Westminster, he ought to have provided himself widi 
spnaething in the shape, of prpof to justify such an observation. My 
lot (said Mr. Lamb) this day ia, comparatively with tluil of Mr. Hobn 
hons^, rather a hard one. He has made a long speech in reply to 
9 short one of mine on Saturday, while I, without the ben^t of the 
two mgbts and two day9 deliberation, of which he has had th^ adva»» 
tage, buive to apply my comments directly to his ! {Ekar^ hear /) 
I mention this, in order- that if I shall impute any thing to him with*' 
Qut justice^ it will be, rattributed to inadvertence or misconception. 
That Gentleman has asked what the Electors of Westminster Jknew 
cjf Mr. XAVob. Mr* Lamb bad on Saturday saved Mr. Hobhouse 
the nece^ity'of putting the question, because on that day I mysdf 
ckiclared before you> that I was an untried public man — that I had 
nothing to. offer but those prof^ions of public integrity which aft 
untried man could only give ; professions, however, which Mr. Hob-^ 
house, so long tried in the puUic service, had thought proper ta 
dinp^rage* But aaay I not in my turn, and after this admission par- 
ticubrly, be allowed to say to the Electors of Westminster, that 
Mr. Hobhouse has no name— that he could not stand alone*— and 
that if my pretensions have been admitted by my friends on the* 
grom^ of my attachment to the principles of Sir Samuel Romiily, 
his talone din be recognized because he happens to be the friend of Sir 
Francis. Burdett, Between him and me there is unhappily this dis* 
tUH^On,^ that while I am, alaa;^ deprived of the present support of 
that regretted .patriot, whose principles I have ever approved, and 
whose memory! shall ever cherish, Mr. Hobhouse has the advan- 
taj^e of the piesence of hb prototype, who, not content with all the 
npiailcs of favour the Electors of Westminster have lavished upon hinih 
self, endeayouris.now to make them a^ due return, by forcing hbTfro-- 
tmfi upon their acceptance* I must then be.allowed.to repeat, that 
if Mr, Hobhouse felt his proper share of modesty, he would have 
at least hesitated in his inqmry after the public ^servioas of Mr. Lamb. 
But the hiboorfd pith of bis whple speech was to guard against mis* 
rtp re s cnt i ^o n g of to principles. For the kit three months^ 9^7 t 
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he had the fiilfest opportunity to have placed these principles beyond 
misconception. He still feels it necessary to enter into further ex-^ 
planation ; if he had not during the long interval done so, then, I 
ask, what has be been doing during his canvas ? It is, indeed, ex- 
traordinary, that he himself should feel that further explanation waa 
necessary; and, what was more surprising, that the Electors of 
Westminster should, as he advanced, find him more and more unin- 
telligible. Mr. Hobhouse was loud in taking credit for not being 
what he was pleased to call a party man. If by such a term was 
understood a blind adherence to any public leader, or any incUnation 
to sacrifice to the interests of such a connexion one jot of the rights 
of the people, with eoual confidence I beg to assert that I never 
will be a party man. But while I say this, I am not vain enough 
to think that any isolated efforts of mine could effect for the public 
what their interests might demand. Such feats are reserved for my 
Honorable Opponent, who, if he should get into the House, (and 
for the City of Westminster I think he never will) would probably, 
if he found a seconder to his propositions, have Ministers themselves 

to act as tellers, and make a return of to their divisions. But 

Mr. Hobhouse, with his peculiar penetration, has this day made a 
new discovery. He now declares that I am a Court Candidate. It 
was only on Saturday last, Sir Francis Burdett, his propofer, styled 
nie a Whig Candidate, and observed, that my nomination would 
most probably on this day produce the appearance of a Court Can- 
didate. I am contented with the designation of Saturday, of being 
a Whig Candidate* I must protest, however, upon being new 
christened as often as it suits the teeming fancy oJF Mr. Hobhouse. 
(Hear, hear! and applauses,) My principles I openly, undis- 
guisedly stated to you on Saturday ; it is not necessary for me there- 
fore, as it is for Mr. Hobhouse, to enter again into an explanation 
of them. Should you honour me with your confidence, you shall' 
ever find me opposed to the principles of the Court, whenever diose 
principles impugn the rights of the people. {Bravo! bravo!) Be- 
fore, however, 1 conclude, I beg to state, that on Saturday, when 
some ii||8inuations ^rere made as to the political conduct of some 
connexions of my opponent, it ^ras justly observed from the body of 
the people, that family reflections were unfair. One should have 
thought Mr. Hobhouse, of all others, would have felt the propriety 
of acting upon such a feeling. I shdl not follow his example, but 
content myself with saying, that the Suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Afct— the subsequent Indemnity to Ministers— ever had my 
most decided reprobation.— (Hear/ Aear/ and applauses.) Again, 
I repeat, that I am anxious fpr a more equal Representation of the 
People-r-for a shorter duration of Parliaments — ^and for Economy 
ip every department of tbe State. I glpry in being considered as 
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iQcluded in thftt body of Whigs, without whose co-operation no p6^ 
pidar benefit fiver was obtained— but 1 again protest against being 
installed by my opponents in the conjoint <!apacity of being, at the 
same time, a Whig and a Court Candidate. 

Mr. Ijamb retired. The people, in general ; groaned and hissed, 
and bleated — indeed the latter part of his speech was scarcely au- 
dible — and the applauses marked in the report of the Chronicle, 
came from the above mentioned bye-standers. After Mr. Lamb's, 
speech, Mr. Hobhouse. retired, accompanied by his friends. At 
this. moment Mr. Evans came forward with a pamphlet in his hand, 
and several voices cried out, " Mr. Hobhouse ! Mr. Hobhouse !" 
but that gentleman was gone, and Mr. Evans could not obtain a 
hearing*— he was driven back by hisses and cries of '* Off I offV* 

Mr. Hunt then came upon the bar — his reception by the people 
was far from encouraging ; but the knot immediately under and 
about the Whig end of the hustings was more. partial to him; and 
the Chronicle published his speech the next morning, with the com- 
ments which are here inserted, not because they came from the 
people, which they did not, but because they, spoke the sentiments 
of the Whigs, and may therefore serve as a record of them. 

Mr. H u N Ty in commencing his address, said he should occupy only 
a very few minutes of their time. Though the friends of the othpr 
two Candidates had that day succeeded in gaining considerably in 
point of numbers> be had no doubt that the friends qf the venerable 
Major would come forward to-morrow, and rally round his inde- 
pendent principles. (Go it, Hunt, my boy I) They had heard 
both the Candidates to-day, and he earnestly implored them to do 
the same every day, as it was only by so doing they could come to 
an honest, impartial conclusion as to the merits of each. {Applause^ 
By hearing all, then they would judge who should be preferred ; 
and he pledged himself that if the friends of the Major could not 
answer their opponents, they would at once relinquish the. contest. 
Mr. Lamb had openly and manfully declared himseliF a Whig, and the 
friend of moderate Reform. What the nature of that Reform was, it 
was unnecessary for him to state, as they already knew enough of 
it; but it was only an act of justice to say, that while Mr. Lamb 
bad manfully avowed his principles, his opponent had told them not 
what he meant by reform, but what he meant net. (Jboud applause.) 
Mr« Hobhouse in the course of his speech, had atta.cked the family 
and relatives of Mr. Lamb, which the latter had very prpperly 
retorted* He had no doubt they would find the Lamb to be as good 
in every point of view, and he had the firmest belief they would 
find it better in the, end than the mutton., (Laughter and applause.) 
He objected most decidedly to Mr. Hobhouse,^ as he considered 
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bis wing. Detesting such conduct from the bottom of hb soul,- he' 
would ever raise his hand and his voice against it, and use eveiy 
possible exertion to prevent Westminster from becoming a rotten 
borough. He eonsidefed the Whigs were not in earnest, and had 
no determined intention to do any thing for the people; but ha* 
fondly trusted ifaey would take a lesson from the proceedings of that 
day, and -he had no doubt, if they joined the ranks of the people,' 
they would be received with open arms. {Loud applauH.) Which- 
then of the two Candidates were they disposed to support ? Would^ 
they give their votes to one, who on Saturday from these Hustingr* 
had declared himself the enemy of Universal Suffrage, Annual Par- 
liaments, and Vote by the Ballot ? To one who had from these 
Hustings avowed no fixed principles, and given them no daia^ to 
judge by i Was such a man fit to be their Representative ? {Laud 
cries d/*^ No, no!**) The venerable Major, whom he wasproud^ 
to call his friend, had given them a fair promise of what he wouM* 
afttempt in that House if he was returned to it by their suffrages. 
Be had no doiibt they would reward the faidiful services and loi^; 
continued eixertions of that individual by electii^ him. Having said' 
thus mUch, he would for the present desist, as he would have an 
opportunity of addressing them on other occasions. He had n6# 
to introduce to them a most respectable individual-^a Country Gen^ 
tieman, who was attached to the principles and coostitutional view^ 
of the venerable Major. When he mentioned the name of Sir 
Charlcfs Wolseley, he was sure diey would be highly gratified to 
find'hiih present. It would shew dieir •stnti^nists that the'fri^da^ 
of the Mejor were not diat low despicable set, that swinish tmihi-' 
tude which they had been called. He concluded by lexpressing'hia^ 
decided opinion, that theV would shew their decided -opinion, by 
dief state of the poll, of what genuine Reform Was, and l;hat th^ 
would exert themselves to the utmost to prevent their great and' 
independent City from becoming a close h*otten borough, as it inevi-* 
taMy would become in the hands of the Rump. (Loud and louA 
applauses.) 

After Mr. Hunt had conclodied amidst hisses and applauses^ three 
gentlemen presented themselves at once. Sir Charles Woisfeley,- 
Mr. Tbelwall, and Mr. Evans. The latter gentleman with^ood M 
two oi^ three minutes a storm of howls and bisles, aecompani^d bjr 
a few muddy favours, which persuaded him that he had better'tako' 
his last leave of that stage. His uiifortunate statement about the' 
carnage of Mont St. Jean at the outset, had given the people an ui^' 
favourable conception of hint. Mr. Thelwtdl and Sir C. WoUeley 
remained, and not being able to procure the whole audience, divided 
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thehiy and spoke both at once. The reporters were nearest to 
Sir Charlbs Wolseley, and The Times of the next morning 
gave his speech as follows :<— 

** He declared, that if he might make use of an old Westminster 
expression, five minutes ago he had been in a funk, but knowing 
that his heart was in the right place, and that there were none but 
the friends of liberty about him, he had recovered his spirits and was 
no longer afraid. He must say that Mr. Hobhouse was a political 
humbug; (Bmro/ bravo I) and that, in his opinion, Sir Francis 
Burdett was another.-^ Bmt^o/) He would shew them, that Sir 
Francis Burdett was one thing one day, and another thing anodier. 
'^Jpplause,) He would remind them, that on Saturday Sir Fran« 
CIS Burdett had- said, that neither be nor Mr. Hobhouse were sup* 
porters of annual parliaments, universal suffrage, or election by bal- 
lot; and yet Sir Francis Burdett had on June 2, 1818, introduced 
a set of resolutions into parliament in favour of each of these pointa. 
The conduct of Burdett and Hobhouse and bis ramp was so dis- 
graceful, that he was quite ashamed of it.-— (Greal applause.) He 
also alluded to Mr. Hobhouse's expression of his having been tor- 
tmred by questions r^arding the statement of hb sentiments. He 
jsmd he did not wonder at the expression, it must, indeed, have 
been torture to have so often to repeat a story which he did not be- 
lieve.-— (Parlta/ hissing.) He woidd rdate to them an anecdote 
which had occurred in the course of the day : — A Mr. Wilson, a 
boot-maker, in Little Windmill-street, had, on giving his vote that 
day, explained the reasons wby be bad not given his suffrage to Mr. 
Hobhouse, to whom he; had prohuscd it He had told Mr. Hob- 
house's poU-clerk, * 1 don't come here for Sir Francis Burdett's 
man, because the man who {oi|;ets an oM friend does not deserve 
.trust I dislike a snake in the grass, and such I consider Mr. Hob- 
. house and Sir Francis Burdett to be. I gave a plumper for. Sir 
Francis Burdett at the last election, and I am very sorry for it' 
Mr. Wilson had said very property, that Mr. Hobhouse was a 
.snake in the grass; and he (Sir Charles Wolseley) should, therefore, 
•reconomend the Electors, if they did not support Major Cartwright^ 
to vote for Mr. Lamb in preference to Mr. Hobhouse. The one, 
if he was an enemy, was an open and avowed enemy ; the other, if 
• hie was a friend, was a treacherous and insidious friend."- 

. The reader should imagine to himself, that during this speech 
there was another oration going on at tiie oAer end of the hustings, 
siiid. a tremendous uproar prevailing throughout the whole crowd. 
This uproar was not at all diminished when Mr. Wqoler came 
forward ; but that gentleman, amidst fansfaig and howling, contrived 
to get throu^ a wptt€h, of vriikh The Morning ChronicU ga?e the 
following report >-^ ' 
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'^ He was glad to see such an assembled congregation of Eng«fc 
lishmen, who shewed that they now saw it was their mtefest that no 
deception should any longer take place. The present was one of 
the small intervals of liberty afforded the people in this dark and dis* 
mal state of political slavery, and it became them, therefore, not to 
waste the few moments, but to employ them to the best advantage. 
It was the duty of every man who addressed them, to tell them the 
troth, and he was not an Englidiman who could hesitate for a mo* 
ment to hear and speak the truth. On the present occa^on they had 
three candidates before them, of whose respe<itiye qualifications they 
were to judge, and. he. trusted they wonld exercise their judgment 
with strictness and impartiality. He hoped they would now shew 
they were no longer to be tiUked with, that they knew timr rigl^ 
and would persevere in obtaining and defending these to the end of 
life. The day was now passed when the people of Enghmd had 
been amused by professions which there was not the slightest intent 
tion of realizing. A different spirit actuated Englishmen, and that 
belt, yihkh had been so loi^ kept back, wonld, when it burst, come 
with ten-fold fury. One erf the candidates, they were aware, was 
a Whig, and of course attached to Moderate Reform. Lobg bad 
that body been seeking for Moderate Reform, many had been their 
ettoTtBf but from their want of success one was almost inclined to 
believe Moderate Refiorm was as difficult to be found as the pbilo- 
fopher's stone. Such Reform would not do for the People, as tiiey 
were determined tohave their foil rights, and to have notUng Ao9t 
of Radical Reform.^jfpp/(at&e.) Many of the Whigs were veiy 
good men no doubt, and for the best of all reasons, because they 
were eidier in good situations or in the expectation of them. Weal- 
minster had shewn she was abovif such petty distinctions as wooid 
mark slave on the forehead of one, and stamp man on the other. 
*^Loud applause.) Every man Imd a right, which Ood had given 
him when he stamped nian on his forehead, and accursed be he 
wba could dare to brand slave on a human beiBg.-^;^;i|p&iifse.) 
He expected, that when ia candidate came forward to claim th«r 
suffitages, he would have distinctly and honestiy declared bis prineip- 
pies; but had this been done by the other candidate <Mr* Hob- 
house), in the address he had delivered to-day and Sattuday ? When 
a candidate would not tell his principles, how could persons who 
had the elective franchise jni%e of his qualifications? A Repre- 
sentative, like ab executor, had a sacred trust reposed in him, and 
that trust he was bound by the most solemn ties to disdiarge faith- 
iaUy.'^ljoud .applause,) The utmost astonishment was excited ih 
his mind, that Mr. Hobhoilse could conskier bimsetf a* Raificalr Re- 
former^ and yet st^te such a creed. as- he had dope on Saturday^-'Hi 
creed, he had no difficulty in saying, totally void of ai|y intelligibb 
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tttaning. Lot tbeii^ read tliilt ereedl, ami Me bow it was |M>d9tble 
for any ikvaii lo utter k> and^ y«t clain^ the ckarattar of a friend to 
Radicat Refopm. What wa^ ioipiied in the e!tpre89ioii of Radical 
Belbrm? ft obviously meant the eradibating the abuses which 
bad crept in^ tbose weeds which polluted the constitution, and the 
destruction 6f that mass of corruption which had so long prevailed* 
There was not a wish to overturn the tree itself, or in any respect 
to injure it, but as good gardeners, it was their duty to dig round 
its roots and loosen the earth* He defied any man to say what that 
individual meant when he spoke of the extension of the suffrage. 
Was he a proper person to draw the distinction between who should 
enjoy the elective franchise and who should not? Was he to say who 
Wf^ ^or^y of die name of pai^ and who was to be branded with 
the pdipus epithet of slaye ? If he was, un<juestiQnably bis power| 
were more than human, and his genius more enlightened and bril- 
liant than the rest of the creatiqn* 3l^eaking, however, in that very 
memorable creed which he read oi^ Saturday, he had said that the 
^ar^est extension of the sutfrage w6uld, in His opinion, be the better 
way. Now, was there ever any thin^ more absurd ; and in th^ 
nailie of commop sense he would ask, was there ever a doctrine (if 
doctrine it may be called) more uliintelligible f-^Louii applause^ 
Mr. Hobhouse' had strong objectibn^ to Annual ParHaments, bitt 
he, could see liooe to elecSons' taking place everjy thirteen, fburteen^ 
tmjehty, or twenty- four months. iThis was another specimen of h$ 
indivisible opinions ; butif^^rltbments were very good which cod- 
tidued fbr two years, why clid He and tne friedds of Triennial Elections 
not split the difference, and at once agree to have them continu^ 
only two years and six- iaoliths ?^ Surely i£ they had one bad mem- 
ber, twelve mootha was long, enough to allo^w luiol (^ play the rogue» 
He was confident the Electors of Westminstoc .WOuld not support 
those who had^ plundered the jarmoury of MigorCartwright, and 
fought with bis own weapons agfiinst himself. It was ridiculous to 
talk of the ag6' and incompetency of tl/at venerable patriot. Wnen 
a Ibng life had beeo st^tnped diroughout with u|)nght pfinclplej, 
inflexible integrity, and pure love to the Cotistillutiod; the ptobb 
had a double claim to support^ and his principles to be supported 
and cherished. As it was now too late for him to go on further, 
he would take a future opportunity of addressing them on other 
points of equal importance, to which it was impps^ible for him even 
to allude at present. His voice would' always be raised in the 
cause of freedom and the people, notwithstanding all the opposition 
he might meet with, and they tnight rest assured that no effort oa 
his part should be wanting to shew them :thalT-r« 

•; ^* No prwi(! ndr nofolekiniir^', 

Can walk witkcvedittiilbef^fa/'' 

n 2 
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At the cloae of Ibis speech Mr. Hvht begged a five mimitce 
mudience for Mr. Gak Jonesi which, however, he was unable to 
obtain, the people probably considering that having already seen fonr 
orators rise against Mr. Hobhouse's single speech, it was fair play 
to desist for die present from any further attack. Mr. Hunt then 
promised that Mr. Gale Jones should be in attendance to-morrow* 
The meeting broke up about six o'clock. 



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16..-SEC0ND DAY. 

At the close of the first day's poll, the committee conducting the 
election of Mr. Hobhouse, issued the following handbill and adver- 
tisement :-^ 

'^ REFORM OF PARLIAMENT. 

'* Electors of Westminster. — ^To oppose you the Factions have 
once more coalesced ; they have thrown off the mask of pretendied 
hostility to each other, and both Whigs and Tories are now united 
to prevent the exercise of your free choice. Remember that all 
History has proved that the coalition of factions has been destructive 
of the Liberties of the People. Continue your exertions, your vic« 
tory is certain — the Faction will be annihilated. Come early to the 
Poll To-morrow — vote for the man you have chosen— vote for 
HoBHOUsE, the Friend of Universal liberty and Radical Re- 
form of Parliament. 

*' FIRST bat's poll. 

'< Hobhouse • 947 

''CaTtwr^ht 21 

''Lamb 171 

<^ Subscriptions to defray the Expences of the Election are re- 
ceived at the Committee Room, King-street, Covent-garden ; and 
by Mr. Samuel Brooks, Treasurer, 1 10, Strand.** 
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Rrf€frm qf ParUametU, 



''PURITY OF ELECTION. 



« HOBHOUSE. 

'' Electors of Westminster, 

'< Yovr.WHiG Enemy, who seeks a Seat to destroy Yoor 
L19BXTIBS, may send you Letters of Thanks for your Votes ; but 
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yott'iidn not^expect thanks from a Committee of YouRSBivss, 
«cttDg for Yov^ and by Your ^Means Only to Pbbsekve 
Your Liberties. 

/' Canvass amoi^ Yoursehes^-'fQTYounehei; and gab for Youf" 
5e/«es lanotber glorious Victory. 

i ** Come to the Poll without dday/and return the Man nlected 
by Yonneives, by a large Majority. 

" state of the POXiL. — FIRST DAY. 

** Hobhouse • • « « 247 
<'Cartwright. ... 21 
<'Lamb ..... 171 

" Committee, FisJier^s Rooms, 
iknciU Garden, Feb. 15, 1819.' 

Mr. Lamb repeated his advertisement in the newspapers. Major 
Cartwright's friends contented themselves with placards. There was 
but little pleasantry attempted during any par^ of the Election. Mr. 
Hobhouse's friends reminded the public^ diat Mn Geoige Lamb 
was the author of ** Whistle for it/ a farce^ enacted and damned at 
Covent-garden theatre. The principal joke of this gentleman and 
his friends vms the picture of a horse's rump without a. tail. The 
next best joke was a ballad, of which the burthen was allusive to 
Mr.^ Hobhouse's father, and ran in these words,-— 

** A,ild like hit old fiuher, he'll soon catch a moaae." 

The Morning Chronicle also of this day (Tuesday), contained the 
following pars^raph:— > 

'< Mr. Hobhouse, in his tirade against the Whigs, forgot all the 
fiiai piety of which he boasted in his first address to the Electors 
of Westminster. He surely is old enough to recollect that Sir 
Benjamin himself was once a Whig!^ 

^ Mr. Hunt dispersed amongst the crowd at the hustings, a 
similar jeu ^esprit, as the papers called it. . 

* * 

** Sit Beiiaii^ HMmue^ aPlauJuOder, imihkSmJ§lm, mPk»e4auUer. 



**QU>tHA hobhodsk!!! 



« To the Father aad Son, 

All glory be given ; 
The Spirit is one. 

Ana their ntikig is even. 

M The Father rati well, 

The. Son rote as clever ; 
Th0if9€ ndtedf they do ni#, 

And aatt ml for ever» 

«« A Faaaar.*' 
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Tke Morning Chrwrnde^ it k tulMe^iMiit period^ loiprDibd apoii 
ihe pleasantry of Mr. Hunt, and bad a paragraph touching a great 
Camatic Rat, who had frequented Manchester Buiidingl, hmng 
been seen in Covent Garden. This was the general turn of hnmonr 
against Mr. Hobhouse, or rather agabst Mr. Hobhouie's father; 
.and considering that it came from those who had objectad to Mr. 
Hobhouse's saying, that the name of Lamb, was to be foond amongAt 
the Whigs who voted for the suspension bill and indemnity bill, it 
will shew how difficult it is to resist the temptation of cutting a joke, 
especially a good one.* 

It was a very wet day, and the polling was by no means active. 
Sir Francis Burdett, preceded by a band and banners with patriotic 
inscriptions, and followed by about fifty of the Electors of St. 
James's parish, voted for Mr. Hobhouse at one o'clock. At the 
usupl hour the two candidates made their appearance at the hustings^ 
Mr. Hol^house was this day accompanied by Sir Francis Burdett, 
and both these gentlemen were received by the people with shouts 
of applause, Mr. Lamb also was cheered by those immediately 
under and dbout his end of the hustings, but the people bleated artd 
hissed, and a sheep's head white on one side and black on the other, 
with Whig written on one etir and Tory on the other, was danced 
about before him to the great delight of the multitude* When the 
numbers were announced thiey stood thgs: — 

T0T4L. 

Hobhouse .... 2^2 — 469 
.Cartwright« ... 5 ~ 26 
Lamb 179 -^ 350 

Mr. Hobhouse then stepped ferVtrard. He spoke as follows : — 
'^ Grentknien, your cause is agaiil at thi^ head of the poll — ^and I 
have no doubt but that, in spite of (every art which u-ill be resorted 
to by your opponent, it will still cotoiifmie to triumph. I say, in 
spite of all the arts that will be resorted to— for i have now in my 
hand a proof of one of the most extraordinary artifices that has ever 
been practised hi a contested election. Gentlemen, the paper to 
which i call your attention, comes froo^ the Committee of my 
learned opponent. It contains certain observations on the declara- 
tion which I made on Saturday l^t^ with nespect to my opinion on 

* Tbe Compilers might bate M^t tbat Mr. Hobhouse, in mentioning the 
name of Mr. William Lamb as voting for the aaspention and indemnity bill, threw 
out no family allusions Mrhatsoever, &it merely remiiided the people, that a Whig 
sitting on the opposition bench ofteh voted against the People. To reply by say- 
ing that Sir Ben,^in Hobhouse also v«ted the same way was ridicoloiis, and no- 
thing to the pnrpose, he being in direet political opposidon to hi* son, alid not as 
Mr. William I^anbr is^ia direct political friendship with his brother.— Al. 



105 

FiifiianitoUry Reform. If thb paper, which I will now riaad to 
youy does not come from the ConimiUee of the Learned Gentlemaai, 
I shoold thank him to dbavf^w it; but it come^, I am positive^ from 
that repotttory. — ( Jf/np/tfuse^.)— That pa|>er says^ Gentlemen, that, 
in the City of Westminster^ ' You have a right of ^ufirag^, ahnost 
uniirerml/ This is k positive fallacy — fdr your City contains 
168,000 nihafoitantfl^ and yoti hav^ inot 14,000 Electors. So that^ 
id fad, not so ikitiieh as a tenth of your population has a right to 
Tote. {idpfidme*) * What thea,^ (continued this paper) * does 
Mr. Hobbouse mean, by sayiqg diat he would give the utmost ex- 
tent to the right of election f Why, he means to extend the right 
of suffrage in other places^ bUt to abridge it in the City of West* 
minster ? Now, 1 ask, under what pretext could they make so in- 
&mous an assertion f I pevcf declared aiiy such sentiments. But 
the author of die paper tells you, that ^ wh^sn returded to Parlia* 
tnent, Mr. HobhoUse means to disfranchise the great body of 
the Eledoti.' I ask of my Learned Opponent, and 1 put it to that 
honour which he is known to possess, to ansi^er me, how he dares, 
et how h» Gomnlitt^ dares to assert, that 1 mean, when in Par- 
liament^ to disfranchise the Electors of Westminster ? The paper 
goes on to say, ' The opulent shopkeeper, the rich householder, he 
wiH tea«e in full poese^siod of their votes — but he will deprive the 
honest xhechailic, (he indusbious artisan, the humble labourer, of 
bit rights/ Gedtlemen, this is going beyond the usual artifice re- 
sorted ^ at electiohs;. It is a sad thiiq;, that those persons give us, 
at the vtery outset of Atie election^ a proof of the means by which 
ihey intcbd, if possible, to carry it. The Hon. Gentleman who 
deconded tite nortiinatien of itiy Learned Opponent, began by telling 
you a eross falsehood about myself— and almost the first placard 
which the )>arty have issued, contains a gross insult to your under- 
standings, smd is to treacherous, so contemptible, so every way un- 
worthy of ihe persons from whom it proceeds, that I know not how 
they can reconcile it with their characters, or with your known in- 
telligence, to sttp[iose that yon v^ouid be gulled by sudb a produc- 
tion. — '{Ajjplaiat.) After this, caii you ever believe any thing that 
proceeds mva this Committee ? {^ Ho ! no /') Gentlemen, these 
papers wer^ handed out, last night, from the Committee-room of 
my Learned Opponent, Mr. James Macdonald being in the Chair 
at the time. {Applause.) I now ask that Gentleman whether it 19 
not a positive fact, that the bill I now hold in my hand proceeded 
from diis Committee ? (Applause.) Did it not, Mr. Macdonald ? 
{Applause.) — {Mr, Macdonald declined answering the question.)"^ 
This, Gentlemen, is not the u;ay in which the questions of a p^son 
who presents hitesi^lf to yonr notice ought to be treated. Thi^ 19 
not the tnanner in whitb the character of any man, who sets up a/i 
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a Candidate for Westminster, ought to be assuled.^CAeertiie.) 
Those who sent forth this fahte statement know my principles. 
They know that I am an advocate for the largest possible extent of 
suffrage. — (Jppla%ue,)i I have stated that point so fully and fidrly, 
that no doubt of my sentiments can be entertained by any person 
who understands die plain meaning of plain language. It was said, 
Gentlemen, independent of diis^ that I was going to betray your cause, 
the great cause of Parliamentary Reform. I spoke my sentiments 
on this sulgect in as plain words as I could find— and I did so, be- 
cause there was no other way, except placing them on paper, by which 
I could escape die inisrepresentation of these Gendemen. Here per* 
mit me to use a vulgar, but an intell^ble word ; and, I am sure, after 
what I have stated, you will consider die expression ajustoiie,—- 1 
declare then, that die chief power of my opponents consists in tellii^ 
infamous falsehoods.—- (Xoiia cheering^ I am perfectly aware that 
those Gendemen, in any transaction of private life, would scorn to act 
improperly. What then has the spirit of party done ? It has made 
them give up every feeling, which, in a political point of view, they 
oughttocherish: but it has done more; it has made them ahmdon prin- 
ciples which have ever been dear even in private Boaetj.-^^Applauu,) 
This publication is not a common election trick. It goes far beyond 
that. It is a misrepresentation of every thing I have said. It denies 
that I am what I always have been, and always will be^ a friend to 
the people. As far as I could, in Westminst^, I have shewn what 
my principles are. Do these gentlemen, who have attacked me, 
mean to say that they will extend the right of suffrage to 'the 
ingenious artisan, the industrious mechanic, and humble labourer ? ' 
I have no objection to do this, but I believe my learned opponent 
has. {Afplame.) If this handbill came from his committee, he 
meant that he would put his name to this creed, or that / would 
not But he well knows that I expressed myself in favour of the 
largest possible extension of the elective suffrage — and, though pos- 
sessed of this knowledge, he comes and tells you, that if 1 am 
returned to Parliament, one of the first measures I mean to resort to 
is, that of disfranchising a part of the Electors. I feel it incumbent 
on me, at the outset of this attempt, to state to you, that, if you 
believe one titde of the observations oi^^ my past conduct, or of the 
anticipations of what my conduct is likely to be in future, as de- 
scribed by this Committee, you will shew yourselves not to be that 
intelligent body of men which I have ever considered you. (Applause.) 
I have done every diing I could, as far as deeds in the last election, 
and words in the present, can go, to shew that . I would labour to 
(he utmost extent of my power to support your existing rights, and 
to recover those which you have lost. (Applame.) But the opposing 
parly cannot agree to my creedr-^and^ uiereforej Mr. Lamb is sent 
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forward. I have said,- tbat the aristocracy of the country hdv0 as- 
mulled too great a power, a fact evidently seen in the proceedings 
of the present Minbters, and for this I am objected to. But, above 
all things, my political creed, that part of it particularly which points 
out Parliamentary Reform as the paramount object of my exertions, 
has excited opposition. {Applause.) — Why has it done so ? Because 
Parliamentary Reform is no longer the paramount object of the 
Whigs t^Applause.) Many of them, I am aware, will vote for it. 
But It is not now with them, what it will always be with me, the 
paramount object of my most zealous efforts. {Applause.) Another 
great source of opposition to me is, that I, have been nominated by 
the people^— that has created much objection* Gentlemen have 
talked a great deal about my nomination in a private room. I b^ 
to remind them thai they themselves have appealed to that very 
private room. The Whigs introduced to that room a most worthy 
and honorable man. Lord John Russell-* but, when Mr« Wishart 
found only a small number, perhaps fifteen out of fifteen hundred 
Electors who attended the Meeting, in favour of him, he stated 
ibat he would not disturb the unanimity of the assembly, and with* 
drew him. The Whigs, on that occasion, appealed to this room, 
of which they now speak so lightly. {Applause.) This being the 
case, I say that the objection made to me is merely this — ^that I am 
not a Whig — {Applause) — ^that 1 am not a party man — {Applause.) 
I ain proud to say that I am not. I am a man chosen for the 
people, by the people ; and, if elected, I will do no other business 
than that of the people. {Applause.) 1 will not do the business of 
party, I will iiot do the business of great families, but I will apply 
myself to your business, and to the business in which the whole 
empire is interested. {Applause.) Gentlemen— one more observa* 
tion, and I have done. When again you see any hand-bills reflect- 
img on my principles and character, I beg of you to inquire whether 
Aey come from this Committee, and are signed James Macdonald, 
Chairman, before you believe the allegations contained in them."-r; 
{Amlause.) 

The paper to which Mr. Hobhouse alluded is subjoined.** 

* ^ TO THE ELBGT0R9 OP WESTMINTER. 

** Gentlemen,— Mr. Hobhouse has told voa from a written or a. printed paper, 
tbat * Extension of Sofirage is not only of Second art, but even of third-rate 
iM FOBTAjiCB^— -that the first object for the People to obtain, is eqaatity of right 
of siiffirage. In other words, that there be one and the same qnalification, U thai 
whit U mojf, for every Elector in the Commonwealth. The second object is, that 
equality of nnmbers elect each Representative. These objects attained,' says the 
Gentleman, ** if I am asked, whether security ftvm misgovemment by a real re- 
presentation may be attained by an extension of suffrage, short of universal, 
1 answer Yes, by an extension far short otF. universal.' 

** Gentlemen, in the City of Westminster yon have a right of sufirage aJmpd 
noivenal. What, then, does Mr. Hobhouse mesQ by givfaig the some qualificatioa 
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Sk F* BUBDETT next stepped fordvard^ aiiiidst the ckeers of di^ 
MeetiDg; but, at the same moment^ Mr. Hunt momited the bar 
at tbe opposite end of the hustnigs, and began to address the muU 
tftude, in spite of the groans and hisses with which he was assailed. 
We understood him to complain that Sir Francis Bnrdett had acted 
improperlji in attemptii^ to address the Electors before the Can- 
didates were heard. 

Mr. Lamb now presented himsdlf to the attention of die Meet- 
ing; but his efforts to obtain a hearing were vain. After endear 
touring to conciliate the favour of the crowd, for neariy a quarter of 
an hour, he was compelled to retire. 

' Mr. Hunt again stood forward, and exerted his utneat power 
tt lungs, but with very little effect. He asked of the Electors, 
Hvbether they were willing to have a Candidate thrust down their 
throats by Sir Francis fiurdett i He was a political apostate, and 
had behaved most treacheroudy to Major Cartwright, whose prm^ 
dples he had so long advocated. His friend, Mr. Hobhouse, .was 
like the mountain in labour^— after «U his preAitory throbs and cow- 
Tubions he had brought forth a miserable mouse. He. called on the 
Electors to hear the Honorable Baronet's fidsehooda-— be had them 
Written down, and he wished he would answer them. 

Here Mr. Hunt, with the agility of a cat, moved along the bar, 
for the purpose of approaching Sir Francis Burdett, amidst tbe 
most terrifying shouts of indigtiation. When he came near the place 
where Sir F. Burdett was standing, he read, from a written paper^ 
It number of'questions relative to Ae conduct of Sir Francis Burdett 
and of the Westminster Committee, towards Major Cartwright, tbe 
precise nature of which, from the excessive noise, it was impos«ble 
to collect. While he was putting those questions to the Honorable 
Baronet, several lumps of mud v^ere hurled at him* Ih return for 
Aese unsavory compliments, Mr. Hunt bowed very respectfully, and 
at length reluctamly retired.<-^Sorae degree of eahn having been 
restored— 

Mr. Lamb again came forward; and amidst blelitingB from 
nearly the whole concourse assembled, and the occasional eoeou- 

to every elector in the Kingdom— the right of snflfrage being thmi^ very far 
SBORT OF DWiVSRSAL. He meant, Gentlemen, to extetid tbe right of suffrage 
in other places, bijt fo abridob the right of suffraob in WmsTMitntBttm 
He tells yon plallily, that whed returned by yon to P^liameat, be meaws to 
msFRAMCBisB THB MAJORITY OF HIS ELECTORS. Tbe opnledt shopkeeper, 
the master mannihctnrer^ the rich honseholder, he ^11 leave in possession of tiieir 
totes ; bnt, in order to mtrodoce an equality of suffrage throughout the Gottmon- 
weaith,— be wiH, m your City, depfriiue the bonest mechanic, the ingenioas artisaa, 
tie bumble Ubonrer, ^ (hrir praeiH f%Ms. 

^ Let tbe Electors of Westminster, wbonn Mr. Hobhonse, and his friend, the 
llbB. Ponglas KibnaM, are so ready to disfranchise, be tme to tbemselTes, and 
ilr. Hbbbclue #iU be shati, ^etf fib sborv of saceess to his present strngglei 
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higettietil tX lak teittiediato ttei^Uboare, Sttcceeded in obtaining a 
Imrtial hearing. 

The' Moniing Chronide reported his speech to have been as 
foBows:— 

' '^ He siud that he should have considered it impossible that the 
ftdniiters of the eloquence of Mr. Hobhouse, should have been so 
tihirAEied at his (Mr. Lamb's) puny etfbrts^ as to endeavour to deny 
bii^ the opportunity of replying to a speech, ^vhicti tonsisted prin- 
eipatly of questions on wfaidi Mr. Hobhouse affected ati anxiety to 
receive an answer froin him. {Heart hettr.) If he was sincere in his 
Mridies for an answer, let bis friends near hhn trease their interrup- 
tion, and the answer he should have. If those friends, however, 
thought that they did Mr. Hobhouse a service by endeavouring to 
iilence him (Mr. Laitnb), from apprehensions of a succes^^ful rivalry 
0f eloquence, tie would recommend to them, as the more expedient 
teburse, to pi'event Mr. Hobhot»e from makikig any such speeches 
AS he had that day ifciade. {Hear, hear^) After all the pompous 
(Mromises of yesterday, the day's poll gave Mr. Hobhouse but the 
itorry majority of fofly-thl'ee. That reSnh evidently went to shew, 
that in place of advancing, the Honorable Oentleman had gone 
backwards in hii day's majority. For his patrt, he (Mr. Lamb) 
tfcotfessed, he did not regret that his opponent was still before bim, 
to§ (Perhaps the greatest difficulty ^ith which he had to contend, was 
the Sanguine opinion of bis friends that there was no doubt of his 
HucCeSs. But he would tisk them, whether some more flatterii\g 
tesult was not to *b6 expected than a majority of forty-three votesi 
kfter the Honorable B^todet (Burdett), the patron of the other 
Candidate, had, in pursuance to the annunciation of yesterday, 
'marched down in all the power of pomp and strength with bis force 
ftom St. JamesTs. {Btato ! and ^iesof HeaTj hear!) After such 
to effort, he should have felt sorrow to see that any actual superi- 
brity of his (Mr. LamVs) should have too soon shocked the sen^ 
sibility of the worthy Btn-onet, seeing, as he must> that the idolatry 
^as almost extin^ished — that even his poptUarity in Westminster 
Was oh the dediite—^ H^^f, hear!) Even witli some temporary loss 
16 his own progress, he was glad that the worthy Baronet was saved 
My furtber mortificadon. I'hat day he had presented himself on 
the hustings, but few of the Wonted cheers announced his presence. 
Perhaps it was in consequence of that reception, that the worthy 
Barbnet felt a fresh appetite for a second return, and had that 
evening endeavoured to obtain a previous hearing— (Hear, Aear/) 
it was, indeed, a novel spectacle, and perhaps an instructive lesson, 
when ev^ be (Sir F. Burdett) tould not procure a hearing in West- 
Ittafinster— -(Heflr/) Mr, Hobhouse in his Speech of that eveiiingi 
haA been redact tbthe necessity of expr^s^ng himself in what 
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micbt be called hard words, and had cdled upon him to disavow m 
cenain paper. There was an old adage, that when a man waa likely 
to lose his cause, he was very apt to lose his temper. In that 
double predicament Mr. Hobhouse stood at present. When he, 
however, spoke of infismous falsehoods, and adverted to the repo» 
sitory in which they abounded, he (Mr. Lamb) was disposed to 
believe that Mr. Hobhouse had confounded the criticism on his 
dissertation on Parliamentary Reform, with the Report of that 
celebrated Committee, who some days past congratulated aich other 
on the prospects '^ which the return of Mr. Hobhouse would pro- 
mote.'' (Jpplauies.) But recurring to this paper which has excited 
so much the indignation of that Gentleman, those who read it, 
would perceive that it was the honest arguments of an individual 
upon the subject of Mr. Hobhouse's dissertation. In place of beii^g 
incensed at such an explanation, he thought that Mr. Hobhouse waa 
the writer's debtor, for surely he of all men should be obliged tq 
those who made the attempt. Indeed if any person was entitled to 
the thousand pounds offered for rendering it intelligible, it was the 
author of this placard. ^A laugh, and Hear, hear !) He agreed 
with the writer of that criticism, that the right of voting in West* 
minster approached as near as possible to universal suffiage. To 
such an extension of the right, as that of scot and lot, he was f 
friend — so much so, that he differed widely from his opponent, who 
considered the extension of suffrage, not as a vital, but as a third* 
rate question. — He had yesterday observed, that from inadvertence 
it was likely that some part of the speech of Mr* Hobhouse. might 
have escaped him. He recollected afterwards that it did, as he bid 
not in answer referred to those observations which had fallen from 
Mr. Hobhouse relative to the heroism of the British soldiers on the 
glorious theatre of Waterloo. To support his opinion, Mr. Hob- 
house felt it necessary to appeal to the'authority of Eari Grey. But 
surely whatever opinion Statesmen might entertain on the policy of 
originating a war, no British heart could be iusensible.to the glory 
of our arms. The man who could contemplate such exertions with 
indifference, possessed not the proper feelings of a Briton. ( Loud 
cheen.) Earl Grey disputed the policy of the war, but for having 
taken place, no man more rejoiced in the glory and greatness of 
England. What the dynasty of |he Bourbons, introduced by Mr. 
Hobhouse, had to do with a Westminster Election, he was at a loss 
to discover, unless indeed it was the intention, on some future vap 
cancy,. for Mr. Hobhouse to propose Bonaparte as the Candidate, 
It remained only for him to thank the Electors for their kindness 
and attention. They might rest satisfied that all the predictions ii 
Mr. Hobhouse would every future day be less and less realiseed. Tp 
Jiis aipiments^ when he used them, be (Mr. Jjmh) should endea* 
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never disgrace himself/' 

Sir Francis ButtDEXT then appeared in front. He was re* 
eeived with the most enthusiastic applause, which ,a few of the 
gentlemen in the other end of the hustings endeavoured to interrupt. 
This only made the applauses more violent, and when they had 
ceasedy Sir Francis spoke as follows : — 

/' Gentlenaen — I should not have obtruded myself on your notice 
on this occasion, had it not been for some gross misrepresentations 
which have. gone forth to the public regarding my recent conduct; 
though they are as false as those by which my political life has been 
90 frequently assailed, and which time will contradict as it has done 
those which have preceded them.; still, when I consider die mischief 
which they n^ay do, not to me individually indeed, but to. that great 
cause which I have so long advocated, I feel it my duty distihcdy to 
shew,, that I never have deserted either the cause of the public, or 
that of any friend, public or private, with whom I have been con* 
nected. I am cidled upon particularly to perform this duty at Ais 
time, when the tie of the day will serve the purpose of the day, and 
be materially injurious to th« grent cause of Parliamentary Reformi 

" I am sorry that an individnal, who wished to put some questions 
to me, was not peroiitted to be heard. Perhaps you may be in- 
clined .to place as little confidence in that person as in any man 
alive; still, howevftr, it is but fair play, that every party should be 
heard. 

'' BefiMre. I proceed to notice those points which appear to im- 
plicate my own conduct, I ciiunot/orbear to congratulate the people 

00 the novelty of the Whig Candidate, or the Coalition Candid^ 
as Mr. Lamb may fiurly 1^ called, from bis uniting the auffirages of 
both the Ins and the Outs, thut for the first time, a Whig candidate 
dare not present himself to ywr notice, without assuming adiogoise; 

1 call it a disguise, putting on the character of a Reformer. I^ 
before his nomination, the learned gentleman had declared himsdf 
to be an advocate for a Reform in parliament, he. knows .that be 
would have thrown the applci of discord amongst his party, and 
gone far to dissolve that ill-assorted body, of wnich.he.now stands 
forward as the political organ— that he would have been rgected 
by them as a man who was no more of a Whig than I am. 

. I congratulate the people of Eogland—- it augurs well for the 
progress of Freedom/ that not even a Whig dare .now stand before 
the Electors of Westminster, without resting his claims to their 
.support upon principles of Parliamentary Reform. It pcomises 
fauly for the restoration of qur rights, that such concessions to 
popuhur freedom have been at. length obtained from. the. present 
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predecessors. 

'' While I admit ckis to b^ an advantage, I cannot bat wortder 
thai any person shouM have sqch confined notions, as to be persuadeti 
that the declaraitiont of Mr. Lamb, upon tbe subject of Reform, 
am intfMgibley Mihile t^se of Mr. Hofekouse are not: it had been 
said, that the principles of Reform which the Whig candidate avows; 
were the sanse with (hose of ihe late Sir S. Romilly. What can 
any one understand by this ?- What are llie principles, and where 
are they to be found? I, for one, never heard of them. I never 
sawr them in writing, nor know where to look for them on record. 
I am therefore not a little ^urpiiEed to hear it assertied, that they 
are more intelligibie than tbose of Mr. Hobhouse* 

** Mr. Hobbauiie, as well as myself, has purposely avoided using 
the phrase, universal suffvage, because when limitation is intended; 
it is. aibsiird to use a term wbioh admits of none. I know of but 
eme person, but that a very great authority, Mr. Jeremy Bentham, 
who uses tbe expression universal suffrage, correetly^-^ie maintains, 
and, in my opinion, demonstrates, that suffrage extending to all 
human' being» without exception, however ludicrous k ismy appear, 
would in praotioe be perfectly harmless. My own opinion is, that 
aiiff rage extending to all nien of mature age and eoundmind, who 
for a oertain period biefore am election have been resident either as 
liouseholders or inmates within tbe district in which they are called 
upon to vote, is the point at which reason and practice seem to 
unite, bttt thia is limited suffrage, it caonotbe called unSversal, and 
SDfy faivly be included in the declaration you have heard front 
Mr; Hobhouse. M tbe same time I have no hesitation in declaring 
that aniexlensioniof saffiage far short o^ that which I conceive to 
be the bestj would be amply auffioient to inflfurea iair, just' and free 
iSovavmnent. I know there are many modes by which the same 
end maybe obtained, • and Ihere is'uo plan of Parliamentary Reform 
liriiich bas ever been propoeed -nnee I have been in Parliament 
which 1 have* not supported : and there 'is no plan which can be 
aonduoive to that wd which I am not still willing to support. If this 
i»-'to be called i«oonsi6teoey> I' am willing to bear the reproach: 
and if a character for consistencjr can only be obtained by one 
unyielding peraevertng determination; to^ giv« up nothing to the 
flfiinion of others; not td yield one iota of yodr own ; it id a eha- 
ractarnot worth obtainii^, and to which Major Car twright is n6 
UMNte entitled than< myself'; because in 1809> Major Cartwright^ ill 
conjvBclion with me, drew up those resolutions which {-then pi^o^ 
posed m the House of Commons, as the' foundation of a Bill for 
a Reform in Parliament, liimtiiig the elective franchise to peraotik 



Ill 

pAyitiig direct t^^Kes to the churchy the poor, and the ataAe. For uiji 
part I see no iiicoDnstency, and no impropriety^ io propoaiog differ^- 
ent plans 'of Reform, care being taken, that each plan contains in 
itself sufficient seCarity for the liberty of the country. If ibis it 
what Sir Charles Wolseley, whom I believe to be a fiery honest 
gentleman, deema inconsistent with public principle and political 
integrity, I must be content to do as well as I can without the ad- 
vantage of hi«i good opinion. This, however I may add, that I 
believe the very first speech I ever made on the subject of Refocm^ 
in 1797, expressed precisely the same sentiments which I now 
entertain. Such as I was, sndi I am, and such to the end of my 
career, whenever it may termiqate, I am persuaded I shall remain* 

*' Sir G. Wolseley has stated that an honest man (a shoemaker 
of the name of Wilson) on giving his vote, said that he repented 
of having voted for me at the last election, because I had changed 
my principles, he did not like a man who deserted his old friend^ 
and had acted like a snake in the grass. Mr» Wilson thought apoa 
this occasion to do me an injury ; I have no doubt my conduot will 
convince him that he has only done me an.injuatice, I respect him 
for bis conduct-^^his motives are good, tliough mistaken. liJij 
principles I trust I have sufficiently shewn have never changed* 

** As to deserting an old friend, Mbjot Cartwri^t himself bai 
made it almost a subject of complaint in the letter he addressed t0 
the Electors of Westminster, that I was not his friend, and.tbat.otir 
connexion was purely poKticaK But I will say more, had Msgor 
Cartwright been one of my nearest and dearest fcienda^ 1 could no^ 
fulfilling the du^ I owe to the Electors of Westminster, and under 
the drcumstanoes in which I was placed, have recommended hiiii 
for ^ Candidate. I was^ placed in a situation to consider not jps'm^ 
friendsbip, but public duty; not to name that gentlemm ^o 
might be most agreeable to myself, but thai. person who umtedta 
I tihooght in himself all those qualtf cations most likely to obt^n the 
fiuffrages of the Eleetors of Wesiminster* I thevefore reeottimeBded 
Mr. Hobhouse, because from all parts of Westminster, I heard 
reports from the Electors of 4heir satisfaction at that . gentlesBBiA 
conduct during the lastoootest, and their willingness to support-biai 
in preference to any* other, person that eould hd named* But wHb 
•what colour of pretence can the hawng declared al atlarge.public 
meeting of the Electors of Westminster, that Mr. Hobhomae wan 
the fittest person to represent them in Parliament, be construed 
into acting like a snake in the grass, I leave to my irreoot^ 
cileable enemies to reconcile if they can. 1 must now repeal, 
whatever <^en€e it may give in any quarter, what I before stated, 
that Migor Cakrtwr^, bad he been put in; nomination, eonld nU 
have been carried. In saying so, I do not, and did not mean 't# 
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disparaf^e the merits, wkstever they may be, of Major Oiitwright^ 
Indeed merit alone was not the point then to be conadered ; but 
the secmity of the independence of Westminster : the consideration 
was not merely who had the greatest portion of merit, but who, 
standing on just principles, had the best chance of success. Was 
this open avowal of an opinion, not intended to be offensive to any 
one, and having in view only the security of the independence of 
Westminster, to be considered as behaving toward Major Cartwright, 
like a snake in the grass ? I never uttered a disparaging word of 
Major Cartwright in my life. I defy any man among the multitude 
who now hear me, to say that I ever caballed, intrigued, or attempted 
in any way, by word or deed, to depreciate in public, or in any 
man's opinion. Major Cartwright : nor should I ever have com- 
plained, whatever reason I might have, excepting for the circum- 
stances in which I am now placed, of Major Cartwright's conduct 
towards me. But I have a right to complain of the countenance 
given 1^ Major Cartwright to the infamous lies propagated by 
Mr. Cobbett, some of which Major Cartwright knew to be lies, 
and yet so far from contradicting what he knew to be false, he, by 
not contradicting, sanctioned all as true. This I cannot think hir 
and honorable dealing. I disdain to notice Mr. Cobbett's false- 
hoods; but that which is often unfit for a man to do himself, may 
be very fit and' the duty of another to do for him. I will not, how- 
ever, take up any more of the time of the meeting, by alluding to 
the feelings of irritated and disa|^inted vanity, or of what concerns 
individually myself. 

'* But there is another charge made by Sir Charles Wolseley, of a 
public kind. That gentleman has stated, that I was desirous of 
making Westminster a rotten borough : I am surprised at that gen- 
tleman submitting to become the parrpt of a common calumniator — 
that he should be induced to come forward to repeat a calumny^ 
which, self-refuting as it is, has been however refuted over and over 
again : that he should condescend to utter the unmeaning jaiigon, too 
silly for belief, and too weak for delusion, concerning Westminster 
being governed by a rump faction. What purpose of muie could be 
answered by d^rading Westmuister into a rotten borough i Is it to 
secure a seat? I mean nothing disrespectful to the Electors of 
Westminster, but I tell them, I care not Uhaf for the seat; and 
that I am willing to resign it, whenever they may think it can be 
better filled by any other person, for the advancement of those prin- 
ciples of freedom, in the support of which we have been so long 
mutually engaged. 

*' I am undoubtedly anxious to have a colleague who entertains si- 
molar principles with myself, not from any personal conside(ati<»i, 
but fdr-thej^coBiotion of the common cause. . On .this accost it i^ 
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that I am aoxious for the success of Mr. Hobhouse : and I wish 
you to consider, what benefit is likely to be conferred upon that 
cause, by the return of a Whig Candidate, who is, as it were, .a 
•reformer and no reformer— who is a reformer here on the hustings, 
but cannot be a reformer with his own party — a reformer, of whom it 
is iqipossible to know what he is, or where to have him — a reformer 
of such astanipi that be is like the sheep's head which has been paraded 
j^efore the. hustings^* the face of which was black on the one side^ 
and white on the' other, pjeseuting a different, countenance^ accord- 
'ing..ta the persons to whom it vvas turned, and emblematical of 
party, ' according to the. circumstance . of being in or out of place. 
Let the outs be in, and th^ ins out, and the; same change will be pre- 
sented as* on turning, the side of the .sheep's head : and by turning 
£r$t one sidey and then the other, they hope. to deceive all parties, 
.l^ut it see^i^.the learned gentleman . glories in being a Whig: I 
^PQW that amongst the Whigs are some of the best men in England ; 
and I lament it for this reason^ that party without principle defeats 
the purposes of the good, whilst the character of the good gives 
strength to the delusion, and promotes the interested views of the 
bad, who are unfortunately the most active and predominant. . But I 
know not what, the Whigs have done, now or heretofore, that should 
make any honest ;man ^ory in that thread-bare party distinction. In 
my opinion, they liave done nothing, or worse than nothing, by delud- 
ing and mislefi(£ng die people. - At. the Revolution, instead ipf carry- 
ing ii^o effect the great principles which they then professed, they per- 
suaded the peoole to be satisfied with a barren cfeclaratory act, and 
,Mr.. Johnson^ the. Chaplain of my Iiord. Russell, that honest person^ 
told his patron that the Whigs had abandoned the cause of the peo- 
ple, and that three honest lines securing to the nation the right of a 
fair Representation in Parliament, would have been more worth, 
than all the parade of their inefficient declaratory bill of rights : the 
same bill which that honest and able man, Thomas Paine, had de- 
signated as a Bill of Wrongs. Thus where the people deprived 
of the fr^uits of the Revolution, and left exposed to evils as great 
or .greater than bad ever been experienced under the rigour of the 
Stuarts. Another glorious act or the Whigs, was that act which Dr. 
Johnson compared to the creation of Twelve Peers \n one day, in 
the tinae of <^ueen Anne, by the Tories, ' which,' says he, ' was bad 
epoMghi yet was not to be compared to th6 contempt of national 
rights, vyitb whjch the House of Conimons^ some time after, at the 
instigation of Whiggism, elected themselves for seven years, having 
been elected for three by their constituents.' The establishment, of 
a standing army in time of peace, and the military government undeir 
.which we now live, was another of those acts in which the learned 
gentleoian;, as a W^S[> might glory ; and this unconstitutipnal an^ 

I 



114 

fkial innoTafion, for fiital it has ever been found in whatever country 
it has been established, has now arrived at such a height, that we 
can hardly walk along the streets of London without being jostled off 
the pavement by armed soldiers, or ride along the roads without 
danger of being trampled under foot by dragoons. The public debt 
and system of Bank paper, the sad effects of which are so severely 
felt, and which seem to be so destructive, and so utterly remedilesi, 
is another blessing for which we are indebted to the Whigs, and in 
which the learned gentleman as a Whig may glory. The Electors of 
Westminster have now to contend with one of these glorious Whiga, 
or rather with a Coalition Candidate, the monstrous production of 
the Whig and Tory factions, ' between which two thieves,' says Mr. 
Ralph the historian, ' this country has been crucified/ But I trust 
the Electors of Westminster are now too enlightened to be duped by 
either party, and that they have sense and spirit to maintain their own 
independence in spite of both : and whatever may be the result of 
this contest, whether favorable or adverse to Mr. Hobhouse, God 
grant that the issue may be such as to promote the good old cause of 
English Liberty r 

Sir Francis concluded amidst loud applauses, and vnthdrew, toge^ 
ther with Mr. Hobhouse, from the hustings* A large body of the 
people withdrew with them. 

'' Mr. Macdon ALD then came forward, and said, that a question 
having been put to him personally, he trusted they would hear him. 
He was quite prepared to make all due allowance for the irritability 
and sourness exhibited by Mr. Hobhouse, the consequence, no 
doubt, of the utter disappointment of that overwhelming triumph^ 
which he had been imprudent enough yesterday to announce from the 
Hustings for this day, but which, with all the trick and stage effect 
that could be given to it, had proved altogether abortive. When 
Mr. Hobhouse had stood forward with the paper in his hand, 
.which he had so harshly characterised, he (Mr. Macdonald) imagine 
ed, that it must have contained at least one hundredth part of 
those atrocious calumnies, which were to be found in the report of 
that Committee, who claim the monopoly of the Representation of 
Westminster ; of which, however, he admitted, that Mr. Hobhouse 
was but an instrument ; and accordingly he was prepared, even with-^ 
out seeing it, to deny, as a gentleman, all knowledge of any such 
paper. But he ^)ce« them to judge of his surprise, when it appears 
that this same paper turned out to be nothing but a plain argument 
derived from the Honorable Gentleman's own plan, if plan it could 
be called, of Parliamentary Reform. Had Mr. Hobhouse not 
mystified his own understanding while employed in mystifying theirs 
on that very subject, an ai^ument, an argument only he would have 
perceived it to be : if a bad one, it was unfortunate that he (Mr. 
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Hobhouse) had no better materials on wliich to found a speech ; 
if a good one^ its effect was not to be got rid of by any question Mr. 
Hobhouse could put^ or any answer the Committee could give. He 
well rememberied the paper in question being brought to their Com- 
mittee*room, and that it had not a little amused them; he was 
therefore happy that Mr. Hobhouse had given it a publicity it* 
could not otherwise have had ; and he earnestly recommended it to 
the perusal of all those who heard him* Mr. Hobhouse had been 
kind enough to take under his protection his private character^ and 
that of the highly respectable gentlemen and tradesmen of Westmin* 
ster with whom he co-operated, on Mr. Lamb's behalf ; they were 
much obliged to him, but would dispense with his future services in 
that line. But, if Mr. Hobhouse meant to insinuate, that he or 
they were capable in their public, any more than their private capa-^ 
cities, of propagating or countenancing falsehood in any shape, he 
threw back the imputation in his teeth, and appealed from it even to 
that tribunal which Mr. Hobhouse deemed most favorable to him." 

After Mr. Macdonald concluded^ Mr. Hunt again stept forward 
and said something, which the universal hissing prevented from being 
heard even by his next neighbour ; but which the Morning Chroni- 
cle reported to have been this sentence : '^ You have seen tbem^ 
and what an exhibition they have made. I shall not detain you longer,, 
but say more to-morrow." 

Mr. Gale Jones then spoke to the dissolving assembly; but his 
words would have been altogether lost^ if the Morning Chronicle alone 
of all the papers, had not preserved the following record of them : 

'* At that late hour he felt it would be improper in him to detain 
them, especially after what they had heard ; but it was utterly impos- 
sible not to allude to the appearance of the Honorable Baronet, who 
had done every thing except refuting the chaises made against him. 
Ingratitude was the blackest crime in the catalogue, especially when 
It was directed against an old friend who had been the guide of one's 
youth, and had instilled into one's mind the principles which secured 
popularity, and led to future fame and honour. How far this ap-« 
plied to the Honorable Baronet they might judge. During the 
last Election he had strenuously endeavoured to assist Sir Francis, 
but he could do so no more. If Westminster required a dictator^' it 
was a matter of little moment whether that power was vested in Sir 
Francis Burdett or Lord Castlereagh. Mr. Jones then stated be 
should not detain them, as it was now dark, but to-morrow he 
would take the liberty of coming to the Hustings, and making other 
observations." 

Mr. Gale Jones's voice was heard after his person had creased* 
to be distinguishable. He was attended by a very few individuals' 
towards the close of his Spbboh. ^ ' - 

I 9, 
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On 'this evenings the Committee conductiDg the Election of Mr. 
Hobbouse, published the following hand-bill ; 

" Reform of Parliament. 

• .*^ Electors of Westminster^ — ^The contest in which we are now 
engaged^ is of more importance to liberty than any of your former 
contests. 

'' The two Arktocratical Factions have again combined to sup* 
press ihe vcNce of the People-— they have once more laid aside their 
dqgraceftil squabbles for power and plunder^ and have united to 
prevent Reform. 

'^ The leaders of the Tories, and the leaders of the Whigs, with 
the rejnse of all parties, now associate at the same table, and co- 
operate in the same bad cause. Personal hatreds the most veno- 
mous, animosities the most deadly, are suspended, to insure the de- 
struction of your Freedom. They mistake your inactivity for indif- 
ference to the cause of Reform, and hope by its continuance to 
triumph over you. 

'' They deceive themselves. You will crowd to the Poll, and 
secure your independence, by returning Mr. Hobhouse with an over- 
whelming roajori^." 

The decided coalition which had now maiufestly taken place be- 
tween the Court party and the Whig party, induced the parish Com- 
mittee of St. Margaret's and St. John's to publish the following 
hand-bill : — 

*^ St. Margaret and St. John. 

'' The select vestries, the tax and rate-gatherers, and all the host 
marshalled by undue influence, aie arrayed against you : be not de-. 
ceived fay these men. They were the tools of the Court Candidate 
at the last Election, and they are now the atgect slaves of the Whig 
Faction, though many of tbem pay no parish-rates whatever. Judge 
and act like freemen, and vote for Hobhouse.'' 

These parishes, from the influence of the court and the church, 
and. the jail, are more peculiarly at the command of a candidate, as- 
sisted by the government, and Sir M. Maxwell had a majority of 
v,otes in them at the last Election. 

In the mean time, the activity of Mr. Lamb's canvassers com- 
posed of the great body of the aristocracy with the young gentle- 
men of almost all the club-houses, was beyond all precedent, and 
was soon felt upon the polling, of the subsequent days. Mr. Byng, 
the member for Middlesex; several members of the Bedford fii- 
mily ; the whole of the Cavendishes, and their numerous con- 
nexions ; the Spencers ; the Grosvenors ; it was the cause of the 
two factions against the people, and the majority of the nobility at * 
the west end of the town, were in nctivity. 
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Wednesday, February 17.— thfrd day. 

The bostle at the hustings this day was less aninaated than daring 
«Dy of the preceding days ; but the crowd increased towards the 
evening. The streets and wooden structures were as usual thronged, 
and from one of them, a woman of masculine mein and Stentociaa 
voice, indulged at intervals in declaiming violently, with menacing 
gestures, against Mr. Hunt. At four o'clock the respective candi- 
dates made their appearance in front of the hustings : Mr. Hobhouse 
was accompanied by Mr. Scrope Bernard Davies ; Mr. Lamb by 
Lord William Russell, Mr. Lambton, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Wish- 
art, Mr. Graham of Netherby, and several other Gentlemen ; Mr. 
Hunt, Mr. Northmore, Mr. Peter Walker, Mr. Gale Jones, were 
on their old ground. At a quarter past four o'clock the poil board 

was hoisted. 

Gfoss PoU. 
Hobhouse ... 158 ... 622 
Cartwrigbt ... 3 . . . 29 
Lamb .... £65 • . • 615 

The people in all quarters shouted *' Hobhouse f9r ever.** Mr. 
Lamb's friends near him huzzaed for '^ Lamb and freedomJ* 
^* The old Major and liberty y* was also heard from some few 
voices at the same end of the hustings. 

Mr. Hunt first stepped forward, but the people would not hear 
him ; he was hissed off just as he said that *' Mr. Hobhouse looked 
rather shy on this day s poll ; for the great Goliath, Sir Francis 
Burdett, had marched off with his seven^^league boots;" adding, 
'^ three cheers for Mr. Lamb." Mr. Lamb made an obeisance 
in acknowledgment-^a voice in the crowd exclaimed^ *^ Hunt, 
willyou take a bow from LambT') * 

Tlie clamour was very great, but tranquillity was restored when 
Mr. Hobhouse appeared in front, and addressed the Electors :«— 

Gentlemen, — ^The extraordinar}' exertions of your opponents have 
raised them this day considerably on the poll. At the same time I 
feel that you have no cause for despondency, nor any reason for 
thinking that the Electors of Westminster have changed their opi- 
nions on the great subject of Parliamentary Reform— (cries of No, 
No, we never wUL) I repeat, that the exertions made by your op« 
ponents have this chiy been extraordinary; and i add, that they have 
been so in more senses than one : since they have been of a nature 
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FreUf Thnnday, Feb. le. '< The Timet says that Mr. Hunt propoeed 
dvee eheen for Blajor Cartwri|^t— the noise was to great that it was imposuble 
to say who bad the hononr of beiag thos noticed by Mr. Hunt, hot Mr. Lamb 
ieemed to take it to hinuelf. 
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not resorted to for many years in Westminster. One of tbeir 
schemes, Gentlemen, has been to represent me under a character 
^bich I did not expect to wear even by tbeir favor — for, Gendemen, 
they are kind enough to call me— -what do you think ? Why of all 
singular animals in the world — a tort ! they call* me a torY-— 
(loud laughter.) A very respectable nobleman has, I have been 
assured, in his canvas for Mr. Lamb, designated me by that singu- 
lar title— (name, name.) — Gentlemen, I cannot name the person 
to whom I allude, and you will on reflection see that such an ex-" 
posure is not allowed even during the heat of an election contest. 
This artifice, it is sufficient to know, has been very generally re- 
sorted to, and has had no little effect to the prejudice of your 
cause. Gentlemen, you must be all aware, that the friends of the 
Coalition Candidate, are now presenting a scene never, 1 believe, 
before witnessed in Westminster. Their canvassers, in overflowing 
numbers, are hunting in couples, Whig and Tory, hand in hand, 
and behind them, sometimes to throw in an argument at need, one 
of that pure party whom you see assembled at the other end of the 
hustings — {loud laughing and cheers.) Mr. Burke^s description of 
a certain administration is nothing to it :^' such a piece of mo- 
saic — a pavement so tessellated and variously inlaid — here a bit of 
black, there a bit of white, &c.'' To give you some notion of my 
adversaries' supporters, I must tell you, if you knew it not before, 
. that they come exactly from that quarter which iarrayed such dis- 
interested numbers in favour of Sir Murray Maxwell. This day, 
a Commissioner of the Navy voted against you, the inspector ob- 
jected to his vote ; but it was allowed. Gentlemen, as long as yo^u 
support me, I care not if all the Commissioners of all the Public 
Offices vote against me — ^they are numerous, we feel ; but, thank 
God, they are not the majority — (firavo, bravo ! ) Gentlemen, I 
wish I could have heard the speech of Mr. Lamb yesterday ; but I 
could scarcely hear a word of it, nor could I hear all (he applauses 
which the Morning Chronicle says were bestowed upon it — (cries of 
No, nor could we.) As it is, I am obliged, however, to answ(pr 
.the Chronicle report of that speech. I find there, that my 
Honorable Opponent has described me as being angry. I do not 
myself recollect, that I was in such a mood; but if I Was, it may 
be well accounted for by recollecting that I am here only im my 
noviciate, and have for the first time encountered calumny, mis- 
representation, and all the artifices which electioneering morality may, 
for aught I know, admit. Let it be recollected that I am quite in- 
experienced in this disgraceful warfare. Had I been opposed by 
a regular Court candidate, I should have prepared for insult and 
outrage; but I own I was not fully prepared for track and impostare. 
Let it be recollected that I have never before been engaged in a 
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straggle with a Whig ! — (great uppUmse.) I may be allowed for 
once to feel flome little indignation at the discovery of the strata- 
gems these Gendemen condescend to employ against the People: 
but 1 have got into a good school, and when I have been used a 
little longer to a Whig, I shall despise all inisrepresentation, and 
shall ^ let it pass by me like the idle wind which I regard iiot/*' — 
(flcclamatiom) You will, however, permit me to remark upon an 
accusation, which^ as it touches a distinguished character, I am un- 
willing to pass by in silence. The Morning Chronicle has Men in- , 
dignant that I should in my speech at the Crown and Anchpr 
Tavern, on February 9, have called Mr. Fox a Radical Re^ 
former » A fact so notorious I did not expect would be denied. 
I .quoted from the book^ and I again submit to you the in- 
ference to be drawn from the words used by that illustrious party 
leader, in the debate on the assessed taxes on January 4, 1798. 
Mr. Fox then said, ^* That a Radical Reformy both of the repre- 
sentation of the People in Parliament and of the abuses that nave 
crept into the practice of the Constitution (f this Country , toge^ 
ther with a complete and fundamental ' change of system of ad* . 
ministration must take place; and that until it did, he for one, 
would take no share in any administration, or be responsible in 
any office in his Majesty s councils" 

'Now, Gentlemen, does it not astonish you, that after die re- 
ference to these words, even the Morning Chronicle should be ' 
hardy enough to say that Mr. Fox was not a Radical Reformer ? — 
{A voice in the crowd — " These papers would say any thing^) I ' 
think that with such a document we may venture to affirm that 
Radical Reform was the sine qu& non, the indispensable condition 
of the Whigs in 1798. Is it the indispensable condition of the 
Whigs in 1819*^ — ^You shall hear. The Edinburgh Review for 
last June, published the Whig manifesto: that manifesto contains 
these words: — ** If they {the Whigs) can carry the Catholic ques-* 
tion, and effect a wholesome and moderate Reform of Parliament, 
the Country will gain so much the more ; but no such point should 
ever be thought of as a condition sine qud non.^ It is, I think, no 
harsh judgment on this party to affirm, that every time a Whig rises 
to speak, hb principles drop from him like water. The Whigs in 
1798 would not come into office without a Radical Reform of 
Parliament. The Whigs in 1806 came into office under Lord 
Grenville, who, on the very same occasion of the assessed taxes^ to 
which I have before alluded, protested that he gave his vote as a 
pledge against Reform. The Whigs in 1807 went out of office 
because they could not carry the Catholic question. The Whigs of 
1818 say, that '' no such point should be thought of €is a con^ 
dition sine qu& nonJ* And last of all, the Whigs of 1819; at their 
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great opposition muster dinner^ will not pledge a single gla^s of 
wine to the health of their once beloved, but now deserted mistress, 
" Parliamentary ReformT — (the loudest acclamations.) 

It. is true, that Reformers are still to be found atuongst the Whigs ; 
but it is equally true, that many of that party disclaim the cause. Is 
Mr. Lamb one of the first, or of the last sort? Is he a Whig of 
1798, or a 'Whig of 1819? If he were a Whig of 1798, do you 
think you would see a Commissioner of the Navy voting for him ? 
Do you think you would see the Secretary at War canvassing for , 
him ? — {Great applauses from the people^ and hisses from Mr. 
Lamb^s gentlemen,) For my own part, I cannot but suspect my • 
opponent to be rather one of those supple, pliant, plastic Whigs, 
easily to be moulded into any shape — of no fixed principles — 

** Who DOW to this aide, now to that side leaning, 
Mean not, bnt blunder ronnd about a meaning." . 

One of those, who inclining now to the People, and now to the 
Court, totter between the two, and serve like a featherbed to in- 
tercept and keep off the shot aimed by the People against the 
Court — {great applause and laughter.) I rather think that our 
opponents have themselves furnished us with a clue by which to dis- 
cover the sort of Whigs to whom Mr. Lamb may be fairly sup- 
posed to belong. The Whigs of 1798 were usually, by their 
enemies, proscribed as revolutionists, republicans, and Frenchmen, 
both in politics and religion ; but these Whigs have been liberal 
enough to make these very charges against me ; so that I am, ac- 
cording to their owit shewing, the Whig or the Foxite of 1798 ; and 
they are in declared hostility to that desired and almost obsolete cha- 
racter. The honorable Auctioneer who seconded Mr. Lamb's 
nomination called me a revolutionist and a Frenchman in pojlitics. 
Mr. Lamb himself, since the retreat of his seconder, has continued 
the latter charge, and the Chronicle of yesterday advances thait I 
am not only a republican, but an atheist.* Gentlemen, I have 

* The following is the article in the Chronicle to which Mr, Hobhouse alluded. 
It may serve to shew to what shifts the opponents of that Gentleman were driven 
for the sake of finding some objection to Jiim : — 

'* TO THE ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 

^< Gentlemen,— -After all that Mr. Hobhonse has said of himself and of his senti- 
ments^'I presume the really enlightened Electors of Westminster will determine, 
that he is a ^ Nondescript Politician ;* and that in comparison with Mr. Lamb 
lie is utterly unworthy of their regard. And permit me, Gentlemen, to throw a 
little light on the subject of Mr. Hobhonse's public character and pretensions. It 
Bhall not be elicited from The Quarterly Review, bnt from a paragraph of hia > 
own writing, and from the remarks of a truly respectable Jonrnal (Tlie Monthly 
Review) thereon. Mr. Hobhouse has recently pubUshed * Historical Illustrations 
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already observed/ that the accusation of upholding and flatteritig 
Buonaparte, never can be applied to me. I never was his advocate, 
I was the advocate of the right of the French People to choose 
what sovereign they preferred — (loud acclamations.) Lord Grej 
advocated the same right. As for flattery, it was, you must allow,' 
a strange time to choose for adulation. The man was fallen, ^hen 
I told the truth of him, and recognized in him the undoubted fa- 

of the Fourth Canto of Cbilde Harold.' Among many very jast and able remarks 
on this Work in The Montlily Review for November last, are the foUowing: — 
' ** The deg''^ o^ Valuable instrnction which may be derived from Mr. Hob* 
house's discretion and good sense in political matters, may perhaps be conjectured 
1^ the following extract :^— . 

** ' We have heard too much of the tnrbalence of the Roman democracy and of 
the Aognstan virtues. No civil tranqnillity can compensate for that perpetual 
submission, not to laws but persons, which most be reiquired from the subjects of 
the most limited monarchv. The citizens of tiie worst regulated republic must 
feel a pride, and may inaulge a hope superior to all the blessings of domestic 
peace, and of what is called established order, another word for durable servi- 
tude. The struggles for supreme though, temporary power amongst those of aD 
equal condition, give birth to aU the nobler energies of the mind, and find space, 
Ibr their unbounded exertion. Under a monarchy, however well attempered, the 
chief motiFC for action must be altogether wan tm'g, or feebly felt, or cantioosly 
encouraged. Duties purely ministerial, lionours derived from an individual, majr 
1»e meritoriously performed — may be gracefully w<%n ; but as an object of ambi- 
tion, they are infinitely below the independent control of our fellow-citizens, and 
perhaps scarcely furnish a compensation for entire repose. The natural love of 
distinction on any terms may push us into pnbAe life, but it palsies bur efibrtft-*U 
aortifies our success, perpetuaUy to feel that in such a career, although a failure is 
disgraceful, a victory is inglorious — 

I 

* Vincef e inglorium— atteri sordidum :' 

These are^he sentiments of Agricola, and the words of Tacitus, and bespeak the 
real value of the subordinate dignity, which is all that can be obtained under a 
DomiUan or under a Trajan^under the worst or under the best of Princes.'" . 

** The Reviewer very truly and appropriately adds, ' We forbear to say any 
thing on the hints about fate and fortune, and at the sneers about the harmony n 
the world, because we imagine, that any such intimations of scepticism are as in- 
noxious as the foregoing preference of republicanism.' 

^ ** I trust, Gentiemen, that I have redeemed my pledge, and have aflbrded some 
light for the guidance of the worthy Electors of Westminster in their choice of a 
Representative. I also hope, that the * ignis fiituus ' of Sir Francis Biirdett's re- 
commendation, and of Mr. Hobhouse's own pretensions, will be completely dissi- 
pated ; and that the man (Mr. Lamb) who has adopted the political sentiments of 
a Fox, and pledges himself to tread in the steps of a Romilly, wiU be tnnmphwiUy 
returned to serve in Parliament upon the present occasion. 

« Vours, &c. IMPARTIAL.*' . 

..it4s possible that Mr. Hobhonse may not be so very much ashamed of having 
written the above passage, and it. is probable that had he mentioned that it was 
only'an amplification of a sentence in the '< Crroitd^tir et Decadence dea'RtnhainSf^ 
the Monthfy Reviewer would have had some respect for the opinion of Blontes» 

anieu. For Impartial, however, knew as little of Mr. Fox's political sentiments as 
le Reviewer did of the writings of Montesquieu. Mr. Fox's admiration of repnb- 



Uranism shmes in those brilliant colours, with which he arrayed the virtues or the 
ancient democracies in his noble Speech on Reform in 1797. 
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vourite of the French People, compared to the triumphant sovereign 
' then on their throne. It is tolerably clear, that Mr. Lamb would 
not have voted with the Whigs who opposed the war in 1815 ; but 
would have opposed liord Grey and voted for the war. I see 
nothing disgraceful in attempting to excite a sympathy for the fallen 
fortunes of an enemy, had I done so, and this is the precise period 
which I should, if any, choose for eulogising Buonaparte. It ap- 
pears to be the precise time these Whigs choose for abusing him — 
(aj^lausesJ) But besides being attached to the tyrant Buonaparte, 
it seems, strange inconsistency, that I am also by principle a 
republican! so say the royalist Whigs. Gentletnen, had it been 
my fortune to have been born under a republic, I know I should 
have had the inclination, and I hope I should have had the courage 
to die for the preservation of that noble form of Government. But 
my lot has been cast otherwise ; and 1 am qi^ite contented with that 
freedom, which by this kingly government, such as it existed in its 
pure and ancient forms, we have a right to enjoy — {applames.) As 
to the charge of scepticism, 1 hardly know what to say ; it isa chs^rge 
which invariably in all times and nations, has been made, against 
men of spotless life and integrity, against whom no specific impu- 
tation could be brought to bear. It is a slander which disgraces the 
accuser rather than the accused. On one point,. I must indeed, 
allow my want of iaith-^an individual in the booth opposite to 
Mr. Hobhouse here began Hissing violently ; thinking, possibtu, 
that Mr. Hobhouse was about to make a cos^ession of infiae-*, 
lity*) * I don't believe in the Whigs«^(/ot££2 sAotifs of laughter 
and applauses,) I do not believe that they ever intended to do for 
the People, what they promised to do for the People. I do not be- 
lieve that, shackled as they are by the ties of party, they can do for 
the People, what some of them may wish to do for the People. 

I now beg leave to allude to the last charge made against me by 
Mr. Lamb. He accuses me of being the protege of Sir Francis 
Burdett, that is, of being protected by Sir Francis Burdett. What- 
ever di^race is imputable to me for being esteemed worthy of a 
great public trust by your representative, I willbg)y accept. (Ap- 
plause.) I seek the patrom^e of no man living ; but I am proud of 
the approval of any honest man,, and I am most proud of the esteem 
of him who is: esteemed by all. (Great acclamationsO Were his 
influence acquired by the usual qualities^ I should as little boast of 
his support as I would of' that of the Whigs ; but his influence has 
been honorably acquired; it has been acquired l^ lodg years of 
sacrifice and service in the public cause ; and, so for firom feeling my- 
self degraded by bis recommendation (for this, . Genttemep, is, you 

* At this timey that respeictable newspaper tlie New Times, accused Mr. Hob* 
kAuae, not only of atheism, but of being a friend of Lord Byron*8. 
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know, air the interference which is now made a charge against him 
and me), I am, and may surely be, vain, that frond the glory which 
enbircles his patriotic brows, a ray has been reflected, to shine upon 
and encourage my bumble exertions in the defence of your liberties* 
(Loud and continued acclamations.) Before I drop this subject, 
I cannot but comment, with the feelings which I am sure will be 
common to us all, upon having heard of an individual, whom I now 
see at the end of the long line of my opponents, accusing Sir Francis 
Burdett of ingratitude. Mr. Gale Jones has accused Sir Francb 
Burdett of ingratitude. (A voice cried out, " Mr.' Hothouse, don't 
'degrade yourself by peaking of such scoundrels") What a charge, 
and from what a man! from that. very man, to get whom out of 
prison, Sir Francis Burdett got himself mto prison. (Here a general 
shout of indignation and horror against Mr. Gale Jones was 
raised throughout the whole multitude, along all the line from end 
to end, in tne booths, and on the hustings.) Gentlemen, before I 
take my leave for this day, allow me to give such a proof of my 
sincerity in the great cause of Parliamentary Reform, as will, I thii^ 
at least, put a stop to all further misrepresentation as to my indif- 
ference on that subject. Mr. Lamb, if I understand the report of 
his speech, has declared himself for householder suffrage, and 
shorter, perhaps triennial, parliaments. (Mr. Lamb bowed.) Now, 
although my notions of Reform go beyond this plan, and I take u 
wider view of the rights of the people, yet as I do not count at all 
upon my single unavailing voice, and as I wish the people to get all 
they can, when they cannot get all they want, I will most readily 
jump down from these hustings, and, with the consent of those who 
proposed me, retire from the contest, if Mr. Lamb will to-morrow 
produce a written pledge from the leader of the party which he here 
represents. (Here a roar of laughter from Mr. Lamb, Mr* Mac^ 
donald, and Mr. Lambton, which was answered by violent hisses 
from the people, and cries of" Shame^-^silence.") Well ! I do not 
ask a written pledge ; I will take the candidate's honorable word, 
if he will give it^ that his Whigs will never come into office, without 
making a condition for that Reform, comparatively small as I think 
it, which Mr. Lamb says that he himself intends to support, v As 
for Mr. Lamb's individual intention, it is nothing ; he appears here 
as the representative of a party ; he glories in being of that party — ^I 
have a right to ask what that party will do. If he gives his word 
that his party will do what he would do, I repeat that I willingly 
consent that his party should enjoy the triumph of seeing their no- 
minee member for Westminster : they will, by giving the pledge, 
have deserved your suffrages ; and I, by extorting it, shall have ren- 
dered ten thousand times a greater service than I ever could have 
performed iu Parliament* (Loud applauses.) If the candidate will 
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iMitgive this pledge for his party, you will, of course, consider that 
he makes use of the word Reform as an electioneering bait, and you 
will tear down his Reform placards, and trample upon them before 
his face in front of the hustings. My own wish is but to promote 
the interests of the people, whether I remain or whether I retire, 
and all I ask is, for the opportunity of proving the sincerity of my 
professions. 
Mr. Hobhouse drew back amidst reiterated applauses. 
Mr. Lamb came forward, he was assailed by bleatings and hisses 
from the great body of those in front of the hustings, but was 
cheered by those within the hustings. He could be heard only by 
those close to him. He spoke as follows : — 

Will those Gentlemen, said Mr. Lamb, who profess such a re- 
gard for the rights of men and the freedom of discussion, allow me to 
be heard-— or is it their system of Reform and of Election privilege, 
that only one side is ever to be attended to ? (jlpplauses, with par^ 
iial hisses.) What can induce the supporters of my opponent to 
endeavour thus to prevent my humble answers to his eloquent and 
argumentative attacks ? Is it the state of this day's poll that has 
contributed to aggravate their disinclination to hear me ? The Elec- 
tors of Westminster now see, that though I deal in no predictions of 
what the morrow shall accomplish, I have been enabled, by their 
support, to demonstrate that my opponent is as little to be confided 
in as to his predictions of success as to his plans of Reform. On 
the poll of this day I have had a majority of one hundred and four 
on the gross numbers ; Mr. Hobhouse continues to keep a majority 
of seven. That small majority, I think I may say, will, in a few 
hours after the opening of to-morrow, be extinguished. My Ho- 
norable Opponent has informed you, that though 1 yesterday stated 
he was in an ill humour, he was under no such influence, but quite 
the contrary. If I were wrong, I must sav, his good humour was 
of a most unpleasant cast. (A laugh, ana hear !) In the various 
remarks that have been made on my speech, I am given to under- 
stand, some of Mr. Hobhouse's friends find fault with an alleged de- 
ficiency in my utterance. I can only say on this point, that though 
I feel myself most unequal to that Gentleman in the copious flow 
of bis language, and the strength of his voice, I still am in a good 
school, and may possibly profit under his example. And, as he has 
jifomised to learn temper from me, I pledge myself to take lessons 
in oratory from him ; at least as far as the manner and the language 
go ; for against the matter I protest. Every day my opponent presents 
himself on these hustings with extracts from this volume and the 
other ; these extracts he converts into charges, and these charges he 
tortures into arguments. But he forgets the main point — ^that we, . 
to whom he sp^s about them, are possibly ignorant of their ex- 
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istence. I musty therefore, put it to him in fairness, before be 
oqfmes down witb a fresh supply, to Advise me before hand where I 
niight read them, in order to be enabled to note a. suitable reply. 
These ponderous quotations had so completely oppressed the sub- 
ject, that I myself felt indebted for the relief which the ingenious 
introducer of the sheep'ii head yesterday afforded to us, all.; I do 
assure that ingenipus Elector, that I felt happy my nakne afforded 
even that temporary amusement. I do hope, therefore, the gloomy 
despondency will now dissipate.; and that if my Honorable Oppo* 
nent cannot find, votes, be will let us have, as their substitute, a little i 
wit. (Hear, hear I) .As his friends yesterday favoured us with the- 
head of the sh^ep, I trust they have not thrown away the more valu-- 
able part of jthe animal. I am anxious, therefore, to see the joints 
*— then, indeed,, there would be vigour in the wit, and we should 
relish it the more heartily, with the prospect of a good dinner. (A 
laugh.) But, amongst the new accusations of my opponent against • 
me, he has this day mentioned, that a certain Nobleman, canvassing 
lor me, bad represented him as a Tory. In the language of the 

Gesent day, a Tory is understood to be a supporter of the present 
'inisters. Now, if my canvassers had endeavoured to get votes 
minst Mr. Hohhouse, on the ground of his being a Tory,, that, I 
mink, is the strongest proof that I can give, and from the mouth of 
mv opponent, that the charge of my being a C!ourt Candidate, in' 
which character be has also represented me, falls altogether, to >tlie 
ground. Upon as good grounds he has this day asserted, that my 
principles are to be'doubtecj, because the Commissioners of the 
Customs, 8cc. give their votes for me. The Honorable Gentleman 
should inform himself better.* He should have known that these 
Commissioners . were by law incapacitated by Act of Parliament 
from voting at. any Election. In regard to what has fallen from him,* 
as to the speech of Sir F. Burdett, I think that the Worthy Baronet 
might have attended this day to hear the reply of those who. might 
feel inclined to advert to that speech, which, as Mr. Hohhouse says 
of mine, I can protsest, that from the tumult which prevailed, I 
could not hear yesterday. With the qu9ri^els of Sir F. Burdett with* 
Mr.. Gale Jones I can have nothing to do; but I feel, in all fairness, 
die Worthy Baronet should appear here again, to give those who 
were^attacked, the power of explaining. But of his plan of fieform 
my Worthy Opponent continues still enamoured. His Honorable 
Friend, Sir F. Burdett,. considered it a most intelligible one. I 
have looked into the dictionary for the definitiop of '^ intelligible,'' 
and find it thus given — ^' Possible to be understood — ^probable — 

. * V-T, Lamb, as the Times oburved, made a mutake. Mr. fiobhoiue said a 
CommnsioDer of the Ntwu had vot«d for Mr. Lamb. 
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not easy.'* Thus it was possible that some very studious mail, in 
the retiremem of liis closet, might dtscovef its meaning; or that' 
such a maa as Major Cartwright, who had devoted so many years to 
the consideration of the question, might ascertain what was in^ 
tended ; but he must ask, was that the plan which the Electors of 
Westminster had a r^ht to expect, after the three months' assurances 
of my opponent i — It might have a meaning, but what was it i The 
Hieroglyphics of Egypt had a meaning, but within the memory of 
man that meaning has never been discovered. Then we were told, 
that Mr. Fox had advocated Radical Reform. What, I again ask, 
does Mr. Hobhouse really mean, when he talks of Radical Re- 
form ?— *If St mean, as the natural construction implies, a Reform to 
its extreme extension, then I tell the Honorable Gentleman that he 
has no claim to be the advocate of that plan. If such principles are 
to be those on which die Representation of Westminster is to be 
granted, then Major Cartwright is the man who ^ould have die 
return. For my part, I repeat Aat I am a friend to the extension 
of suffrage to scot and lot vot^s. I consider it a fair and open 
light, but when Mr. Hobhouse calls on me to pledge myself for 
o&ers, I again tell him that I disdain any blind adherence to any 
party-— that I never wiU surrender my own conscientious conviction' 
to the dictates of any leader — that I shall never be pmned to the 
tail of any party, nor appear before my country with a certificate^ 
from any man. The Gentleman's offer I cannot accept-— it is with 
the Electors of Westminster to decide; and, if I am not mistaken^ 
they have determined that he shall retire from this contest, whether 
bfi wishes it or not. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Lamb's speech, Mr. Hobhouse, and 
the Electors near him retired, as also did several of Mr. Lamb's 
friends* 

Mr. NoRTHMORE then came forward. While he was speaking 
there was much tumult-^e said : 

That he had repeatedly been present at the Annual Dinners 
^ven by the Electors of Westminster, where " The Purity of 
Election" was always sure to be one of the toasts ; but now, he 
might safely say, the glory had departed, provided the present el^ve 
of Sir Francis Burdett succeeded in securmg hb election. Well, 
indeed, might Mr. Oldfield say, in his next edition of his History of ' 
Boroughs, ** the Borough of Westminster ; 14,000 voters ; Sir F. 
Burdett, patron." For himself, he must say, he had been contesting 
four days at Exeter on the same subject ; and little did he suppose he 
should have been called on to come from a distance of some hun- 
dred miles in the. country, to advocate the rights of the people liere. 
He could describe Sir Francis as merely a frothy mmhroom ; but 
the moment aigumeno of principle were addressed, the mushroom 
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speedily vanishedi when the sonshinebf tnidi appeared. No sooner 
had the Electors of Westminster got rid of one mushroom, than 
another sprung up ; and such a mushroom was Mr. Hobhouse, who 
came under the wing of thie Hon. Bart. {Jpplause,) It was now 
•aid the venerable Major was too old, and, of course, unfit for being a 
Representative in Parliament. This, in itself, was another melan* 
choly proof of the little regard which the Committee paid to the 
services of those who had been long attached to the cause which 
they pretended to advocate. He had heard repeatedly the health of 
th^t old veteran drank at the annual meetings of the Electors ; and 
he had also heard it /ollowed by the song of '^ The ship that steers 
steady.'' Now he would be glad to learn, was there the slightest 
ground or not, for supposing that the venerable Major had become 
less steady in the cause than he had formerly been ? With respect 
to his age, he might state to them that the veteran Blucher was 
older than the Major, as was also the Duke of Roxbuigh, who had 
been recently returned to Parliament as one of the Scottish peers. 
The conduct of the Committee, and their little respect to the vene-^ 
rable Major, reminded him of the play where Bernardino was 
called on to come^ out. Bernardine, being asleep, was called on to 
come out and be hanged. He replied, " Who calls me ?'' The 
answer was, *' I, the hangman, get up and be hanged.'' Bernardine 
replied, ** Pox on your throat, go along, I am sleepy." Such was 
the. case with the Committee, for when the friends of the Major 
called on them for their support, their reply was, '^ Pox on your 
throats, go along, we are sleepy." (Loud applame.) In that sacred 
volume to which all were taught to look with respect, they were told 
that the labourer was worthy of his hire. If such was the case, he 
would put it to thena, was there a man so worthy of reward, a man 
who had done more in the vineyard than the venerable Major had 
done } True, that respectable individual had not attamed that re- 
spectable station on the poll, which his sterling worth, his inflexible 
integrity, and his indefatigable industry^ entitled him to expect; but 
be (Mr. N.) would, nevertheless, not give way to feelings of des- 
pondency ; but, on the contrary, express his most ardent hopes, that 
the Electors would come forward by hundreds to-morrow, to testify 
their high esteem for the venerable patriot, and their gratitude for 
his long and disinterested seftites. {Hear, hear, hear!) One of 
the first principles wUdh "a representative should be tai^ht, wu 
obedience to ^e wishes of his constituents. That principle was 
deeply rooted in the heart of the venerable Major, and that Gentle- 
man had no wish for a seat in the House, except only to oblige the 
Electors of Westminster, and to promote the cause of genuine 
reform and copstitutionial freedom. He was firmly persuaded, that 
such was the aversion which Ministers had to the venerable Major, 
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ihat) if Mr. Lamb had not presented himself as a candidate^ they 
would have g^ven their cordial support to Mr. Hobhouse, the pro- 
teg6 of Sir Francis Burdett. (JLoud cheers.) Nay, he miist say 
farther, that he shoiUd not have been surprised to have seen that 
Holy Trinity Come down in. a body to do so, viz. Old Bags, Derry 
Down Triangle, and the Doctor. {Loud and long applames.) To 
deprive men of fre^om, was an act alike unjust tothe human race, 
and to .the principles of our kw, by which it was declared that no 
mfiii should be bound by laws,, except those made, by and with the 
consent.of the realm, '(/ipplause.) 

It -may be as w^U just to remark, that the report of thi? speech 
frovBL The Chronicle^ should be acoomponi^ by the comment of 
The Times — that '^ it- was acQompanied by such continued shouts of 
disapprobation and applause, as to be difficult to collect more than 
•a few sentences of it. Those who were present will reoaember^ 
ths^ the disapprobation came from die peoplei— the applauses from 
the hustings. 

Mr. GrALE Jones stood forward. His appearance had the 
eS^ct of producing a sudden and most U'emendous uproar. He waff 
hooted and abu^ed^ and for some tinie it was impossible that he 
coif Id be he^d by the individuals next to him; but he persevered, 
and in spite of continued intermissions, according to the report of 
The British Press* The Momif^ Chronicle the next day, stuck 
this speech with applauses ; they came, however, from its own Re* 
porter, and the Whig Gentlemen at the Hustings. 

Mr« tfoNEB said, he came to redeem the promise be had 
niade y«^terday, of makii^ some observations on the .respective 
claims of the Candidates who solicited their suffiages. Mr. Hob* 
hodse wa§. himself the best practical illustration, of his own prin- 
ciples ; for the logger they heard him, the less they liked him. (Jlp^ 
phmse and disapprobation.) Some people had on occasions of this 
kind a knack of getting on in public estimation, but Mr. HobhoiiSQ 
partook of the nature of the crab-— all his efforts were only destined 
to moving backwards. He recollected the meeting at the Crown 
and. Anchor, when Mr. Hobhouse was first nominated. That Gen- 
tleman then «aid, that on the hustipgs he would be ready and willing 
to ansv^er any interro^tories that may be put . to him. No sooner, 
ho}8veyer, had. he arrjived at the hustings, than to question was to 
torture him; . He agreed with Mr. Hobhouse, that to question was 
indeed to torture liini ; for when a man was not sincere in .his views, 
it must be a torture to him to have his intentions scrutinized. I£ 
Mr. Hobhouse, therefore, did not repose upon a bed of roses, it 
was easy for him, with the aid of his great patron, to shift himself 
into a more, agreeable place, by , obtainiiq; leave to withdraw his 
pretensions on the present occasion.. If be had said at the ^ 
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t&nt k >Kra« a secondary^ matter whether * Parliaments were- twelve, 
eighteen, or twenty-four mouths ; that it was a third-rate matter to 
4s the extent of the right of suffrage; if he had made this avowal 
in the outset, he would have been rejected, as he deserved, by the 
fteqtors. He begged permission to say a few words of a nature* 
personal to himself. It seemed the Hon. Baronet had plumed 
himself on the great sacrifice he had made in going to prison, as it 
Avece to save. him. There was an old saying, *^ save me from my 
friends, and I'll defend myself from my enemies." The Hon. Baro* 
net had one peculiarity, that he injured whatever cause he took up—* 
inbre misdiief than good always resulted from his activity. And 
ivilh respect to the effort to get him out of prison, all be had to say 
was, that he had been kept in for months, though he was confident 
he would not have been in three days, were it not for the rash, con- 
teotptible, and puerile attempt which the Baronet made at the period 
alluded to. In the very attempt to impose Mr, Hobhouse upon the 
Slectors, there was a proof of the mischief which attended all the 
Hon. Baronet's acts. — (Applause and disapprobation.) He had 
pot the benefit of written speeches, like Mr. Hobhouse; he was 
obliged to collect at the moment his own ideas. He would just ask 
whether the speeches he delivered were penned by Sic Francis Bur- 
dett, or himself? He should like that one of the crowd would get 
slily behind Mr. Hobhouse some day, and slip out the speech and 
substitute another in its place. The fact was, the Gentleman was 
a. mere hollow drum for the Baronet to beat upon to any time, 
Biit as to the Baronet himself, had the- people of Westminster 
reason to be satisfied with the great Goliath? — was it to his merit 
or efficiency, that 'he never could command any attention in the 
House of Commons? — was it to his credit, that with greater adyan-r 
tages than any other man, with a princely income, with numerous 
dependants, with unrivalled popularity, with all the talents which 
bis friends could muster up for him, for he had none of his own— 
(^Lau^htier and applause.)--he had never effected one substantial 
benefit for his insulted and injured country ? If the great giant was 
so impotent, what was to be expected from the little dwarf? If the 
chuckling of the old hen could not scare away the vulture from the^ 
prey, what could be expected from the unfledged chicken ? Was 
Westminster so degi^ded that it was doomed to take the Baronet's 
nominee, a nominee too whose first effort was to insult a respectable 
tradesman, beoiuse he was an auctioneer i the latter ought to have 
knocked him down for his presumption. — (Loticf laughter.) The 
editor of the Mcmiing Chronicle said he would not be surprised if 
Ministers themselves now turned Reformers, to save their places. He 
Vfjould bdg leave to ask Mr, Hobhouse how he was to qualify his plan 
of 8ttfib(ge ? Was he to shut out froni it the great mass of persons 
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now before bim f Let him give a plain answer^ for he had «i 
present so wrapped his principles io^ words, &at they were quite un^ 
inteUigible. He looked like a goodly tree overloaded Mrith leaves, 
but possessing neither blossoms nor frtitt. Like another politicafi 
Quixote, he took out his written speeches, )ust as a pedlar did Ina 
ware from his bag, and then he sent ibem forth. Tliey presented a 
strange medley of scraps and patches, culled from Grub-etreet and 
St. Uiles's — ^sometimes from France, sometimes from Ireland, wai 
any where else that might give room for a display. The Hon. Ba*« 
ronet, if he could not make a better eirhibition than this, had better 
withdraw from the scene altogether. If he had not a finer mantb 
tQ cover his protegi, he bad better eihilnt bint nVodce m his na- 
kedness. This was not the time when the electors sboiild sapport' 
equivocal characters. The great principle of Reform Was rolling 
onwards like a massive mountain, and those who attempted to im- 
pede its advance, would be crushed under its weights The Hon* 
Baronet had successively discarded or lieglected every ma^ who had 
placed a trust in him,*^ and Mr. Hobhouse would be, in all proba* 
bility, destined to be his victim at last. 

When Mr. Jones had concluded, Mr. Hunt came forward. In 
recording the speech ascribed to him, it is necessary, in justiee both 
to the character of Sir Francis Burdett, and to that of the people 
who heard it, to premise, that eveiy sentence Was received by the 
most tremendous hisses and shouts of indignation-— with ** you Kar^-^ 
you scoundrel —off, off! — dotm, doani-^coward-^heat-'^lainJ^ 
A horsewhip was also shaken before him, and nowanddiena bandliil 
of mud thrown at him. 

Mr. Hunt began by stating, that he meant to be short and sweet* 
He had yesterday put two or three questions to Sir Francis Bnrdelty 
to neither of which did he choose to give an answer, and for the 
very best reason, because he could not answer without telling that 
which was untrue. He had yesterday listiSned for three quarters ot 
an hour to Westminster's Pride and Enghnd's Hope--he could 
hardly remain silent when he heard him with elBfrontery declare, dint 
in the course of his life he had never deserted either a public or m 
private friend. Did the Baronet remember the Hon. Mr. Blq^^ 
who lent him 30,000/. twenty years ago ; was Mr. Bligh now hia 
friend or not ? Was he now the friend of Mr. Gawler, who was 
his second when he went out to shoot at poor Paull ? Did he not 
also desert that brave and unfortunate manf Did he not desert 
Col. Wardle ? The Colonel said himself, that it was the treachery 
and abandonment of Sir F. Burdett which compelled him to fly hia 
country. Did not they remember Mr. Jennings, who stood on the 
hustings 15 d^ys for the Baronet? He had almildoned lum, ml 
never rendered him any serviee. Who had been the Baronetfa 
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for die last seven jtm i Major Cartwright, Mr* Cobbett,' 
aad himself (Mr. Hunt). He had deserted the Major — he had de^ 
aerted Mr. Cobbett*-«4bd he (Mr. Hunt) had not waited for his' 
turn, but be bad in scorn discarded the Honorable Baronet. They: 
all recollected die story of Blue Beard, and how be got rid of 
his wives. — {This allusion seemed to tickle the fancy of the crowds 
mnd some coarse allusions were made to the orator ^y^ir Francis 
Burdett.was a political Blue Beard-^he had kiUed*-off in saccession 
all bis political fiiends, and if Mr. Hobhouse ever became an honest 
man,, be would be kiUed-off in his turn also. 

It being six o'clock when Mr. Hunt ceased, the crowd bega6 
immediately to disperse, after giving several cheers* 



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1 a^FOURTH DAY. 

At the close of the poll this day, at four o'clock, the nundbersi 
were:— 

PoUei this Day. Grots Ml. 

Hon. G. Lamb 592 l^W? 

J. C. Hobhouse, Esq. ... 204 826 

Major Cartwright 3 32 

The British Press, a paper, which, though inclined to the Whig 
Candidate was, on the whole, fair in the account which it gave of 
the proceedings in Covent Garden, in noticing this state of the poll, 
mentioned the notorious fact, that Lady Caroline Lamb, and a number 
of ladies of rank, had been canvassing for Mr. Lamb. In &ct, her 
ladyship's activity did honour to the cause in which she was engaged. 
She was seen gsllopping over all parts of Westminster> and where 
her horse could not go, she walked, leaving few lanes or alleys unt-: 
ezpbred. The butchers in Clare-Market had a visit from her. By 
her interference, nearly forty Electors, living in and near the courts 
and alleys of Shepherd's Market, who bad voted for Sir Francis 
Burdett at the last Election, were now persuaded^ that Mr. Hob- 
house had abandoned hb principles, and that Mr. Lamb was the 
Uherhf candidate: an argument which, strengthened by a break- 
fast, and other stimulants, brou^t them to the poll. 

it was usual also when it suited their purposes, for the friends of 
Mr. Lamb to state, tlmt he and Mr. Hobhouse were of the same 
principles; and, diat it was as well to vote for the one as. for the 
other. In the way of camming for Mr. Hobhouse, what was 
done, was dMie by the tradetmea Electors amongst themselves. 

At four ^o'clock Mr^ Hobhouse made his appearance on the 
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boatings, acc6mpanied by Sr'Pi^ncis Burdett. They were loudly^ 
cheered. Mr. Lamb also appeared, accompanied by his nsuiA', 
friends — they were also received with loud marks of approbation od' 
the hustings. When the final state of the poll was declared, 

Mr. HoBHOUSB came forward, amid great applause, and ad- 
dressed the Electors as follows : — 

Gentlemen, — ^You see that the Whigs and Tories have been too- 
much this day for the independent Electors of Westminster ; it is 
possible it may be equally so to-morrow ; but I have a most perfect 
confidence in the result of the contest. You know that in general 
the voters of my opponent are pressed men .(I do not say all, but 
certainly some of them), and can be brought up at any, time. I 
don't know whether Lord Castlereagh has voted yet or not— • 
{Laughter) but as there has been very little to do for the last two or 
three days in the House of Commons, it is possible he might have 
come, for I know the benches of the House were thinned,, to fill up 
the hustings. Last evening, I understand, not only were the re- 
gular heavy artillery of the hustings brouglk to bear upon me, but 
certain light pieces from the country, and as I see by the Papeis/ 
the firing was kept up till a late hoiir. There were, indeed, $Qverai 
new performers who made a first appearance.* We had those who 
belonged to the regular London stage, besides several provincial per- 
formers. I wonder if the Staffordshire Baronet (Sir C. Wolseley) 
spoke last night. He said, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern. a 
week ago, that he only meant to deliver three sentences. When he' 
said this, I was afraid at the time, thatf like Friar Bacon's Brazen^, 
head, after making the triple effort, he would have fallen to pieces;- 
The Staffordshire Baronet came to the hustings since, and attacked = 
Sir Francis Burdett; now, he had better have opened his attack 
upon me, for I am fitir game. Another worthy Western Gentleman. 
(Mr. Norlhmore), who, like Bob Acres, shines, as I understand, as 
a very great man at home — this Gentleman was pleased to say, that- 
Sir Francis Burdett was a mushroom.. Why, if I understand the 
meaning of a mushroom, it is a thing which springs up soon, now, I: 
must say, that Sir Francis Burdett is the oldest mushroom I ever 
saw; for he is a mushroom of twenty years growth. I am, according 
to the. same worthy Gentleman, a mushroom — brought up under, 
the wing of the other mushroom. We must not quarrel with coimi-. 
tiy Gentlemen who. live a great distance from town about their meta- 
phors> but this is. the. first time I ever heard of a mushroom wi(b' 
wjrigs. I admit thiU 1 am fair game for the attacks of these Gentle- 
men^ but I caution them bow they transfer their attacks to others;,, 
for, though come to town in 4be height of the winter season to crack . 
Ib^r jests, yet they might by ..(prying them too fiir^ that is^. by cany- 
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Jfig tlietit against others besides myself, run some awkward riski?*** 
they might thereby perhaps ran the risk of the loss of fame, or lic^ 
or other injury. Let them attack me, but let them not assail witb 
calumny the man of twenty-three years* fame. Let them* confine 
their pleasantry to me, for I can appreciate it. But should Sir 
Charles Wolseley and Mr. Northmore give the public reason to 
suspect thai they have undertaken this winter journey to assist in the 
honorable attempt to pull down a great public character, it is possi-* 
ble that some unfortunate mistake may be made as to the purity ol 
their motives, and their exit may not be quite so satisfactory as their 
Entrance upon this new stage. I am, like Mr. Lawson before he 
entered the House, ready, by anticipation, to contribute to the mer-> 
riment of the scene. Mr. Lamb complained yesterday that I had 
tio wit— I admit I have none — we all are as we are made ; every 
man is not endowed with such faculties as Mr. Lamb.— (Lat/gA^fiv 
and Applame^ — I wish I was as witty, but I may improve in so 
good a school ; I'll try if I can, and take a leaf out of his book, and 
before the end of fourteen days, perhaps I might hope to be just 
able to say something which might amuse you. — (LatigA^er.)^! 
yesterday, you well recollect, questioned Mr. Lamb on the sub- 
ject of Parliamentary Reform. He delivered his own sentiments 
frankly and fairly, but when I asked him for a pledge that the 
Whigs of 1819 would act on 'the same principle laid down by 
their leader in 1708 — when I put this branch of my question, 
the Whigs around Mr. Lamb gave a loud laugh. Indeed, I ought 
to have asked pardon for my simplicity, for I ought to have 
known the receptioi^ my question would have met. Formerly 
the Whigs taiighed after they broke a promise, now they laugh be^ 
fore they make one. It seems tliat Mr. Lamb cannot undertake 
to say that his party intend to make even a moderate Reform ; the 
basis of their projected administration. He says, he will not pledge 
himself for others, nor be pinned to the head or tail of any party. 
No man, he declares, shall sign his certificate, and yet there was a 
signature attached to his certificate. His certificate was signed, 
James Macdonald, chairman. The gentleman who proposed him^ 
spoke only of Sir Saniuel Romilly. The placards desire you. to 
vote for Mr. Lamb, on Romilly's principles. This looks Uke a 
certificate — Mr. Lamb declared himself a Whig. This looks- like 
being pinned either to the head or tail of a party. I thought it my 
duty to ask Mr. Lamb what he could say for his party. I thought 
myself entitled to put the question, as 1 knew him to be the organ 
of a party, i knew the Whigs sent him here to fight their battle, 
ftnd I felt that I had the same right to put the question that he and 
his friends had to laugh at it. They who. were with. Mr. Laiob have 
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throtm cttriouliB doubts upon^ and sbewb iheir extreme knowledge of 
Parliamentary Reform^ for both they aod he Baid that scot and lot 
householders ought to vote, that such was the case in Westminster^ 
and that there the suffrage was almost universal, and the people were 
fiiirly io possession of their rights. This is singular knowledge— for 
the number of voters in Westminster is 14,000, and the number of 
inhabitants l68,CiOO ; so that according to Mr. Liamb's arithmetical 
computation, 14,000 are equal to 168,000.--^ LaiigA^er.)— My plan, 
lie says, he does not understand— mine is not a plan, it is a principle. 
He has said, I was a more moderate Reformer than he. 1 have 
told you that I am not frightened at any plan of Reform. I have no 
objection to Sessional Parliaments, or to any other Reform, but I 
am not so bigotted to one opinion, as to say that Annual Parliaments 
furnish the only medicine which can save the state. The more he 
examines my principles, the more he will find them square with 
common sense, and the doctrines of the purest and wisest public 
writers. He says, he does not know the mesining of Radical Reform. 
This is very odd-r-for when Mr. Fox used it in the House of Com- 
mons, Mr. Perceval, In answer to a question which he put, obtained 
the meaning; for Mr. Fox answered, *' that what he meant by a Radi- 
cal Reform was a fundamental Reform." The friends of the peo- 
ple, at A meeting in 1794, where Mr. William Smith presided, de- 
scribed Radical Reform to be a measure which should move altoge- 
ther, should act at once ; and that the evil being fundamental, should 
at once be torn up by the roots^ and cast away* I have seen a do- 
cument, reported by Mr. Samuel Clark, a respectable Elector of 
St James's, who will attest the truth of it — it is so curious a docu- 
ment, that I will read it as furnished by Mr. Clark, who is now at 
w^ elbow." 

. Mr. Hobbouse then read the following pap^r: 
• ^* At a Meeting of Mr. Lamb's friends, held at No. 14, Park'^ 
l^ace, St. James's-street, on Wednesday Evening, Feb. 17, 1819.; 
£arl Seftdn in the chair; present, Mr. I^ambton, Mr. Macdonald, 
Mr. Lamb, md sibout thirty others. Mr. Clark, an Elector of the 
Parish of St. Jadoes, asked-— Would Mr. Lamb pledge himself to 
support such a Reform as should abolish the choosing of two Mem- 
bers for .'Bath, by thirty-two individuals ; two for Old Sarum, by 
three Or four individuals ; two for Gatton, by the same number ; 
two for Buckingham, by twelve individuals ; two for Banbury, by 
fourteen individuals ; two for Launceston, by fourteen individuals.; 
|U)d in numerous other Boroughs in the same manner, by similar 
numbers, and transfer the Representation to large towns and pppu- 
lous counties 7 Mr. Lamb answered, he was a friend to Parlia- 
mentary Reform, to a larger extension of suffiragej and a shorter 
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Juration of Parliaments. He was the friend of the late Sir Samud 
Jlomilly, but he had not studied the Constitution of the Borough 
System so accurately as the gentkmdn who put the question I r 

" After Mr. Lamb says be has not studied the constitution of the 
Bprough System so accurately as the gentleman who addressed hin^ 
how can he be fit to be your advocate in the cause of Parliamentary 
Reform? It appears rather sing«ilar that be should never have 
studied this system^ wbich it ought to be now his duty to expose. 
All I have to say is^ that I faope you will not pay attention to this 
Whig Candidate, until you can ascertain positively that he under- 
stands the question in which you are most interested. Last night 
Mr. Lamb avowed, that he bad not made up his mind on the subr 
ject. .Let us now bear wfafsther, in the course of the nighti be ber 
came better informed upon the Borough System.'^ 

Mr. Hobhouse retired amidst the applauses of the people, whic£ 
were changed into the most bi^teous ^outs of disapprobation whe^ 
Mr. Lamb presented himself. The Times Newspaper in reporting 
this speech, mentioned: that their reporter, though as close as.apy 
individual could be to Mr. Lamb, found it impossible to bear bim 
distinctly, and the same paper noted the applauses as coming "from 
the auditory round Mr* Xiam&,'Vand froni the immediate vicinity of 
Mr. Lamb» The Morning Chronicle, however, had the courage to 
aay, that Mr. Lamb was, as was arranged, assailed from the com- 
pact body, in the neighbourhood of Mr. Hobhouse, and was accom- 
panied by loud applauses from those who heard the speech, and a 
continued yell from those stationed there to prevent its being heard. 
A correct record of the violent contest would not be given, if these 
assertions of the party paper were not introduced, to show the efforts 
made to convince those at a distance from the scene, that Mr. Lamb 
and the Whigs were the popular party in Westminster ; and, that 
those who disliked Mr. Lamb and his coalesced friends, Messrs. 
Hunt and Jones, were only a few hired individuals. It is, indeed, much 
tobe'wished, that no interruption had been given to any speaker ; but, 
when it is recollected, what an extraordinary coalition combined at 
the hustings, manifestly with the object of destroying the popularity 
of Sir Francis Burdett, it is not to be wondered at, that the people 
should be impatient at such an assault upon their own favorite, in 
the heart of the city which he had so loi^ represented, and was then 
representing, and in the very scene of the great exertions made by 
him in tlie public cause. After premising thus much, Mr. Lamb a 
speech, as reported by the Chronicle, may be here given : though 
without the Reporter's comments, which were sent into the country, 
as the sentiments of the people^ and, having served their turn, would 
be of no use here. 

Mr. LAMS.-7He said his opponent had expressed himself con* 
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fident of success. He also felt rather confident, because fae was 
'S61 a head ou the whole poll ! But if he had been 500 behind he 
should still have felt coufidenCy after his opponent's speech this day, 
and ^the elegant fellow he had produced before them. Hrs op« 
ponent had said much of his liveliness; if he had any gratification froiti 
their not hearing him, it was because their expectations of being 
amused by him would not then be disappointed. His opponent^ 
however, had taken his friendly hint of yesterday, and tried to io* 
fuse a little wit into his address ; and indeed he ihouglit Mr. Hob- 
house came on very well at it. By the help of a few jokes bor« 
rowed from other candidates^ a few extracts from publications, and 
a few new ones brought ready written down, he in time might 
almost gain the title of " Joe Miller'* or ** ITie Monstrous DroH 
Jester." Mr. Hobhouse's friends, too, had not been idle in th^ 
pursuit of wit ; he saw a placard opposite to him, oftering a thou-^ 
sand pounds reward to any one who diould make his own plan of 
Reform intelligible, this is what was commonly known by the name 
of a '' Tu quoqueJ' However, Mr. Hobhouse himself had said« 
that if Mr. jiunb would pledge himself to bring forward thi!( 
plan supported by his party, he (Mr. Hobhouse) would retire; 
surely Mr. Hobhouse would not offer this for a plan he did 
not understand. He therefore recommended the author of the 
placard to go to Mr. Hobhouse for the' explanation, and he 
(Mr. Hobhouse) will have a right to pocket his friend's thou^ 
sand pounds. He saw an Honorable Baronet on the hustings 
also, who, fae understood, had come there because he had con« 
ceived himself to be called upon to do so by him . (Mr. Lamb.) 
Very little of that Baronet's speech the other night had applied 
to himself, and he had not meant to call him there on bis own 
account; but as the Baronet's speech bad principally applied to 
the partizans of the third Candidate, he had thought it but fair 
that he should hear their remarks in reply. However, as he was 
there, he would make a remark or two on his speech of Tuesday; 
and he wished they would permit the Baronet to hear him. The 
Baronet had said, as the Newspapers reported, that he (Mr. Lamb) 
had come before them disguised. He had thought this would have 
been the last imputation thrown upon him ; but whatever garb he 
wore, he must say, he thanked God that he was not reduced so low 
as to appear before the Electors in the Honorable Baronet'f 
livery — What objection to him, on the score of Parliamentary Re* 
form, could be stated with effect by those who could not make 
themselves intelligible, who could not agree among themselves, nor 
even each agree with himself from one day to another i Mr. Hob* 
house bad first stated his plan to be '< far short of Univei^al Suf*^ 
frage.'^ After four days spent in endeavouring to ezpfaiin it, it now 
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tnrtied out that he had no plan at all, and as far as he cooM 
iuiderstand his avowal to-day, he now. again had no objection to 
Universal. Suffrage to the fullest extent. He had also produced an 
exquisite personage before them, who had last night attended a 
• Meeting called his friends. He was glad he had appeared to-day, 
because at least it would shew that he was disgraced by no such 
cronies. * *^ 1 call on Mr. Samuel Clark to stand forwmd and shew 
himself publicly." (Mr. Lamb repeated the call several times ; at last 
Mr. Samuel Clark came forward.) This Gentleman, he understood^ 
had Jong before this been in the habit of torturing Wios, for he 
nnderstood he was a barber. He had attended the Meeting last 
night 'in hopes that he, on the subject of Reform, might be able 
to shave him close; he went through a long Kst of the names 6f 
boroughs, and the numbers of their Electors, before he put th« 

Question to Mr. Lamb, stating himself to be a - decided enemy to 
Jniversal Suffrage and violent allcrcationSy and that he particu- 
larly disapproved of getting drunk at Elections. He (Mr. Lamb) 
suspected bim at the tittie. He thought there was something of the 
Oliver cut about bim ; however, he' had ansM'ered him as he had 
always- answered before, that he was a friend to a mchre equal re^ 
presentation, and a shorter duration of Parliaments': but that he 
was not quite prepared to enter into the details of the Rights oF, 
Election in all the Boroughs the Barber had enumerated. He had 
brought this Samuel Clark forward that he might know him well 
himself, and that every body else might know this Oliver of bis 
opponent's party, and especially to recommend none of them to 
trust their throats near his razor. It had also been said that be 
received Government support ; if he had, it could not be in hopes 
of any return of support from him ; he had distinctly avowed his 
principles as a Member of the Whig party, and he should not be 
found among the supporters of Government. There was nothing 
else, that he recollected that be was at present called upon to answer; 
His opponent had complained of the mean artifices used by his 
partizans. He, however, did not complain of those used against 
bim ; he despised and defied them, aud he invited a continuation of 
all the machinations that could be devii^ed between Mr. Hobhousd 
and Mr. Samuel Clark. It was probable that the Hon. Baronet 
meant to address them ; he did not know that it was so, but if he did 
he hoped they would give him a patient hearing. 

Notwithstanding the proviso with which this report -has been m^ 
troduced, it will be serviceable to the interests of truth just to 
mention, that Mr. Lamb was not guilty of the pleasantry of asking 
a patient hearing for Sir Francis Burdett. His words were, as. re*> 
ported in the JBritbh Press^ << a patient hearioK for all who wer« 
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imikei to a4dre9» t^eoi." But the olyect of the Chronicle wat 
W give out that Sir F. Burdett had need of help from Mr. Lamb 
10 order to obtain a hearing. 

When Mr. Lamb had ceased^ Sir F. Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse 
retired. Mr. Samuel Clark then came to the bar and said, ** Mr. 
Lamb, I challenge you to deny the truth of what I have stated." 
This appeal occasioned a considerable uproar ; bravos I from the 
People and laughter within the hustings. Mr. Lamb did not reply^ 
but Mr. Hunt caqie forward. His popularity was by no means 
increased. The thousands assembled both in front and in the 
booths opposite, hissed and hooted ; and from the extreme confu- 
sion prevalenti it was exceedingly difficult for the reporters to give 
any thing like a fair accopnt of the proceedings of this day. T|ie 
•cconnt nearest to fact was given in the British Press, and is here 
followed verbatim. Those who think it wordi while may compare 
it with the string of falsities, and the colour given to the facts in 
the Chronicle, Mr* Hunt alluding to the hisses, said — 

There i$[as no u^e in. all this— *it was quite vain and useless — ^for 
be bad taken .a hearty lunch, and could wait for^a late dinner. He 
came there to expose the giant, the political apostate. Sir Francis 
Burdett — (a voice in the crowd $aid, ^' Whereas the use in your at' 
tacking Sir Francis Burdett, he is gone away?**) — *^ Is he," re* 
aumed Mr^ Hunt,. ^^ I did not think he'd stand to hear his character 
described,"-— A considerable Mproar being excited at this moment| 
Mr. Hunt said, that if they would but just hear him for a moment^ 
it might be five guineas in some of their pockets. For he would 
read them a band-bill he had just got : — 

'' LOST-— Last night, between St. James's-place and Mr. Brooks's, 
in the Strand, a check, drawn by Sir Francis Burdett on Messrs. 
Coutts and Co. Bankers, for 10,000/. The check was drawn as 
follows : — 

' *^ Pay Samuel Brooks, or order, the sum of 10^000/., which 
charge to my account. '' F. Burdett. 

'^ N. B. No further reward will be given, as payment is stopped 
^t the Bank, and another check is issued in its place, and payment 
ireceived, to Uphold the purity of Election in Westminster."— 
^Laughter and applfiuse,) 

They had heard, said Mr. Hunt, jbl great deal about the Whig 
Candidate having the Court inflneuce, but who would they imagine 
oame to the hustings to-day to vote for Mr. Hobhouse — they woulfl 
be astonished to hear— -no less a. personage tbaq Sir Christopher 
Hawkins, one of the greatest borough proprietors , in the kingflom-* 
be owned five o£ ^eCosnidh boroughs, and ACtufdly .retiMPP^d ten 
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^Meoiberft to Parliament Had this Mr« Hobhottse tbes, ^bo bad 
such a voter, any right to complaio of the voters who may fliock to 
his pppooent ? : . , 

At this moment, the attention of the crowd was divided by the 
appearance of anod^^r ovator from the miling in fropt of the hus- 
tings, who said he was si friend of Mr. Hobhouse, but whether by 
accident or design, the words had hardly escaped his lips, when he 
fell, or was pulled from the place on which he stood. 

There he goes, resumed Mr. Hunt ; he is an example of Mr. 
Hobhouse's case; he ^ews you that it is in a falling state.— 
{Lankier and applause.) 

At. this moment a stick was thrown from among the crowd, whidi 
struck Mr. Hunt on the breast. 

Mr. Hunt bowed to the quarter from which it caoK, and ^aid, 
*' I thank you; but I am too old a soldier tp be kiUed with one 
shot." 

The circumstance of the stick b^ng thrown created a tumulf^ 
and a number of persons called out to have the individual seized 
who had made the assault. 

Mr, Hunt pointed at the individual, and said he was convinced 
he was the man who threw the stick. 

The designation of the particular person was hardly given, when 
(to the credit of the multitude present it should be recorded) he waa 
immediately and very roughly seized, and handed over by die per- 
sons who were near him tp the constables at the outer railing 
before the hustings. So great was the anxiety to secure the pei>- 
fion of the individual who was represented as havii^ thrown the 
stick, that Mr* Lee, the high constable, seeiiig the peril he was 
likely to be in from rouj^ usage, ordered the constables to tak^ 
care be should not be hurt in getting hipi over the railing, jle 
seemed to be an idle looking fellow, who bad thrust himself into 
the crowd for the want of any other employment of his time, and 
who seemed more frightened at the scrapfi he had got into, than 
.it was likely he would have been had he gone prepared for. mischief^ 
QOd made up his mind to abide the result. 

Mr. Hunt said, that the fellow belonged to Sir Francis Burdett 
T\m .fellow himself, probably with a view of getting some assist- 
ance^ to place him in a more comfortaj^le birth than he had, said 
be W99 4 friend to Mr. Hobhouse. But ,thi# stratagem did not 
avail bi^, for tlie crowd, with a. propriety which did them infinite 
^credit^ left bim« just where hewas^fn the custocfyof the constable^, 
-lo be dii^>osed of as he deserved. He was afterwards, however, 
turned o«t, we beliei^, by the constabljes, on expressing contrition 
for his act, and in the absence of the necwary evidence, ^o.warran^ 
any further proceedings agunst him« 
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Mr. H^NTy at soon aa die iiproar of faking this man into-ctis- 
tody had subsfdedy continued to address the Meetings and to en* 
treat that they would also hear his friend, Mr. Gale Jones^ who had 
«tood by him during the whole of the hst election, and- was equally 
1%'ith him at his post in this. It was said that he and his friends had 
coalesced with the Whigs*— they had done no such thing. But Mr. 
-Lamb had fairly and candidly declared, that be wns the advocate of 
an extension of suffrage to householders^ and this was going full as 
*far as Sir Francis Burdett had ever gone.' This was going at least 
to something that was intelligible; whereas, nobody could under- 
stand what Mr. Hobhouse was at. After some remarks on Sil* 
Francis Burdett's silence last night in the House of Commons, 
when the Poor Laws were under discussion, Mr. Hunt concluded, 
by stating, Ihat Mr. Hobhouse would be put out in the present 
Election, and his patron, Sir Francis Burdett, in the next. 

The same paper, the British Press, from which this is ex*- 
iracted, goes on to state — ^that Mr. Gale Jones now stepped for- 
'ward, but the lateness of the hour, and incessant interruption, ren^ 
dered it impossible to catch any thing but imperfect sentences fc/r 
the remainder of the evening. The Reporter of die Chronicle, 
however, was more successful, and to him the reader is indebted 
for the following account of Mr. Jones's speech, as also of Mr. 
Hunt's and Mr. Peter Walker's, which none of the other papers 
deigned to notice. . « 

Mr. Gale. Jones began by stating, that the meeting would re- 
collect that he had promised to pay his respects to the various catS- 
didates according to their seniority in point of nomination. He had 
yesterday endeavoured to shew them what the merits of Mr. Hob- 
house were, and how be might be depended on. It was very un- 
fortunate for some persons that they would not take the advice of 
friends, and it not unfrequently happened in the daily transactions 
of life, that those we were in the habit of branding with the name 
pf enemies, were found to be our best and sincerest friends. Eveii 
from an enemy truth and useful instruction might be profitably de- 
rived, and he was an enemy to himself and his best interests^ who 
'Would not avail himself of such instruction. Applying this observa- 
tion to Mr. Hobhouse, it was impossible not to see that to his stub- 
bornness and that of his party, might be easily traced the miserable 
uppearance which their numbers this day exhibited. In his remarks 
on Sir Charles Wolseley, who had spoken recently from the hustings^ 
■Mr. Hobhouse had accused him of being able to . utter only three 
sentences. Probably that might be true ; but had the Baronet or 
'Mn Hobhouse been able to answer these three sentences? The 
■contrary was the case, and shewed the paucity of talent possessed by 
the Guardian and his WVd. The name of Mr, Lamb Jbad afforded 
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aottie Mnuemdit to the Biu^oin^t aod Mr; Hpbbouie, ^^d sefetal: 
attempts at Mrit had been made on that name, especiall; as it aliMy 
belonged to an innocent animaL Mr. Hobhoiise .would| therefore^: 
not think it unfiiir to say, that h^ also might .be a happy, sulgect of; 
aanusement; for though the Rump had supposed that the Electors., 
were to have Hdbsbn's choice, *^ him or none^" they had unfortu*. 
nately damned tbe^ pie!cey and it was succeeded by the farce of^ 
'f Hob in the Well/' The humbled looks, the aflPected, smile and- 
dgected appearance of the piurty, shewed indeed that Hob wasfar-f- 
sunk in the well, and that it would require more energy ttum thai o^ 
Sir Francis Burdett tO'get him. in the. bucket and puU him up. He^ 
pardoned the irritation which Mr, Hobb^iijie .|g|)t, |ie, pitied him- on, 
account of the deplorable situation he ,M*as placed. in, and would> 
excuse the want of temper evinced by the Romp, tMecause their, 
cause was now gone. He would ask them, he would ask any un«r 
biassed and unprejudiced man-*— who were the friends of riot and( 
disorder i To whom were they to impute any tendency to riot^ but 
to the drunken and disordered friends of Mr. Hobhoosef whose^ 
minds were distracted by thp overwhelming opposition they, had been- 
obliged to encounter. It was the earnest wish.and.the sok design 
of these persons to create a confusion, and to. put down others by la 
clamorous noise« That wish,, however, was vain — *tha^ design bad 
been rendered abortive. True, they had partially interrupted Mip. 
I^amb, but why was this done? Was the Baronet and this Rump, 
afnud to hear Mr. Lamb ? Did they judge him incapable of being- 
answered, and did they hope by clamour to prevent him from beiog. 
heard/ Such wfu the, only rational conclusion which could be de- 
duced fr.om their condpct, and such was a specimen of the candour. 
H'bich these friends of liberality and freedom of speech possessed^ 
and to which they laid such mighty claims. The Baronet now; 
saw that Westminster was not to be put down by dictation, and that 
she would assert her rights even m the teeth of the Honorable. 
Baronet. .The day of popularity was gone by, as. far as the Baronet 
was concerned, and he now saw himself deserted, and even hooted. 
by those whom he had described as his dearest friends. Such being 
Mr. Hobhouse,, and such hb protector and friend, he would leave, 
them now to the judgment of the Electors, and what that judgment 
would be was now self-evident, from the appearaiM;e of the poll*. 
" The glory had, indeed, departed, and hope was buried in the 
dust.'' With respect to Mr. ikmb, he begged to trouble them with 
a few words. Differing, as he had uniformly done, from the Whigs, 
be felt himself bound to state his high delight at the glorious state in 
wUch Mr. Xamb now stood on the poll. The Baronet and his 
prot^6 could not find any argument against Mr. Lamb, which, 
fipilld be, of I19Q to tbeni, and they therefore- employed scurrilous! 
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What GonnexioQ.attaeks oti that party had to do with the queslion^ 
it was for tbeiki to say, and it only served to shew* the nak^aess of 
their cause. Among other ihiDgs, it was said that Mr* Lamb was 
a candidate supported by both parties. He (Mr. Jones) was not 
surprised at lhiS| when he considered how admirably adiqited the 
amiable manners, the gentlemanly conduct, the liberal eoKghtened. 
principles, and the excellent good humour of that Gentiemtti were, 
to conciliate all parties, and win the afflictions of all who knew him* 
Re unquestionably would prefer Mr. Lamb by fiir to Mr. Hob- 
house, because the principles of die former were intelligible to all^ 
while those of the latter were understood by none ; aye, not even by 
himself. Mr. Lamb had told them that he came before them as a 
stranger, and they, like honest Englishmen, had received »id treated 
him kindly. As to the creed of Mr. Hobhouse, it was understood 
by none, for it shewed the individual to be possessed of no principle* 
It had long been justly observed, and indeed the observatiou was not 
more logical than true, that he could not be considered as a man of 

Principle who had no fixed plan to go by. Such was the case with 
fr. Hobhouse, whose ideas were a labyrinth accessible to none* 
He trusted the friends bf the Baronet would recover their good 
humour, and permit themselves to hear plain truths for once at least 
in their lives. Really it was unmanly, it was cowardly, it vras un» 
generous, ^to be ill natured, because one lost a cause. At present 
he would not say more, as he would have another opportunity of 
addressing them before the election was oven 

Mr. HtNT. Gentlemen, I have only a word to say, which I 
am sure will not' displease you. I have just this moment been told 
Aat if Mr. Lamb succeeds in his election, as I am certain be will, 
Sir Frattcis Burdett wiil accept the office of Steward to the Chiltem 
Hundreds. He snapt his fingers at you the other day ; but now 
you can snap your fillers at him. Let us give three cheers for the 
state of the poll. So much for the fall of the Romp. - 1 wish you 
good night. 

Mt. 'Peter Walker, in coming forward as a friend of Major 
Cartwrigfat; observed, that he would not have ofiered himself at that 
late houi',. had it not been that he had not had an opportunity of 
addressing them earlier during the whole Election. He had noW 
presented himself to their notice as the same unaltered individual, 
attached to the principles of that inflexible and honest patriot, Major 
Cartwirigfat; a man not more esteemed for his consistent uniform 
conduct,'^ than beloved and venerated as the father and friend of 
Reform, biit w^hose only-fiHilt in the eyes of the Rump was his ia« 
creased year^,' ^and who wittF thereby judged unfit to sit in the House 
of Commonfll/.tboiigh'iio mati'knew more than he did relative to the 
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Comtitutioii. It had beeA said by (he supporters of Ae 
Baronet and his hopeful nomineeytbat tbqre was a coalition betweei^ 
the friends of Mr. Lamb and the friends of the Major ; but he 
could state in the most decided terms, that sudi was not Uie case*. 
The friends of the Major had not canvassied. one single person ia 
£ivour of Mr* Lamb, nor oile in favour of the Major hiQMelf. He 
had the strongest reasons for preferring Mr. Lamb^ because, witb 
all due respect for the Baronet, he woidd not saiuifice bis own opi^^ 
mons to serve any peison whom the Baronet or the CoinDkiittee migbt 
nominate ; for the penon who had been brought forward was sup* 
ported by tricks and by delusion. Though the Godnmitl^e vyas 30^ 
strong, they would &id the people stronger. Much hadbesowd 
lelative to the Whigs, and much abuse had been tbrowp on theoi'as 
a corrupt body. In reply he would say, that that body had W^ 
done the mischief to the cause of liberty which the other sidel)ad« 
They had not contributed to send Engli«Ji gold out of the countiyj 
and substitute a miserable paper currency— -they bad not brought the 
debt on the nation, or the Gagging Bill and the Suspension Actf 
He disliked the Dinarchy which wished to rule over Westminster^ 
and was glad they were now unmasked. After a few other obserr! 
vations, he concluded. 

Mr. Walker concluded about six o'clock, and nearly the last at- 
tendant at the hustings had by that time disappeared. 



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19.— FIFTH DAY. 

The large majority in which all kinds of exertions used for Mr« 
Lamb had placed him upon the poll of yesterday, seemed com* 
pletely to have taken away whatever small inclination there might 
still remain Uniotigst the people not to pronounce their o(unton in 
behalf of Mr. Hobhouse, to the total exclusion of all pNOssibie se»t 
timents towards Mr. Lamb. It was a veiy wet morning, but as 
the afternoon advanced, the crowd became greater than in any 
former day; and those who voted for Mr. Lamb were hissed, whilst 
the supporters of the contrary side were loudly applauded. For the 
purpose already mentioned of recording the ^' ^tii of the Jtrnt'* 
nabf* the account of the Chronicle of the close of this day's polifi 
shall be first given. It is as foUoWs : 

^' At the close of the poll the numbers were 

Potted this Day. Grots PoU, 

" Honorable G. Lamb .... 335 .. . 1542 
« Mr. Hobhouse . . ^ . • . IQO . • • lOW 
'' Major Cartwright . • . . . 4 . . . io 
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' <^ The poll was announced amidst the cbeers of the people^ aid the 
^ crieis of No Rump, No Rump, re-echoed throv^h the hustings/' 
** ' — Compare this with the following account given in the Times** 
— " At a quarter before four, Mr. Hobhouse came to the hustings, 
** accompanied by Sir Francis Burdett, aiid was greeted hy the 
'' loudest acclamations of applause. Shortly afterwards, Mr. Lamb 
^ made his appearance, and was welcomed in a very different manner 
'' from his opponent. He was hissed and hooted to such a d^ee 
^' as none can conceive who did not witness the fact. When the. 
''mmibers were declared to be, Su:. the hissing, if posMble, inn 
'' creased, though it immediately subsided and' turned into applause 
*^ when Mr. Hobhouse came forward to address the. Electors." 

The reader having seen this contrast of the picture with. the /act,* 
and remembering the specimens before given, will pierhaps be able: 
to account for Sir F. Burdett's comment on the daily press intro- 
duced into his speech of this day. The truth is, that the Chronicle 
Reporter purposely falsified .the transactions of eves-y day, whilst 
the Reporters of the other papers, generally speaking, being placed, 
within the hustings' rail, inadvertently often put down the comments 
made by the gentlemen with and about Mr. Lamb, for the expnesa 
sentiments of the people. 

Mr. Hobhouse spoke as follows : — 

Gentlemen, — ^The Coalition is not so successful to day as it 
was yesterday. They were about 400 a head upon yesterday's poll, 
and they are only, as I am informed, 145 a head upon this day's 
poll. {Jpplause.) Perhaps I can account for it. 

Yesterday — their betainers were fed, they had what they 
called A PUBLIC breakfast near Devonshire House, and 
another at the Hummums; the poll was swelled by those Electors, 
who, having lost their independence, were thus draped to the 
hostings, and this accoimts for their success : to day ,they could 
find none mean enough, and none dependent enough, to be fed by 
them, and this accounts for their deficiency. In a small town, this 
would be called treating — I know not why it is not considered so 
here. Whatever it is called, it is very mean, it is very shabby, it is 
very Whiggish. {Loud laughter.) Ate you to be treated out of 
your votes ? {Cries of, We never shall.) Will you be so deluded ? 
(No, neverj) 

The Whig and Tory Coalition, however, remains just as it did^ 
and both are acting together against ypu. Recotirse has again been 
had to the old corrupt practices, which too long disgraced your city. 
A nobleman went about canvassing this day with the steward of 
another nobleman under his arm. I need not say this vras to intimi- 
date the tenants to vote for the Whig candidate. 

* Saturdayi Feb. 20. 



145 

Voii have* heard of ihe iDBueDce of a Junta^^lRj whohi tire 
they so called ? By your enemies ! Of what does it consist ? Of 
Comiliittees appointed by yourselves ! Committees of tradesmen. 
Did these respectable tradesmen ever attempt to bribe you with t 
breakfast ? (No, never.) Did they ever procure noblemen's stew- 
ards to intimidate* their tenants to vote i Did they ever canvass with 
their intimidating letters, to make them vote one way when they 
thought another.— But the Whigs say, if they have Government 
support, they cannot help it : No-^flor could they help it if the 
ToHies^gave.tbeitL a pistce. (Applause and laughter,) 

The Whig Candidate has called me a second Joe Miller. {A 
laugh.) It is very odd that V cannot please the Whigs, do what I 
will: the other day he called upon me to enliven my speeches with 
a Kttle' humour,: and when 1 attempt to follow his recommendation, 
he says I am. too joco8e4 I cannot please him at all. You heard 
Itiiii sneer in the words of a song at '' the spruce Mr. Clarke.'' 
IN^ow; Mr. Ijamb is one of the wits of the party. If this is the 
extent] of the wit of the party, I am sorry for it — ^It wont do-^ 
I'lnust go to another school. {Laughter.) 

But let us look at bis principles. — He told you, they were 
those of. Sir S< Romilly. He next says, that' his principles are his 
own, and that he will not have them countersigned by any man. 
Tben he talked to you of the principles of the Glorious Revolution, 
and said that he cherished those principles. The Tories said the 
aaine ! The Whigs prbposed Catholic emancipation. The Tories 
opposed it, because they revered the principles of the Revolution ! ! 
and they JForsootb rallied round the Constitution!! So say the 
Wbig^ * — ^lliey too rally round the Constitution ! And they oppose 
the People!' This is all Whig delusion: pure and naked 

Whiooism. 

But this declaration of Mr. Lamh^s, not being attractive, he 
made* another, and became suddenly the Friend of Reform — the 
Friend: of Refbrm ! When the plain honest intelligent Citizea 
(Mr. Clarke), went to put a plain question to him on the Boroughs 
mothering System, he avowed his utter ignorance of this system ; 
and now he calls him ^ a SPY.' {Shame, shame.) He calls an 
Elector of Westminster, who goes to put a plain question to a.Can^ 
didate at a public meeting -of his parish, ' A SPY.' — But this 
witty Gentleman has since found out that this honest Elector was 
a Barber 1 and his wit could take no higher flight than to ridicule 
this worthy man's calling. Does he think of obtaining his Election 
by ridiculing the occupations of his Constituents ? But this honest 
Barbbr, in proving that he was better infonned. than this learned 
Lawyer, has done good service to the State. He has made 

L 
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m^viksi Ae igoordnc^ of your would-be Representative ;^and' for 
diis he b to be called A SPY r 

Let me put this ijfuestion of Iteform to the Whigs distiactijr. 

They say«— •! would limit your right of suffrage. 

I say — I would extend it. 

They say— I would not have all Housdceepers vote. 

I say-^I would not stop at Housekeepers. — ^Will thqr ff^ as 
hr as that f — ASK them^ Gentlemen. 

They say — I am not for Annual Parliaments. 

I sayi I ami — Will they go as far as that i — ASK them, Gen- 
tlemen. 

Will they give you any Reform that will destroy Corrupd0ll^•«*^ 
Will theyf — ^ASK them. Gentlemen. 

. Will they consent to cut up the Borough system altogether?-^ 
Will they destroy the prepondenng influence of Aristocratical foroiHes 
in the Elections of the people f-—*But these are questions of lo# 
delicate a nature to be put to a man who has lived all these years, 
and yet remains ignorant of the Borough system : — A l^ittntd 
lawyer too ! One might have thought his very briefs would have 
taught him better. 

The delusion of Reform being, to be had from Whigi or 
Whiggism is about to be dissipated It is for you to sfae\^ that yoa 
.will not be robbed of your rights by the united factions, 

Mr. Hobhouse withdrew from the front amidst the longest np^ 
phmses. Mr. Lamb then came forward. The hissing and hooting 
\ira8 almost universal. The encouragemeut of a few placed qeiur 
him in the hustings, and in the opposite booths, was drowned in 
the clamours of the multitude. He continued straining till • he was 
veiy red in the face, and in an evident passion. The Chroniele 
called this spontaneous disapprobation of the thousands assembled, 
^' the organized interruption of the Rump yellers,^' and reported 
the speech thus :— -^ 

He asked if it was the pleasure of his opponent's allies to hear 
himf As he was much ^(hausted he would retire, unless they 
should be inclined to permit him to address them. The state of 
the poll was, however, the^ unanswerable argument. Starting as be 
did from the post, he bad now a majority of 59,6 votes above his 
opponent on the whole poll. The poll had certainly not proceeded 
that day with the activity of the day before. That was to be attri- 
buted, however, to the wetness of the morning, and perhaps to the 
over-sanguine expectations of his numerous friends, many of whom 
thought their exertions were not wanted. He begged them, bow^ 
ever, not to allow such a feeling to influence them.; for with the 
fotrest prospects of success, he assured them they would hai^ af loogh 
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battle to fight. He felt that nothing he could say could obtain from 
the affected fri^idi of freedom a patient hearing. He, however, 
assured his friends, that the time was not far distant when even those 
who interrupted him would be most forward to attend. His oppo^ 
nent had diat day said that he could never please hinT (Mr. Lamb). 
He assured that Honorable Gentleman he was wholly mistakenL 
He had pleased him much^ and every speech he uttered he pleased 
him more. His worthy opponent talked of Whigs, as being a body 
litde better than the Tories. With that designation he was satisfied 
*-^0B that character he stood. He (Mr. Lsmnb) could take credit 
for appearing in no disguise. He told them. unequivocally his priff- 
ciples^ But his opponent found fault with him because some of 
the Electors attended a public breakfast. Why, at all events, if it 
were so, there was more solid satisfaction in that, than in the effort 
to catch a few straggling Voters by bands of music and gaudy array 
of colours. But then came the charge of Noblemen intimidating 
the Electors. Did his opponent think that such random insinuations 
could have any effect on any intelligent men ? Was he prepared to 
aay^ and to that conclusion his statement went, that the independent 
and enlightened Electors of that great City were to be intimidated 
fay aqy. set of men^ be their rank or influence what they may ? The 
aUies of his^ opponent, he perceived, renewed their interruption. 
They have the achrantage of die ground, and endeavoured ta press 
down upon those who have the liberality to listen to every Candidate. 
One observation of his Honorable Opponent he was anxious to 
correct, and then he should conclude. He did not say that Mr. 
Hobhouse, in his flashes of wit, had already reached the excellence 
of Joe Miller. What he said was, but that he was likely to attain 
that eminence in a little time. 

At each paragraph of this speech, which was more personally 
directed against Mr. Hobhouse, the people hissed and groaned 
more vehemently, and the last sentence prevented Mr. Lamb from 
being heard any more. He continued bowing and straining some 
time in front, and then retired. There were now loud cries for 
Sir Francis Burdett, but Mr. Hunt presented himself. The roaring 
•—the execrations — the cries of " Burdett, Burdett "-^the threats 
of all kind from the whole mass of people, were incessant, but were 
unavailing. Mr. Hunt continued, encouraged by the Reporter of 
the Chronicle, towards whom he bent down whilst he was speaking, 
and enabled that paper to give the next day the following account of 
a speech beard by no other person present : — 

He declared that he should be heard in preference to any one 
else, though he should stand there until midnight, for as he had 
alreacfy duied, he was in Ao hurry to get away. If they had the 
spirit of Englishmen they would hear him, and he would tell tbem 

l2 
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a liCtle more about thd Batonety who happily had not that day 
away. The Baronet boasted, it should seenn^ that by Monday or 
Tuesday he would bring up such a body of voters as would at once 
out-do the other side. How disappointed the Baronet ^ould be cm 
diese days might be easily anticipated by his being forsaken by Mr« 
Sturch and Mr. Wishart, who had been most ardent and truly inde- 
fctigable members of the Rump«^ — ^These two Gentlemen, however, 
had seen through the designs of that body, and had very properly 
abandoned tben>. The Baronet was now fallen low. He had even 
fallen as low as ever Lucifer did* Once, indeed, he had stood on 
die pinnacle of high popularity, but, like ^* Hob in the well,^ he 
was now sunk deepenougbb He hoped the Electors who were now 
present would for once have pity on the crest-fallen Baronet, and 
allow him to be heard.* To look at him and his friends was suffix 
eient to excite their compassion. He implored them to exereise, 
then, that coD»paiSsion for once, and to hear the Baronet, for the 
more the Baronet spoke, the more he was sure to commit himselfL 
A great deal had been s«d on-the present Election about Whig and 
Tory, and the Baronet's nominee, Mr. Hobhouse, had declared 
there was a coalition between the two parties* Supposing that to be 
true, he would ask, what was Mr. Hobhouse? What line of poliej 
did he follow ? Was he between the two parties, or what was he I 
He (Mr. Hunt) firmly believed he was like the fool sitting down be-^ 
tween two stools, by which he was sure ta be. thrown to the gronnck 
He had a very short, but at the same time, a very interesting story 
to tell them. It was relative to the conduct of the Honorable 
Baronet, and was worth heading. It related to the petition of Mr. 
John Hudson. It was, as he observed, his most ardent. wish that 
they should hear how the Baronet acted before they took any advice 
from him. Mr. Hudson lived at 24, Long-acre, and at the last 
Election, gave a plumper to the Baronet. He received a 5/. note 
in his business, and tried to recover the value of it, by which he was 
involved in 54/. J&. of expenses. He then appUed by petition to 
the Honorable Baronet, and called soon after, when he was toU 
there was no answer. He called a second^'time, and the sane 
message was repeated, and the third time he called, he saw Old Joha 
the porter, who told him the Baronet gave him no answer. The 
petitioner went afterwards to Lord Castlereagh oa the sulagect, and 
from his Lordship he at once received a speedy answer, as his Lord* 
ship told him he pould do nothing for him. Such was unquestion^^ 
ably a strong contrast bc^tween the Baronet and the. Noble Secretary 
of State for the Foreign Department. The Baronet had snapped 
his, fiqgers the other day at the Electors, and in reply, he would 
ask, where was the Baronet last night, instead of being in tha 
House of Common^ to give his opinion and vote on the very im^. 
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Chimney Sweepers' Bill' was before the House ? Was the Baronet 
afraid to speak^ or what w&s the cause i In a public room he had 
subscribed to the support of the Bill, but why was he not in the 
House of Commons to raise his voice in the cause of humanity f 
The cause was, that the Baronet was canvassing for his hopefiil 
youth^ and was engaged with the Rump. Old Mr. Brooks, of the 
Strand, had boasted they would bring up 1000 votes on Monday; 
This was a promise made by the Rump, and it would be seen how 
ftr it could be accomplished. He hoped they would all listen to 
the Baronet, because though he had abandoned him, because he, 
(the Baronet) had deserted the people, it was proper to give all a 
^r hearing. There was now no snow on the ground, and happily 
the Baronet could not avail himself of that pretext, as had been the 
case in former instances, to stay back from the meetings of the 
people. Let the Baronet go ^erever he would, and 4:all any 
n^eeting he chose, he (Mr. Hunt) would follow htm from place to 
place, and from comer to comer. As the day was now far advanced, 
be would not occupy mere of their time, especially as the Honor-> 
able Baronet was in the habit of making long, wordy speeches. . He 
would only say, that amidst all the heat which Mr. Hobhouse had 
evinced, he had not been able to say one word about Sir Christopher 
Hawkins polling yesterday. Mr. Hobhouse had dwelt much on the 
drcnmstance of a Nobleman and a steward going about; but as to 
Sir Christopher Hawkins he had been totally silmit, thereby proving 
lie was as precious a humbdg as his worthy nominee and patron, the 
once celebrated, but now fatlen. Sir Francis Burdett. Let them 
BOW hear the Baronet for once, and see what he could say for him«- 
self, and Irom this exhibition they would leara what he was. 

When Mr. Hunt had retreated. Sir Faancis Burdett was 
again loudly called for« His appearance was the signal for every 
demonstration of joy. The people waved their hats-^those. in the 
booths clapped, and waved their handkerchiefs. When silence was 
obtained, he addi^ssed the meeting as follows :-^ 

Gentlemen, Electors of Westminster, I cannot but congratulate 
you on the result of this day's poll, (Afplame) and when we recol- 
lect that every artifice, every excitement, every influence, whidi the 
corruption of power and delusion of trick could bring into play 
against you — M^en we recoileot that every means have been resm'ted 
to, to intimidate, to seduce, to sweep out all the scourings of the 
iMiUic offices, and of all the other Government departments-— when 
we recollect, as we must do, all this, and see no decline of our 
strength as compared with yesterday, but still see the spring of liberty 
fresh and clear, and the friends of independence re^dy and wiUing to 
xbme forward to reinstate Westminster in the proud state she was ki 
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iiefore'diis contest-— ^when we see all this, we hwe, I say, reason to 
be gratified (Loud applause). We know, we bave no reason to de« 
spair, for our cause is the cause of the liberty of the countty— -a 
cause nerer to be despaired of by a patriotic mind (Jpplause)* 
^jpsnence tells us that the Electors of Westminster are not easily 
brought into action ; it is not the work of a moment to get .them 
forward. We know that they are staunch friends of liberty, and that 
ibe enduisiasra which that sacred principle imparts, is struck among 
diem by collision, and by the appearance of men among them, whom 
ihej know, to be opposed to the cause of freedom, and to their best 
interest* We all know, that it takes more trouble to rouse a lion 
dian to start a hare {Applause). The venal and corrupt press haa 
told you, that when a lion ^was expected to be roused, nothing ap- 
peared but the braying of an ass. I tell you the lion of Westmin-- 
ater begins to rouse himself^-(Grea^ applause). Tbe puny effDrta 
of low aristocracy, the low and pitiful tricks of the possessors of 
Noble names, and of high rank and influence, who have degraded 
themselves by stooping on the present occasion tO; promote their 
views by miserable stratagem and artifice,, and that unnatural coali-p 
!tian between the Court and the sham friends of the people on the 
epot, where previously the Ministerial Candidate, apd the People, 
-were atone opposed^-^-add to this, that monstrous addition which 
they received by the advocacy of the last Speak^er, have shocked and 
disgusted all good minds. (Great applause.) You see in this mon« 
strous combination, art, malignity, wickedness, corruption, and 
powers — all united to destroy die understandings of the People of 
Westminster; and, notwithstanding their united efforb, I promise 
•you, that, after seeing them as they are, you will in the end see them 
overcome. {Great applause.) I am sorry that you did not give the 
proper attention to the persons who had previously addressed you, 
^because the cause of. truth must prevail when it is heard.. 1 am 
aorry Mr. Lamb was not heard; first, because he may complain of 
the treatment you gave, him ; and, secondly, because it would be 
much better to have his observations heard, that they might, if it 
appeared necessary, be .answered on the spot. He told you, that 
^oiy friend, Mr. Hobhouse, was agreat jeater, and he himself, proved 
^at he would be the same, if his wit were willing, and if not willing 
when it ought, he would attempt it when he could. Notwithstanding 
what Mr. Lamb had said .about Mr. Clarke, whom he discovered 
to be a Barber, and the sneer be. made at this ^man's trade-^^-asi if, 
because of his being a Barber, the. whole fraternity of Barbers must 
be his enemies — I must say that the .punning upon Whig and Wig, 
did not throw aside the man's question. But putting aWay tbe 
equivoquep I think I may say, that the Barber shaved the Lamb!s 
bead very closely. {Ijoud laughter.) If this Lamb's head is often 
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fftsented before yea, I should Bot yronder if the Barber in tbe end 
would cut off his oars. (Laughter — a voice in the crowdj *^ be more 
$eriou8y Sir Frarteis.'^ But to become more serious, as I am pro- 
perly admoBtsbed to be, and if I have been betrayed on this occa- 
lUoa into the error of levity, I hope it will be attributed to Mr« 
Xamb^ who. set me the example. The great question before you^ 
.Gentlemen, is,, not whether this man or that man shall be re- 
turned.; it is not whether this Whig or that Tory is the better man« 
No, l>at whether the great principle of Radical Reform shall or 
ihall not receive your support — that is the question. — {Jpplause.y^ 
And I say, Mr. Lamb and the Whigs delude you when they talk of 
Reform, and avow themselves Reformers. Mr. Lamb comes here 
clothed in the disguise of Reform — he will not speak out, and de^ 
dare his principles in the plain and intelligible manner in which Mr, 
Hobhouse does, and yet he talks of Reform and the Constitution^ 
and all this at the time/ when in ^swer to a plain question, he says, 
be does not understand the history of the rotten boroughs. I un* 
dei^tand he said he bad not studied the question so well as the Gen* 
tieman who put it to him 

Mr. Lamb — I never said that. 

Sir Francis Bvedstt observing that Mr. Lamb was anxious 
to ei^plain, stopped to give him that otpportutiity. 

Mr. liAMt said-*---! never said what has been imputed to me. I 
did say when the person enumerated a long list of boroughs, and de- 
scribed what he represented to be the particular state of each, that 
I was not so wdl versed as he seemed to be in such a mass of details; 
but I agreed wUh him b saying, that if the abuses he pointed oiit 
existed, they were great grievances, and ought to be removed* I 
bave since found that the information given me by the person who 
put the questions respecting the boroughs he enumerated, was in 
many parts erroneous. 

Sir Feancis Burdett resumed. — I told you just nowi that it 
tvas more difficult to rouse a lion than to start a hare ; but the gentle 
Lamb^ it seems, has got aiigryat last, and has become a roaring 
lif^n^-^Laugkter and applause.) I shotdd be sorry not to take any 
Winfs words but as he says he uttered them, or interpret them diffe* 
rently from what he interprets them himself; but this I will saji 
inat if Mr. Lamb never uttered the expressions attributed to him* 
let hidi BOW, for it is not an imprdper tilne, kt him now speak out 
on the ereat and vital subjett of Refoi'm. {Applause.) Let him 
speak plainly and intelligibly to ihe^ people of Westminster, what are 
bis seiltinients up^n the subject. (JdpploM^ei) It requires no time, 
ter labour, nor reflection, to pcHuier upon the bearings of the sob- 

i'ect. Every body has heard of atid read the ^tltioti from th6 
Ei'riends of the Peopfe, in 1793 — every body knows it wais dem^n« 
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ttrated in that Petition^ that 150 Borough Proptietors retorned ^ 
Aiajority in the Commons' House of Parliament. (Cries of ^ Shame! ^ 
Does it require consideration, knowledge, or information, or any 
thing but the plainest understanding and ordinary integrity, for a mad 
to say, whether this is, or is not an infamy which ought to be any 
longer endured? {Applause.) I beg, most pointedly, to impress 
upon your minds, the necessity there exists on the present occasiod 
of openly exerting yourselves, and using every means in your power, 
to maintain not only your own indepaidence, but to shew the coa- 
lition of Whigs and Government, that you are not such unprincipled 
dolts as to suffer yourselves to be held out as the spectacle you are 
represented to be in the daily venal press, as persons in whom na 
lasting confidence can be placed (Cries q/'V6'Aame/')-^aB persons, 
whose support is not at any time of any importance, from its feeble- 
ness and uncertainty. Shew now by your acts, that you are not only 
attached to the great principle of Reform, but that you are sensible 
of the necessity of upholding that reputation you have gained, and 
preserving its example for .the benefit of the People of England — 
that you are not those fickle, shallow, and uncertain beings you are 
so falsely represented to be. Whoever reads the public papers, will 
see how false the particular statements are which relate to the occur- 
rences of this place. The Morning Chronicle^ or rather, the lying 
Chronicle, for that is its proper name ; that Paper which goes be- 
yond all other papers in its falsehood and malignity, has published a . 
band-bill of a ludicrous kind, asserting that a triumphant chair was 
prepared for Mr. Hobhouse ; now, this has no foundation whatever 
in point of fact— it is absolutely false from beginning to end, and 
yet The Chronicle, in a Note of the Editor's, asserts that the story 
was true, and founded upon a fact.* There is a hired party here, 

♦ ** SPLENDID TRIUMPHAL CAR. 

<< TO BE SOLD CHEAP— the Car which was prepared by the COMMITTEK^ 
of the RUMP to Chair Mr. HOBHOUSE in, on Saiwrdny kist, will now be sold m 
good Bargain to any Sham tmmtilUgibie Rtformery who may wish to try his. hand 
upon the Credolity of the People of any Town or City, with tiie hollow pretence 
of PURITY OF ELECTION. 

" For Particulars inquire ******, in the Sirmtd, where the CAR, with all its 
P*g8 and Wires, Springg and Levers^ with the whole machinery iifUs Dteep^MywaLy 
be viewed. 

'< Also may be had, F£fly per Cent under Prime Cost, 9t* Pocoma^^ Breedu9^ 
Inquire of F. PLACE, Tailor, Charing Crott. 

<< t^ To be disposed of by Private Contract, all the eorions Books and Paper* 
belonging to the Rump^ consisting of various Treatises upon the best Means of d«- 
Iiidtnsr the People^ and many hundreds of Skppreseed Letters sent by the real Friends 
of Reform from every Toum and City in the l/mted Kingdom, 

<< For further particulars inquire by sealed Letter, of H. B., Secretfiry." 

This placard had the merit of being founded on a fact; all the paraphernalia and 
theicl»iring of Mn Hobhouse' having been prepared by the late Committee, who 
drew up, what is npw called, the No Churing Report.^ATiWiitiu' Chnrnde^* 
Feb. 90, 18XSI. • " 
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it is said, to stifle Mr. Lamb's Toice-^now> from all thzt t have 
ibeen able to hear, and I beiieve, 1 have heard every thing, this* 
^i^e is utterly false, it is entirely destitute of a scintilla of truth. — 
But that which is here of the first, of the greatest importance, is, 
the security- of the election. Bestir yourselves then. Electors, and 
shew your enemies that you are determined to maintain the reputa- 
tion you have so booourably acquired ; and notwithstanding the 
compassion of Tke Courier at my situation, as deserted by you, and 
notwithstanding the piety of The Courier (for it is a pious paper)—- 
(ji laughy^^which was shocked at my quotation from Ralph, the 
lustorian, that between these two thieves (the Whigs and Tories) the 
Constitution was crucified — notwithstanding all this, do you perform 
your duty. The Courier, indeed, in ignorance that my expression 
was a quotation frotn Ralph, became shocked at my invention of 
the image — they were shocked at my using it. Notwithstanding 
these deep expressions of piety and compassion from The Courier, 
I hope you'll prove yourselves, as you hitherto have done, to be the 
steady friends and champions of the principles of English liberty — - 
(^Applause.) — and that so long as I maintain those principles, which 
have made me the object of your choice, and which it has been 
the practice, I may say the business of my life to assert and en- 
force — ^that so long as I continue to maintain those great prin- 
ciples, and I trust I ever shall be found to maintain them, I shall 
have from you, the People of Westminster, the advantage of your 
countenance and steady support, and that tlie People of £uglan<) 
will also have from yon die benefit of your glorious example. (Loud 
cheers.) 

The two candidates then retired. Sir F. Burdett and Mr. Hob- 
house were saluted in their way to Fishei^'s Rooms with repeated 
huzzas. Mr. Gale Jones then made an effort to be heard; but the 
tumult was so great, and the disinclination towards this gentleman so 
decided, that not even the Reporter of the Chronicle pretended to 
have heard his speech. When he had withdrawn, Mr. Hunt retired 
from the hustings. The indignation of the people against this person 
was.iiow so moved by his assaults on Sir F. Burdett, that they fol- 
lowed him towards his lodgings, hissing, hooting, laughing, and huz- 
zaipg in derision^ till the orator seemed a litde afraid, and made the 
best of his way into a hackney-coach. 

If there had been before any doubt of the sentiments of the people 
of Westminster, the proceedings of this day decided the question. 
The assertion, that the popularity of Sir F. Burdett was on the de- 
cline, could now be made only to be laughed at. The public felt 
indignant at the extraordinary array produced against their long tried 
representative, and &ome shame , appears to have reached even his 
opponents. Sir C. Wolseley. and Mr^ Northmore appeared no 
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mor^.* Pei-bapB they had taken Mr. Hobhooae's biat of the day 
before. Mr. Hunt and Mr. Qale Jones ^ppaared with the. ONUubat 
risk of some personal injury — ^it was impossible to obtain a heariflig 
for Mr. Ldimb-^nd especially as that gentleman chose, to .continue 
his personal attacks on the favorites of the public. . Nothing can 
equal the indignation expressed all over Westminster at the con^ 
duct of The Ckronide, which is at this day known by tlie name 
by which it was baptized by Sir .Francis. Several boitfres were 
lighted in the streets at night to burn the hfing Chronicle. The 
same auto da f^ was celebrated in many public bouses* TAe 
Morning Chronicle of the next day did not dare to report Sir F. 
Burdett^ words; but gave the public the two following articles^ of 
which it may be said, that the truth and decency of the one can 
only be equalled by the infinite pleasantry of the othenf 

* The latter GettUeiMn leems to have aomevrhat repented him of bis serviees to 
the Whigs, and from the Ibllowiog letter which appeared id the Cbron^cley on 
Monday, Feb. 22, it will be observed what aid the Reporter of the Chronicle 
gave to the enemies of tSir F. Bardett and Mr. Hobhoose. 

« TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING CHRONICLE. 

^ Sir, — I tmst to year candour in allowing me to correct an inadvertent error 
in your report of my speech from the Hustings of Covedt Carded on W^dnesdajf 
l«st» 

^ In allnding to the argiiment .deduced (in prijndiice of ray .friend Mi^ Gar^ 
Wright) from the necessity of nnaninity during the expectation of a ministerial 
Candidate, I used the word musAroom, meaning short-lived, as applicable to that 
argument; nor did I see any reason why the citisens of Westminster might not 
be as onUed under the Faihtr of Reform 9$ under cme of his yovogest ^kUdrm. 
I then adverted to the only remaining argument brought forward against the 
ardent and indefatigable Major, viz. thai he was old, and this argument I hoped 
wonld be equally futile. The word muBhraem was not applied in any other sense; 
nor was Hie epithet frothy ever used by me at aU. I i|m. Sir, your obedient,. 

''Thobias Nobthmqrb." 

t"The expectation wbich we confidently entertahied, that two or three days 
woidd demonstrate the effect of the canvas foi' Mr. Mmb, has been fiiUy Teriied. 
The sound and enlightened judgment of the people of Westminater has already 
been pronounced on the knot of slanderers and levellers that have so long annoyed 
theni*~and the loniger the poll is kept open, the decision of tiie right*Bmided vrill 
be more universal. For years it has been the practice of the Rump to oahmniate 
the brightest characters, and it is to this malignant expression of their spleen and 
fiiry, in the last instance, that they have to ascribe theur dovmfal. Up to Toesiday 
8e*nnigfat they had (to use a homely phrase) the ball at their foot ; but in the con- 
fidence of their security, instead of reviling one anotiier, which they might have 
4one safely, they chose to utter opprobrious falsehoods on the most distiiignished 
patriots of England. They have only themselves, tiierefore, to thank for the io> 
Agnation and contempt they have excited." ' 

« TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING CHRONICLE. 

** Sir,— Looking into a book of old Poems lent mi), finom the rare and invaluable 
collection of my liberal and excellent friend, Mr. H., I met with a distich, whidi 
1 should have taken for the composition of some person of the present day, Jf I 
liad notteen it in ao old qnarto pamphkt, * printed for Miobael Sparke, senior^ at 
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'' The t>pprobriotts fakelioods on the most distifiguiisbed .patriots 
t)t England/' alluded to the Report of the Committee of Electors, 
with what justice the reader may refer to the Report to determine. 

During this day, the friends of Reform in Westminster, seemed to 
have roused themselves from the torpor or confidence in which tbegr 
had hitherto been sunk. In consequence of a desire expressed in 
all the parishes to sefe Mr. Hobhouse and Sir Francis Burdett ; and 
by their presence to do away the impression of the calumnies pro- 
pagated by the adverse parties, (for Messrs. Bowie and Walker, now 
worked in the Whig Committee room), the Candidate and Sir 
Francb were present at parbh meetings called on purpose to mett 
them, and the most lively assurances of final success were given to 
them and to all the canvassers for Mr. Hobhouse. After the speech 
of Mr. Hobhouse, and the adventure of Mr. Samuel Clarke, it could* 
no longer be pretended that Mr. Lamb was the real Reform Can- 
didate, and the posting bill '^ Vote for George Lamb, the friend 
of shorter Parliaments and a more extensive suffrage,*' was not 
repeated, but gave way to other invitations, such as " Vote for 
George Lamb, the poor maris friend^ There is no doubt, how- 
ever, but that many hundreds of the poorer Electors had voted under 
th^ notion that Mr. Hobhouse was not friendly to Reform, a delusioD 
which the friends of Major Cartwright, few but active, helped the 
Whigs to propagate in every quarter. Nor will thb appear surprising 
when it is recollected, that many of those whose names the people 
were accustomed to see in opposition to the ministry, were seen 
actively employed in behalf of Mr. Lamb. ' The Rossells, all but 
Lord Tavistock and Lord William the younger, were exceedingly 
active* Mr. Lambton and General Fergusson, both of them favo- 
j-ites of the people, were incessantly employed for Mr. Lamb ; Sir 

.tbevgne.of the Blew Bible, in Greene Arbour, ld4S.' It is one of a colleetlon 
of prophecies, in the style of Nostradamus, and is published in the name of ' J. 
8. Gent.' The distich is as follows:— 

" * ALL PLACES NOT ALIKE.' 

• << ^ Old.Hobbe's jridce shaU'bring him good two tiiousand poands a yeere, 
B«t young Hobbe'c pJoee alace! ^aU costhira Westmonasteere. 

'' Ishoold be much obliged to any of your learned Correspondents who ooold 
inform me, whether there was any contest, or rumour of a contest, for West- 
minster' about 1643 ; and if so, whether any of the Candidates was called Hobbe, 
Hobie, or Halbert. The name Hdbbe is' very antient in England, as we leani 
ftxMn Knygfaton the historian, who informs tas, that' Jakke Canter, among other 
advice to bis conntrymen, counselled them to < lokke that Hobbe robbyonr be 
wele cbastysed for lesing of your grace;' from which it may be reasonably in- 
ferred, that the said Hobbe had lost the grace or favour of his associates, by at- 
tempting to trick them or impose upon them. It is clear jfrom some old e^pre»- 
sion8.8tiU cnnrent, that the Hobbes of those days had sons and nmU; but it may be 
•doubted wbetlier they bad a howe to desisnate themselves from, till later times." 

"CURIDSUS." 
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Godfrey Websteri the Representative of the Reformers in Sussex, 
was on the same side. Mr. Byng, of Middlesex, personally known 
to very many of the Electors, was a most powerful coadjotorl 
Whereas, on die other side, not a single individual of those who are 
usually ranged on the popular side in Parliament, ventured to come 
forward, and only two young gentlemen canvassed for Mr. Hobhoose. 
Sir Robert Wilson, who had owed his introduction to the Southwark 
Electors solely to the Westminster Reformers, and to Sir Francis 
Burdett — he did nothing. The city Reform Members would not 
help their fellow citizens who had sympathised in their triumphs at 
the late Election. Under these circumstances, it is not to be won- 
dered at that the tricks with which party men are familiar should 
have hitherto succeeded in making it appear that Mr, Lamb was 
*the popti/ar member. But the events of this day dissipated that 
fictibn, and henceforth the efforts made by Mr. Lamb's friends 
were of the kind resorted to by the government candidates in 
Westminster. In fact, in some parishes, particularly in St. Anne's, 
the members of the local Committee, many of them, who had 
been put into action for Sir Murray Maxwell, were reformed 
for Mr. Lamb^ But the Whigs did not yet choose to res^ ait 
semblance to popularity, as will be seen in the proceedii^s ot the 
next day. 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20.-^IXTH DAY. 

This was the first fine day that had occurred during the Election, 
and the parties of Reformers were active in every part of West- 
minster. Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse rode into Pimlico 
and Chelsea ; they were received with enthusiasm in all parts. They 
attended a public meeting in the Broadway, Westminster, an4 
were hailed by the same demonstrations of respect. The most 
sanguine expectations were held out from the event of Monda/s 
poll, but the occupations of the tradesmen prevented them from 
attending at Covent Garden on this day. The friends of Mr. Lamb 
were also unremitting in their endeavours ; and, to head the pofi * 
considerably at the end of the week, brought up a body of the 
regular parish forces, constables, beadles, watchmen, particularly 
from the parish of St. James. To these persons, a breakfast was 
previously given in the Haymarket, and a similar expedient was 
resorted to in another quarter of the town. Intelligence was brought 
to the King-street Committee of every one of these proceedings, 
and very^ frequently from the persons concerned ; for, as happened 
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•bo on the last Election, the popular feeling being now eompietefy 
roused, and entirely on one aide, nothing was more common than 
for Uiose whose interest had compelled them to give their votes 
against their conscience, to compound matters with themselves by 
giving information to the Reformers of the means resorted to by 
their opponents* During the course of this morning, the Com- 
mittee were informed that a large party, chiefly watermen and 
dustmen, about fifty of them, had been hired by the Whigs to place 
themselves in front of the hustings, and to cheer Mr. Lamb with 
the same vehemence as they were to hoot Mr. Hobhouse. The 
hiring of these men took place at the Brown Bear, in Bow-stree^ 
and previously to the close of the poll, Mr. Hobhouse was taken 
by some Members of the Committee to the hustings, and the indi* 
yiduals so stationed were pointed out to him* The money they 
were to receive from the Whig Committee was to be half-a-crown^ 
besides bread and cheese and porter. 

At the usual hour, Mr. Hobhouse and Sir F. Burdett proceeded 
to the hustings, amidst the cheers of the multitude, which diis day 
was in greater numbers than ever. The booths also were crowded 
to ejccess. There were several placards indicative of the feelings 
of, the people. ** Sbame on Westminster — Lamb not 
known till saturday, and at the head of the polii 
— Shame! Shame! Whig and Tory united can re- 
turn Jack Ketch.'' A large posting bill also contained the 
following verses from a poem of Mr* Anacreon Moore : — 

" Whig and Tory. 

'' Yet who that looks on Time's accusing leaf. 
Where Whig and Tory — thief opposed to thief — 
On either side in lofty shame are seen. 
While freedom's form hangs crucified between :•— 
Who, Burdett, — who such rival rogues can see, . 
But flies from both to honesty and thee ? " 

A tremendous uproar prevailed previously to the close of the 
poll. The cries of " Lamb for ever ! " and " Hunt for ever ! " 
came from the individuals already mentioned, who were easily recog* 
nizable by their very shabby dress ; for it was observed during the 
Election, the persons assembled were of the better class of trades- 
men, and in proof of it may be remarked the fact that during the 
rain the whole line of audience was covered with umbrellas, an 
utensil not found in the hands of coalheavers and dustmen. Tliese 
cries were almost drowned in the shouts of " Hobhouse for ever ! " 
'* No Lamb ! " *' Down with Hunt ! " which came from the 
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graat mass of the people ; but the voices of the Brown Bear 
geatlemen, together with those in the hustii^s near Mr* Lamb, 
were quite sufficient to excite an opposition from the people, which 
served the purpose of interruption. The board was exhibited at a 
little past four :—» 

PoOedtkuDmf, Groi$Pott. 

Hon. G. Lamb . • • 98% . , . 18M 

J. C. Hohhouse, Esq.. • 117 . • * 1133 

Major Cartwright . 1 • • • 37 

Mr. Hobhouse came forward, but the moment the word Gentle- 
men! escaped his lips, all was chaos. Several persons then cried 
out, — '^ Th^ are hamVs hired party! " A voice near Mr. Lamb 
said, ^ If one can interrupt, so can another,*' Mr. Hobhouse smiled 
and retired, saying to Mr. Lamb, '^ You had better see if they will 
hear you^. Mr. Lamb declined. The shouts of die people called 
on Mr. Hobhouse again to come forward — ^he did so, but was 
i^in interrupted from the same quarter. He bowed, and drew 
back. Mr. Lamb then advanced, but the storm of hisses and 
bowlings with which he was assailed, rent the air; he was driven 
back. Mr. Hunt tried, but although cheered by the hired men, and 
the Whigs in the hustings, was, if possible, worse received by the 
people than Mr. Lamb. He retired. Mr, Hobhouse was again 
called for ; but, on presenting himself, was again interrupted. Two 
of those who were loudest opposite to him crying " Off! off!** were 
in perfectly good humour, and continued winking to him the whole 
time, as much as to say, ** You are up to us" Mr. Hobhouse said, 
** Gentlemen, I wish you a good day, as you do not wish to hear 
me." He was going back again ; but there were loud cries, " We 
do rmh to hear you.^^We can hear you, — Never mind the hired 
mob, 9peak awayr ** Well then,'' said Mr. Hobhouse, ** I vi^ill 
speak to those nearest me.'' He continued, as reported in the 
British Press— 

The extraordinary exertions of the friends of my antagonist 
have placed him again at the head of the poll. I call them extra- 
brdinary, not because they have been very great, but because they 
have been of a novel and very unusual kind. There has been 
another public breakfast to-day, and besides this, the beadles, watch- 
men, and other gentlemen of the parish of St. James, have been 
brought up, under the immediate superintendence of a select vestry- 
inan. I could tell you of other great exertions*--exertions which 
would at once explain to you why my opponent stands as he does, 
a^nd, indeed, without which, it would be impossible for him to ob- 
tiun tiny fair support He told you yesterday, that he saw no very 
great harm in giving the voters a breakfast-*and that he saw a more 
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»iUd' sdHrfaction ia a breakfast^ likao^iii follbwing a ftig or/a driinu 
Perhaps be would also thiok there was more solid satisfaeHon in gtviog 
a voter five poanda, and when all other faeanaof giving soHd satisfaC'^ 
Hon fiailed, perhaps he would see no harnti io resorting altogether to 
the practices of the borough-mongertng Elections. I feel> however, 
the most confident expectation^ that these means will, fail in obtain^ 
ing the ultimate object to wfaieb they are directed; I know tfaej.wdl 
have no ultimate eiBGBCt. ' It is impossible thej should, when Ihe 
Electors feel and understand the motives and principles which ac* 
tuate the friends of my opponent, wai the means to which they rs* 
sort to advance the oli^ect tbey have id vieMr. You will, I trust, re* 
ject, with proper indignation, the candidate who so treats you; not 
, indeed in a persoaal sense, but on account of the principles of die 
parly wtio brought htm forward. My Whig opponent has told 
you thdt the Electors zare not to be intimidated. Bat whether they 
are or not, it is dear the friends of my Opponent will try to. intimi- 
date them. I assure you, tfai^ all the arts formeiiy resorted to only 
by the Court are now used by the Whigs, I assure you, that persons 
of rank have threatened tradesmen with a loss of. their custom, if tlnqr 
did not vote as he desired. All these arts are now revived, and 
shew what a stelidy friend of the people is presented to your chmoe. 
The Whig candidate says, be appeids to the tradesmen of W^est^ 
minster; I ask him s^n, and 1 also beg of you to ask him, if lie 
is not broi^bt forward by the ArisCocraey of Westminster i I desire 
of you to ask him, if he is not brought up here by a few individuals 
of rank to prop up the fallen fortunes of hia despicable party ? :I 
ask you, if it is not notorioua that thecasididate now before you has 
been presented to your choice, solely because it has been determibed 
by a certain proportion of the higher orders, that the tradesmeii of 
Westminster shall not nominate to a seat men of their own princi* 
pies ? I know the Whigs give a scurvy name to some of the Elec- 
tors of Westminster — they call them the Aiimp^— but those to whom 
(his desigAatioiti is now given consist of no fewer than between three 
and four hundred of the most respectable of your fellow-citizens.^^ 
I can tell you what your opponents think of decent tradesmen, with 
whom they now condescend to shake' handa. One 6f Mr. Lan»b's 
ovm committee said to him, ** I have been just shaking hands with 
these blackguards for you." They, in fact, take every pains, they do 
every thing to make you appear a separate and distinct class. .They 
call you a rabble, a multitude, a mob, and want to make you appear 
in the eyes of your country a distinct and despised ciass.> The Whigs 
never call tfiemselves the friends of the people- until they want to 
get 'something out of the people. They tell you when you speak 
your opihuonsj that they are wild, visionary^ and full of anarcby'aad 
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lUsoriler. These are the designatioQS your vdmonstraiices getwhe9 
they are presented to the state. If you choose a Whig, although he 
will be obliged to preserve a certain decency of appearance towards 
his constituents, yet you'll still hear nothing from him but what he 
holds in common with his par^« When the people make proposi^ 
lions, he'll talk of their madness and folly-^he'U do Just the same for 
them, that his party has done during die last twenty-^nve, or rather tfae"^ 
last forty years, with some short intervals, and which hasi reduced 
them (the Whigs) to the lowest degree of public contempt, I put 
no part of the strength of this contest in mysdf.: Mr, Lamb may be 
in some respects a better Representative for you ; but I say this, 
that were he ten times more worthy than he is, and I ten times less 
worthy than my opponents may please to think me^ still I «ay, that 
being a man pushed forward by the Whigs and the Aristocracy, he 
cannot be a man in any sense chosen by the free choice of the iode* 
pendent Electors of Westminster. It is possiblet that Mr. Lamb 
does not know the means resorted to by bis supporters to .insure his 
return ; if he did, he would perhaps be ashamed of support upon 
such conditions. From my. Imowledge of the last Election, I ^i| 
assure you diat the same resort has been had on the present occasion 
to every trick, delusion, and artifice, which were arrayed against you^ 
then, by the supporters. of. the Ministerial Candidate. Ladies are 
now busy in canvassing in their carriages, ornamented with coronets.- 
Servants are every where seen flying about with letters, and in short 
every thing which co|ild degrade the best of causes has been brought 
into play for my opponent. L^hould hope that were he made pro- 
perly acquainted with such practices, he would not encourage themt 
This is the manner in which the Whigs put in their claim for public * 
approbation— rthis is the mimner in which they pretend to change for 
the better — this is the manner in which (hey endeavour tp shew 
their fondness for the people, and wish to be considered, .according 
to the Wh^ manifesto, as their natural leaders. Why, gentlemen, a 
natural leader: must have natural followers ; but I see you have no - 
wish to follow them. I repeat that .1 feel the utmost confidence 
this contest will end to the utter confusion of the Whig and Tory 
candidate, and that this unnatural coalition will meet the fate it 
deserves, as being the most base and arrogant that ever attempted tQ 
delude and intimidate the people of Westminster* 

Mr. Hobhouse closed his speech amidst the shouts of the people, < 
and the interruption from the Brown Bear patriots, and those in the 
hustings near Mr. Lamb. 

Mr. Lamb now stood forward; but, the interruption which his 
party bad given to Mr. Hobhouse, determined the people not to 
bear him at all. The opposition was more violept than at any 



1^1 

'^rmer day. Catcalk were added to * the asual hisses— ^Mr. Jjamb, 
•accotding to the Morning CbroDicIei therefore, determined to 'say 
but a few words. The only topic he observed io'^the acrimonioua 
: speech of his opponent to. which he felt it necessary to advert was, 
the insinuation that he (Mr. Lamb) stood alone on the Aristooratical 
inflaence. 'He had to state one plain fact in answer. ' It was thi»— 
that the first Meeting he attended in Westminster where his preten- 
<eions. to its representation vcere considered and approved, was a 
meeting of tradesmen. . With regard to all the other random, often 
.repeated, and scurrilous imputations, he had only to refer his op- 
ponent to that best, criterion for estimating the public con6dence, 
•viz. the state. of the poll. 

Having said this, Mr. Jiamh retired. The Morning Chronicle, 
3^d, *^ with his numerous friends.'* And indeed, it is true, that 
when he went away, there was observed to be a general move at his 
vend, opposite to the hustings, and all those who had been. before de- 
eignated as' the Brown B^r party, retired with him. This indis- 
crietion distinctly pointed out the fact of the hired gang. The 
-gap! made by their retreat, was instantly filled up; and the vast 
jnnJtitude were now left to the uncontroled expression of their 
genuine sentiments. These were soon seen when Mr. Hunt came 
forward. No conception can be formed of the terrific shouts of in* 
dignation.with which he was assailed, and even the Newspaper Re- 
porters were obliged to own the complete downfall of him, whpm 
.the.Chroiucle had, during the whole week been reporting, as if he 
-divided, the .good opinion of the people with Sir F. Burdett. The 
•British Press gave the following tolerably accurate account of Mr. 
Hunt's effort. That paper said : — r . 

i , Mr. Hunt came forward, and almost for the first time all his 
notable expedients failed to obtain any thing like an adequate hear- 
ing for. him. The uproar still continued, ^< in such a voice aa filled 
the earth and air," and in vain Mr. Hunt stood uncovered, making 
familiar nods and gestures to the immense crowd ' before him. 
/' Oh I". said he,. ** this is a fine struggle — a very fine struggle be- 
tweea the ins and ou/s. So yoii'U hear nobody, won't you ? Well, 
I can't help itr-I'd be a fool indeed to-day to expect a hearing, 
•after the. reception you have given Mr. Hobhouse, not one word of 
\vbose speech could I hear. 

{As Mr. Hunt uttered this sentence, he was struck in some 
part of the body with a lump of mud, thrown by some idle fellow 
in the crowd, to say the least of him; but when it fell from hitn 
vpon the board on which he stood, it was found to contain a small 
flint stone, w/uch was immediately handed to Mr. Hunt, who held 
it up and said, with much apparent humour) — " Who is the clever" 
rfellow. that, threw this f.—- A pretty friend of any Candidate he must 
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be.^^Is tiiis his mite to the poU?--<*Let me tell him* that stones am 
not words. {The aproar which partially subsided frfrni, we jire* 

0^tumej the proper disindinaiion of the crowd to sanction the etone-- 
throfBping act, was again resumed, and Mr. Htmt could osdy be 
heard by those who were immediatelif near him,) — ** Why," seid 
•he, ''do yoa -object to hearmef-^^U it because I -tell the trnth 
without fee or reward f I should hope that Sir Francis Bardett and 
Mr. Hobhouse wiU take a lessoi* from what they ha?^ seen this 
day. Yoa see others can interrupt as well as their friends; ihcy 
may hire persons to come here to interrupt us^ but the People oJF^ 
.Westminster con)e here voUnitarily to- interrupt theifi««-^f^ ^^ 3f 
*' No — Lamb's party has hired fifty men at the Brown Bear^) 
.No,, the fairing is all at the other side, but it is the People who 
come here to-day to express their indignation at it. 'This is what 
•Mr. Hobhouse's friends call the Freedom of Electfon. It is the 
Rump Freedom, Gentlemen, it is the Freedotn of the Rump 
^Toup.-^(Here the uproar increased so much that Mr ^ Hunt*s voice 
was drowned even to those who were immediately near him.) They 
say I have a personal hostility to Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hob- 
house : No, I have no personal hostility to them, but I hate their 
equivocating politics. The time has been when I would have laid 
•down my life for Sir Francis Burdett, because I believed him, itt 
the time, to be an honest political man. N4>w Fd rsitherlay down 
my life than see him succeed in his career, which is to make this 
great and independent City a rotten borough* I find, Gentlemen, 
by your noise, that you are going to be wonderfully impartial to- 
4lay : however, Mr. Hobbpuse's friends can't say they were alone 
heard to-day, for we were all, I believe, heard dike, with this only 
difference, that their party was paid for coming, and ours came, as 
I said before, voluntarily. I won't trespass at present any more 
^pon«your time. This is what they call freedom of election. I am 
not ai^ry at your noise. Let us all fare, let us all be heard alike ; 
.1 have no objection to take my share of what^ going* Tbis^ is not 
the first noise I have encountered. I have Stood many a peltmg, 
.pitiless storm without fee or reward, and I am a volnnteer now to 
assert the rights of those who won't hear me. Some persons have 
been whispering about that I am a spy. This is the old trick of the 

' party. Yes, I am a spy, I am a spy into the conduct of the Rump: 
I have spied into their concerns. They have a right, therefore, to 
call me a spy. But it is ,the old cant. When Mr. Place, 4^ 
Charing-cross, who is now at the head erf their Committee, called 
Sir Francis Burdett, a coward and a scoundrel, for secretly leaving 
the Tower, the Rump called Place a spy; when Cobbett >expo8<M 
their tricks, they called him a spy; when Sherwin did thesany^, he 
too was a spy.: and .now they have foupd' that I am one. I am oat 
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8»db a spy as Sir Francis Burdett was in Ireland<^he was amtisii^ 
liimself spying the Irish girls. But where was. I at that critical pe- 
riod ? — I was where the Hon. Barofiet ought to have been— -I was 

spring into the — acts of a corrupt Government at Derby, and 

furnishing the wretched prisoners with some means for their defenee. 
Where was I when Dr. Watson was put upon his trial by the same 
corrupt Ministers ? — I was at my post, I gave evidence for the 
Doctor, exposing the spy that the Government had sent forth to do 
Iheir dirty work. I was a spy upon the spy then, just as I am now 
k spy upon the Rump, iand assisting to expose their nefarious prac- 
tices. As I find I cannot be heard beyond those near me, I shall 
conclude, with hoping that you will come dow^i here with better 
huQiour next Monday, for then you'll see Brooks and his thousand 
fi^esh voters. Mind, I am of no party— I don't love eidier the 
Whigs or the Tories ; but Mr. Lamb is open— he speaks intelligibly^ 
and tells you what he means; but nobody alive can understand 
the other party. Good night — FU see you again^ please God; on 
Monday." 

- The instant change produced on the vast concourse ^en Sir 
Francis Burdett came forward, was as decisive as the manner in 
which^ the last speaker had been received. The whole people in 
front, and the ladies and others in the booths, waved hats and 
handkerchiefs, and made the whole square ring with their applauses. 
The same paper, the British Press, was fair enough to notice this 
feceptkm as it deserved ; but had the reporter seen the Brown Bear 
party retire with Mr. Lamb, as they were distinctly seen by all in 
the higher part of the hustings, he would not have attributed the deep 
mlence that followed the acclamations, perhaps to *' the crowd being 
lired by the exercise of their lungs z" but would have contented him- 
self with attributing that silence, as he alsd did, '' to the more likely 
iiMvtence of kii personal popularity, which, like the attendant of 
Ulysses— 

« The blae^y'd PallM, hk cdertial friend, 

In form a heri^ld) bade the crowds attend, 
h' expecting crowds in still attention hung.«— '* 
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The Honorable Baronet delivered the following speech :— - 

Gentlemen, you have not now to learn from me, that hissbg and 
noise (and I am sorry that some of it came from the Gentlemen 
behind Mr. Lamb — ^sorry for it on his account rather than their own) 
-^I say, you have not now to learn, that a few persons, who are so 
disposed in a very large crowd, can easily throw such obstacles in 
the way of a speaker, as to prevent his being generally audible to 
those whom be addresses. But you all know that this partial hiss- 
ing is no proof of your disinclination to hear the Gentleman who is 
the otject of it I have only to lament that this sort of interruption 
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has been given ; and to implore, if my voicie can have any influenco 
amongst you, that you \\'i\l qn. all future occasions adopt a different 
course. I have to implore, that the immense multitude who as* 
semble in front of these hustings, will, whatever may be their pri- 
yate feelings, give a patient hearing to every person who comes 
forward to address them. To adopt the good old English maxim, 
I trust you will give ^ to every man a clear stage and no favour/ and 
Ahen. let every man judge for himself upon the. merits after he has 
heard every thing which has been said upon the subject — (Great 
applause.) I shall be short. Gentlemen, in the observations. which 
I mean to make to you ; principally, iudeed, because it is unfair to 
speak on one side, when the person upon whom 1 am animadvert- 
ing, cannot be heard upon the other. But I cannot help congra- 
tulating you upon the. little accession of strength which the Whig 
Candidate has gained upon the day's poll.' See how weak and 
languid have been his efforts, and recollect that he has not spared 
to use all the ; means which have been embodied for him to give 
activity to his exertions. You have heard of the contemptible effort 
•whioh bad been made by inducing Ladies to go about canvassing for 
votes, and using their influence on this occasion ^and for this occa- 
sion only), to confer false civilities to promote the object of the 
other Candidate. You have heard of the inducement to voters, by 
,what Mr. Lamb calls the more solid satisfaction of a breakfast, in 
return for their votes. But notwithstanding all these paltry artifices, 
they will still find, that though some portion of the Electors .of 
Westminster are so contemptible as to be made the dupes of these 
tricks, or are so unfortunately situated as to be in no condition to 
resist them, still enough of Electors will be found to designate this 
Whig or Tory Candidate, or rather Coalition Candidate, for that 
should be his name, in the manner he deserves, and to shew him 
and his party that you have, too high a sense of character to^be cor- 
rupted or intimidated by such threats and designs,' and that.ypu^wil] 
not be paid for your loss of honour by a breakfast, or sell for ^' a 
mess of pottage your inheritance." It is said that there is more 
solid satisfaction iii a breakfast than in following music and a flag. 
The satisfaction which the one imparts is a mental one, and gives 
rise to honest sentiment ; that of the other is confined to the mere 
selfish gratification of the appetite at the moment — the slave gets 
his breakfast as the wages of his iniquity. But the misfortune is^ 
that this slavery is such a degradation, it is of so humiliating a cas't|. 
that the slave cannot eat his pudding and then hold his tongue. No, 
his tongue must be prostituted 4o theVutterance of sentiments which 
his heart abhors, and he is obliged to commit peijury in the face of 
his country. — (Applame.) — \ beg of you to consider that every vote 
which is extorted by terror or influence, or in any other manner tban^ 
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by the' honest bias 'of your own- opifiions, is a treason committed in 
the face of your country, and a perjury in the eye of God. I 
have no doubt but that the bulk of the Electors of Westminster 
will not permit such a stigma to be cast upon them. I have no 
doubt but they will contemplate this portentous monster, which 
wants to swallow them, just as it ought to be contemplated. It is 
an animal shockingly distorted f it is an animal composed of most 
discordant parts, and which seems to be actuated by no particular 
principles, not even will the strange compound of its original foun- 
dation^ satisfy its makers. They have, even since they took up the 
cause, improved upon its shape ; they have willingly taken up in 
their aid all the filth and scum of this great. town; they have, as 
you have seen,, made alliance with that which is so base and con- 
temptible that I can give it no name. — (Applause.) You have 
this day seen the Whig Candidate standing, on and addressing you 
from the same board on which the person stood who with me shall 
be nameless. Surely this monstrous alliance of Court and Whig, 
and persons of this description, can have no affinity in. honest 
principle, of any kind — {Cries of " No, wo.") Tliis strange ano- 
inalous monster has more heads than the hydra — its centre is a 
«imple lamb's head — {Laughter) — ^shaved so close as to require a 
4cig (a Whig) to cover it ; and shaved so close too by the honest 
Westminster barber — {Loud laughter and applause.) This lamb's 
bead has two faces, one of them black, the other white. Then 
you have that strange anomalous monster (pointing to Mr. Hunt)^ 
whose front is of brass, whose tongue, though composed of the 
yenom of the asp,, has yet, not like the asp, the faculty of stinging 
any thing but itself— (Loto^ applause. — Here Mr. Hunt camefor^ 
ward, and seemed to plead, but was driven back instantly by ter* 
fific shouts of indignation.Jh^You have then a Ministerial head to 
crown, this Cerberian monster. It has a front of terror, «in whose 
eye dwells cruelty, and in whose mouth corruption only hangs. — 
'-•^Applause.) I am sorry to have to add another feature to this 
portentous monster — peeping from under its distorted bulk, is a 
head of false patriotism ; it is aa empty head— (a laugh) — and 
"what is marvellous, it has been told me that this head is a striking 
likeness of Mr. Alderman Wood, who has been met canvassing this 
day for Mr. Lamb.* {Cries of " Shame !"y Here is a personifi* 
cation of an union of all interests against the interests of. the 
Pebple. Portentous and hideous as this monster is, and possessed 
as I told you of such multiple and various heads, and such dis* 

* Mr. Corder, a respectable quaker, stated himself to have seen Alderman 
Wood .canvassing in CJare Market, and added that, bein^r persooaHy. known to 
the worthy Alderman, he had bowed to Mr. Wood. Sir Francis Burdett, pre- 
viously to allndiiig to the canvas of Alderman Wood* questioned Mr. Corder 
twice in the Committee Room, and heard his report confirmed by another iu-» 
dividual preient. It turned oat, however, that they were both DMstaken. . , 
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torted limbs and features, there is still a Hercales that can laj thia 
monster sprawling at your feet. I trust and hope that that Hercoiea 
ivill be found in the spirit of the Electors of Westminster, and if 
that spirit be roused, as on a former occasion, there can be no 
doubt, not only of our complete success, but also of our obtaining a 
triumph, which I venture to say, will be greater than was ever had 
on any former occasion in Westminster. I shall not take up any 
more of your time at this moment. Time is precious, and this is 
the time of action, and not of words. I hope, therefore, that each 
of you here who are electors, will go home, and exert himself 
among his neighbours, to put them on their guard against the 
contemptible tricks of a puny, paltry Aristocracy, which is arrayed 
in vain against the Democracy of Englishmen. 1 hope no maft 
will be gulled with the false civilities of canvassing visitors, or will be 
induced to partake of the treats given by persons of rank, wher^ 
the bread he eats will hereafter be a reproach to his conscience for 
the meal into which he was betrayed by his ignorance or credulity. 
Surely Englishmen, and such Englishmen too as the Electors of 
Westminster, will never cast away their first privilege, that of giving 
H free vote for the Election of their Representatives, for so mean, so 
vile, so contemptible a gratification as that of breakfasting with people 
of this cast, who* make tools of them to promote their object. 1 take 
leave again to implore of the Electors, that when we next meet^ 
they will give to all, without reference to the particular feelings of 
hostili^ which they may have towards any individual, a patient 
hearing. You owe this to them, and above all» to the integrity and 
independcipce of your own proceedings. I also implore that you 
wilt be on the alert for the maintenance of your own ri^its, and 
that on Monday you will appear at the poll with all your frienda 
and acquaintances. — {Great applause.) 

It would be impossible to describe the efiectof this apeech upon 
the whole of the immense auditory. Notwithstanding Mr. Hob^ 
house was 691 behind Mr. Lamb on the whole poll — the trium'^ 
phant hopes, the animating manner of Sir Francis, who had now 
manifestly beaten down the united eiSbrts of the coalition on the 
hustings, restored the confidence of the People in the final success of 
their favourite Candidate ; and as Mr. Hobhouse retired from the 
hustings, he was greeted with loud cheers, and cries of <^' YouUl beat 
*em on Monday — neoerfear^*) together with a thousand salutations, 
shaking by the hand, clapping on the back, and other toketis tA 
popular goodwill, which accompanied him to the Committee 
Room in Kingr Street. Both Sir Francis and Mr. Uobbouse ad- 
dressed a crowd of Electors in Fisher's Rooms, and received the 
most hearty promises of unceasing activity. The Canvassers re^ 
ported that they scarcely ever met with a refusal. 

When Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse had retiiad^ 
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Mr. W^oiiEB come ibrwardi 'funictst lepd uproar. H^ said, he 
came there to ascertain who was the popular favourite, and if he 
had not been able to ascertain who was, upon looking to the state 
of the poll he certs^inly discerned who.w^s noU^iHisses^ and loud 
€riefi of " Off*, off J ") If the Electors did not wish to hear bifti, 
lie would retire.— (Crie3 of " We don't, be off! ^y Mr. Wooler 
finally retired without delivering his intended speech. 

Mr. Wa^^ker, in defiance of all opposition, and amidst univer* 
sal confusion, then addressed the muUitude. He knew, he said^ 
tbat the Rump were bis enemies ^ but he cared not; he was an in«- 
dependent man, and, as far as his voice went al least,, he would 
protect Westminster from the dictation of ai base and contemptible 
oligarchy. He passed high encomiums upon the virtuous and ve** 
nerable Major Cartwright, and lamented that there was neither spirit 
nor honour enough auMing the Electors to return that fatbes of 
Reform to Parliamenir 

Tb^ business was thus concluded, with the exception of a deterr 
inined attack upon Mr. Hunt,^ who renaained on the hustings^ till 
the last, aqd who, upon getting into* a hackney-^coach which v\»ited 
for him, was not s^lon^ assailed with dreadful outcries, but narrowly 
«8C9ped a rougher H«i)d1ing. by the quick driving of the coactnpap, 
.u ho. left ^ crowd of ussailants behind, ventiiig their displeasure m 
angiy wprds* The carriage was, however, followed by many to 
Mr. Hunt's lodgings iii Norfplk^street, and the clamour agsiinst him 
continued uptil (he assailants were weary^ and spontaneously withr 
-drew. 

This evening Sir F. Burdett and Mr- Hobb^n^e attended severs^ 
parochial meetings. An attempt was mad^ to convene a publijC 
meting also for Mr. Lamb in the parishes of St. Margaret's and 
St. John's : but the popular feeling was found to be so decidedly 
against Mr. Lamb, that he and his friends were obliged to retire 
precipitately from the assembly, amidst shouts of '^ Hobhome for 
eper.^* It was now found that the expectations announced by the 
Whigs, that before the first week was over, Mr. Lamb would hp 
the favourite with the people, from the superiority of his wit and 
good humour, wete not realised, or likely to be realised. Indeed^ 
Mr. Lamb's wit did not seem much to take ; and a^ to his good 
humour, he had since the third day shewn himself in a violent pas- 
sion, which betrayed itself in angry words and gestures too clearly 
to be mistaken ; whilst Mr.Hobhouse, except on the second day, 
bad, notwithstanding bis minonties, been perfectly tranquil, and ap* 
parently well pleased. 

The exertions of both parties were continued during Sunday. 
Two or three of Major Cartwrigbt's friend» now assisted Mr. Hob-* 
house's canvas; 



168 

Monday; FEBRUARY 22.--siEVENTH DA V; ■ 

The Committee of Electors issued the following advertisement*; 

"Westminster Election.— Reform of Parliament.'^ 

Electors — During the last week the coalesced factions, and'the 
refuse of all paVties, have gained an advantage over you. Let them 
now see what freemen can do when engaged in their own cause- 
Hasten to the poll, and insure the triumph of Reform. Vote for 
Hobhouse, the friend of Radical Reform. Vote for one who will 
boldly second your intrepid champion, Sir Francis Burdett." 

Mr. Lamb sent his advertisement to the paper^ which was as 
follows: . 

" to the electors of WESTMINSTER/ 

^' Gentlemen^ — It is my duty respectfully to thank you for having 
placed me in so proud a situation on the poll ; but it is no less my 
duty to warn you against allowing it to produce the slightest rellixa- 
tion in your efforts. Tlie feeling/ indeed, is already sufficiently 
pronounced ; but the exertions of our O|>ponetit8 are unremitting, 
and a battle is never won while the enemy is still in the field. Let 
no one suppose that his individual vote will not bp necei»sary to in- 
sure our victory. An early and general resort to the poll can alone 
give us real security. * To-day my opponent has described me as de- 
sirous of taking the representation out of the hands of tradesmen, 
in order to transfer it to the aristocracy. — To the tradesmen of 
Westminster I here distinctly appeal, and L call upon them, for 
their own sakes, to come forward and decide -the ^contest.— -1 have 
the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obliged and fsithful servant, . 

George LambJ*" 

" General Committee Room, • 
** Henrietta Strtet, Covent Garden" 

It may be mentioned, that Mr. Lamb sent letters of thanks to alt 
those who voted for him,, daily. The Committee of the Reformers 
having no means to defray the expenses incident to such a practice, 
and not having a single daily morning paper in their interest, were 
obliged to . content '.themselves with dispersing a few bundred hand- 
bills at the close of each day's poll — such atS has been before inserted. 

The Morning Chronicle of this day contained the following para- 

*[ It was. not till the evening of Friday, the 12th instant, that it 

*^ was decided on proposing a Whig candidate the followipg day, at 

*Mhe nomination of candidates for Westminster, an opposition to 

/' Air. Hobhouse, i^: consequence of His speech ox the 

" Tuesday preceding, and of Mr, Place's ^report, and 
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'' it was' actually past twelve od the same night before Mr. Lamb 
" finally decided to stand." 

The reader may compare this paragraph with the paper signed 
" James Macdonald, Chairman," in which the starting of Mr. Lamb 
is ascribed to the dislike of Major Cartwright*s and Mr. Hobhouse's 
principles;* and also with Mr. Lamb's speech at the nomination, in 
which he. said he had only hitherto kept back because he waited for a 
person to. oppose Mr. Hobhouse.;f ; , 

The friends of Reform' were stirring at an early hour in every 
quarter of Westniinster ; each of the parishes had previously agreed 
to assemble a meeting, at which Sir F. Burdett and Mr. Hobhpuse 
were requested to be present. The banners and bands of music 
which, since the year 1807, the electors have substituted for the 
marrow-bone-and-cleaver-men and the bludgeon-men, who filled the 
streets with tumult and carnage, were in readiness to precede the 
bodies of electors in' their processions from their parishes to the 
hustings. These processions were conducted peaceably, but were 
hailed with the. loudest shouts from the windows and doors of the 
streets through which they passed. Notwithstanding the whole 
town was in motion not an accident of any kind occurred, nor was 
there the. slightest disposition to riot. The parish of St. Anne 
was more particularly on the alert during this day; and, indeed, being 
free from that engine of tyranny and corruption, a select vestry, has 
always distinguished itself in the popular cause. The Whigs con- 
trived to play off an electioneering trick in this and other parishes, and 
dispersed many thousand copes of a hand-bill, announcing that the 
meeting for that day was postponed two hours, j; A hand-bill to that 
effect was also sent to Sir Francis Burdett. The object of this ar- 
tifice was to assemble many of the Electors at the wrong time, in 
the hopes that those who would not wait, m^ht disperse and put off 
their voting until another day. . The Whig^ knew the utility of such . 
a' contrivance; they knew that many tradesmen dislike to be long 
absent from their occupations ; and if they do not vote when they 
have appointed to vote with their neighbours, often put off their 
voting to another time, and frequently do not, vote at all. ,Tfae 
great object of the Coalition Committee was to gain time for en^- 

* Ante, p. 72. t Ibid, p. 85. 

X *' Meeting Postponed Two Hours. 
WESTMINSTER ELECTION. 

HOBHOUBB AND RADICAL REFORM. 

Parish i^ Si. Anne, fVesiminstef. 
** K PabUc Meeting of the Friends to the Return ot Mr. Hobhouse, and a Ra- 
dical Reform in ParUament, ^ill be holden at the King's Arms, Compton Street^ 
on Monday, the 32d inst. at Twelve o'clock, when 

Sir Francis Burdett, Bart, M.l». and John. Cam Hobhousb, Esq. 
Will be present, and the Electors will proceed in a Body to the Poll.— The Chair 

will not be taken till One o'clock precisely," 
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^loyibg .die uuftl ufichie Jnflacnces on liie Ekdtoiv. The trkk h^* 
fore mentioned was for this purpose, and waa helped out by scad* 
ing a spy to the St. Anne's Committee-room^ who excited consider* 
able commotion, and complained of the delay ef Sir Francis 
Burdett. Many electors would neft poll before the whole body 
came : and although every means were resorted to by the General 
Committee to contradict the false report, very many electors were 
prevented from voting, and the cause suffered materially. In the 
parishes of St.. Clement and St. Mary, St. Paul and St. Anne^ 
eonsiderable confusion prevailed, but no bad consequences ensued, al« 
though the Whjgs evidently risked such consequences, and apparently 
would have been glad of a riot, for their oigan, the Chronicle, had 
How changed its tone, and called the Reformers Levellbbs, and 
tepresented the followers of Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobbouse^ 
as he was pleased to call the People, as being prepared for some- 
mischief by '' intoxicating draughts,** and ready to commit outrage 
upon the public. This new language was the consequence of the 
decided manifestation of popular feeling on the last days of the 
Week, which made it hopeless for the Whigs any longer to pretend 
to be the popular party; and accordingly the Coalition bencefor-^ 
ward adopted the language always used by ministerial candidates.—* 
A paragraph in the Chronicle appeared this morning, with the words 
just quoted, and as it was alluded to in Mr. Hobhouse's speech of 
this day, is here subjoined.* When the reader has perused this* 
mragraph, he will feel more strongly than ever the propriety of Sir 
F. Burdett's strictures on the Chronicle. Need he be told, that the 
music did not go ''from public-hotise to i^ublic^house ?'^ it preceded 
the voters merely from the parochial committee-room to the hust-^ 

' * ^'ThU4ay, we are told^ is to ddmenstrats the extent of Mr. Hobheue'li 
power. This day procenions ifith flags and bands of martial matic are to parade 
trom public boose to poblic house, and to bring «p to the poll at least a thoasaqd 
' votes! We shall see. In the mean time wfe trost, that Sir F. Bnrdett and Mr. 
Bobhonse (who vMist ieel themselves morally, as well as legally, answerable fi» 
the comwqaences) wiH take care thai their followers shall not ba infiiriated to 
outrages on the poblic. The violent langnafe used from the hustings has not 
be/BQ lolt upon their partisans. The nnproToked and impudent calumnies on the 
)>resi, in wliich Sir Francis has chosen to indulge, have, in more instances than 
<mt, pmdiiced breaches of the peace, of, which we may have occasioa to speak 
heresitter— but which, we trust, will not be continued. The independent body of 
householders who have Toted for Mr. Lamb, h^ve fonottd no procession^they 
have had no colours — they have been warmed in the cause by no intoxicating 
draughts, and they have not degraded themselves by any coarse or unmannerly 
behaviour. They are actuated solely by a zealous desire to preserve the Consti- 
tution intact«gainst the designs of lbvbllers ; and they will quietly, strenuously,, 
and undaunte<Oy, continue their efforts to the last hour of the poll for that distioct 
and important object^ convinced that in the end the true and sound judgment of 
this great city wiU be pronounced in favour of that. inestimable Whig principle, 
which, while it would repair ail defects that time may have occasioned, would 
.preserve the fabric ia all its just proportionsi of Sjog, l4ordS| aod ConuDonii^ 
entire." " 
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)Qgs. Need he be referred to the past speecbea to know that the 
followers of Sir Francia Bordetl and Mn Hobboiise never- had been 
infiiriiated by their speeches to outrages on (tie. public'? does he not 
see that these folldwers were in fact the public f Need he be re- 
ferred to the same speeches, to be reminded that the unprovoked 
and impudent calumnies on the press should be written *' unpro- 
voked and impudent calumnies of the press/' Need he again be 
told, that the breaches of the peace were the burning of the Chro^ 
nicle ? Is it'necessary to inform him> on the faith of all Westmini- 
ster, that no intoxicating draughts, no not a gill of any liquor was 
provided for the Electors by the Committee of radical Reformers ? 
Will it astonish him to. learn the positive fact, that at one public 
breakfast alone, given by Mr. Lamb's Committee to some of his 
yoters,. six*and-twenty dozen of wine were drunk i 'And, lastly, 
need the reader be desired to read over again all the former reported 
speeches, in order to convince himself that the ^' coarse and un- 
mannerly behaviour" imputed to Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hob« 
house, was another falsehood of the lying Chronicle, and could only 
in strict justice be applicable to the speeches of Messrs. Hunt and 
Gale Jones, prompted, and reported, and lauded, contrary to all 
fact, by the friend and reporter and agents of the very Editor of the 
Chronicle himself. These remarks would not be made in a mere 
record of facts, if the Reformers had at the time any means beyond 
that of ill-reported speeches of disseminating truths and contradict^ 
ing fictions. But, as has been said before, all the daily press was 
either in direct opposition to them, or coldly neutral towards their 
cause ; and they had not the means, of inserting long letters in their 
papers, by paying for them. Indeed, had they pojsessed the mon^y 
necessary, it is probable that the demand would have been too exor- 
bitant to be complied with, or the insertion of these articles viwtdd 
have been flatly refused. With such obstacles have the peoplc^s 
committees always had to contend. But to continue the account of 
the contest-^ 

Mr. Hobhouse and Sir Francis Burdett were this day in almost 
every part of Westminster. Wherever they appeared, they were 
hailed with endiusiasm. The assemblage before the hustings and 
in the booths, whiqfa was as numerous as ever, '^consisted,'' the 
Times newspaper observed, '' almost entirely of the friends of Mr. 
Hobhouse. Had the paper said, '' of those friendly to Mr. Hob- 
house,'' it would not have contributed, perhaps without intending i^ 
to keep up the delusion, that Mr. Hobhouse had any friends except 
those who were spontaneously so, and that those friends were, m 
fact the PiiopLE of Westminster. Several placards were exhibited 
this day in front of the hustings : they had all one tendency, and 
were for Mr. HoUiouse ; but it may b^ as well to mention her^, 
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timt the Reformers' Committee did not invent any of the pkcanfj^ 
or cause them to be affixed. One of them was as follows : 

" Friends of Radical Reform, be not deceived. The Court, the 
Whigs, and the apparent friends, but the real enemies, of the 
Major, are all united against you*^ 

The false friends of the Major own that he has no chance of 
success, but declare they mil destroy Hobhouse. For this they 
^* have united even with the Whig Candidate l^^they are to be 
^^ found even in his Committee ! T' 

'^ Hunt himself has taken the Lamb under his protection! but 
" you will crush the triple-headed monster J' , 

It should be observed, that Major Cartwright polled only one 
more vote in the remaining nine days of the poll. 

The hired ruffians were not in pay this day ; there was, therefore, 
but one feeling manifested. The board, with the state of the poll>, 
was exhibited. p^,^^^ ^^^ j^^^ ^^ p^,^ 

Hon. G. Lamb 264 2,088 

J. C. Hobhouse, Esq. . . 569 1,702 

Major Cartwright . • . . .... . 37 

Jt appeared that Mr. Hobhouse had gained three hundred upon 
the da^'s poll. The intelligence was received with the loudest cheer- 
ings, which did not subside until Mr. Hobhouse came forward to 
address the people.* Mr. Hobhouse said, 

.Gentlemen, — I congratulate you on the state of the poll. We 
have this day triumphed over the Coalition, and the cause of Reform 
is in a majority of 305 abpve the efforts of corruption. If the ex- 
ertions of this day are strenuously continued, success is certain. 
The majority of your opponent is dissolving fast away, and with it 
are dispelled some of the delusions which he has succeeded in 
spreading amongst the Electors, to the injury of my .character and 
of your CBAide.^Jpplause). It iff now tolerably well known, that I 
am not the Tory candidate,-*-(a laugh, and no, no, you are not), — 
and I have the pleasure of informing you, that the nobleman to 
whom 1 alluded- the other day has assured ine, that he at least for 
.one did not so designate me»t Those who did, will now find the 

* Times of Toesday, Feb. 23.— The psper is bere quoted to &bew, tbat the re- 
nonf trance of Sir Francis Bnrdett, on tlie conduct of the Chronicle, had made 
the Editor of the Times see the propriety of giving a little fairer account of the 
proceedings in Covent Garden, than had hitherto appeared in his paper. 

t The Morning Chronicle, ' pretending to give a report of this ^eech, at this 
place, inserted these words : — ['' Random charges are the weapons ofyouaniBurdeii 
-^!r<^ abuse and then apohgizi?*^ from the friends of Mr. Lamb.]— It is solemnly 
ammied, that tliis remark was never made at the hustings. " The friends of MK 
tamh did not go quite so far as to impute malignity and cowardice to Sir Francis 
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vrtffice useless. This is something gained ; but my opponents, wlio 
seem resolved that I shall not be a thing without a'name, have done 
me the honour to re-baptize me, under a title, which is directly op- 
posite to their former appellation, — and which, I trust, I as Ittrie 
deserve. They now call me, and Uiey call you, gentlemen ! and all 
those who are attached to the popular cause, levellers. Such, 
I see, is the epithet with, which the Morning Chronicle of this 
day has been pleased to designate us — ^an epithet formerly * ap- 
plied to his own Whigs, and which, it is no stretch of assertion to 
say, that they deserved at least as Well as we deserve* In- one re- 
spect, indeed, I fancy I discern some justice in the term, as applied 
to them. They would willingly then, and would willingly now level 
all above them to their own condition; but I never heard that they 
were willing to exalt their inferiors to the eminence retained by 
themselves. — {Applauses.) On the contrary, this proud party have 
been not a whit more active in attacking the undefined prerogatives 
of the crown, than they. have been, when occasion required, in 
diminishing the rights of the people. — (^Applause.) As for myself, 
there is one point of view in which I am not unwilling to be re* 
garded as a leveller :. I wish to be thought, as I shall strive to be 
seen, to the extent of my small capacity, a leveller of the preten- 
sions of an usurping aristocracy — {loud cA^^r^)-— an aristocracy^ 
which the systems of feudal barbarism, pernicious as they were, 
would never have deigned to admit — ^an aristocracy, not composed of 
those raised above the rest of their species by any of those qualities 
which, adventitious as they are^ have always in some degree com-^ 
manded. the respect of mankind, but chiefly filled up by the re^ 
Gainers of party, and by those who by intrigue, subserviency, illegal 
gains, and the. baser arts,' have appropriated to themselves all the 
honours of the crown and all. the power of the people — ^have robbed 
the one of its just prerogatives, and the other of their undoubted 
rights... For,, my fellow-citizens, you have. not now to be told thai 
•the Crown by itself b not formidable — ^you have not now to learn, 
^atso far from being formidable, it is absolutely stripped of all' that 
majesty which shotild environ and hedge in a king ; and that it has 
iieen in fact one of the grand delusions of the Whigs, your oppo- 
hent3,.to attempt to hold up this bugbear of prerogative, in order 
that all your jealousies being directed one way, you might not watch 
the silent but sure progress of their own usurpation.— (great ap^ 
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Biirdett and Mr. Hobhonse, aud to put the recognition of an error on the same 
looting as the commission of one^bot that the Editor should bi|ve ioTented the 
remark,. and thought it decent and natural in the months of his Whig gentlertieii, 
will shew his conception of what is fair and honorable. The lowest of tbose 
Whom the Whigs call the rabble, would have been incapable of such basenesft, an4 
iajustke, aad inunoniHty. 



174 

pknuet). It his been k plan originally adopted by the Whigs, and 
' feUowed up by their opponents, to diyid^ between them all tha 
power justly residitog in the Commons of this Realm, and partially 
confided- by Aemfor their own benefit, to their own chief magis- 
trate the King ; but never confided by them against their owii inte-r 
Ksts, to any party or set of men amongst their own fellow-subjects^ 
Our treacherous feHow-eubjects, the Borough-mongers, have, I say, 
parcelled out the sovereign power of this land amongst themselves ; 
and I appeal to you, whether the Whigs have not contributed rather 
to confirm than to loosen this degrading tyranny. As a party, in* 
deed, it was impossible but that they should support a system so 
contrived as to perpetuate their own power. As a party, they have, 
on the contrary, been distinguished only by the profusion of their 
promises, and by die failure of their performances. Having, <luring 
the present reign, flourished cfai^y in those regions supposed pecu-» 
liariy qualified for the exercise of patriotism^-^I mean the opposi*- 
taon boiches in parliament; they have bad full and free occasion for 
^e foundation of a character truly popular, were it only by the 
oamparbon of the future advantages of their own good intentions, 
vdth/ the present calamities inflicted by their adversaries. Wheui 
however, they have been brought to the test-— -when they have suc- 
ceeded in their eflbrts, let me ask you, gentlemen, what have yon 
gained, and what have they not lost? At every such period, has it 
not seemed as if the party were cursed with the accomplishment of 
their wishes, and had attained to power as if for the express purpose 
of shewing they were unworthy of it i To pnuse the Whigs as 
opponents, of ministers, is but a paltry tribute to their merit. The 
|mrt they then have played has been in their character as c^poai* 
tionists, and such as their Tory adversaries would have themselves 
iMiopted, if out of place. The only adequate trial must be reserved 
Ibr politicians when in power-— when they have the means of nus- 
diief and of reformation confided to their brads. I ask you, then, 
faa^ Whig ministers been national beaefactOFS ? — {Loud cheers and 
cries t^'noy no.) I know that it is the fashion to say, tloA the Whigs 
in 1806 were not long enot^ in place to do much good. Perhaps 
not; but they were long enough in place to do much evil. — {CAeers.) 
This is a question fairly to be dbcussed between Mr. lAmhand 
ifayseif. If he glories in being a Whig and a party man, he must 
shew me that I, who am no Whig and nor party man, have not justly 
appreciated the merits of the Whigs or the advantages of party. 
3^t him, who says he is a Reformer, shew you how, as a modern 
Whig and a party man, he can be for Reform. I shall refer him 
to his oM-n great authority*-4o Mr. Fox. That accomplished states- 
zniin, though the child and the champion of a party, saw that Re- 
form was mcoinpatible with the existence of diose party divisions 
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%liicli bad kitherto diitrtcled die Sttte» Aceordingly^ io tbe noble 
speech in which he edfocated Mr. Grey's Reform » 1797, he 
stated, as one of the great advantages to be derived from the 
project, that it ** would givb a death*blow to th^ 

MISERABLE :i»lSTINCTIONS OF WHIG AND TOKT,«*^tincfer 

which the warfstm had >bem maintamed between pride and^pn^' 
mk^e; and through the ccmiention of rival jeakmies^ the genuim 
rightt of the many had been gradually undermined and frit^ 
tered awau^ (Loud cheerings.) Had Mr. Grey's Reform beeti 
adopted, toe rival jealousies of party would, indeed, have been lost 
in the union of all honest men for the national good ; bat what hm 
now at last occurred ? these jealousies have' been dropped ; the war- 
fare of parties has been suspended, but for an object far different, 
nay even for the express purpose of extinguishing all hopes of Rep>- 
form. {Applauses.) This is the sole point on Which all parties seem 
agreed, and their ooncord is, if possible, more fatal to you than their 
^sension. You have heard Mr. Lamb say he is a Reformer ; and 
so he may be in some sort, (hough I cannot say he has sp<Aen out 
at once, and told you what he will do ; but I b^ you to obsenra 
that die ministerial papers, his aHies, affect to consider his progress 
on the poll as a sure proof that Reform has no hold upon yonr 
hearts ; and that those amongst you who still stand firm to thait 
principle, have lost their influence, and are now fit to be treated 
with the most decided soorn and contempt* But it is my hope, it is 
my confidence, that you will convince them to the contrary: and I 
feel sure, that if yeu return me to Parliament, it will be for no 
other purpose than to speak your sentiments on the great, the hn*' 
portent ijuestion, of Parliamentary Reform. {Loud cheerings,) To 
this end have your former glorious exertions all been directed, and 
to the same national object you have now come forward to promote 
the return of another Reformer. I am happy to say that you^ 
efforts will daily become more easy. The delunons of your oppo- 
nents are dispersing like the mist> and leave a clearer sky above yon 
**-you can see Aeir manoeu^es, and you can regulate your own.— ^ 
-Not, however, that when you have defeated one trick, yon will mit 
have to- contend widi similar ingenuity. Even thb day a singular 
artifice was practised, which has diminished our numbers on the 
poll. You know that in several of the parishes our friends aoh 
nonnced.that they would meet at certain hoursy and proceed hi k 
body to the poll. I have a bill in my hand, which was dispersed at 
an early hour, and which stated that these meetings were postponed 
two hours.* I need not explain to you that the object of this trick 
was to create confusion and dismay amongst our friends* (Cries of 

« Se)B the Bin at page 169. 
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^^ShanUf' and loud hisies and marks of iniignatioh.) Thai the 
candidate contrived ' this hdoorable 'scheme himself I do. not say-— 
but that his supporters arranged it I need not say :-^it bears the trtie 
Whig stamp; and 1 dare' say it has been tried with success in some 
of their party contests in county elections. It is fit that you should 
be informed of these schemes as ihey arise, merely as a warning 
.against future delusions ; for^ depend .upon it, these honest artifices 
of' our opponents will end only with the election. I. feel assured 
that your exertions will confound not only their force biit their fraud; 
and that both the one and the other will only retard, but cannot 
prevent the final triumph of Reform. - 

Mr. Hobhouse drew back amid loud and reiterated cheerings. 

Mr. Lamb then came forward, and endeavoured, but in vaiu> to 
obtain a hearing.* He bowed, and used every exertion of voice and 
gesture, but he was not allowed to continue speaking. The Chro- 
nicle of the next day reported his words to have been as follows: 

The exertions of my opponents have produced a large, advantage 
on to*day's poll, aiid I am glad of it, because nothing ehe could re» 
move' the entire confidence of my friends, who deemed our victory 
too secure.' I am still confident of success. They have accused us 
•of tricks, but two of their assertions have already been prayed false, 
one respecting Alderman Wood, and one respecting a Nobleman 
canvassing for me. Of the hand-bill produced I know nothing; 
aind though their tricks may be as endless as they represent ours^ 
their poll will soon fall short. 

The otlier newspapers said^ nothing of the retort courteous re- 
specting the '^ tricks;'^ but whether this retort is to be set down to 
Mr. Perry's reporter, or to Mr. Lamb, cannot now be ascertained. 
Mr. Lamb immediately retired from' the hustings. 

Mr. Hunt then came forward, but was, as the Times said,'*' 
'' received with even greater clamour, if possiblQ^ than that by which 
^r. Laiub had be^en. assailed; be was hissed^ and hooted, and pelted 
in a most extraordinary manner. A man on the booth immediatdiy 
opposite to him, insulted the orator in the grossest language, and 
kept swinging a rope in his hand, and telling him that he was.des- 
tiiied to* make his exit from this world by means of it :> finding 
it' impossible to. obtain a' hearing, Mi;. Hunt at last withdrew ; and 
.bis withdrMwing appearing to the people as a kind of triumph, . was 
bailed with the loudest shouts of applause and satisfaction."t. It may 

• Tnesday, Feb. 23. 

• t Tlife' reader may be pleased to see the Mornioa Chroniqje's report of this 

• speerh, which it appeared was heard, or pretended to be heard by its reporter.^ 

. *' Mr. Hunt then came to the front of the Htistings, amidst a general uproar. 
He confessed he was not snrprised at the opposition which was made to his being 
heard, when he considered r4>o attempu which bad been had recoarse to by the 
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.be oblefved/ that tllM»iieiwhom the Editor of the Times called the 
mob were the whole assembly; the majority of whom werie cer- 
.tainly of that class which buys, his iiew8i|f>aper and supports him. 

Sir Francis BuRDETT-now came forward, after being repeat- 
edly called upon* - As soon as he appeared upon the platform ** he 
wjeis greeted/' as the same paper avowed, " with three long and loud 
cheers." . When they had subsided, he thus addressed the Electors.: 
' Gentlemen, it is in vain I see for me to enforce upon' the score 
of impartiality, your patient attention' to every speaker, when it' is so 
'Contrary to the noble ardor of the feeiings of your hearts. I know 
how true is the maxim tliat ail should be heard i yell large public as- 
semblies like this, do not meet so much fdr matter of discussion, as 
for the expression of their general feelings upon great topics, and this 
•expression must depend entirely on the sentiments of their own hearts. 

When last I had the honor of addressing you, I spofke with con- 
fidence on the patriotism and independence of the Electors of West- 
minster. The poll, this day .bears testimony that 1 did not judge 
improperly, 'notwithstanding what hs(s been said 'to'the contrary by 
the venal daily press, :and in using this epithet, 1 speak of the mis«> 
.rq>resentati6ns of the L3^ng Chronicle, the Morning Cbrofhi^le, the 
Chronicle of falsehood: I never fneantj nor did I ever state (ad has been 
-misconceived) that the whole Press of Etigland was venafl. We know*, 
and glory in it, that the whole Press is not so. The Weekly Press 
in particular, is warm in the cause of the People. I couki nevei* 
think of appljfing the epithet which belongs to the minions of cor- 
ruption, to that part of Ae public press which stands free from the 
imputation. : 1 should as little think of confoimding a paper,' whose 
xharacterfor general impartiality is so high. Which is conducted 
with such great talent and ability, I mdan- the Times newspapei', 
with the corrupt part of the press, as I should of confoundii^ the 

other a^de. (Tumult,) The Meeting coiUd not help seeing that tke hired gang 
were this day better organized tiian they were on a former occasion.- (The uproar 
here inertftmmg^ Mr. Huni hOd up a jdacard in his Aaibci, *' no faui play,") lliu was 
Uieonly way by which they coiud 5I0 jnatice, for vnleis they heard all, how eoiild 
ihey Judge who was correct? (Here some persom exhibited a haUer^ em wkiek Mr» 
Himt, iurmng to the Baronet, said, **gice him his due.'') Were they afraid to hear 
him, from the noise they were novif niakiirg? Did' the threats of my Lord Castle- 
reagh or Ministers terrify them ? The halter, he could assure them, was too great 
a bribe for a poor starving wretch. Would they consent to hear the Baronet? 
•* Were I/' said Mr. Hnnt, *< able like him to pay ten shillipga^a day, you w/omld, 
I have no donbt, hear me also. Yon heard him on Saturday, and you heard the 
direful accusation he made against Mr. Alderman Wood. From that charge tlie 
Baronet is now willing, yon will see, to sneak out. . As a political Quixote, be lias 
gone every ^bere abont under the pretence observing yon. But has he not grosslj^ 
deceived yoof WiH he be in the House to-ntgfat at bis doty ? Hie proof of this 
niH Ym seen to-morrow. I see yon won't hear me tD-day, but I have no doubt yoe 
will come here in a very different temper to-morrow." rdj^phuseMiMd hisses.) 
' The Whig gazette would still stick by Mr. Hunt, and find him <* applause," Ne* 
▼Cf joornalifti dared so nobly: all London knew he Ked, but he lied on. 

N 
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Bkctors of WestmiBster with Ihe Voters of hisikd Rotten Borcfuglitf. 
^nd when I speak of the Venal Press, I desire it to be tmderstoed 
as speaking of the Courier, the Morning Chronicle, and the Morning 
Post — the vile vehicles of falsehood and nisrepresentalion* 

I mentioned on Saturday, thai I had been toM that Mr. MkmuB 
Wood had been canvassing for your opponents. I feel the greatest 
satisfaptipn to day in deckring that the worthy Aldernafi, ^bo wiw 
returned by his Constituents, because be stood on those prinoiples 
for which we contend, has not been guilty of a clfereliction frotm 
those principles, the greatest crime against lua Constitoents of 5Khicfa 
.be could have been guilty. The mistake arose from this oirQw»- 
atance. Somebody must have personated the worthy AJkierman io 
the canvas to which I alluded. It seems, therefore, that aU the tricks, 
all the delusioQ, and all the paltry artifices which it is possible i» 
devise, have been arrayed on the present occasion, to keep >up this 
.miserable coalition, and to ctet the authors of it ialo discredit and 
disrepute^ You will defeat their machinations. 

It appears by the state of the poll this d^, that the sluices cif 
corruptioii are nearly dry, and the waters of poUulion almost «ta^ 
n^iiit, while the clear fountain of liberty is only hegioning ito play t; 
;and I have no doubt that die healthful stream which it .wUl pour aii 
to-morrow, will in a torrent sweep before it all the obstacles that 
oppQse its course. The venal press (and again I only mem the 
(Courier, Chronicle, and Post) the venal press :has published that you 
are hired to hear me address you from this fiacell-^CShouitJijf 
laughter. )--li is also pretended, that my money is distributed as an 
excitement to you 11 — (ShouU of laughter ^y-^\ do not wonder that 
the tools of power should believe it impossible for men to move 
without an interested and sordid motive. They judge of -you .by 
themselves; they are never moved but by such motives^ They know 
but little of the independent Electors of Westminster, or of the 
means of moving this great and enlightened body. They cannot 
move it : I will let them into the secret. It can only be imp^Ile^ 
into action by honesty and propriety of conduct. The power of 
corruption, the fear and compulsion brought to bear upon tlieir in* 
dependence, will on this occasion be defeated. 

<' Corruption wins not ^lore than honesty.*^ 

We know that many Electors have been compelled i^ vot^ 
against their feelings and consciences, and I beg of the persons 
of rank and station who have exercised this influence, I beg of 
the proud and insolent Arbtpcrats, that have so exercised their 
weight, to consider that by euch an act, they, rather than the 
persons upon whom they work, are the moral offenders ; apd that 
they who in thb manner dr^g voters to the poll, ^re indubit»Vljr 
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ficy of Buborniiftion of peijuiy. He vfho" acts in ttus manfier^ 
coaimits the foulest crime against the liberties af his country, and 
the l>asest act of tyranny against society. 

I confess I cannot help looking but with some feelings of eom- 
poasion at the coalition candidate ; for I cannot conceive a intuation 
more uiAsppy, than that whi(^ compels him to stand upon tha 
same plank, and be spoken to in terms of social cpnverse, by such a 
person as last attempted to address you. Rather than be doomed to 
such a situation, I would willingly stand in the pillory in diis place ; 
-^in that pillory, where those great and high personages ought to 
stand, who have tampered with the feelings and conscience of the 
Electors under their influence. (Unbounded applause.) 

I am proud to find that the spirit of the country is up for Kberiy» 
While it remains so, we may effectually contend with every opposition. 

Mr. Hobhouse has told you truly, we do not want to contend 
with the crown :— <-the constitution has provided a check upon the 
crown ; and the right of appointing our otsm representatives is out 
check upon that. While, therefore, yot|r minds are determined td 
assert your right to a free choice of your representatives, while you 
are determined to preserve that right pure and unsullied, the cause 
which we now mmntain in the person of Mr. Hobhouse must tri- 
umph. — ^Yes, it will be a greater triumph for Westminster, than it 
has ever heretofore obtained. Only two words at parting :-^first, I 
entreat of you to hear, if only for your own edification and enter-' 
tainment, -the coalit i o n candidate; (Laughter} and next, that yoi» 
will all of you lieei, as I aqu confident you will feel, a determination 
to assist in the present struggle, and to sacrifice as I shall, ev^ry 
moment of time to secure its ultimate success.-^Xo;?g continued 
plaudits.) » 

The before quoted newspaper in reporting this speech, said ip tha 
conclusion, that '' it was received by the audience with unbounded 
satisfaction,^ and added, " we have omitted the usual phrases of 
loud applause and reiterated cheerings, at particqlar septences^ 
because we should have had to insert them at almost every other 
line of our report/' 

Mr. Hobhouse and Sir Francis Burdett retired from the hust- 
ings amidst the warmest congratulations of the People, who now sup- 
posed their triumph certain. 

The Times, recording the close of this day's proceedings, con- 
tinued — '' Mr. Hunt has become so much the object of popular 
indijgnation and hatred, by the line of conduct which he has pursued 
during the Election, that it was requisite on his leaving the hustings 
to place him under the protection of eight or ten constables. He 
was ,bi9sed, and hootedi and spit on by the surrounding multitude ; 
and we expected every moment that they would b^ve atta<;ked the 
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« 

constables, jti* onler to wreak their TengeaoQe on the unfortunate 
object of their hatred.'' No accident occurred, although he was fol- 
lowed by an immense concourse of the indignant populace all the 
.way to his residence in Norfqlk Street. , . 

' tThe.cPufideoce of the Reformers from the result of this day's 
poll was shewn in the advertisement issued at the close of it. 

, J " Reform of Parliament. 

''Elect.ors ofWsstminter, — You have heretofore defeated 
the Whigs— ^you have heretofore defeated., the Tories. Both the 
Factions have nqw conspired against you, and have called to their 
aid the most, vile and worthless. 

*^ By influence and intimidation, by promises and. threats, has this* 
(degraded Coalition endeavoured to destroy your independence. 
The attempts of Lords and Ladiea — of the Ministerial Host, and 
the PpqpositioD P|ialanx — of Men high in Office, and of others^fit 
for.np Office but the despicable one they occupy— are all alike impor 
tent. This'Day's Poll has filled th^m with, dismay! 

*^ Continue your efforts ! Come to the Hustings ! Break up the. 
vile and foul conspiracy gainst ypur liberties, by placing Hob- 
house by the side of your able, intrepid, and faithful Champion, 
BuRDETT r . , » . « 

The apprehensions of Mr. Lamb's friends were no less clearly 
seen in the advertisement issued by that gentleman.*. Indeed, the 



# M^i-Q .jug ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 

''Gentlemen, — the result of this day has been such as might have 
been anticipated from the extraordinary exertions of my opponents, 
contrasted with the security of my friends, who too confidently 
deemed the battle won. To-morrovv also my, opponents will strain 
every nerve to gain upon the poll, and not improbably may obtain 
a considerable advantage. Now, therefore, is the crisis which 
calls on the numbers who are favourably inclined to the cause 
of real liberty and independence, to come forward, and meet my 
opponent's force with an overwhelming superiority. The success of 
our adversaries affords them a gleam of hope; but it can only be 
rendered permanent by the relaxation of our efforts, and too great 
reliance on the known intentions of a large majority of the Electors, 
who delay to vote,' hoping the contest may be terminated without, 
the necessity of their assistance. Let them come forward, and the 
issue >/i^iU be no longer doubtful. 

" I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

" Your obliged and faithful Servant, ^ 

" General CommitUe Room, " Georqe Lam^.' 

Henrietia-Street, CoverU'Garden/' 
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betting at the elub-hooses, which is one of the iisiial tests 'of public 
opirubn, was now in favor of Mr. Hobhouse:' whereas, as niucb as 
ten to one had been before betted upon Mr/ Lamb. i 



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2a— EIGHTH DAY. 

The Whigs in the Ciironicle, made this day, a furious attack upon 
Sir Francis Burdett, in the form of a lament and remtinstraffce of 
the Editor. It -is subjoined as a part of the history of the time,* 
together with a piece of wit^ which the Whigs also codtrived to 
muster against Mr. Hobhouse.f The atrocity of making the iHUlti- 
tude first drank, that they might then be stimulated to commit 
murder upon the persons of the respectable householders: could 

* ** The pqblic hate seen th^ retult of the extraordinary efforts which were 
yesterday made by. Sir f raucia Bnrd^U in favor of his nominee. The momentary 
snccess.was anticipated^ and the respectable honsebolders of Westminster were not 
impmdent in leavmg the hustings to the multitude that had been first assembled at 
pnblic-hooses, and tbeir brams heated by drink, as a preparation for the day's war* 
fiire. But so far from being dismayed by the numbers on the poll of yesterday, the 
independent Electors see reason for confidence in the result. There ia but one 
other Saint Monday, and the friends of the actual constitation in clmrch and sfafe, 
mW see that their interests cannot be entrusted to sater hands than to the honest 
and well informed body of .Westminster tradesmen. . 

** We see by the account of Sir Francis Bardett's speech, which we faithfully re- 
port, tiiat he tbongfat fit to ' make a most envenomed and scurrilous attack on 
the £ditor of tUis Paper, by saying, tb^t.he wds the corrupt < tqol of a corrppt fac- 
tion.' At no period since that of Marat and Robbrspibrrb in France, have 
the public witnesAcd more direct or more flagitious attempts, made to inflame the 
multitude, and direct their fury against the persons and property of individuals, 
than during the present Election contest. Snrromided as Sir Francis Burdett was 
yesterday, the language that be used was evidently calculated to subject his victim 
to the violence of his mob. In the very humble situatioo of life which we occupy, 
we might have hoped to escape the rancorous insinuations of this demagogue, es- 
pecially when we considered that except in fair, open, hostility to his principles, 
we never suffered onr pafses to be snllied by any of the reports to his prejudice, of 
ingratitude for services performed, and treachery to private friendship ; nor could 
we forjget that we had ^ eaten salt together J But of late all considerations, save 
those of immolating the persons who apprehend danger to the country from his 
career seem lost to him, and he spreads his calumnies and falsehoods without the 
slightest regard to the consequences they may produce. . . . v s 

** For ourselves, our conduct has 'been before the eyes of the public for more 
than forty years. The conviction impressed on otir mind by the eloquence of Mr. 
Fox, that the principles he asserted in support of freedom, justice, and humanity, 
were incontrovertible, we have maintained witli sacred integrity. We defy all 
parties and factions to. shew. that we have been actuated in their maintenance by a 
corrupt motive. The sound party In the state, who act on th^ principles of Mr. 
Fox, we feel it to be a public duty to support ; but we have again and again shewn, 
that where we thought 'we perceived a deviation, frotn those doctrines, we have 
openly declared it."— iforat^g Chronicle, February 23. 

t " TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNtMG CHRONICLE. 

" Sir,— We all of us remember the delight with which; as children, we used to 
practise our youtbfii! organs of nttcrance, in reciting the following simple and 

be^nUfal ditty : — ♦ • 

*« There 
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eertainl^ be equalled only by tbe atrocity of making Micb an acedsa-* 
tba, koowing it to be utterly devoid of all foundation. It will be 
with no less horror than astomshment, that the reader will be obliged 
to recognize the existence of a man so wicked, as wilfully to poison 
the sources of future history ; and, under the pretext of defending 
innocence, blacken an honorable character, and no small portion 
of his fellow-citizens, \iith the imputations of the most enormous 
crime and infamy. It will increase his indignation to know, thst 
this man, at the time he made the above charge, knew that the 
Electors of his own party were '^ heated with drink," given by tbe 
friends of Mr. Lamb ; and, that several hundred ruffians were in a 
day Qr two afterwards hired and armed, and marshalled by tbe 
Whigs, for the perpetration of those very violences which were 
falsely charged upon the Reformers."* 

The rain poured in torrents during the whole of the morning, a 
circumstance, which all those acquainted with Westminster Blecf- 
tions, know to be very unfavorable to the popular cause. Mauy of 
the tradesmen are fond of appearing amongst their brother Electors 
at the hustings; and, as they frequently make parties of twenty or 
thirty, and proceed in procession to the poll, a rainy day prevedt^ 
many from exerci^ng their franchise. The other side employ 
eoaches, and, by means of the immense number of gentIemeiiH:an* 
vassers, bring up their forces by ones and twos : this cannot be 
done by the tradesmen canvassing amongst themselves ; nor, do they 
like to solicit one another day after day, and hour after hxM, u 

** There v^is a man ivhose HaUie wifs Hob, 
He had a wife whose name was Mob ; 
He had a cock called Cob, 
She had a cat called Chitterbob. 
CoblsayfHob, 
Chitterbob! saysMc^b; 
Cob's Hob's cock, 
Chitterbob'8 Mob's cat." 

* below is subjoined some more wit from the Chronicle of the foUowine 
Wednesday, and the reader will admire not onfy the good joke and the good 
French, bat the assurance with which the Wliigjs still continued to assert, that Mr. 
Hobhouse was not the Reformer ; but, that their man would plecZgre himself truly to 
that c^use. It is, however, a complhnent to Westmuister, tbsit such a profession 
was thought a good electioneering trick. 

*' OM ftBADlNG THE ATTACK MADE BY SIR F B AGAINST THE BDnOR 01^ 

THE CHRONICLE. 

^< Sir F ^8 had surely no sense in his noh 

'Gainst the Chronicle's tenets to rail ; 
Since it wisely suggested his protegee Hoh 

Would be tied to a Baronet's ttSl, 

*' But we readily pardon the j^tifid storing 
And look, where the Whig stands (poorest ; . 

Who will fiUdge himself truly to friends of re&nn. > 
While Hob and Nob drink with tbe tcH. _ 

« H. «:.»* 



drudgery to v^hich the honorable and right honoraUe canvasserr sub- 
mit with great readiness, a(nd too much success. Sir Francis Burdett 
and Mr. Hobhottse were in various parts of the town this day ; the 
bailners and^ music were also in as much activity as the weather per* 
mitled. NotwitksCandii^ the objection thrown out by Mr. Lamb, 
against these innocent arrays, the same expedient waar tried by the 
coalition committees, and met wi^ much the same success as Sir 
Murray MaxweW^ trained orange bands at the last Election. The 
light bine flags of the WhigSy whh << Lamd and Liberty upon 
tiem,'' were obliged speedily to retreat before the dark blue ban- 
ners of HoUiouse and Purity of Election. Mr. Lamb canvassed 
personaUy--^Sir Francis Burdett did not ask for any single vote— * 
his presence was requested at various meetings, and he attended. 
Mr. Hobhoiise was introduced to a few hundreds of the Electors, 
pvincipally in the parish of St. Anne; but, he made no personal 
canvas. The activity of the coalition canvassers was unceasing. 
The government had not publicly declared itself, except through 
the Courier ; Init Lord Liverpool had informed the clerks, &c. of 
the treaiBury, that, if they pleased, they might vote for Mr. Lamb. 
Indeed, he could hardly do less. The Whigs being now, as the 
Chronicle professedy *^ the friends of the actual constittttion in 
church and steite;^ the phrase by which the nuntsterial candidate 
has always sumfttoned th& adberents of government in Westminster. 

The crowd was as gresit as before at the hustings and in the boia^hs, 
and there was much less confusion than at any former day: for 
Messrs, Hunt and Gale Jones had deserted their usual post, and 
left td the Whig» the full enjoyment of the unpopularity which now 
attended the opponents of Mr. Hoblionse. Mr. Lamb, with his 
knot ci lords a»d gentleftieny appeared at the ordinary hour, and 
were received widi hisses. 

Mr. Hobhouse and Sir Francis Burdett presented themselves 
under the osaai friendly salute from the whole assemblage. 

The nnmbera amiounced, amidst loud cheerings, were : — 

PoUed this Day, Gross PolL 

Hobhouse . • • • 334 . . . ^ 2036 

Cartwright .... . . , . 37 

.Lamb 180 ... . 2268 

Mr HoBHOifsE slept forward. After the continued acclama- 
tioHs with which he was received had subsided, he said : 

Gentlefflen,'-*We have no* reason to complain of any want of 
eiertioB on the part of the friends of freedom. If we may com- 
plain at all ; it must be of the weather, which has not smiled upon 
our endeavours; but has, I am confident, prevented that which 
would, had the^ day been tine, most certainly occurred. 1 mean tbe 
aunibitoion of my o^pponent's majority (hied cheers). As il U, we 
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are 154 a head on the day^s poll; and, are only 292 behkid bur; 
eiiemy on the whole .poll; Genllemen,; you have had, and will ^ 
still; have to contend with great difficulties— with those difficultiea 
which always occur when the sons of independence engage with the '■ 
cfiampioQs of corruption, {jlpplause) The exertions of your enen»ie» ^ 
are. unremitting. In the various quarters of Westminster which 1; 
have this day visited, I have heard of littlei but the.- compulsion' 
that has. driven to the poll the voters, few as they are,. which have 
this d9)( given .their suffirages to pur antagonists With these arts yoo 
are too well acquainted. You know bow the renters. of the great 
landholders are warned, whose leases may be near expiration f and, 
that the consequences of. refusal may be somewhat embarrassing 
to ; their hopes of an easy, renewal.. . lam happy, however, to say, 
that in spite of these ojbstaeles, the spirit of Westminster rises 
d^ily^and. the fla^tejing prospect before us promises ascertain 
victory. If I may trust to the reports of .the. canvassers in your 
cause, four fifths of the Electors may fairly be said to. be inclined ta ' 
support \he Heformer ; and. are kept back, only by that which un- 
fortunately deters msKiy an honest man from doing his duty. I mean 
foaZ' It is notorious^ that many hundreds, I m^bt say thousanda, 
ojf^your brother JElectors keep back, because. they area/raid. . They 
are afraid of losing the custom and countenance of the great fami- < 
lies at . the West-end. of the Town. ( True !, True ! from several 
voices amongst, the people.} This I assert, without fear of con- 
trjidiction, to be the main engine which still , works « for our op- ^ 
ponents: for, I do not believe, that there js now a single individual 
in Westminster, who is deceived by. those, delusions which, at the 
outlet of the contest, operated in favor of Mr. Lamb. I, trust that 
to-morrow will show the Whigs theyjiave totally miscalculated ithekr 
force in Westminster. Indeed, lam sure that that. party, if standing^' 
alone against the people, would be proved .totally insignificant in 
power and resources. The natural alliauce should be. between the* 
opponents to ministers and the peoples-rwhen these opponents^ dill 
them Whigs, or wtiat you lyll, not only separate themselves yrom 
the people, but join their accustomed adversaries against the peo- 
ple, they neither have nor can deserve any influence. Such is the 
case at preseqt, and for fear any mistake should arise as to the real 
existence of this unholy alliance (Jiere Mr. Lamb, Mr. Lambton, 
oiid Mr. James Macdonald, burst into a roar of laughter; the 
BLACKGVARD& {as they had been called) in the front of the hmt^ ' 
ingSf and in the booths, not knotmng that such interruptions wehe 
polUe, and.permiUed.bjf GENTLEMEN^ cried, shame ! and hissed and ' 
hooted violently for a minute or two) — Gentlemen, continued Mr. ' 
Hobbouse, let me beg of you to allow the honorable candidate a 
laugh. The state of the poll has not permitted him to saaile these ' 
two dsiy^ {loud laughing), and, if I may Judge by a certain furious^ 



energy in his loolu and manned he has lost not only his foimdr auH* 
jorities^ but his boasted good teniper.--^(IiiEiligA^er.) . Pray, tbfiire-'; 
fore, alioW him to laugh, if it is, hut for. your own sakes: for^ you 
will hardly wish,: as you have only twoi candidates, that. one of them' 
should he su|ky> and contrihute nothingrlo the. diversion of the day. 
Allow.me, however, to repeat what I was siting when interrupted^lqf 
the learned Whig {here the.'peopleMhO' thought perhaps^, that: Mr. 
Hobhouse said the iMARN&D rWf shauied mth laughter,) that tho - 
party, of: which .thatgentlemao is tbe^orgau, has commenced opera- 
tions by coming forward as the professed opponents of the wishes of 
the people in Westminster. They know very, well, that: if the 
Eleefors were fairly andfrjeelypoUed without iiasandif^uence of 
any kind, without a vote being asked on either side, their candidate • 
would have no chiince whatever of success* Knowing this, they, ar- 
ray against the people all the engines of terror and corruption, and^ 
are resolved to; carry their/ point, though. they l6se, whatever iittle 
chs|i»cter their former, opposition to an unprincipled government has 
ei^abled them to ohtain. But^ I trust you will still be too much for 
ibe,^naked force now uoblushingly employed q;ainst you. You see- 
their menaces. Itmst that .you will despiser— that you will coa« 
found their efforts ; and that, still true to. yourselves, you wiH main- 
tain ^that high character for .probity ^and intelligence which has. for 
manyry^ars distinguished the Electors of Westminster, and giv«i 
thepi an imperishable, name in the annalaof liberty. >Dq not fancy < 
that I attach any iipportance to the success of the humble individual 
who is now addressing you, when that success is considered only 
with a reference to his own. triumph. Far from me such vHe pre- 
tensions and such unreasonable vanity.' But you all, Ihope, feel 
that I am. only spi^king the truth when I say, that the cause now' 
advocated in my person, is your own cause — is the cause of that Re-' 
form, which by precept and practice.it has been so long your glory 
to. promote ; and which you must now feel more than ever to be the 
paramount necessity of the times.-**(Grea^ Applause.) The.coun-' 
try has long looked up to you. It looks up to you now : it anxious-' 
ly watches your progress, and that of your cause which is common 
to all Englishmen. It expects that you will show by your exertions. 
in the present arduous struggle, that you still consider Parliamen- 
tary Reform as the one thing needful— with which you can effect 
every thing, without which ypu can effect nothing. 
• Mr. Hobhouse here retired aiiiidst the loudest acclamations of^ 
applause. ^» 

Mr.. Lamb came forward.-— Nothing could persuade Uie people' 
to hear him. — " Is it your pleasure to bear me?" said he: I'he 
people iaad and. hissed violently. Mr. Lamb ' retired-^his friends 
persuaded him to make a second trial — he came forward a second 



tknt^ ;biit ckMiM ood |ifoeeeil* He tfam Md, 1 "sfish y^iv a gooii* 
nigfa^ i and iiAtirdd #ith' lib conpamoils from the Imtiiigs^ 

J Mr. Bowiti came forwaml iwiib ai p«p€r in hk hand — 'he was 
faiand dnd ho o te d! be tried* to> reed the pa|>er : in vain — the people- 
cried am.-^Be of! Jfo tumcfmi ! No Juim !^-^Burd€t^, Bmfdeu :- 
he stoedf the storMi far ttm flmutee^ iritb ae moeh aiieott€)ern> as' Mr(. 
Hilfit;' bilt^.tfol being abie>to^8peid[ a ivord^ haMDed over bis papei^ 
to the Reporters* Tbe Cfavodcle pubGshed it tbe neiit monni^ ; 
but forget lo say^ that Ho* one woid of it was heard, h proved to 
be ai letter from Mqor Cartwrigfaft.* 

' When Mr. Bowie had yieided,x Sir Franeie Bairdett was dbdianded 
6y repealed* ihouls s be oauie forward and was budly cbeered b^ 
Ae mnrie aseedibiy. 

He expressed bia r^ret diat thejr would not hear tke^ Coalitiott. 
Candidate* Beside* bmog tibe cotnnioii feeii^ that his adversary 
should ha#e frir play^ be (Sir Francis) was dictiiated by one 6§ 
another and a mcf»e seifisb iandL He was u»iewB that they woiM 
fame- Mr* Leeiby btcanse they tnnst be aware oi the disadvantage tcv 
wiMcb tbey W6re eapeeed^ by not heaving ai^iMnentSy ivUA they 
knew they eoorld ek)»o8e andi refiite^ They all keew that x& play at 
feoe-bal^ there mast be ae least two pereons engaged^ and thoagh he 
kn0w that ibey came beve Miher to express* their feedagb than t^ 
bear discnssiony yet be thought that when ibeir caase wa« fouftded 
iijpoft tiMh add hoAes^^ it woaM be right to heav their opponent. 

*' ^ Major Cartwright, conceiving bis character aiiped art by assertions ancT insi- 
nli«A6iis o# dir ^ra<ic& Bttrdett, in respeetf to certain passag^^ ih his ll^te pririted 
Address tor fab Felfesw Cideeis, declares tfaafy hi wrlHog tfae said Address, h« took 
t|e almost csrs not to use towards the Baronet a single expreaitioa which htrijould 
not justify. 

^^ Hinttf Sit fVaacift^ wa» reported' (in Tile Biiti^ Press) to bav« f AipOT^d to tfte 
Bfi^ that <he» connteaamied insinuatiAOB frhiofa^ ftom hi».ow<ailniODkriedi|tey he^ 
knew to have been* falsehoods of Mr, Cobbett ;' he has examined with the utOMjst 
sfricttiess his aforesaid Address^ and does not find a word he desires to alter. 

** Wkh* regarcf i<it Mr. CoM)ett, the Ittajor, in p. 6^, had expi^srfy claittied to 
^ttMM^jpaiMlyajMieiMmtbatpewerfiiNiFrifeiv Wbsse HetnsMiewi ef tie Bavoijei 
most stagd or fall as supported or contradicted by fiicts and evidenee.' 

*^ l^ir Francis is reported (in the same Paper) to have observed, that < the Major 
s&tHM hive been tffMte (idimtemittcing insiihmfious which he kn^w ^ere ground* 
Ian.' 

. «< He re^Utt, tiiat he has NOT done it, and that H£ IS abe>»e either baseness or 
dpplicity. He therefore challenges Sir Franc& Burdett to sustain his imputatta n by 
piboof.' 'the "Nhjofs intdsf aif d argument are before hini. 

« In the words of Mr. (3ellbeit» wtdch Hk liiajer qu$te»t ie palger, f^tmtattMff 
bhfpwn re^soBHlgfrom /ncto, he asserts, that he is* net conscious' that the^ qenfain 
* laise^ood.' On the contrary, he believes them to contain much truth. 

** And he refers to his Address, to convince any reader that Sir FrancllB has v&f 
Msmwly sisted^ wh«e the AliBjer saidabeal the I>alce of Ricilinesd^ whose comfact 
lie did indeed hold np^as a salntary beacon, for warnUiethe Baronet against sf^iteni; 
on the rock upon wliich the fiake's rejpntation snfTered shipwreck. 

" JoAN CARfwnioaT;** 
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He wislked tbey wottid ^e Mr« lasob a htmQg, for lie wan » 
tel7 facelftous gentlenian^ and wa^ put forward for itieir eater^ 
tainment on the present occasipiu He congratulated them on 
the state of tht» da^'s poll> and though; it was not as high as nii^ 
be expected, yet it stiU sbsw^d that the stream of liberty was ruo* 
ning pm'ey and wOuld^ he tf ustedi in the end, overthrow every o^bsta^ 
det which could be» opposed to it. The i^oU of thdr adversarji 
became every day more weak and languid. They ooold only ifely 
o» bringing down Voters by compukion-^they could only depend on 
the strength which they acquired by lashing «p slaves to the poll. 
Their opponents had this day polled all their cooataUes ; tfaey had 
also polled their voters in PallhMall, a place where, if he waff in- 
formed rightly, for he did not himself know it as a fact, there were 
as few free and itidepenclsnt Electors as \vere: required of good 
AMD 'v^ Sodom and Gomorrah, to save diese citiea from destruction. 
r-^Crreat Applause.y^lle begged of the Electors, who were doom* 
•d to, yield to uajdue it^ueDce, to consider seriously the situation in 
Ivfaich th^y were placed. He also wished to remind the pei^soos o£ 
rank wbo exereised in this mafnner the influence which their statioi^ 
fS^e them over their dependants,' to consider that by influencing 
th<iir bombler neighbours at the aspease of their own jodgueatSir 
th^y were in fact becoming suborners of perjury.^ fbet right; of 
voting wae a solemn duly, and the conscience of the Elector was aft 
stake if hef performed it in any manner contrary to the didadesj o{ 
his o^n unbiassed opinion. What act of tyranny wa^i eqfial td thai 
which pA'ompted anpthef to commit a crime in defiance ntikei of ai| 
law and moral obligation ? As to the mifterable delusions and arti- 
fices of the friends of the Coalition Candidate, they wiere bjecoimng 
every day moie exposed and d^Geated. The Coalition Candidatei 
bad told them, that there was a more solid satisfaction in a bvea|c-' 
fast, than in following banners and music ; but in contradiction U> 
Ibis, , be wpidd say, that there wafr more heartfelt satisfac^on in fol*' 
lowing the banners of freedom, without fear, hope, or reward, tbsni 
in eating any meal which corruptioqF could supply. There may btf 
more s(^d satisfaction to* a Whig and a Tory to- get a place^ than to< 
act upon honest principle — ^but these were not the nien in \^om tb» 
people cqM place any confidence. These mock patriots may pre- 
fer solid pudding, to empty praise, but they cannot be the persons 
whose feelings will be fouqd in unison with those wbo wilt not g^ve 
up, for the gratification of paltry ambition, the more solid satisfiic- 
lion of endeavouring to promote the freedom of their countiy. The 
independent Electors, he was aware, could not be brought up to poll 
at any particnlar moment; men in trade must conanlt th^ own 
time and their own convenience in coming up ; and he was snre 
they would at all events be found where they ought to b^ before the 
dose of tll9 poll* jPut be would recommend them to come up at 
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ts earty a period as they pOflsibly could, that they may render tbeir 
tritimpb more complete by effecting it sooner. Tlie mnik who did 
his duty with alacrity, did always more than he who fulfilled it tar- 
dily. ' He therefore hoped they would lose no time in coining up ta 
the pull with all possible dispatch, and thereby create a sentiment in 
favour of that Radical Reform which • was the leading object of 
every honest aud enlijgbtened man. He would now take leave >bf 
them, to fulfil those personal duties which he was determined to per*-' 
form • on this occasion ; iaud he hoped they would pursue the same 
course themselves^ and not relax in those efforts which were still ne- 
cessary to make* their cause triumphant and complete* 

Sir Francis Burdett withdrew with Mr.Hobhouse amidst the 
congratulations of the people. 7 

' Mr. ThelwaLl, in next addressing the meeting, felt it bis duty 
to impress 011 them the necessity of vigorous efforts in the present 
contest — ^a i^ontest which required the labour both of body and mind. 
He was aware of the ungrounded calumnies which had been thrown 
out against them,' and the delusions which it had been endeavoured 
to impose on them, but they had shewn their disregard for the 
former, and their contempt for the tatter, by adhering to their tried 
and faithful Representative, Sir Francis Bnrdett. That respectable 
individual had been accused of deserting his* former friends. Bot 
from whom« he would ask^ did that accusation come ? Why, from 
aif irtdifvidual- who was justly reprobated every where, and for whom 
they had shewn the most decided contempt. (Applause and hkses.) 
He (Mr.Th^lwail) was the same in principle as he was 25- years 
ago; but' for the principles Of the other side diere was no criterron. 
In the New^Times there was a letter published by Hunt, in which 
he accused Cleary of beiug- supported by a kept mistress, and yet 
for aK this accusation they had coalesced, and become the mouth- 
piece of the Major's Committee. The argument against . Sir 
Francis; of his wishing to make Westminster a rotten borough, was 
ludicrous in* the' extreme, indeed so much so as to require no answer. 
Had Mr; Lamb been a ti:ue Whig on the old principles of that 
body^^he would tt6t have opposed him, -but he felt the case was 
quite oth^rwise.^ {Jpplause.)^ With Sir Francis Bnrdett he had 
not the pleasure of much acquaintance, but to suppose him capable 
of making Westminster a close borough was a task to which the 
fortune of the Baronet was not adequate. {Applause.) He would 
not detain them longer than merely to hope for unity of efforts and 
the most strenuous exertions on their parts, and then there could be 
no doubt of the result. ' • . .• . - 

After Mr. Thelwall had concluded, the assembly broke up. 
*Mr. Hunt thought a speech intended- to be spoken -against Sir 
Francis Burdett, would be as acceptable to the Whigs as a letter/not 
heard, so he tenfsmitted an oration to the- ^Morning! Gbi^oiiide as 
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idiat he meant'toliwre said, had he appeared at. the hustiogs. Th^ 
Cbronicle politely declined the in^ertioo.* . ^ . >> 

:The CommittiBe of the Reformers circuhited their handbill, contain- 
ing; as usual, the state of the poll, prefaced by. the following addrese: 

''Refobm of Parliament.— ->W£4tminster. selection* / 

'Electors of Westminster, — ^The WhigiB,thi& Tories, and 
the R^fuise of all parties, who form the .meanest and most despic- 
able of Coalitiofis, have suffered another defeat. — Yesterdaey you 
dismayed them — To-day they despair. ; . ^ 

''' Gontinue your efforts! Come to the Hustings ! Break up the 
foul Conspiracy against your Liberties ! Place Hobhousb by 
the side of your able, intrepid, and faithful Champion Burde^ttI^ 

Mr. Lamb's address was as follows : — 

"to the electors of westminsteW 

*' Gentlemen, — ^Though the nuinbers polled by my Opponent 
to-day have fallen far short of the expectations lie held ioiit, still 
what I anticipated in my address of yesterday has' proved correct; 
and he has continued to advance on the poll. It now, therefore^ 
must be (evident to you, that the call then made on the Friends c^ 
real Freedom and Independence to come forward, arose from no 
ill-founded apprehensions, but that immediate attention to it can 
alone secure our victory. With exertion, with decision; and with 
promptitude, we have a fair prospect of success^— without these the 
contest will still be lingering, and the issue uncertain: 

'^ I have the honor to be« Gentlemen, 

'^ Your most obedient and faithful Sen^nt, 

" George Lamb. « 

" General Committee Room, • 

Henrietta* street, Covent Garden" 



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUAEY ,24.— NINTH DAY. 

. There were. several complaints made on this day, as^ there had 
all along. been, of apparent partiality on the part of the. High Bailiff; 
but. whether that, gentleman was guilty or not of. uny actual. preferencci 
of one Candidate to another, it is certain that .by his decision resT 
pecting the disfraqchisement of voters by. the non-payment of tbc) 
rates, be committed an injustice fatal to the popubir cause. ^ This 
decision left the Election in a manner in the hands of the rate and 

* *^ Wehaeettcmed a speech from Mr. H. Hunt, which he intended to .deUver 
yesterday from the hustings, but was prevented. — We cannot possiMy give tuserltmi 
io ^^eeehes not spoken^^'r^Moming CkrameU, fVednesday, Feb. 24. 
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m collectan^* who htett tttriUttbeNl (Uffisimt andarfiitrarf rules r^ 
pecdng the periods of assessmeot in ihe different parishes, so ^Aigt 
many Electors soiered not only byidieirpomty hut iheir ignomdce. 
.Whesi it is recollected that Mr, Lamh's iospectm-s were these very 
collectors hired and paid by him, and the Reformers' inspectors were 
vohinteers, the effect of the High Bailiff'is decision «viU he easily 
peccqived. It is a fact tb^t nol one 9f the m^mj hundred voters 
wihQ were refused voting for Mr.Hobhptise on account of not 
having paid their rates^ was without means sufficiewt to didohsrge the 
debt, and many of those refused were persons in good circumstances, 
lo whom die usual applicabon had not hee9 load?^ It will be seen 
ako, ^at ilhis .decision partially leaives the Election lo tb^ Iqngesi 
purse, and k came indeed to the imowledge of the Reformers, tbiti 
poor rates were paid without aoy liesitation by their opponents* 
This had been practised by Sir Murray Maxwell's friends at the 
late Election fuite openly. Several of tbo^e so tiribed actually 
appear^ in the Comouttee Rpofn of the Reformers, with the 
mopey in their ham^s, and voted afterwards, by way of ijuieting their 
cojosQienqes, for SirF* Burdett. Mr. liamb's Committee wer^ 
more diwreet, but midtipU^ instances of their labours in th& same 
vineyiM^ qame daily to the iaowledge of the Refqr^rs^ Up to the 
|iV9t /day K>f this. Election^ it wa^ wt pref:i^}y known wiiat the High 

il . 'I V f* ' I ■»■ ■ in H 1 ' l U I ■ « ■ M I ■ ■ ' ; I 1 ' ■ » ' i » 1 mi ' ' ". T IJ t 'l 111%. ' "tH •• Ji . - . -'• • I j.ji. - . . rr 

* Thefie €dkcU>r$ fmre in ih^ formtr Siectim employed a^ in^ 
tpectors omihe kustk^f/orJSir Mun^asf M^smd/t; th^ w^^ wm 
employed in the mme. office far Mr. Isomb. A previom (omas 
having ascertaimd isfiho^e Elector ibpos likely 4q po$efor, no sooner 
was Aas mme onnounGed ai tie hustings than it was known to the 
colUoior pit which Mehe came : if for Lamb, no notice was taken ; 
and he was allowed to vote, however much hemig^ ^ l^ urrears^ — 
tf for Hothouse, he was immediately objected to by the collector, 
if a portion of poor^s-rate (for a time arbitrarily Jixed upon by the 
collector himself) remained unpaid; and the High-Bailiff on the 
mere ipse dixit of the rate^ollector refused his pot^, t. e. disfranchised 
him. Some hundreds were thus disfranchised, but a much larger 
number notchnsir^ t0 be exposed, 4egraded, and turned bade, kepi 
away from the place of poUing, Such 9ms ihe extent to which 
this system of di^franchieemeni wns carried, ihat Electors who 
tendered payment with their votes were reused to be polled, and 
whenever any Elector h^d once been reused, if he went im* 
mediately and paid the rate, and returned to the hustings, hisv^e 
was peremptorily r^ected^ 

In a great number of cases^ payment was demanded for the 
quarter not [dueufttil the Eflster following; and some who paid 
up to 'Christmas, rec^omtl^ly stypponng they h(^ paid all thfitwa^, 
due, were notwithstanding rejected. 



191 

Bailiff wchAA admit ' as « generoi ipile vespediiq; die mkm. At 'ooe 
'time it was understood fhit those Electors who bad beco carried 
rottnd lo him after rejection foy the in^ectovs, and rejected also by 
-him^ cotfld not pi^ *ljieir rates and w>te aftjenvards. At another 
time the contrary permissioH was thought to prevail. The unoei^ 
^ainfy kept back very many v^eters* IFhe hwing of the ooUeotois «s 
•mspeGtors^ve the Whigs the ^ame •advantage as was possessed by 
-Sir M. Maxwell at the last Etection^ when 170' 'bad votes were 
|>6lled in one day ; the Heformers not having the precise means dt 
knowing whether the pretended Electors were rated or oot^ and 
'Copies of the rate books not being admitted as evidence. In short, 
tbecdttMniind of money always has 'given and always must give a coo^ 
-siidierable advantage to any Candidate^ even where is no^actual legal 
4bi^ibery-^and-Aie total want even of the fair means ofpromofiiig fhm 
cause by publishing and printii^y and conveyit% BledtOKs to tbt 
poll/ was added to the other disadvantages wlneh must attach tp 
those who oppose the court and the aristocracy in 4ie metropolis. 
- Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hdbhouse were present at se^send 
parochial meetings tfiis mormng. But towar^fc the afternoon^ at 
vrhich period the Electors in the popular cause ttlways^some to peft 
rather than in the hours devoted to their trades, there mm « heavy 
<8torni of rain and $now which continued until after the <jlose of the 
poll, and die electors in many quarters deferred eomin|rito theliust^ 
ings. ^bis gave a considerable superiority to Mr. Lamb's particans 
who 'flocked from the public offieesj ^irfaich, jt being Ash Wednes^ 
day^ vi^ere this day shut. 

The booths and the ground'in front of the huslingS'Was4hron|ged ^t 
the close of the pdlL The immense line of umbrellas stretcbin^ quite 
across Govern Garden, presented e ourions spectacle; but there was, 
jierbaps, something more singular in the patience and good humour 
•vrith whidi the thousands assembled, in spite of all partial protec- 
tion, suffered themselves to he drenched with rain, for the sake 
of the pit>posed gratification. 

Mr. Lamb and his friends appeared at the usual time, and tfa^ 
Meating and hissing continued until Mr. Hobhouse and Sir Franck 
!Bordett came forward, and were received widi the^most unqusilified 
tokens of applause^ The poll 



Hobhouse • . . . sigl : . . 2297 
Cartwright. ... , . . 37 
Lamb . ... . 390 . . . 2659 

It was received in sUenoeby the people, and .by cheers from the 
gentlemen with Mr. Lamb. Tbk ^brought down fresh bleatings^ 
when Mr. HoHipu^e H:ame forward, and jraa most loudly cbeeml. 
He«aid«<*« 
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: Gtatleveii-^This u a bad day for U8| in more 'seifMS thail oiie, 
the weaifaer has been- so unfavourable as to prevent a ^reat number 
of abose who would .otherwise have come forward in your cause, 
•from coming io the poll. L Was- not aware yesterday, when I pro- 
mised you greater success, that this day was a holiday at the public 
Offices, andthat of courte our opponents had leisure: to bring up 
a great array of persons in the employ of government against us. 
Though Irwas aware that our opponents bad the support of govero*- 
naent; yet, I was not sensible until the present moment, that the 
Coalition was so complete! 

The .Whig Candidate, in an advertisement published this day, 
appeals- to the friends of real freedom and independence for their 
support. I suppose thei;», that as he particularly directs hjs exhprtar 
tion to ;the friends of real freedom and independence, to come up 
•ag^iq^ you; he means to insiniiate, : that 'you, who have so- long 
.upheld what we so foolishly cdl ** the Independence of Westminster,^' 
haye been the advocates of slavish dependence ; and that your worthy 
^Representative, Sir : Francis Burdett, instead of being the Repre- 
aentative of the real wishes.and septim^nts of the Electors'of West- 
jiiiQster,-has, in fact, been returned only by the friends of false 
freedom and truckling dependence ! , ' .' 

. . iThe chief merit of a Whig, must,' as I suppose, consist in his 
.opposition to Ministers. JNow/*! wish to know on what account a 
: Whig should at the present moment come forward to attempt > to 
deprive you of your rights — you who since 1807^ have returned both 
your Representatives, although before that period, the Wh^, by 
all their efforts,- could hardly return one! - I do not understand how 
this Whig who rests his claim to public considerbtion on. his oppo- 
sUion to the views of government, can come forward against .a 
popular cause like yours, while you are engaged in continuing your 
efforts to return two Members, who would oppose that government ! 
The time was, when, notwithstanding all the efforts, of the Whigs> 
you were obliged to submit to have one Cinque Port Member; out 
of* the two ^bom you retumed ! — You will all. recollect, that Mr. 
jFoz was obliged to have an Admiralty Co-partner ! Why it is you 
jire called, and by the Whigs too, the friends of /a&e freedom, and 
not of independence, you who have rescued Westminster from this 
thraldom, remains for them to explain. ^ I cannot understand, why 
they should object to your returning your own Representatives, freely 
and without interference^ save and except it is, that they wish to 
have, as formerly, the sole nomination of one of your Candidates. 
I can only thus account for their objections 'to* your returning two 
decided opposition Members ; two, who, thoujgh they did netbelong 
to'the regiment, would always be found sitting'and voting on the 
tame side of the Housefprith their Battalion. — {Jpplause.) r.f>' ^ 

For three months past, you have been exerting yourselves to 
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support your independence. During that period, you presented 
.such a face to the Court Candidate, as to drive him completely out 
of the field.* Th^ Whigs gave you no assisiat/ce! They said they 
would maintain an armed neutrality ; that they should like to see 
^** what sort of a battle, the Reformers would make against the Court." 
« 'I complaiii of their conduct in this instance to the Independent 
Electors of Westminster. During nearly three months exertions, 
you heard nothing of their intention to interfere ; but, when they 
found you bad effectually expelled, the Court Candidate, they trea^ 
-tiherous/y (1 hope t do not use too strong a phrase) came forward 
to rob you of the fruits of your Victory. This is a plain statement 
^ the conduct of the Whigs, without any exaggeration. I appeal 
lo you then, to know whether it is not a fact, that at the time your 
efforts were exertefd to support your rights against the machinations 
of government, the Wfiigs stood by and did nothing* As to the 
motives which impelled them to this line of conduct, I think it 
candid to state, that my insignificance, of which I have a proper idea, 
might have been some' small inducement; but yet, it could only have 
•been ^ email on^^ fbr I cannot believe, that it is against fTze, that 
.tbey We put themselves in their present array. Mo, I'll tell you 
Against what and against whom they direct their hostility. It is 
'UsainBt the paramount question of Reform of Parliament! — Against 
this their efforts are directed, but above all, and confessedly so, to 
{Mill down ' the character of your great Representative, Sir Francis 
Burdett 1 , Every body knows that this is the fact. If they dared 
to speak the truths this would he found their real aim, and end. 
J do. not say they hired a man to malign his character ; but at the 
iBomeiit the Ruffian who used to stand at that corner of the hustings, 
calumniated it, they «howed no feelings of disinclination to hear him 
-*-Mf« it was that the Whig Candidate, in mock condolence, said 
he was really sofry that tiie Honorable Baronet appeared to lose 
his influence with ihe people. I shall say nothing of the extreme 
modesty,, delicacy and propriety of a young man, (pointing to Mr. 
Lamb) taunting ^ou with the falling off of your favor towards your 
Representative. I shall say nothing of the decency that prompted 
. him to rejoice that he was likely to be the instrument of pulling 
down the fame of three and twenty years public virtue and services. 
He and his friends will live to rue this intemperate triumph over the 
feelings of ihose who returned such a Representative to be the advo- 
cate of 4heir rights — a Representative too, who was not only known 
in Westminster, but in every part of England, as the undaunted 
Champion of the People. 

The Whig Party had no right to come forward here on popular 
pretexts, to snatch, from you your independence. I have seen a 
banner inscribed, '' Lamb and Liberty ! " Can it be possible to 
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put together two more incoi^ruous words? What the kmd of 
liberty is which they destioe for you, their efforts sufficiently evince ! 
I am perpetually hearing complaints from Electors of the tyran- 
nical influence which our opponents employ to bring voters to the 
poll. I know not what thei/ call ** liberty,'' but I am sure 
you will not wish to have your liberties handed over to the great 
families at the West End of the Town, who would lord it over the 
people, and prescribe to you whom you should choose to be your 
Representative. 

There is an important question which ought to have been de- 
cided before we came to the hustings ; that is the question of the 
payment of Poor Rates, the nonpayment of which, according to the 
decision of the High Bailiff, is disfranchisenient. This surely 
cannot be either law or reason. The present returning officer in 
this case acts upon his own precedents, and as I understand upon the 
decisions of two Committees of the House of Commons ; but the 
Shaftesbury Case in 1812, (which is later than the two he acts upon) 
is contrary to those decisions. It is surely very absurd to say, that 
when the Collectors have an opportunity of distraining for arrears 
of rates, they should be invested with the power of disfranchising. 
It is very absurd to imagine, that the nonpayment of a debt, either 
to the public or an individual, should be punished with the dis«- 
franchisement of the debtor. See the state in which this places the 
people ! The pressure of the times has in fact put it in the power 
of the High Bailiff to diminish the franchises of the pepple : so 
that the corruption which caused this deplorable defalcation, is to 
make it the means of still further oppression. That is, in fact, that 
they who are rendered poor and distressed and miserable by taxation, 
should be also made to suffer in their civil rights. The consequence of 
this conduct is, that by the number of Electors who have been thus 
disfranchised, / have lost a majority on the present poll. You ought 
from this very circumstance, to be more watchful whom you should 
retuni for Westminster, when you see that this decision has the 
effect of restricting your elective franchise at the moment when, 
in common with the whole kingdom, you are demanding an extent 
sion of that valuable right.* 

I hope it will not b^ deemed presumptuous and arrogjimt for me 
to entreat that you will hear my opponent. I should have made this 
request earlier, but that I recollected when a friend of mine made 
a similar remark at the last Election, he was described by the Whigs, 
as being arrogant and presumptuous for making it. I shall not, 
however, be deterred from incurring a similar imputation, but again 
request that you will give my opponent a fair hearing, 

* See case of Mr, Martin, App. A, 
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Mr. tlobhouse was^ during the vihole of this speech, frequentl)^ 
interrupted by enthusiastic applause, and at its conclusion the people 
testified their approbation by repeated shouts. 

When Mr. Lamb appeared in front, these shouts were changed 
for hootings from the whole assembly, except in the hustings, where 
he was cheered by his own friendsy and received in silence by those 
of Mr. Hobhouse. Mr. LaMb, however, persisted, and though 
the opposition to him rather increased than diminished, spoke thus, 
as reported in the Morning Chronicle: — 

He wished they would at least suffer the cry of Lamb and 
Liberty, of which his Opponent complained, to prevail in the 
qualified form of Lamb and Liberty of Speech. Though the last 
hour had been stormy, the morning had been as fine as his Oppo- 
nent wished yesterday, when he told them that all he wanted to 
enable bim to head the whole poll was a fine day. Yesterday he 
represented himself as short in his expected numbers, because the 
morning was bad — to-day, because the evening is so. So that it is 
impossible for the heavens themselves to please him. The poll had 
to-day been in his own favour, but the battle was not won. His 
Opponent would yet bring up numbers, which must be met by ex- 
ertion on the part of his own friends. It was some days since he 
had been able to address them, so that he had been prevented from 
proceeding in the study of oratory with their attention and his Op- 
ponent's tuition, as he nad promised early in the contest. However, 
though his Opponent had for some days had it all to himself, and 
had been able to advance what assertions and arguments he had 
chosen, uncontradicted and unrefuted, still he had not been thought 
entirely competent to the office of his own trumpeter. — {Shouts of 
disapprobation.) Some old instruments had been dragged forth to 
complete the concert of his praises. One, in particular, had played 
its old tunes over and over with unusual vehemence, but, though its 
tones were formerly highly approved here, the metal has now been 
thought unsound, and many of the notes false. — {A snow-ball here 
saluted the speaker; Mr. Lamb caught it, and bowed.) He had 
been accused by his Opponent of want of modesty in his mention of 
the Honorable Baronet. This, indeed, comes well from those 
who had employed themselves before this assembly, when they knew 
nobody could be heard in answer, in reviling all that has for years 
been acknowledged to be patriotic and praiseworthy amoiig the living 
and the dead ; nor could he fail to admire the modesty of his Op- 
^ponent, who would represent the popularity and political eminence 
of the Baronet, whom he so highly panegyrised, as wholly depend- 
ing on his own success in the 'present contest.— (Here more noise, 
and cries of Nor ''NoT' ''He never did.*' ''Qfr "Offr) 
He perceived how complete a mockery were the requests that he 
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196 

night be heard| but perfaaps k was better to be thus overwhelmed 
with rtoise, than to accept an audience of the people of -Westminsteir 
as a boon from any one.-^ Noise increasing.) As he could not 
make hiipself heard, he must bid them good night, and wish for a 
finer evening to-morrow. 

Mr. Lamb retired with his friends. 

Sir Francis Burdett was then called forward, and was 
received with even more than usual enthusiasm : he then said,-— " 

Gentlemen^ — After the eloquent speech you have just heard from 
Mr. Hobhouse, and in the present state of the weather {it snowed 
very fast), I should be sorry to detain you above a very few minutes. 
I canuot congratulate you this day on the state of the Poll.< I can- 
not congratulate you on the success of the cause we are. endeavour- 
ing to support ; biit I can congratulate Mr. Lamb at not being this 
day seen in that unseemly company in which he was placed on former 
days. I do sincerely congratulate Mr. Lamb, that he is without the 
associate who used to stand on the same plank with him. I do this 
with the heartfelt sincerity with which he gave me his condolence 
for having, lost, as he was pleased to say, the good opinion of my 
countrymen. I think it very possible that an honest and upright 
man in the straight forward path of his duty, should by delusion and 
misrepresentation, have lost the good opinion of some of his coun- 
trymen. ' God forbid I should alter the course which 1 was convinced 
it was right to pursue, from any fear of losing for a time the good 
opinion of my constituents, because I am convinced that truth in 
the end must triumph, and that then the man who has suffered by 
temporary unpopularity will be placed higher than he was before in 
the public' esteem —when a man's principles are founded upon ho- 
nesty and truth, he need never stand in awe of any changes of popu- 
lar sentiment. One of the great reasons which have induced me to 
stand here from day to day is to ascertain whether the fact be, that 
I have lost any part of the confidence you reposed in me, and also 
because I desire to shew you I am not afraid of any enemy who may 
wish to arraign my conduct. I appear here ready to explain the, 
principles of my conduct, and to answer any questions which may. 
be put to me, relative to the public principles which I have made 
the rule of my public life. I came here to day, particularly to an- 
swer the charge ' which was brought yesterday against me by Mr. 
Bowie. — ('He is a turncoat,* said somebody in the crowd.) I do 
not know any thing of Mr. Bowie, he niay be a turncoat, but the. 
charge he brought against me, is not from a . turncoat, but from 
Major Cartwright. Yoii would not hear the charges yesterday, but 
they are published this day in the Morning Chronicle. I was asked 
these three questions: — ^the First was, Why I thought the Major 
did iiot wish to be in parliament ?-— the Second, Why, I thought he 
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could not be carried into parliament^ supposing he had our support? 
— the Third was, What charges the Major countenanced, which he 
was conscious were false as put forth against me in the writings of 
Mr.Cobbett? 

As to the first question, . I knew indeed that the Major had been 
put in nomination in three places, Nottingham, Boston, and Thet- 
ford, but I did not collect from this, and I certainly did not think, 
that because a man stood as a candidate, there was any reason to 
brieve he wished to be in parliament : for I knew, that that honest 
arid able man, and true and real friend of his country, Mr. John 
Home Tooke, had stood on these Hustings, when he bad no 
n6tion of obtaining a seat. He came here, not in the expectation 
of getting into Parliament, but to expose the juggles of faction, and 
to assert those principles of freedom, of which during his whole life, 
and that a long one, he had been the honestesl and ablest advocate. 
As to the second question, it was from my knowledge of the feelings 
of. the Electors of Westminster, and the Major's own experience of 
his attemt)t, that I thought it impossible his election could be car- 
ried : that being my opinion, as it was and is, I was bound to speak 
it out honestly, to those who put the question ; and it ought not to 
be considered a want of regard for the Major, or any unwillingness 
to pay him the respect he deserves, that I declared, what I thought to 
the Electors, and concurred in the necessity of putting in nomination 
a Candidate, more likely to meet the general support of the Electors 
of Westminster, and who was a staunch promoter of our great cau^. 
r see in the Morning Chronicle of this day, the Major says, 
diat I was incorrect in supposing he meant to convey an opinion 
that I was likely to follow the Duke of Richmond's example, and 
give up my opinions for a place-^the Major says he only meant to 
place the Duke of Richmond's example before me, but not to iiist- 
nuate that 1 should desert the Cause of Freedom. I give him credit 
for meaning only what he says he means ; but when he says, that a 
man is not a rogue, and that he only means to say he iTzoy be one, 
the explanation is hardly very courteous. It reminds me of what 
Falstaff says in the play, — ** If you call this backing your friends, a 
plague upon such backing.'' The Major challenges me to put in 
proof of his having countenanced any of the insinuations of Mr. 
Cobbett, which he knew to be false. ' What I imputed to the Ma* 
jor was, that.by not contradicting the statements which he knew were 
not true, he did to a certain extent coiuitenance other falsehoods of 
that writer. Without mentioning any thing that can be deemed of a 
private or particular nature, I only call to mind the statement of 
Mr. Cobbett, . that / paid the expenses of the Westminster Com- 
mittee, and paid all their attendance, that it was / who paid what 
he calls tfie Rump— that it was I who paid Mr. Cleary for insulting 
Mt. Hunt — that it was 1 who paid for forging a Letter^ or for a 
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letter which was a pretended forgery. The Major knew all these 
statements to be false^ Mr. Cieary was no agent of mine, but he 
was Major Cartwright^s agent, and he was Major Cartwright's own., 
private secretary at the time Mr. Cobbett said he was my agents to 
carry on the intrigues of what he pleased to call the Rump. When 
the Major alluded to the statements of this writer^ he might at least 
have said that he knew a part to be false^ and that therefore a will- 
ing credit ought not to be given to the rest. I freely give the Major 
credit for being a man of honour, but, when I was attacked by him, 
I was bound to repel hb accusation in the way that appeared to me . 
most effectual. 

One of the charges made against me in the Morning Chronicle, 
yesterday, is of all the various charges which have been urged, the 
only one to which I must plead guilty ; yet, though true in the let- 
ter, it is not quite true in the meaning, which the writer wishes to . 
convey. He says, that we have *'eaten salt together*^ — ^his intention 
by using this expression, I dare say, is to insinuate that a great inti- 
macy subsisted between the proprietor and me.^^We did *' eat salt 
together." — I dined with the Editor of the Chronicle once, and it is 
the only act in my life of which I am ashamed. 

But, these are things of small and trifling import. Let me 
conjure you, as our duties advance, and as the means of compulsion . 
which our opponents wield, begin to increase, that you will continue 
your exertions with unabated energy. You will not wonder if I, . 
whose whole life has been up-hill in support of liberty, should not 
be disheartened. If our cause were hopeless, instead of being full 
of hopes, I would still continue my exertions to promote it. I 
should stilt have to say, 1 had shrunk from no duty which 1 ought to 
have fulfilled ; and however unfavourable might be the result, that 
no part of that failure could be imputed to me. If we exert our- 
selves, we have every prospect of success. Wherever I have been, 
the feelings of the public are with us ; and, I have no doubt, that 
in the end we shall succeed. Our voters cannot be drilled like those 
of our Opponents ; but I have the utmost reliance they will come in 
time to the Poll, to secure in this great cause, the independence 
and triumph of Westminster, and that it will not be deserted by you, 
who have so justly acquired the character of being the most inde- 
pendent and enlightened body in the kingdom. 

Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse then withdrew, amidst 
continued plaudits. 

Mr. Cleary next addressed the meeting, but from his severe 
indisposition it was impossible for him to be generally hear^, not- 
withstanding all the attention paid to him. v 

He most cordially agreed with all that the Honorable Baronet 
bad said respecting the insinuations Mr. Cobbett had thrown out, 
of his being paid by the Honorable Baronet for opposing Mr. 
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Hunt. He denied that there was any foundation for such allegations 
of Mr. Cobbetti and he challenged any man to prove that he had 
ever received a single sixpence from the Honorable Baronet for 
that purpose. He had been charged by Mr. Thelwall yesterday 
vfith having coalesced with Mr. Hunt, and becoming thereby the 
mouthpiece of the committee of Major Cartwright. He was not 
astonished at such a charge, and could only pity the man who was 
foolish enough to believe it. — (Loud cheers.) Never'had he formed 
such a coalition — never had he acceded to it, and he would scorn 
ever to make such a mean sacri6ce of principle. The letter in the 
New Times, written and signed by Mr. Hunt, charged him with 
lieing supported by a female, but he in the most unqualified manner 
denied that, and challenged any human being to produce the slight- 
est evidence, or shddow of evidence, that such was the case. — (Loud 
and long applause.) Assertions of that nature were base in the ex- 
treme ; but satisfied in his conscience, and before his God, that he 
was free from any grounds of making them, lie could only say that 
he would treat them with that contempt which the efforts of male- 
volence deserved. Considering his present state of health, he would 
not have presumed to address them, had he not felt that by not 
conoing fo;rward he was subjecting himself to base imputations on 
his character. — {Loud applause,) 

Mr. Jones and Mr. Hunt not having thought it advisable to 
appear this day, and nobody coming forward on behalf of Major 
Cartwright, who for several days had not polled a single vote, it 
was generally supposed the Major had withdrawn, and the Times 
announced it as a fact* The meeting broke up about five o'clock. 

The Reformers circulated the following hand-bill, with the state 
of the poll: — 

'Preform of parliament.— Westminster election. 

" Electors of Westminster! — ^To-day being a Holiday at all the 
Public Offices, the Dependents of the Government were polled 
against you. 

'* You despise the Enemy, but in your security you suffer him to 
steal upon you. 

" It is not enough that you obtain a Victory at the conclusion of 
the Election— you should gain a Victory every day, and thus shew 
to the Country that the despicable and degraded Coalition to 
destroy your Freedom is powerless when opposed to the People's 
WILL. 

" Reform is your object — your great — ^your only object — to 
promote th^ object place HOBHOUSE by the side of BUR- 
DETT-'' 

* Times, Thursday, February 25. 
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Mr. Lamb thanked the- Reformers io these terms : — 

" TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF WESTMINSTER. 

*' Gentlemen, — It is my duty to return you Thanks for yoyr re- 
newed alacrity in hastening to the Poll ; it has again turned m my 
favour, but the majority is much too small to insure success against 
the unremitting and extraordinary efforts of your adversaries. On 
the Friends of REAL FREEDOM and INDEPENDENCE f 
repeat my call. Though my opponent would deny that denomina- 
tion to any but his own supporters, I cannot but consider that the 
trial of years has confirmed to* the followers of those Patriots whose 
principles I profess, that title \ii4iich he would arrogate to unintelli- , 
gible theory and undefined innovation. All is fair before us if we' 
speedily seize the opportunity, nor sacrifice to an over-confidence 
the success that an active zeal will command. 

" I have the honour to be, 
" Your faithful and obedient servant, 

" George Lame. 

" General Committee Room, 
Henrietta-street, Covent Garden" 

. ■ i ' < 

The rage of the Whigs at discovering how totally they had mis«. 
calculated their popularity in Westminster, now knew no bounds, 
and, before they had learned the event of this day's polling, they 
vented it in a long letter in the Morning Chronicle, which, as it- 
certainly came from authority, and may be supposed to contain all 
the charges that the Whigs can make against Sir Francis Burdett for 
the whole of his public career, it has been thought advisable to in- 
sert it, especially as Mr. Hobhouse alluded to it in his speech of 
the following day : — 

''to the editor of the morning chronicle. 

'' Sir,— The language and conduct of the Burdettitea are intc)-/ 
lerable. (a) My objections to them are, not that they are Levellers 



The reader will, perhaps, not be displeased with some observa- 
tions on this Whig. 

(a) He has seen what Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse 
have said and done during this election — and can judge for himself, 
whether their language and conduct had been such as not to be borne^ 
apd whether the personalities and the insults did not tome from 
and remain with the Whigs. Mr. Lamb opened his fire at once on 
the day of nomination, by comparing Mr. Hobhouse to Jack Cade ; 
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or Repubiicaiis> because such sentiiiients, though eitoneduSinnay be 
honorable anc) respectable; but that they shew neither consistentey 
nor gratitude ; that they have no scruple in denouncing, not merely 
as delects in the system of Government^ but as pepsonal crimes, 
those very acts, which (hey practise themselves^ and encourage when* 
practised in their favour, (b) A person may consistently mi , for a 
rotten Borough, and even buy^h^^ seat, and yet think that such; 
Boroughs should' be suppressed, and no seats < be so close as to be 
bought; but what shall we say of a man, who, like Sir F. Burdett, 
btiys a seat for Aldborough or Boroughbric^e, obtains popularity 
for his conduct in Parliament^ to which he is introduced by pur" 



and. his other pleasantries, siich as that his opponent was Joe Miller 
the second, and the trumpeter of his own praises, did, we believe, 
provoke no parallel language from Mr. Hobhouse—- to say nothing 
of the gross language daily [published in the Morning Chronicle, 
both in the .character of the editor, and ••.purporting to be (the 
4ipplavded speeches of Messrs. Hunt and Jones, which they 
were not. . . . , : ; • ^ 

(Jb) What persons did Sir Frapcis Burdett and Mr. Hobhpuse de-* 
Qounce ?— -what acts of corruption and compulsion,, which thej 
charged upon their opponents, did they practise themselves! ? They 
denounced no individuals*<-they did not practise one of these acts. 
The Whig writer, if he be rightly guessed at, has before made these 
random charges in private — he has been corrected in private — -he is 
now corrected in public : he is told his assertion is .false— absolutely 
false. Moreover, he is asked whether Sir Francis Burdett has been 
consistent, or whether the* Whigs have been consistent. Read 
the second speech ever made by Sir Francis Burdett, it was in 
1797> on Reform— does it not tally exactly withbis last speech? 
Has he fallen away from the opinions prpfeised.by him in 1797 i 
Have the Whigs fallen away? What says the country i What say 
the Whigs themselves i Lord Grey himself said that he did not hold 
the same opinions on Reform as formerly ; but the reader may see 
this point settled in the '' Reply to Lord Erskinb," and ia 
the " Defence of the People " As for want of graliiude, 
let it he asked, did Sir Francis Burdett ever refuse his vpte^ to the 
side on which the Whigs voted, whenever they- were (rue to their 
own professions f — Never. The complaint is reduced to the fact, 
that when they^ and Mr. Fox at the head of them, deserted their 
own principles in 1B06, and incurred the contenipt oftbe country. 
Sir Francis Burdett would not desert his own principles, and share 
the contempt of the country with them. 
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chase, and then does not satisfy himself with saying, that Reform i^ 
necessary; but broadly states^ that, rebus sic stantibus, whoever 
buys or sells a seat is a rogue, and that a Boroughmoiiger is almost 
synonymous to a thief ?(c^ Again, he spends 80,000/. in a Mid- 
dlesex Elecdon— a good reason, no doubt, for saying, that another 
system, less corrupt and less expensive, would be preferable ; but 
how can he, who has bought vot^ by wholesale, who has practised 
and encouraged every electioneering art in Middlesex, maintain, that 
the man who brings up an Elector by influence, persuasion, or in- 
terest, is a perjured wretch ; and that he forsooth^ who worked so 
hard to obtain a seat by such means, would disdain to accept such 
assistance ? (d) Did no ladies in coroneted chariots canvass for 
him ? — Many ; and even some who now canvass against him. And 
why do they canvass against hioi, or, rather, his Nominee i Not 
merely because he pushes his opinions on Reform to extremes, (for 



(c) Positively false. Sir Francis Burdett never said such a thing 
in his life ; he, on the contrary, has often declared that he would 
be glad to assist in the regular purchase of a seat in parKament, 
in order to procure one more vote in parliament towards a reform 
of parliament. He has denounced the boroughmongers who pro- 
fess that they wish to continue the boroughmonger system ; but he 
has not denounced the borough proprietors as individuals, neither 
has he ever said that some of their nominees might not have ap- 
peared inclined to favour Reform of Parliament. 

{d) Does the Whio mean to praise the extravagance of the 
Middlesex Election, or to blame it ? According to his own story, 
the Whigs encouraged Sir Francis Burdett hi this effort, and assisted 
him ; they must blame him then now, for havhfig made in 1807 his 
former (^claration, that he never would again spend a farthing 
tc^wards the promotion of his own election ; and for having acted 
upon it since, and having thereby contributed mainly to the new 
system in Westminster, to hint diat Sir Francis would willingly 
renew the same efforts which were made for him in Middlesex, 
though he has given his solemn assurance that he would not ; and 
has notoriously since that assurance never varied from that decla- 
ration, is insolent ; and is insinuating that to be true which all 
Westminster knows to be fake. If this Whig has been rightly 
pointed out,- the same Whig said in private, that Sir Frimcis 
Bbrdet spent 8000/. on his election in 1818^ and said he knew it — 
a^in positively false. Sir Francis Burdett did not spend a single 
shilling on that occasion, and a debt of several hundred pounds still 
remains unpaid. 
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v;e» must grant bis oiMiiiops to be to. the full as variably as those of 
different persons in other parties) but because^ after associating with 
public men^ after accepting and loudly commending their generous 
support against danger and power, he suddenly, and without fresh 
provocation, (e) reviles them for transactions long since [^st, mis- 
represents dieir expressions and their conduct, and siiewsthe greatest 
rancour against those, from whom he has received the greatest ob- 
ligations, and towards whom he has professed the most unqualified 
respect, {f) He witnessed the exertions of Mr. Fox in favour of 
liberty^n the protection of those who had been his bitterest foes. 



(e) Sir Francis Burdett's association with the Whigs, has been 
confined to opposing Ministers : he has often voted with them, not 
for them. When did he accept and loudly commend their generous 
support against danger and power ? Was it when they joined the 
Minister to send him to the Tower ? If he did commend them 
when they acted well, so much the more candid he, who knew 
they hated him ; and so much the more base they, who pretended, 
that such a commendation was a token of gratitude for services 
which they never performed. What does the Whig mean by sudden 
and without provocation If Was the sudden and treacherous starting 
of a Whig against the Reformers in Westminster no provocation ? 
I>id the Whigs believe that when they brought the whole force of 
the Aristocracy against the cause of Reform in Westminster, Sir 
Francis Burdett, the champion of that cause, should be so cow- 
ardly, so ungrateful to those who had supported him for twelve 
years, as to let that only champion stand idly by ? Be it remem- 
bered that Sir Francis never uttered a word against these persons 
until the Election shewed they were resolved to oppose the People. 
Be it also remembered, that the Whigs made the first attack on Sir 
Francis Burdett^ in the Chronicle and on the hustings. 

(/) When did Sir Francis Burdett revile the Whigs, except for 
their abandonment of Reform i He spoke the truth-r-he never re- 
viled them, it is the Whigs who always talk of transactions long, 
pasty and challenge glory for them. Tlte Whig administration in 
1806 is not so long past as the Middlesex Election in ldO£, and 
yet the Whig attacks Sir Francis Burdett for that. Sir Francis 
Burdett never misrepresented their expressions; never— he never 
showed rancour against them ; he never received the greatest obliga- 
tions from them. When he expressed unqualified respect for them, 
it was when they behaved welh He never bound himself by the 
slightest tie to the party. All these charges are gratuitous and 
false. 
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He Witnessed his noble, unaffected, aiid magnaninious kindness^ to 
Home Tooke, vibo had spent a hfe in libelling him and his friends ; 
and then', when Mr. Fox was scarcely cold in his grave, to gratify^ 
the unrelenting malignity of the same Home Tooke, he called 
Mr. Fox ii'onically, '^ the best of Patriots/' and asked the people of* 
England, ^' what the best of Patriots had ever done for them ?" Qf) 
Time, a concurrence of opinion on some, though not on all public* 
subjects, and one merit which. he unquestionably possesses, viz. a 
feeling of compassion for distress, and indignation against personal* 
instances of tyranny, gradually softened the resentment which the 
Whigs had naturally felt at this unjust, ungenerous, and unmanly 
conduct. Another crisis arose. The Habeas Corpus Act was 
again suspended, and the violent or visionary. Reformers were mag- 
nified into a formidable party, and exposed to persecution and in« 
justice, to suit the purposes of the Ministry, and gratifjr their Tory 
supporters ? What do the Whigs i They step forward, if not with 
equal ability, (for where is another Mr. Fox) at least with equal 
carelessness of consequences, with equal generosity to those, who 
had been uniformly unfriendly to them, and both in Lords and 
Commons resist the measures of their persecutors, and vindicate the 
Reformers as far as, they can, without adopting their opinions. (A) 
What followed ? Approbation, professions of gratitude, praises of 
the name of Russell, veneration for the memory of Fox, assurances 
of a disposition to co-operate, expressions of returning confidence. 



(g) The opinion of Sir Francis fiurdett respecting Mr. Fox's 
conduct, changed when Mr. Fox's conduct changed ; . and when vthe 
opinion of all England changed respecting Mr. Fox. This whole 
charge only amounts to Sir Frauds Burdett telling the acknow-; 
ledged' truth, namely, that: Mr*. Fox, who had promised never 
to come into place without bargaining for the recovery of the 
People's rights, had come in without such a bargain, and had dis- 
appointed the People. The whole charge arises from the hatred 
and malice felt then, and still felt by the Whigs, that in. the 
almost universal desertion of the Public cause, there should have, 
been one man still true to himself and to. the People; and whoseso- 
litary example stood as a reproach to their apostacy. 

(A) The reader is referred to the. Parliamentary Debates for 18 17^ 
to see what was the conduct of the Whigs as a party on this ocean 
sion ; and what Mr. Pousonby, the leader, said of the Report of 
the Secret Committee ; and what was their general language re»r 
pecting the Parliamentary Reformers. 
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attend the progress of these discussions ; (i) but scarcely are they 
dosed, when the Burdett -Committee begin to insinuate that one 
/action is as bad as another, and they, who pique themselves on 
not being party men, openly profess on the hustings, that it is better 
to admit a Candidate,, who supports the measures they, hate, pro- 
i^ded their favourite is at the bead of the poll, than to see such a 
man as Romilly first on the li8t.(j) In other words, they are ready 
to sacrifice a seat in the House of Commons to the idle, unprofitable 
triumph of one man ; and yet these are the pure, abstract Patriots^ 
who decry party, and profess to look to measures, not to men ! (k) 



(i) Positively false. — ^The Westminster Reformers have generally 
invited certain of the Whigs to their annual dinner ; and whenever 
they acted for the People!, (the Reformers) have, as part of the People, 
been ready to shew their satisfaction ; but this they did as masters 
whose praise was worth having ; not as slaves surrendering their opi- 
nions, and binding themselves to perpetual applause of all conduct of 
every kind* They do not forget that when Mr. Fox was a Re« 
former, and opposed^ the war against freedom, he had conferred a 
Jasting obligation on his countrymen : but the Westminster Re- 
formers, from the moment they emancipated themselves from the 
chains of party in ISO?^ have never been so base or. so deceitful 
as to shew the least inclination again to wear them ; and when the 
names of Russell' and of Fox are made use of only to dazzle their 
understandings and to cheat them of the fruits of their experience, 
they always doy and always will, vindicate their right to a free 
choice of their Representatives, without any dictation. from any 
political party whatever. . . * : 

(J) Positively false. This alludes to Mr. Kinnaird's declaration at 
the late Election. Mr. Kinnaird only said that the Reformers should 
be true to their principles, . and to the man who had so long repre- 
sented them, without looking to the right or to the left. He never 
did say it was better to admit Sir Murray Maxwell. The fact is 
that the Whigs having divided more than 2000 votes, with Sir 
Murray Maxwell,' wanted also to get all the second votes of Sir 
Francis Burdett. They tried to do this by dispersing cards at the 
Reformer^'. Committees, by asking those who intended to vote for 
Sir Francis Burdett, to breakfast with them; and by every dirty 
elcfctioneering art. Had (hey succeeded, they. would have been 2000 
a-head of Sir Francis Burdett on the poll, and, forgetting that they 
bad his second votes, would have sworn that they gave him theirs, 
and actually brought him in. 

{k) See the reason (i) why the Reformers did not ask for second 
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On the loss of RomiUyy (who, by the bye, voted and 8j|>dke in Far* 
liament at least ten timeB in fovonr of popular rights and popular 
measures where Burdett has spoken once) the "first step taken is to 
.publish a hand-billy the work of Place and the Committee, in 
which Mr. Fox is represented as having cajoled, bought, sold, 
and enslaved Westminster for twenty years; and Mr. Douglas 
Kinnaird is said to be the only man, who can secure the triumph 
of freedom and purity of election. (J) Afterwards, however, an 



votes for Romilly ; they knew the men with whom they had to deal, 
and have been perfectly justified ; for even as it was, though Sir 
Samuel Romilly bad only 453 plumpers-^while Sir Murray Max- 
well had £204-'-4md Sir Francis Burdett 2308 — ^yet the Whigs actu- 
ally represented themselves as having returned Sir Francis Burdett. 

(/) False again. No such hand-bill was published by Mr. 
Place and the Committee. Mr. Place having heard that Captain 
Maxwell was to be started, circulated a hand-bill, recommending 
•Mr. Kinuaird. This was before any Meeting had been held, but 
when the Committee of Electors assembled, they resolved not 
to re-publish that bill, but to call for the decision of a Public 
Meeting before they would name any one* Mr. Fox's name was not 
mentioned in the bill, which was as follows : — 

^ REFORM OF PARLIAMENT.— PI^RITY OF ELECTION. 

^ Etecton of Westmimterl 

. *^ The lamented death of that exceUeot and Ulottrions man, yonr late re^ 
presentative, Sir Samuel Romilly, will again make it necessary for yon to exercise 
the best daty of Englishmen^ tlmt of ' returning Members to represent them in 
Parliament free from personal trouble and expense to themteWM, upon old con* 
stitutional principles, which declare that Elections shoald be free and without 
control.' 

** For many years, Westminster was divided between two partie8,<-^bo\ight — sold 
«->-and cajoled like a rotten borough. In 1807, yon ' resolved to set a great and 
glorious example, in taking your affiedrs into your own hands,' and nobly indeed 
did yon accomplish your purpose. In 1812 — m 1814— in 1818 — ^you again proved 
to the world what Freemen could atchieve. 

** At the late election, under very di8couragin|f circumstances, ^on contended 
agunst bribery, corruption, venality, and profligacy. Against inflneace^an^ 
terror — and perfury — and over all these you triumphed. 

*^ The stnqigle can now be only with the Enemies of the People; it is the Cause 
of the People against a despotic and profligate Administration, seeking to destroy 
your liberties. 

'' Wesfminster true to itself—- true to the Country— true to the principles of 
Reform it has proclaimed, * will not disappoint the expectations of the People,' 
but will return to Parliament another Reformer in the person of the 

<' HON. DOUGtAS KINNAIRD, 

to fight the battles of Freedom, on behalf of that People, by the side of tlieir 
Intrepid Champion, and fiiithful Steward, 

*• SIR FRANCIS BURDETT." 
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Assurance is beld out, that a Whig CdDdidate. tt^y be jacceptable^ 
<aiid sotne of the Whigs are injudicious enough to believe, that 
there is really a' disposition tp act. in fair concert with* tbedoi, and to 
secure their ^ood will to Burdiett, by shewing a good will to aome 
:Caiididate selected from the Whigs, (m) A small junto, however^ 
Mr. Place and bis associates, settled the matter differendy before 
band; and Sir Francis Burdett, with all the hypocritical solemnity 
of inxpartiality, takes the chair at a meeting of his Constituents, to 
carry into effect the nomination of the preceding evening, and ex* 
elude the. persons, who^e friends he had seduced to attisnd (he 
meeting, with the assurance of having no fixed plan or settled Can* 
didate to propose. Hobhouse, the nominee of his Committee, is of 
course the man. Sir Francis knew as certainly when he went into 
the room as when he went oUt of it, that such was to be the result, 
and that neither Major Cartwright nor Lord John Russell Wefe to 
be given a fair chance, (in) Mr. Hbbhouse was not particularly 
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(m). Fake in every respect. No such assurance was beld out. 
A private letter was written by Mr. Hobhouse to Lord HoUand^ 
complaining of a . .paragraph . in the Chrodicle, ki which the Re» 
formers had been called one of the extreme ffictions, mentioning 
that Mr. Douglas Kinnaird would be proposed by the Reformerf^ 
and begging that the Whigs might attend the Public Meeting, Or if 
they did not attend, that they might not complain of the nominatioo 
bang made, in a comer. Mr. Hobhouse stated that there was 
no inciinatton to make war on the Whigs then existing ; but as for 
their wishing a Whig candidate, he positively mentioned that Mf. 
Kinnaird would probably be proposed. 

(n) Still more, false. The persons who resolved upon nomt* 
naUng Mr. Hobhouse were not a small junto: they were> at that 
time fifty respectable tradesmen, and Mr. Place was not among them ; 
he had nothing to do with calling the meeting, he was one of a 
laiige number, nearly 500, who joined the Committee within a few 
days after the nomination of Mr. Hobhouse. Not the slightest 
hypocrisy or partiality can be chained on Sir Franeis : he was not 
consulted respecting the nomination. Not a soul was excluded 
froni the Meeting. Sir Francis seduced nobody to attend the 
Meeting ; he gave no one an assurance of any sort respecting . that 
Meeting ; he thought that Major Cartwright would be proposed ; 
and it is a wicked falsehood to say that the frimids of Lord John 
Russell and of the M^or had not a fair chance given them. Lord 
John was proposed, and Mr. Wishart the proposer said, that if not 
accepted he would not divide the unanimity of the Meetkig. Major 
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Agreeable to the Whigs, and the manoeavre by whieb he was namcHi, 
much hess so; he was, however, a young man of some talent, who 
professed a warm attachment to liberty, and had good humonred 
manners, (p) There was, therefore, little disposition in any of tb« 
'Whigs to disturb, and much inclination in some to support him; 
when, on the eve of the Election, without provocation or necessity, 
at a meeting where Burdett presided, he makes a speech full of 
ignorance and presumption, but yet more full of malignity. He 
sneers at the principles on which the Whigs have always acted, and 
which they sull continue to profess, (p) This is not all. A long. 



Cart Wright had several friends in the room; and Sir Francis asked 
Mr. Wooler whether he had any thing to say ; to which Mr. Wooler 
replied, he had not ;. and both he and Mr. T. T. Clarke were after- 
wards on Mr. Hobhouse's Committee. Mr. Hunt was so far con^ 
vinced of the fairness. at the time, that having tried Mr. Cobbett^ 
he gave him up, and said he should support Mr. Hpbhouse. Mr. 
Wishart was also understood to have withdrawn Lord John RusselK 
The Meeting was so far from packed, that no more than fifty per- 
sons who formed the Committee, knew that Mr. Hobhouse was to 
be- proposed, atid it was not until late in the evening of the day 
before the Public Meeting, that they resolved to propose Mr. 
Hobhouse. So far was the Meeting from being packed, that it 
was called by public advertisement, and by placards, for the express 
purpose " OF selecting a fit and proper perIson to 

REPRESENT THE CiTY AND LlBERTY OF WESTMINSTER.'' 

There were 1500 persons at least in the room. Had there been 
aiiy appearance of unfairness> Mr. Wishart would not b^ve proposed 
Lord John Russell. Again, was, any one prevented from entering 
the 'Meeting ? Was any one prevented speaking ? On the contrary, 
the doors were open all day, arid any one who chose addressed 
the Chair; and the vote of thanks to the Chairman passed without 
a dissenting voice. The writer of this Whig accusation is in this 
tespect a base calumniator of Sir Francis Burdett s^nd the Reformers,' 
and he is so in the face of facts with which he is perfectly well s^c- 
quainted himself. - 

(o) Mr. Hobhouse was not named by any manoeuvre. The 
truth is stated above. What the Whig says of Mr. Hobhouse's 
good humoured manners^ seems to identify the Whig with some an- 
cient associate of Mr. Hobhouse's. Yet after this the Whigs talk 
of treachery and personalities as characterising the Reformers. 

(p) False. There was a great inclination in some of the Whigs* 
to disturb the noinination. Mr. Bennett and others did their utmost 
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tikttoaie Report^ whtcb the meeting had not patience to hear to an 
end, and which, therefore, could be of no service to their cause,, is, 
nevieithelesa, deliberately printed under their sanction. Every unfair 
representation, every base instnuatbn, every coarse invective, uttered 
diuing tfaeivarious divisions of the two parties for twenty years back, 
is there embodied, preserved, and ushered into the. world, as the 
creed of those who support Mr. Hobhouse. (q) Since that period, . 
«... 

/..-'■ . . . . ! : I 

to persuade Mr. Samuel Whitbr^d to stand. The Morning 
Chronicle at the outset addressed an insulting letter to Mr, Hob- 
bouse; and subsequently^ both by its silence and by occasional para« 
graphs, cbntrived. to shew the Public, that a Whig might still be 
started. It eVen puffed for Mr. Wetherall. As for the much inclination 
in sopie to support him-— who were they i Mr. Edward Ellice wa$ 
the only man of the Whigs, and Mr. Robert Gordon, if he is a 
Whig, who promised and gave their unconditional support. Mr. 
Lambton partially acceded, and wrote a friendly letter. Lord 
Cirey.did not v^ish Mr. Whitbread to stand; but, so far from an 
incKnatioo in Mr. Hobhouse's favour, even Sir Robert Wilson, 
who had been brought in for the Borough by the Reformers, wa^ 
afraid that, if he came forward for Mr. Hobhouse he should be 
committed with the Whigs, and he declined even to attend at a. 
parish meeting. As to the charge of ignorance^ presumption, and 
malignity, against Mr. Hobhouse's speech on February 9^ it is al-» 
ready before the reader, and he may judge of the propriety .of the 
terms applied to it. Let him remember always, that the gentlemen 
who use these words, are always accusing the Reformers of scurri- 
lity and personality. 

(g) The Report is here re-published. Let the reader judge if this 
l^e a true character of it. Lord Grey and Mr. Lambton had 
made a deliberate attack on the Radical Reformers at Newcastle ; 
and Lord Grey, in the way he alluded to the American Caucus, 
particularly directed himself against the Westminster Reformers. 
The terms in which the attacks virere made, were the 9trongest and 
coarsest. [5ee a Defence of the People, ^c] To submit to this, 
and to allow Mr. Hobhouse to take bis seat for Westminster with- 
out answering this attack, or without showing that the Reformers 
were resolved to profess their principles at all times, would have 
been prudent in ^he common sense of the word ; but it would have 
been of the g^-eatest injury to the cause of Reform* The Reformer^ 
knew they jriakedMr^ Hobhouse's seat by publishing the Report; 
but they bad chQsen Mr. Hobhouse only to prpmote th$ cause of 
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tte^vAole emieavoar of Qbbbdqae andi Us. pivtjf In^f beeit loimd < 
th^e. Whigs aa a faction equaMy tenrile and dangecoua with the Toii^ • 
Mr. Hobboose^ if he exaniiads.the present majorities, vluch hfi^ oot: 
d^iibli calU and thinks eorropt, will find among them many nsore qC . 
those who have held the principles he hoUs to-day, than ofi those ' 
who have at any pesiod of their hves called themselvasi Whigs. 
IWhaps^ without looking ontof his.<»ivn.familyf henHghtdi8CO«ei\^ 
that the transition from Reform approaching to Republicanism, to 

uircvt ^ttwBer vicocy to pisicc otiu pmrcr, tsr ir^ uuvu imuic vmoj ••■•■ . 
more usual too, than from a parly associated by long, hereditary 
principles, witb'Englidi liberty^ and cenhected 'historically. withtaUT 
the greatest triumphs over tyranny in Om conntiy. (r) Among; 
other themesy^ with which he has attempted to amnse his audience at. 
Covent-garden^ be has> told them that Mr. Fox wa^ glad the dur , 
tinciions of Whig and Tory were over; and he quotes, perhaps ; 
misquotes, some report of a speech of Mr. Fox to that effect (r> 
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Reform; and they thought that to obtainabe seat by withholdin|^ 
the Report, would compromise that cause. They neither consulted 
him nor Sir Francis Burdett, nor ever showed the Report to. either 
of them. They did what they thought their duty, at all risks* A 
Whig cannot conceive this. 

i (^) The attack on Mr. Hobhouse's father is* worthy of the whole, 
tenor of the article, and deserves remark as coming from those who 
deprecate person^litiesi But. what Rrform afproackmg to Repub*'^ 
Ikamsm, did Sir Benjamin Hobbouse ever vote for? Heiitotedt 
for Mr. Gre/s Reform iti }797> an4 for noolher; and he never' 
was a Member of any of the Reform Societies. So then Mr«e 
Gr^'s, and. Mr. Fox's, and Lord HpllandV Refora^ in 17d7«|id 
1798/ approached to IbqmMitafmm! — and the man who sqn this,- 
signs himself a Whig, llie assertion that there is any party in tbisi 
cpiiotry histoaicaUff connected with all' the greater triumphstover^ 
tyranny is historically false. As for the Whigs, they ar<| faistOficaUy. 
connected with most of' the triumphs over liberty% 

< (s) As Mr. Hobh^use m^ a remark on thiS'SenCepce vst hku 
speech the next day, it wiH be the less necessary to say any thing on* 
the base injustice of it« But to say that Mr^ Hobhouse perhofoj 
had misquoted when the Whig^ by Iqoktng' at the Parliamentaiy Ghs^' 
tory, could have seen that he • had not misquoted ; aind wheq pfo^ 
bably he ktiewthat Mr. Hobhouse bad* not misquoted, is » onxtttre' 
of fraud as well as inspl^nce, which none but tbe writer of sqcAh 
aa itftkte would have 4rMmit of employii^ even «t an ellstftiopv - 
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^ It w'cnsr to mAe aMertiobi' before an aodMo deicaibmcd to* 
Ikleo to no vtply ;• hmt Sn* Fnaicis.Burdelty tvho is old eilotigk to 
rinfember Mn Vaxs, AMist know thai! he ne^er uttered, nefet <k>iil(t 
utter, such a sentiment. How could he, in 1797| deride ttio nMttt- 
of Whig> and tbeD preside it the fVhisr Clnhf and in moving the 
S€fO€feigntf of the People as a stanmng toast of that assemUy^ 
deikar one of the :^ most ingenions, and, peiliaps^ the most pfeeis^ 
and daboratia speeches he ever made, to prove that the Sover&gnty' 
of ifhe People was the key^stone of Whiggisnii a«d (that all the toastti 
of the Club were inseparably connected with it ? Again, in a letter 
printed iti Lard Holland's preface to his Historical Work, he says, 
that he ' would shrink from no labour,' 

** * NOfi adev tsaeixsaL msota vi<<ttffis fngir 
Ut tant& qaicquam pro spe tentare recosem.' 

*** ' to re»establish a Whig; party in this country ;' and, indeed^; 
throughout his history, and especially in a passage relating to the 
taxation of America, he shews his fixed opinion, that the distioc- 
tions of Whig, and Tory were not merely casual party badges, but 
fundamental and permanent differences,, resting on opposite vi^ws of. 
the origin and nature of Government. As long as 9ome men formed: 
the right of Government on the will and interests of the people, nud 
others on authority and indefeasible right,(^) so long the differences on, 
which these parties act must subsist ; and as long as the form, frame,, 
and character, of the English Constitution are maintained, so long* 
the parties acting on these opposite jprrnciples, whatever be their 
names, most be essentially Whig and xom. 

^* To conclude^— ^I sincerely wish Sir francis, wtio is not deficient 
in talents of speaking, nor destitute of some just topics pf self com- 
mendation,, could meet his Whig opponents before an audience of 
liis £leetors. When I say aud'ience, 1 mean the word in its strict 
sense, an assembly that would hear. Let Sir Francis compare hiv 
own exertions with the merits of such ^>Vhigs as fox and Romilly.^ 
Let bim take the leading questions, m which great principles of civil 
and rel%ieus liberty have been invoked,, and look to his own con- 
duct and that of the Whigs upon them ; or, let him compute the 
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.{ty The distinetion beire attempted to be made is absurd-^^theve ia 
naw. noi patty ia the country whicb maintains thef doctrine- of in*' 
defaaaiUe right ;. tbe Whig knowri tlas^ but he thinks his rbafdera may! 
noit if thr WUgs were honest, they would join vmh the people tn» 
pMctito the stiiitericB^ PAmLtJ^WB.V'^AmY'R^vdvbM, and hot |fre«^ 
tmii%^ b«i6B^tP%r.vfilli the,aibeNb«». IUPBtf Ji^AslBLk RidHT* 
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Yict6rie9 he has obtained for the people, and those aocompliiihed by 
the Whigs for the last thirty years. .By such a parallel let the ineriii 
of the. respective parties he tried, and no Whig will sfairiok from the 
verdiGt.(u) 

'' The only recommendatioh of Mr. Hobhovse is, that he pro*- 
fesses the principles of Sir F. Burdett. The only recommendation 
of Mr. Lamb is, that he has adopted those of Lord Somers, Sir 
George Saville, Mr. Fox, and Sir S. Romilly. Let the Electors 
understand these principles^ and we are not afraid of the issue of the 
contest, (x) 

'* A Whig.'' 
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, (t£) Without this appeal, without Sir Francis Burdett becoming 
die herald of his own merits, which he is never inclined to be; and 
without die Whigs detailing theirs, which they are always inclined 
to do ; this question has been already settled by the Country at 
large, which has no confidence in the party, and which seldom lets 
slip a single opportunity of shewing its attachment to Sir Francis 
Burdett What are the, victories which the Whigs have obtained 
for the People in the last thirty years ? One great benefit they have 
unwittingly conferred on the People, that is, by shewing them not 
to put their faith in parties ; and Sir Francis Burdett, by teaching 
them the same great lesson, has founded his claims to national gra- 
titude upon a basis, which Time shall not destroy, but daily establish 
and, confirm. For their other great victories, see — " JIeply to 
Lord Erskinb'' and '^ a Defence of the People.'' 
. (x) This conclusion is befitting the whole article. That Mr. 
Hobhouse is attached to the principles of Sir Francis Burdett is 
not the sole recommendation with which he presents himself to the 
Electors. Mr. Hobhouse has already made some sacrifices in the 
cause of liberty — ^he has dared, in the face of triumphant ^ranny^ 
in despite of the scorn and the abuse of the advocates of the pre- 
sent system, in opposition to the opinions and wishes of those to 
whom he is bound by every tie of blood and also of affection, to 
the manifest destruction of such views of advantages and promotion 
^as from his condition he might fairly have entertained, he has dared 
to record his opinion, that victoiy itself cannot give a colour to in- 
justio^— and that the conquest of France is to be deplored, as 
having established a precedent vi4iich may be fatal to the Uberties of 
aiankind. It is tnie, that the Gentleman who seconded Mr* Lamb's 
nomination joined the Court sycophants who have . decried, the 
Author of the last Rdigu of X4apoleon| as it traitoar to the glome 
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of his country ; but tbe Gentleman took his cue from the QuarterTy 
Review, he would have found a different account in the Whig jour- 
nal* Without considering the ability, the moral courage, of this 
effort in behalf of freedom, should not be reckoned for nothing ; 
nor would the Whigs have reckoned it for nothing if they bad ha4 
to propose Mr. Hobhouse as a candidate of their own choosing* 
Besides, it is easily to be seen, that the Whig forgets that Mr. 
Hobhouse might fairly take some credit to himself, and expect it 
to be acknowledged even by the Whigs, that by the assiduous exer* 
tions of three months, he had assisted in driving the -Ministerial 
Candidate from the field. This fact certainly must make some slight 
difference between his pretensions and those of Mr. Lamb, whoy as 
far as he is concerned with the People of Westminster, is known only 
as ** the harmless tool of other's hate,'' beii^, according to the coo- 
fession of the Whigs themselves, neither more nor less, tfaan-atcan* 
didale put forth in a burry, and in a moment of irritation, for the 
sake of diowing that the Whigs were resolved at all hazards, to 
jresent a supposed injuiy. As to the names,, here introduced to 
form an equipoise to that of Sir. Franci» Burdett^ and- as a make-> 
weight to Mr. Lamb, it is to be wondered at that the Whig ha9 
been so- considerate as to stop with Lord Somers: but' it is not" toi 
the sake of an idle pleasantry that it is affirmed, that all tbese great 
names put together, are not worth one fig in comparison of that of 
'' Jasne^ Macdonald, Chairman/' whose signature was a signal diat 
the Aristocracy had resolved to make the seme effort for Lamb as 
bad beeil made for Romilly* The real distinction between the two 
Candidates, independently of their personal merits^ifrthis — that Mr. 
Hojbhouse was recommended by a very great majoriW. of Electors 
of .Westminster at a Public Meeting, and that Mr. Lamb was re- 
commended by the Club in St. James's Street. ' On the one side 
are the People, on the other the Party. But these are the living 
Whigs ; as for the dead ones, we will throw them, into the bai^n. 



Such were the reffections suggested by. reading this article signed 
a Whig, which Whig was confidently given out at the time, and is 
Btill considered to be no less a man than Lord Holland. His Lord- 
ship, if his Lordship it was, took an active part, by the proxy, of 
his Lady and his Steward, in promoting the return of Mr* I^mb ; 
and, perhaps, will be pleased at finding his new anti-reform prin- 
ciples transcribed from the fugitive columns of a newspai^er, to a 
more stable record of the late Election. To the ElecUon^it is oois 
lime to return^ 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUABY M^TENTH DAY. 

Thb polling proceeded yety knguidly this day. l^r. Lamb 
naintained fais majority. The Dumbers were z^— - 
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^(^diipg rejaiarkable occurred before the fauBtings^eicept that Mr^ 
Fnmia iGmfftrong, m gentleiDap skid to be derailed in his inteii* 
l«ct, in a Captastic dress and decoration, placed himself opposite to 
the /quaAer of the hustings where Mr. Hunt usually stood, and made 
» tebemcttt harangue in praise of Sir Francis Burdett. Mr. Hob^ 
fcpuse^ tog^dier with Sir Francis and Mr. T. T. Clarke of Middle- 
aex, ai^ared on ih^ hustings at the usual hour. Mr. Laanb, widt 
Mr. hmhttn, Mr. Wisfaart, and othiir gendemen, came about thb 
Vaitie time. Mr. Hunt this day reappeared, and was violent!;^ 
iiOpled» When the number^ were announced, Mr. Hobhouse 
iravae forward amidit the accustomed plaudits, and spoke in sub- 
Itance ais follows. 

Gentlemen,-^ We are, £ understand, only forty-four bdow odr 
iippioiient od the day's poll, and i believe diat, on examination, it 
will b6 found his greatest majority has been in die parisli of Stl 
Q§brg0'f and that in two or thf ee other parishes we nsive had Xh6 
majoiil^, and in the rest an eqiiaiity, or nearly so, with him. It is 
easy to account for hia majority this day. You know that the ex-^ 
Iraordinary exertions of bur antagonist still continue with unabated 
fenrour, and that the greatest efforts are likely to be made by his 
friends until the end of die poll. I hope, by degrees. Gentlemen, 
fais means will diminish, and that his friends will at length be 
ashamed of the measures to whiph they resort to insure his success. I 
have been this day assured by a most respectable tradesman, that he 
l^id ipade up his mind to give me his vote, but that a customer, a man 
of TRtkj^ a Member 6f Parliament, came to hiin^, and, forced him into 
hi9 ico2u:h, ai^d dragged him up to the poll to vote for my antagonist^ 
-^{cri^s of** Shame 1^ and *' i^ame the man/^-^l caqnot aam^hin:^ 

^ Thj8 was one aaiolDf^ mapy of the iostances of nndite inQuence nsed during the 
Elettion ; Uie J2tector aHudei to «n» not in OireiiBMUBce» to refote complisnl;e 
ifvUh the demands of a castomer, who had the means of ruining \^im% sed who told 
him explicitly he would do it ; the customer was not a Whig, and the words of the 
Elector were :— " / wted against my conscience.** Lord Erskine, in his *< Defence of 
the Whigs/' says : <* it is not corruption in enlightened men who can dearly seo 
the interests of their country, to nse their influence with persons less qaaUfied to 
investigate these subjects.'' This Is the common cant of lK>th the parties. 



timtAmii^n,^fcfiii wdtitd behU ruih.-^'^ WeU, mme (he Menthtr?^)^ 
I €«fliiot 4o ^bftty for it ^drid be as ^eqiial a de^giiation as the otfa^r; 
hid vioeXA lexpdse hion to tbe same consequences. Bat this trades* 
ttiaHi Geotlem^y pllfdg^d hioiseHf to me tbat> for the purpose of 
trying in 86ine d^ree to repair the violence be had offered to his 
^wn consciences and the idjuryhe had done to oiir cause^ be was de* 
t^rasined to itoake exertion ^mong his fnendsto secure for me their 
¥9tes— ^(^jdpAzffse.) This is not the only course that has been resorted 
to \ff bur enemies. It is lioknontledged that the reign of terror has 
^Ointaien<;ed in Westminster, and that efforts are now making for our 
opponents ^hich far exceied any ever before made at a contested Elec- 
tion HI ihis City. I ^rid sorry that you did <not liear Mr. Lamb yes^ 
terday ; I am also sorry that he shoutd have said, as I find by the 
'Papers he did say, that my appeal to you to bear him was a mockery^; 
'UtA Blill more sorry that be should halve said, ^^ RerTiaps it xms better 
to be thm oi}erwhehned \ioith Mise, than to accept an audietice froin 
^iite people of Westmmt'er m a bom from any one?* 1 told you 
jtest^rday, when I made the request o^ you to bear faim, that from hiy 
Experience of the recepfioo which a similar request met with at this 
last Election, I eispected little credit for my candour. Btit what 
4oe9 he mean when he silys my appeal was a modkery ? Does lie 
"flielfti to say that I hi^ve placed any of you tl^ere to interrupt his 
4tp6e<ehes ? I ask any of you Vho bear me, whether this is or is 
^t a Alct ? If it be not & fact, why did he designate my dppeal to 
y^ii as a iiieckei^ ? I ask him, then^ why be de^nates that whidh 
I think to ht tbe diullition of popular Rseling as a^ act induced by 
any arrsmgeikient of mine f To send forth tliis aspersion he bad of 
course his object : it tells for him at a distanc^e^ by disseminating tbe 
notion thbt 9ie doea not receivte fair j>lay. In looking at the record 
t)f laki «p6eteb in tbe Public Papers^ I find that he charges me with 
beJH^ die trumpeter of my own praise. Have I madi^ use of any 
iskpilBSelioii lo you wbidi entitfed me fo this reproof? Have I made 
'ttse of My Mbecdttiiig eijpreteion in Any of my speeches to you ? 
i ^m not capable of sudi indelicacy. I have as little used any uA- 
bifiibcMning ^expressions with regard to myself as I have resorted to 
My hMfa epithets respecting tny antagonist. Surely, you must re- 
iMtect tfiM i tdld you li day or two ago, bow very low I stood in 
my own esteem. I told you I was inferior even to Mr. Lamb<^ 
(wfeftf litUghte^.) Mf. Lamb dlso said that I was not satisfied with * 
bcrin^ itoy own ^Idj^ik Kb says that some bid instruments have 
b«ten dl^g€^ fonh t6 Ct)ttip)^te the concert of my praises ? That 
^6^y io partieular> Im piajfed itl old tuae^ over and over with trn- 
«Mw*? 'iMihenimce ; hat f te«^* iU toms vfere formerly highly ap- 
"proved l^rey Me in^l has now teen thought unsound^ and many 
of fhe Mtes fahii This tAd ii^trnm^nt tb^t is brought into phy, 
this instrument, the metal of which is so ike^and> tvk tones fhlse, 
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is no Other than Sir Francis Biu-dett* I fold fou bcm thq begtiMMft^ 
yrfaat was the object of this Coalitioni aud that it was to pull do VQ 
the character of Sir Francis Burdett» I told you soyesterday^ and 
in consequence of what I said| Mr. Lambi instead of giving you 
a denial of that fact, gives you the most striking.proof that mj con^ 
jecture was right, and that the object of their hostility is Sir Francis 
£urdett— (^pp/ati5e.) Mr. Laknb has also told you that I bave 
Imade the political eminence of Sir Francis Burdett depend on my 
success in this cause* This is a paltry misrepresentatiou. 1 n^Vier 
said this, for I knew that the high character of your , diatinguisbed 
Representative was superior to the attacks of petty malignity^ and 
that the only party which could suffer from such attacks was the 
p^rty from whom they emanated — that party which have made 
themselves the panders of the grossest falsehood and naalignity. 
Mr. Lamb has also charged me with reviling all that kasforyear$ 
been acknowledged to be, patriotic and praiseworthy among the 
living and the dead. This is another unfounded and ridiculous 
charge. Whom have I reviled ? Nobody. The extent of my of« 
fending is merely that I said the great champion of the Whigs, Mr« 
Fo^, was the advocate of Radical Reform— aye, and jthe inventor 
of the term ^^ Radical Reform," that very plan of Reform which 
the Whigs of the present day are disinclined to hear even m^nr 
tioned.. When I first quoted Mr/ Fox's sentiments, an atteinplt 
.was made to deny themf — but this attempt was soon dropped^ 
for his words were on record, ai\d could not be denied- But 
not content with having made one refuted charge as^to opinioqs 
long recorded and never before denied, the Whig paper of yesterday 
has renewed a similar attack, and has inserted an article abounding 
not only in the most virulent personalities, of which I had sooner 
be the object than the author, but also in many statements, which 
from my personal knowledge I can affirm, and do here affirm, 
to be fals^. ^fter charging me with '^ ignorance; and presumption, 
and with more malignity" than either—^ermsKleceut and becomings 
to be sure, in the mouths of these gentlemenr, but which were I to 
• use agaiust my opponent, would overwhelm me with every species 
of opprobrium : after these and similar civil phrases, the Whig (for 
. so he signs himself, for fear he should be believed), (loud laughier) 
writes thus :—»- 

'^ Among other themes with which he has attempted to amuse his 
audience at Covent-Garden, he has told them that Mr. Fos ouis 
glad the distinctions of TVhig and Tory mere oter^ and -he quote^y 
perhaps misquotes, some report of a speech of Mr« Fok to that 
effect. It is easy to make assertions before an audience determined 
to listen to no reply ; but Sir Francis Burdett, who is.old'enough to 
, remember Mr. Fox, must know that be nefer utteredi/o^ver pould 
utter such a seutiment/' 



Mr 
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'^ jf ow, Genikdaeny let me b^ of jou to : coodder A^ remarks^f tbii 
ingequons Wbig« and to listen to my simple comment upon tbem* 
In the first place, then^ I never did say that Mr. Fox said he was 
lad the distinctions of Whig and Tory were at^er!* I repeated 
r. Fox's words; namely^ that by acceding to Reform, the paiv 
ties iiifi^liament had, thatis^ would have '^ given a death-blow to tAk 
miserable distinctions of Whig and Tory!* Let me, Gentlemen, re^ 
quest you next to observe the words, — *^ he quotes^ perhaps^mis-- 
quoteSy some report of a speech of Mr. Fox" Is this common ho- 
nesty ? — ^is it allowable even in electioneering controversies ? Why 
did this,Whi^ say, that perhaps I had misquoted? Before he made 
this charge, it was his duty to see whether I had misquoted ; and 
this random blow does not shew my heedlessness, but his unfairness. 
The fact is, I am persuaded, that this Whig knew I haid not mis- 

J noted: he would of course look at the report of the debate which 
had specified, were it only for the sake of ^catching me in an 
error ; and when lie did look at that debate, he would see that I had 
copied words, not found, as he says, in some report, but in all re- 
ports of VMr. Fox's speech on Mr. Grey's motion for Reform in 
1797. The whole of the sentence runs thus :— - 

** We had conquered ourselves — we had given a generous triumph 
to reason over prejudice-r^^e had siven a death-blow to those mi' 
serable distinctions of WMg and Tory^ under which the warfare 
Jiasr o^en maintained between pride and privilege ; and througn the 
contention of out rival jealousies^ the genuine rights of the many 
had been gradually undermined and Jrittered away J' 

Why, then, does this candid writer say, that perhaps I have mis^ 
quoted that which he must have known I iiad exactly quoted f-^why 
but to charge me with the habitual fault of ialsifying documents for 
my own purposes i Had be a right ,so to charge me ujpon «ucli 
^grounds ? Have not I a right to charge him with falsely aspei^ii^ 
my character, merely for the sake of proving that his idol, Mr. Fox, 
-was never at any time iMonsistent in hb language* But the Whig 
says, that Sir Francis Burdett knows that Mr. Fox never used such 
.words. This is a very pleasant assertion indeed. Let Sir Francis 
Burdett answer for himself, and let us hear whether he will help 
out this Whig in proving his negative, which, after all, is backed by 
no other evidence than the improbability of Mr. Fox using different 
language at different times, it is my &m belief, that the report if 
a correct one ; at any rat«^I have not misquoted it ; and the Whig 
ivbo insinuates diat I have so done, will, after this specimen of hit 
probity, not command, I should hope, niticfa credit for the remaiofc 
d^'of his charges i^nst me. 

Nof Gentlemen ! I never have misquoted, I never will misquotci^ 
:ainy>body ; butif you .want (a sepa singular instance of what some 
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^aetata tUnk Vm mi >bMNraUe, <*lMa f|4i4gMl % ili« «M«hrd 
•£ fMu-rf <aiorft%, 7o> «ii]l we k intfanimin^ Wfaig jtiitfn^^ "^likii 
owtafitis tbe ioBowhig paragmpli^ 

■ 

Extract from Mr. Hobhoiise^s lS]peech :--•'' Sir l^'rancisBiirdeit 
is a Mushroom; and t am anoJber Mushroom^ brought up under 
jChe wiog of the former Mushroom/^ 

l^HE MUlUiKOOM AND TaABSTbOL, 

A FABLE. 

A ilnshroom aiid^oadfltooljtiBt rearing their heady 
• %d "bten ermh^ by thb foot of )i I;anu> as he pla/d : 
. <* Sm k Frk&d/' «ig« the Mbshrocfn, ^ the Pofll sfaldl Uttend, 

«' He*4 a BarbfiV win wake that Larab^ Aair Minrf «ii «nd.>' 

"FcA de roJ, iSsc. 

^* rShaO yooy" says the toadstool, '' t speak it with tearsy 
^ l^bAt faat^ ^itf#n On thi^t sod for threse tweoiy-thvee yMff , 
'^ l^elm foiBt tliat, tm SatilMay tait, ru bfe s^NM>re^ 
^ *< Never «et its dimned Sj^riat in this meadow beforts? 

I^ol de rol, &0b 

'« Yben come to the l^oll ; and tipvn the fame iree^ 
** (Aft LEt«tt Hcmt sings «o sweetly, to i)te&e y^on hn^ ttie), ' 

)^ lM^iwoP^tahe§UigiSiftryk?Uktebig'igtHiig • . 

^^ Bat take mei deur Musl^reom, first sadel* yout fdng," 

Fol de rol, &c. 

Kow^ GenCleiB^ aft for tbepoeti^^ I can very rewlify aUow the ptatpf 
to <aU sne ,hj AAy. name which affsi^s thekli Mch a iietld^ oppoiv 
tatiily of <diiqpiayiog their ivit and humour.; but I Aiiiat beg^ as I 
^Uow them the beaefit of all Ifaeir abiiilie^j liiat tbe^ ^11 nY>t itoate 
me responsible tor the titNsdeAsa of aaothdr mai!^| and fer dv^ sabe 
of shewkig a csapasity for pleasantry y^vrtrich is notoriously peculifiurly 
their ^Mhn^ impute to me ti trait «rf sti^idi^> vMch is n^ Ibfsi noto^- 
viausly not my own. The words of my ^ech thus quoted^ should 
kiva had {N-efixed to them, Jfr. NorihnMte /uu been pkoKd to 
wm^ that Sir Fralicis Butdel^ it a muriirooftK Thus, Geatleitieav 

Cu rerioark, that the Chronicle, which charges tae with ^ni^pMm^ 
bibykarifig out half adozm WordS) iaflputad t& is» WA- only 
Hash which never dropped from my lipb, blit which I had tfctaally 
laughed at^ as comity from another persi^q, anrd which I now eee, 
by * ktter in the same CEhronide, ^was, itfter all, otaly a ttMsr^portM 
e^preSsioa, ndl used by atty body at all4«-^€ite» ^lAtfclHe^aJkilfte^ 
nmlhravoi Hobk^uBi,.giveit the Wkigsf) • Sa^hf GisntieflittU> tm 
the aiti and araia with which I have been and ^h$A be asmiiad ; hiA 
I Ihvow; myself on dus public for protdctioA^^I thf o w myself on tte 
impartial part of the press .for proteetion^^I appeal to those to 
whoniBuch aa appeal was ne«^ tnade in vain«-^(£isM)fiiailte^ 
flame.) I do not feel and shall not afiisct an mdiflfei^aree tb ^bac 
opinmi^ £ have no oUidr wish in tkis world ttoi Id obtahi -the 
asteem of aiy foUowHcotfntrymen; and I am idi$ mMA aiikiotia to 
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><Al4iii flut ertsemy tecMfle tbt uunal ftNircet of Mf ttfutiQii itt fdt 
IBO (kied ap far /ever* Tbe fatqur of prince*, %he pi««iM:Ho«k ^ 

farties, are as fftr beyond my reach as tbey are beyond toy tlemt^* 
haine aotfakig to «spect but sUch peraecutioii cl mvy be tfiou^ht 
Aifficient to crush «iy puny ciffbrts^ and such impaMial proscription 
as awaits nU those irhO| in the dnrisioas of fArty> «iib6ciibe lo tio 
aect^ and presume to 4uivo |hi opkiioii of their own* I ft^ fbat I 
do Bot deserve the epithets wbioh have been attached to me ; did t 
desence them, I should not have the audacity to preftcnd to public 
favour; and I an confident that ihe time vMl ^ome, mbtXi even my 
iireseat accnaere vill repent of the unmerited attadLs, and 'wiH do 
Justice to nay character asid to your cause.--^Greiif apftume.) Tho 
present effect of such calumnies wati, I trusty be not ii^uriotts to 
ihose againet Mrbotn diey are levelled^ but WM vaAer recoil iipoli 
Ihoae v^o'have mmed the insidious Mow* 

I dial! condude byeaying^ that the state of the pdl gives «u no 
reason to despsur: it is true, that we «re four bundled' bdiind; btft 
I have no doubt that our antagonist will finally ihil in his ^attempt to 
;b-iumph over die independence of Westminster, 

Mr. Hobhouse retired amidst continued plauifits : his speech, 
particularly the hitter part of it, tis the Times was fair enougfi to 
observe, was delivered with great feeling, and pvodnCMed a cotMder*- 
sdde effect. It is remarkable that the Chronicle professdl not to 
give a report of it ; saying, that he was prevented fa^ « debate in ihe 
House of Commons.; and it may be presumed that Mr. Hobhouse^ 
answer to the Whig was too clear and plain even lor ^slortiod. 
The Chronicle found time to give a speeeh of Mr. Horn's vertnftim 
the same day. 

Mr. Lamb came forward, but the people would not hear hiM. 
speech in the Chronicle was as follows : 

Notwithstanding the predictions (said Mr. Lamb) of my oppo^ 
nent two days ago, the poll has continued, and the Whig majority, 
in phure of being extn^ished, has daily increased. To-day, in!- 
stead of the annunciation of victory, he has toM yoii, that he sees 
no reason for despair. Mr; Hobhouse has told us of the comtnenee^ 
ment of a reign of terror in Westminster : I can only recognise one 
proof of its efficacy-*^it appears to have converted n portion of thfc 
auditory before the hustings into a flock of sheep (alluding to theilr 
bleating wherever be presented himself)* I see it is useless for tnb 
to persevere. The many liberal persons who are inclined to heQ(( 
every person, will excuse me ; 1 therefore retire, wishing yon a)| 
good night. . ; . . . 

Mr. Lamb and his friends dien retired. Sir Francb Burdett ztA 
Mr. Hobhoiise also wididrew. ' 

Mr. HnJ9T th^ presented himself, but no deseriptiott can totf- 
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f€lfwa Hetk of A^ ymonn notes md tones of indignatioB wiA ^Ueli 
he was assailed ; but Mr. Hunt peraevered^ and what be 8ai<t wa9 
thus recorded :-— 

Gentlemen^ — The Morning Poti of this day eays^ it is sorry lor 
my absence from the bastings ; and The Times tells you, that I am 
canvassing in all the public-houses for Major Cartwrigfat. Now I 
never canvassed for any man in my life, not even for myself* Mr, 
Hobhouse congratulated Mr. Lamb yesterday, on not standing npoa 
the same plank with me ; and Sir Francis told you he came there to 
face his enemies. Now I came here to-day for the very same rea* 
0on.—( Gr^af uproar.) I know I cannot be heard by you all, as 
there is a party here hired to cry me down. The Baronet told you 
yesterday, that he had once dined with Mr. Perry, and it was the 
.only act of his life of which he was ever ashamed. Why was he 
ashamed of it ? What carried him there, except to try and come 
to terms with the Whigs ? Did he not twice attempt to get admis- 
aion to the Whig Club, and was he not twice black-balled i This 
accounts for the Baronet's hostility to the Whigs — ^this explains 
every thing. Somebody says I am a friend of Lord Castlereagh's. 
That's very odd, for I never had the pleasure of speaking, to his 
.Lordship but once, and. that was on these hustings, during the la^ 
.election. I am glad to see you getting into a better humour; I 
hope you will be still more so to-morrow, when I mean to have the 
pleasure of seeing you again. I am not connected with either of 
the parties, WUg or Tory-^I am for the Purity of Election, and 
three cheery for the Old Major. 

Itnppeat-ed then that Migor Cartwright had not withdrawn. In- 
deed another gentleman now came forward on the same side as Mr. 
Hunt 

Mr. Pbter Walker rose amid a contintled uproar. He sail 
that he was well aware his voice would be drowned in any attempt 
to obtain a hearing. He knew that the individuak who made this 
clamour were not electors. When' violendie arrayed itself agaiut 
auch a man as Sir Samuel Romilly, during the last contest, what 
.but a continuance of the same violence could, any man expect who 
jtood forward there on , the principles of Mr. Fox i But the iotcr- 
juption, was only the impotent venom of their opponents. He was 
jorry that Sir Francb Burdett had allied himself to that distorted 
inonster, the Rump— than which there could not be a more hideous 
«ight.-^rAe uproar still continuing^ Mr. Walker withdrew.) 

It may be remarked, that if Mr. Walker chose to call a laige 
body of the electors of Westminster by a name taken from Mr» 
Cobbett's dictionary of the vulgar tongue, it was no wonder that he 
did not give himself a fair chance of being heard.. His charge of 
violence being arrayed against Sir Samuel Bomilly at die last elec- 
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tion iMdtis tto cMnm^nt When wounded vanity sec^s ibr cotisdbi** 
lion m a falsehood, no comdnent U needful. 
' The people retired from the hustings about five o^clock. 

,. The Reformers issued .the following hand-bilL 

^'WSSTMINSTEB ELECTlON.^-^ltE^ORM OF PARtlAMENt* 

^' Electors of Westminstek* !— The poll is drawing to its close, 
iknother glorious victory is within your power. — Your enemies — 
your Whig and Tory enemies — are formidable in their craft and ia 
their corruption. — ^That you despise their power is but too clear, for. 
you are lulled into a security, which if continued, may be fatal.-— 
Arouse yourselves in time ! Your freedom, your Honour,, your In- 
dependence, the character you have maintained for the last twelve 
years, may all be lost while you are preparing for action ! — Come 
forward instantly, and record your Names among those who are 
exerting themselves to maintain them. 

^^The Voice of Burdett is a host in argument, but it reckons 
only for One at the Poll like each of yours. Follow his example. 
Inscribe your name with his for HoBHOusB.'' 

• 

* Mr. Lamb's advertisement varied little from that of the day. be** 
fore ; but jn consequence of the repeated insinuations at the hust-> 
lags, that the contest was between the aristocracy and, the people, it 
was thought expedient to shew that Mr. Lamb had also independent 
tradesmen in his interest. Accordingly the following advertisement, 
calling a meeting of the Electors of St. George's parish, was in** 

serted in the papers of this day, and placarded. 

• • ' • . »• .} 

" Westminster Election. — ^We, the undersigned Trades- 
men of the Parish of St. George, Hanover-square^ wish to 
remitid our Fellow-Citizens, that in this Parish alone there are a 
sufficient number of unpolled Voters to decide the pending cpntest. 
Desirous that this City should not become a Borough of Sir Francis 
Burdett's, and the rallying point of the doctrine of Universal Suf- 
frage, we invite you to meet us at MoUoy's Coffee-House, New 
Bo^-Street, this evening, at seven o clock, to concert eftec- 
tual measures for placing Mr. Lam b immediately in such a situa- 
tion on the Poll, that his Election cannot be endangered by any 
number of Voters to be brought up by his opponents in the three 
last days. 
. Peter Lawrie, Oxford-street Edw. Orme, Bond-street 
John nilliams. Conduit-street W. and S. Summers, ditto 
Benjamin NicoU, ditto John Martin, ditto 

Charles Smith, ditto Chas. Grierson, ditto 

: Mm. Stovey^ MomtNstreet Thomas Chapman, dj(ti» > 



B. Whippy, North Audley^«t. J^Tboit^09od»Soii4i^Mf>ko[ir4t« 
John Trib^ S6tilh Moliai»«U J<o^a Share, Cufwoi-slreet 
Henry Elsegood, Park-street James Watkins, ditto/' 

The meeting was to be faeldf at a hoase nvfaich bad been open for 
Sir l^MaciiidlVGomoyittee at the latteleotio^;, and ihe^pvkioi- 
paLnamea^ particularly Uiat of Mn Whippy, the saddler^, were those 
of individuals wlio bad been moat active in favour of Sir M« 
l^xwelH The reader will smiie at remarking^ that Mr. Lamb's , 
friends having gained all that was to be gained by saying that Mr. 
Lamb, was for extending, the aufirag^, and Mr. Hobhouse for cur- 
tailing It, now took up the other pretext, and accused Mr. Hob* 
house of being aa advocate for universal suffrage ; but the schema, 
tQtally^failed. The. friends of Mr. I^amb found, that even in St.. 
Qeorg|»'a parish they could not trust to any thing like a publicly con- 
vened meeting, and that they had better continue to work by private 
ipiSuence and individual canvas. The majority, of the Electors who 
attended the meeting were Refoirmers : they put and carried .cQunter- 
resolutions, and Mr. Lamb's friends were totally disconcerted here^ 
as they had been in the parishes of St. Margaret and St. John. 
Nevertheless, there appeared ca-tidn* resohitidns in tUe Morning 
Cbtonicle of the next day, as if passed by a VBty nnmefOHs ana^ 
ttfoit respectahh meeting of tradesmen* These resohilions, in a 
more pointed way* than £e advertisanenl,^ charged Mr^ Hobhoiise 
wMl being an^ advocate of Universal Suffrage.^ This was calcic- ' 
lated^for the neridian of St. George's, Hano^F Square. 

5'^* At a very numerous and most respectable Meeting of the Tradesmen of the 
Pattrit of St. Geoi^, Hanover-Sqaare,' convened by pikblla advertisement, for 
tbe pnrpjKe jag: tecnriag vlhe Bit ctioO) 9f tbe Honorable Geonvji &Anf a, 

<< The foUowiog Resolntioiv, moved by Mr. Charles Smithy and seconded by 
B|r. Grierson, were agreed upon^ 

** tst, That it is for tbe diameter and* honour of thb Tradesmen ^ this- Parisliy 
teitalieiap aAtiv»:iaterflst in tbe msnilr of ^er pentog cont|i|t. 
. *^ ^, That tbe que&tion at issue appears to us to be, whether the vast proportioDi 
of tb&Electorftof Wjostmlnster,, wbo^are hostile to the principle of UniVersallSiif^ 
fftiggt sbrfl orshall- not- have One H epresentatiVe-in'Pfcriiaiiietit. 

«^ 3d^ ThatitbororeoMniii in thir B^hmans tbaa 6a0ici«Dt iv>tes QQp<dl^ t«f» 
secure tQ.ua a. Representative on, Coqstitptbnal Principles. 

<< 4th.« That we wiH each jndividually contribute our utmost exertions to urge to 
tHe Pott op thee fbnrremaitiing- days, those who, Irom an over-security, hate'hi'' 
tlftrtaJCQiiiideaedthainiroteJuniecwisani^ and to aivakemtoaaaiise/of thaimimK' 
tance of the Contest those who have hitherto been indifferent. 

'< PsTER li^WRiE, Chairman. 

^< Resolved, That the TlianVs of tbifi Meeting be-gi;iren t<> tfie Cbainnah ^rhit 
.mpartikhcondactililhe Ctaahr.*'' 

Yet, notwitb&t^pdjng the8e^Be8oUl4{ons, Mr. Lamb in his advertisement ipule 
a Aip, and told the l^ct, namely^ that his friends were bntvot«din the meetir^ 
Bat be dMl a^ jitUithf MMci whMtiieA talked MfiStokmiimv tfei^.anaiai 
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. [{jToTHiNG oqcttrr^d worthy oCqoticQ. The polliog wj^s very Ian* ^ 
gjaid» This had beeu e^^ected b^ the Reformers, whose numbers ' 
n^ever come up at the enil of the week ;, but it was a matter of sur^ , 
prise even to the RefQrm,ers themselves, that so few had voted foe . 
Mr. Lamb, considering that. Sir Murray Maxwell had polled 4,^800,1 
apdtfaat those most active for Sir Murray were now at work with, 
those most active fox Sir Samuel KomiIIy> in beKatfof the Whij^* 
c^ndids^te. 

The multitude assembled before the hustings andin the bootKs] 
was as large as usual, and,, as usual^ no disturbance of any kind* en-^, 
sq^d* Mr. Hvnt did not appear. The respective candidates came . 
to the hustings a little before four.. The numbers polled were^^ 

Polled tlm, Day., Grosa^PoU^ 
Lamb ........ 301 .. . 5251 ; 

Hobhouse 282 .. . 2827 

Cartwright Q . . , ., 37 

Mn Hobhouse w«ft loudly applauded when^ hat c«i9^; forwiM^^ 
and aiddcesoed the ekeltors as MIqwsh. ^ < ) 

> Gendemeo^— ^Youc adjssevsaries bavfet advanced only mmst/em IAP<^ 
the poll of this dt^yu-^Grenai upfia/me.) I capnot but cpnsidfvf thi^i 
as a very smsdl ms^ority. I ec^beem it aa a tok^n of the Uule sttcfl«vit) 
which wiU awatt alV their efforts at the cWe of 4ie pollv. I. M\ 
assured that the. Elect^Mrsi of WestoMostw. wiU npt^ suffer, ^vmhwt* 

tlnepjiruikioiiers were invitedi a9.abQv«, tp attend, the meeting-^it wasuD. e^aRv 
meeting. The Reformers at the St. James's meeting moved Connter-*Resoliitioiir, . 
and tlie Chairman abruptly quitted the Chair, which he was politely requested oot^^^ 
t9^do. 

** TO THE ELECTORS OE WESTMINSTER. 
. << Gentlemen,— The close of the Poll is fast approaching, but onr adverss^ries 
have yet a last eflfort to make. Let me fbrewam yon, that eflfort-wiH be defipe*. 
rate, and' will call for all' our r6a»nroe& to* oouii,tecact. Tbo ooiMlattthafiliaiilpeeoi 
porBn^ by my opponents is unprecedented in any former Election^, tl^y.haRra^ 
intruded organized bands into every meeting of my Friends^ for the purpose of. 
impediment and tnmult; and fbr many days, from the vantage ^euiia^ of an es-* 
dnaive audience mi' the huslitigs, have n&ttenunaleii niichaokediMaimpresisiitalioiMf 
aod cali^i|uaiet ; atiU J cot^^ntly relief qa the firmpeis a^d justice of l^eEl^ctoiY 
of Westipinster, th^t they, would not be overawed, or yield. belief to vehement, 
assertion, untried * by the test of free discussion. The state of the poU satisfHc- ' 
tonl^ proves that I wsai? jqBtmid.ifi that feliaaw. < When.finti offtted niseU t»t 
y£M^ nQtic»» I stal^ m^ principles, c^n^^i^tly^^ but di^tioAtly^ and, all' the. stu^i^dr 
barannaesi of my a^verss^'iiesiiave'been nnaW^ to impeach their cleam^s of truth.. 
TheVict^>ry is not won, but it is in bur power; let buttboac whe have-afreadv' 
, dfiolaredi themselipee favousalrie 40 the caiMe I' repcettjit; haatf atp Ihefielkj. aadi 
tb^4^at|nu^er<«f aJI,tHe9kerliop«:o;f our,c^BQ9l9i^ 

** I have the ,honour to be* Gen^^piep, jour very faithful Servant 

^OBORGBLAMa^ 



3d4r 

to be cheated of their best privilege ; notwithstanding the extraordi« 
oary efforts of a coalition, more unprincipled^ perhaps, than has 
ever 'disgraced the annals even of the Whigs thc^mselves. The his- 
tory of that party, in these latter years at least, is a history of the 
combinations to which they have consented, for the express purpose 
of partaking the favours of the crown. They have never stood by 
the people for the sake of liberty, when, by reconciling themselves 
with the erfemies of the people, they could attain to power. Such 
Was their conduct when they coalesced with the Tories under Lord 
North — with that man whom, on the altar of public faith, they had 
repeatedly s^vom they would pursue even to the death. The same ' 
sacrifice of their principles did they make, to please and accommo-^ 
date themselves to the Tories under Lords' Grenville andSidmoUlh ; 
and you may remark, that in each of these celebrated coalitions, it 
was not the Tories who lost any character, for they had made no 
surrender of their opinions. As, then, there was evidently much 
public indignation attached to these utiioUs, * it is clear that the anger 
of the people was reserved exclusively and justly for the Whigs; for 
those who abandoned every important point which had for years 
been the pretended object of all their opposition to the court.; — 
i-dpplause.) Such is the case at present. What they before did to 
Obtain direct ministerial power, they now do to increase their influ- 
cAice in the country, and to satisfy their inordinate passion for undue 
ckHitrol. ^ They are now shaking hands, in the face of the metro* 
poHs,' vnth those very persons, whose principles they have so long 
decried, and whose characters they have so long reviled. The same 
judgment has been passed on this coalition, as on the former con- 
sbiracies against the people. No new odium can be attached to the 
Tories, for they now do what they have always done, and boldly ; 
but the public hatred is directed against the Whigs, who now ^do, 
and treacherously, that which they have made the theme of re* 
peated reproacb when done by others. Gentlemen, it is sufficient 
for you to see this coalition, in order to be convinced that the can* 
iSdate who represents the union cannot be the candidate for you ; 
he must have made certain stipulations, to satisfy your natural and 
declared enemies, which should disqualify him for your friendship. 
You recollect the activity witli which it was at first attempted to se- 
cure your votes, by professing a sincere friendship to an extensive 
Befomu But we now hear no more of that topic, and I see that the 
Electors of St. George's parish, in the interest of Mr. Lamb, are 
slow sounding the alarm against Reform, and attempting to frighten 
the Electors by the bugbear c^ universal suffrage. But I trust that 
you will understand this artifice more clearly than the former decejH' 
tiop, J trust that the majority of die Electors will insist upon Mr. 
Lunb following up his former profetsioiia by woia» ^splicit sbeh- 
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wdons. Yob are too aperienced ia the fair proousea of cmfiddlea 
to be* decdmed by genenU dedaiatioDa in* bdhalf of HherfjF. The 
Westminster Electors lisve long decided in ibeir oiif d minda that 
there is but one way to regain the lost ahare which bdooga to ib» 
peojole in the cpntrol of their own affaira: in other wordsi^ that to 
/>btainimd secure our hwfiil liberties, we must have a Beforai of 
Parliameutd — (Loud appkiu»e$.) On this.point, I repeal^ lliat the 
£lecto^ of Westminster have a right to some explicit assiiraiif^ 
firdnt eveiy candidate. S;r M. Maxwell, at iheUii electiony pro* 
ftssed hiiboelfragairaA Rcnbnn. 'Mr.-Lamb^ who h^abeen push^ 
toifaia ptcsei'it cmitienee on the poHt by Snr M : MsKwelFs fotmer 
ifapporters j at rfirst told us be was for an eitensife: reforatif : Of 
late^he'haa 'said northing/ and event his pbcards have been silent oh 
thht*8ttb)6ct T blie awarsi that by declaring for hoiaseholder anf* 
fiBge; he is alaobt destroying the < borov^h system. I do not think 
he is; 'How eao hi^ obtain, aa he cloes^ the isbppdrt of the'great 
fanulies, if he is to give them to understand^-^^' My Lord^ IwiU 
annihilate your interest in this phfee— *4Uid, Sir/ I shall aiake }i^ur 
biirgagef in that place worth nbthii^." — {Ltmghter and afplauses.) 
IiL' die same way, how .do yon think that, in trials between die mi« 
Msfar and ihe people,* or ^at is still more dnbarrassitig between 
^ parlisnneiit and liie people, he can possibly declai:e against those 
pimriaMn> hefaaa beenobli^edTdr his pibcipal support I Doea he 
tiot btand hdre as the acknowledged represabtative of &e two great 
parties (if not collectively, at least by their individual' nphoiders)^ 
wbo lave no iater^ ii coinmbn with, the* people ; ilad wfak>. ire*- 
qiienlfly combiaa in parliament/ under Ihe^pretext of supporiiw the 
conctittttioai ' biit widi die read wish of resisting the peopi^. niit I 
aeeiliatiMr.Iiamb has appealed to ike 'tradesmen of Weatnnnsl^n 
Of coursdfieliaS'^he knows tha^ hoirevdr he" may be recommencfed 
fty theaiistDcney, It U by the inflaencedrvotes of^tfae tridesitieii 
that he must supply his poll.. This appeal may indeed *be caHeda 
fldocfeei;^; for he knows very weU, that if nobody but himaelf ap- 
|pea|ed'to tbetradesmenwif tUey were not prefeaedto4hispbu:eb^ 
brery solicitErtiob^ and indeed demand of tfadr tuf^enerbiis employ*- 
era» faia appeal woidd ^be* tatally' fruitless ifaen^ as it is ridicnloaa 
faotWi' It %onldU hior^candid, and equally efficadoua, if the Cai»* 
didate were^to repeat on these Imstings. the ksdori formerly taught 
by tfaesAdmtralty. politicians on the same ^ene. It would be bietter 
if be were to aav, what I aee the Chr6iiicle says, iiat'fae expdctflftke 
aapport of the triads of the Constitution in Church oM 'SUite. 
These tworda sire int^ligible enough, aiidas* thdy biost b^ •venaow^, 
fcremblingian t&e lips of the Cealitron Gandidftte, he had better utter 
then at:onlice; AMyet he wM not— he still ^cfauser- to be retote^ 
■aQidad^ayadmelhing belonging to odieiiB rather tbaa aa any thing 
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himself. He is iiie friend of this thing and of that man. 
^^Laitgkter and applame.) The friend of the principles of the 
revolution;. The friend of liberty. The friend of Sir Samuel Jlo- 
millj, who was^tbe friend of Mr. Fox, who was the friedd of his 
eountry-— and> lastly I see my learned antagonist placarded as the 
friend of the poor man. This latter denomination comes, I think, 
with peculiar grace, from the candidate, whose friends have on this 
occasion' slept forward to deprive the poor man of the only remain- 
ing property which the poor man now possesses— I mean hi& vote : 
{Loud cheer&.y^{or to this effect does the decision made at their 
instance respecting the po&r. rates in&lUbly amount* That decision 
will more than account for Mr. . Lamb's majority : but evai with 
these advantt^es-— with all that can be effected by the wealth of the 
aristocracy and by the distresses of the people-— the mean» of the 
coalition candidate seem daily to diminish, and, I doubt not, but 
that there is still spirit enough in Westminster to insure the ultimate 
triumph of our cause. 

Mr. Hobhouse Mrithdrew amidst great applauses. 

Mr. Lamb came forward; but his voice was drowned in the 
clamour of disapprobation which arose from the whole body of the 
people. He said, that days ago liis opponent, always so lavish in 
predictions, announced that long before this time the Whig majority 
would have been extinguished. It had, however, gone on slowly, 
but surely advancing. To the charges of his opponent he could not 
hope to make any answer likely to convince those who were deter- 
mined to refuse him the right of being heaid ; while the many 
liheral men whom he saw solicitous to hear eyei^ persoo, would de^ 
tide on the character of that cause Which sought its security in an 
organised interruption to the candidate against whom their invective 
was directed.^— He retired with wishing them a good night. 
. Sir Francis Rurdett came forward, and was received with 
great applause. He spoke as follows :•:— . 

Gentlemen,— -I did not. address you yesterday from the hustings^ 
because, as I repeatedly endeavoured to impress upon you the pro- 
jpriety and justice of hearing every person who addressed you, and 
thinking it only justice that you should act upon this feeling, J was 
really anxious that the other candidate should 1^ heard before I 
again appeared before you. You have heard the repeated addresses 
urnde by Mr. Hobhouse to implore ^our attention to Mr. Lamb-;- 
and however difficult it is for you t^ suppress your feelings, it 
would be well if you would continue to give all parties a patient 
hearing. It would be well to do so, for you have heard the most 
extraordinary motives assigned to this interruption. You have heard 
of the extraordinaiy charge, that you are brought here to interrupt 
Mr. Lamb-- and die still more extraordinary assertion that yoii 
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hzve beeki bribed by me for this purpose; W^re' I cafmble'of M' 
tempting to bribe the English public, for such I may fairly call the 
great body I now address, your own int^rity would, I am sure, 
render abortive the baseness of the aUempt« It has bqeix suggested 
that I. should have addressed you wheki'Mr. Lamb was interrupted, 
for the purpose' of obtaining for him a hearing. This would h?ive 
: beeo arrogance and folly on my piirt, for it is impossible I can dp 
more than. 1 have done, that is, to solicit your patient attention to 
all that the parties engaged in. this content can have to say to you on 
the preseqt occasioii-^and it is unfortunate for your own sakes, as 
well as for. theirs, that you will not listen to what they have to urge 
11% thcar own behalf. I am the more anxious that yqu should hear 
Mr. Lamb, because I kno>/v he is put forward not only as a Whig, 
a name you will not like, but as a wag, who may possibly entertain 
you ; and though he may not entertain the many, he may perhaps 
amuse the few. As it does not please you to hear Mr. Lamb, I 
shall refrain from addressing you, in reply to the observations which 
he is reported to have made; I shall, therefore, addresi» to you only 
a few general observations, the effect of which will be, I trust, to 
Stimulate those ei^ertioos of which I know you to be capable, and 
which, I am confident, if made, will place us ultimately at the 
head of the poll. I have no doubt of our final success, and that at 
pri^sent we have no reason to despond. Ours is the cau^e of Li- 
berty-^our voters are freemen, who cannot, like those of our oppo- 
nents, be brought by compulsion to the poll. I have that reliance 
on their independent spirit"— -I have seen that spirit roused, and I 
have heard of the promise^ which have been m^e, which will, no 
doubt, be fulfilled ; these not only leave me a confident hope, but I 
may add, not a shadow of doubt, that our success will be decided 
and commensurate with the justice of our great cause. Mr. Hob- 
house has told you that already we should have a majority oq the 
p^U, were it not for the objections taken respecting the non-payment 
of the poor's rates— objections respecting which, if one; uniform 
rule be not observed, I think we shall have great cause to complain 
of the conduct of those who preside on the present occasion. Mr. 
Hobhonse had aptly enough expressed his surprise at Mr. Lamb*s 
o»lling himself the friend of the poor. The man who would 
captiously urge this objection respecting the non-payment of the 
poor's rates,, instead of calling himself the friend of the poor maf», 
should rather style himself the poor friend of man ; that would be 
bis more .proper designation, for he who can act so does not, deserve 
the name of the friend of man, he is no friend to the liberty of 

man, to that liberty which k 
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*^ Lends to life iu Instre and perfame,' 
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tad die value of wbicb, I tnut, our great example w31 still eontkme 
't6 uphold for the people of Englandy and in this contest secnre for us 
a glorious triumph over the unnatural Coalition which is now arrayed 
against us. I think it right to notice one or two statements whidi have 
gone f<Hrth respecting me. Tha Editor of The Mwmif^ Chronich 
has spoken as if I considered the office of Editor of b public Joor- 
«al as a lowly occupation^ he knows little of me, if he imagines 
that I hold such an office to be an humble station. On die codtraryi 
my opinion is, that die conductor of any portion of the public 
'Ipress-^I mean of the free pnblic press of this countryi who con- 
ducts it with that fir^ of all virtnes, impartiality, and who adds to 
this, ability and intelligence— -I say, that I look upob such a dian, 
instead of filling a lowly station, to be holding a proud station in 
this free country — ^a higher station, geildemen, th«i lis filled by many 
<if the titled but insignificant personages who boast of wealth and 
iionours among us.-^Gteat applause.^ If a man filling this ata- 
'tion\shouId, on the contrary, give a false colouring to facts, abd 
lend himself to misrepresentation, then, I say, he exposes himself 
tb die just animadversion of every honest aittn, and he cafnnot com- 
plain of the just indignation which is the consequence of his'oWn 
'Conduct. It has been said in the paper to which I allude, that in 
1802 I came into parliament for Middlesex upbn Wh^ prindai^e^. 
I never came in upon any such termb— 'I do not know what Whig 
pfiueiples are, Gendemen. I have been, in vain^ trying ta under- 
stand or define diem. Are they die principles of the jusdy cele- 
brated Mr. Fox, or are they the counferpar t of the sentiments of 
'slich a man as Lord Grenville i Mr. Hobhouse has well observed, 
tfiat in all the extraordinary coalitions of the Whigs and Tories, the 
former alone lost public charactei^. This b an historic truth, for 
diey atone had any character to lose. Amongst the persons who lire 
denominated Whigif, I know there are many gendemen of most ho* 
norable principles, many most independent men, wha are true 
inend^ to the peo^e of England, and who must not be confounded 
with the r^st of the party. But when one speaks of the party, it is 
-impossible to be always making those particular distinctions, and 
whefi the animadversion upon their conduct is made', it can only* be 
understood as applying to those wh6m die cap fits. I would' not 
exceed proper bounds in saying, diat there are many gendemen 
equally honorable among the Tories; but *tbu says notfai^ when 
we speak of the whole as a party, and when ouraoimadvefsbof i^ I 
repeat, oiade iqpon them, those whom the <^p shall fit must alone 
'i^ear it. But when I look at bodi parties t(^ether; I can only la- 
ment that between them the people "of this counby ha^e be^n 
weighed down to the earth; that between them die people have 
been ruined by taxation ; and diat by die mal««lmiai8tratioo of each 



229 

party in ks turn, the liberties of the people have been coqiproiiiiseih^ 
From this experience,, the people very rightly attach no importaQce' 
to which of the two parties shall be in oflice. Is it not astonishing, 
then, that men in pq^yer will not see that there is something bad in^ 
the system, whiqh ought to be altered ? the soot of the evil is in th«. 
corruption of the House of CoBimon»--and the fiur represeht^tiob- 
of the people in parliament is the only effectual remedy for the re?- 
raoval of this abusje, I ^hall detain you no longer. Gentlemen, iToni5 
the impoi^tant exertions which you are called upon to make — impor- 
tant not* so much ii concerns Mr. Hobhouse, but as concerns our-^ 
selves; for though 1 am of opinion his principles are just and right, 
yet 1 know the difficulty there is of speaking of one's-self, mudh less/ 
df another, from the little permanent value that can be attached to- 
men's principles* But I do say of Mr« Hobhouse, that I think he 
bas ability to support your cause^ and integrky that will never desert 
it. — i^Applame.y — X know his prineipks are in unison^ with my own^ 
imd I trust we shall triumph over the efforts of corruption and 
tyranny as far as they are embodied against us in the Westminster 
Election. I trust we shall triumph over, this monstrous and unprin- 
cipled Coalition, which has never beea more odious and disgusting 
than it appears on the present occasion, and that our triumph will, 
as I confidently' hope^ be greater on this than upon any former oc- 
casion. With these pnnciples m conmion between us, it is not ex- 
traordiaary that our adversaries should attribute sinister views to otir 
actions — Uiat they should say money was the real active agent on this> 
occasion. ^You know this to be felse^ Gentlemen— <-were it true, 
Gentlemen, I should be a detestable hypocrite, and yoa the com- 
monest cheats, and we should deserve to be exposed to general de- 
testation and public disgrace. I again say. Gentlemen, that I rely 
upon yow efforts to support the independence of Westnunster. 

Sir Frauds £urdett retired amidst reiterated cheers, and witk him^ 
lyf r. Hobhouse. Both of them adjourned to Fisher's rooms, and 
agaia addressed a large assembly of the Electors who- had followed 
them. The reader may wish to see the paragraph in the Times and 
the article in the Morning Chronicle to which Sir Francis Burdett 
alluded.* He will remark the strange pertinacity by which even 

* « Sir Tranck Bordctt ratnraed agaia, in his speeeh firom the bostkigt, to a 
peiyoiuil attack on the Editor of thii Paper. It woold seem that the Editor's ex* 
ertions in the canse which be has so inTariably espoused had been effectual, thus 
to provoke such bitter hostility ftt>m the Honorable Baronet, as if to these he owed 
in some degree the ftilnne of his projects of self-aggrandiiement. There would 
have been no ant&acation to the Editor in bein^; left oat of the list of characters 
whom Sir Francis has chesen to stigmatiie ascormpt, becaoM tbey have nnilbrmly 
maintained the principles which seated the lUnatrtons family of Brunswiok upon 
the throne, and whe have preserved theur integrity in the canse amidst all the evil 
reports whidi he and hit tottoweis saised against them. While the Editor of this 
Paper has the hoaonr to preserve aninpaured the good opinioD and conidence of 
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the Times held to the fiction of the Moraing Chronicle ; that there 
was a hired party to hoot Mr. Lamb:* Not one sixpence 

< 

the difttiagiiished pjenoos who ha?e never swerved from the direct line, and who 
are justly held in reverence by all men who respect consistency, truth, and honour, 
'he can bear the taunt of contempt which the companion of fifr. William Cobbett - 
and of Mr. Henry Hunt has levelled at him. True it is, that once, and but once, 
did Sir Francis Burdett and the Editor of this Paper dine at one another's tables. 
In the year 1802, Sir Francis Bnrdatt stood apon Wi^ fyrtadp/es as a Candidate 
fpr Middlesex. The Editor of this Paper, as a Freeholder, was invited to a party 
at the house of the Honorable Baronet, to take steps for the furtherance of his 
Election ; and recently, that is, in the course of the last winter, the Honorable 
Baronet dined at the House of the Editor. He was brought thither by a mutual 
friend, without invitation, but that friend previously said to the Editor, ' that 
Sir Francis would be happy to come along with him*' What will be thought of 
the decorum of the Honorable Baronet, who, after this plain statement of the 
case, could chuse, in the absence of the Editor (whose indisposition be knew had 
kept him from taking an active share in the present contest) that it vras an act, or 
the act of * his life of which he was ashamed } ' We suspect that there are other 
acts of Sir Francis Burdett's life on which he can reflect with less complacency, but 
we leave these to his inward monitor. — ^We have nothing to say to him but in his 
public character — and our hostility to his principles would have taken from us all 
desire of personal intimacy, if even, in the very humble sphere of life in which 
a Journalist is placed, the Editor could have aspired to mix with the ckwm society ' 
of the Honorable Baronet. 

«< There is nothing so disgnsting as to talk of one's self, but there are occasions 
when it is excusable, and surely the Editor of this Paper may be forgiven, when . 
thus pitifully assailed, he presumes to vindicate his claim to public confidence' 
against the aspersions of this foul-monthed declaimer. From the year 1777 the 
Editor of the Morning Chronicle has laboiured indefatigably in the cause of free- 
dom, justice, and humanity. In the course of this long service he defies all 
mankind to prove that he has been venal or corrupt It is, indeed, some proof 
of the integrity of his proceeding, that he still is bound to labour at the oar. He 
owes it, however, to an indulgent public to say, that the very extensive circulation « 
of bis paper is an ample remuneration for all his toils, and the fair profits of his 
paper are the only reward to which he looks, or which he will ever receive. 

'' This then is tlie difierenee between Sir Francis Bnrdett, Baronet, and the 
Editor of this Paper. 3ir Francis* with high birth, splendid fortune, and elegant 
talents, has so shifted and changed, so degraded himself by vile association, so 
forgotten the manners of a Gentleman as to adopt all the calumnies of his click* 
and so roused the apprehensions of the genuine friends of the Constitution by his 
mischievous doctrmes, that at this moment be has not standing at his side one man 
of consideration who supported his political pretensions ten years ago. The Editor 
of the Morning Chronicle entered into the usefol profession of a Journalist, un« 
known and unassisted. The opinions of the exalted Statesman, deceased, sunk 
deep into his heart. He has acted upon them with constancy, and he trusto with 
utility. The resAlt is, that he has the happiness to enjoy the friendship of all those 
who reverence the memory of Mr. Fox— and he desires no better epitapb on his 
grave-stone, than the testimony of their esteem.*'— JVem ike Morning Chronicle (^ 

Thursday, Feb, S5. How ungrateful to attack Mr. Cobbett, whose wit the 

Chronicle had borrowed to abuse the Rump 1 — and Mr. Hunt also, whose unheard 
speeches the Chronicle had recorded for the honor and glory of the Whigs, and 
the depvesslou of Sir Francis Burdett ! 

* After the cheers, by which this speech (Mr. Hobhotise*s) on its conclusion 
was bailed, had sobsided, Mr, Lamb came forward to address th^ ineeting. Tlie 
booting was very great, and evidently proceeded from a set of men Who were hired 
to make it. We really cannot help saying, that we timik that Sir fntaeu Burdett 
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WAS 6VE17T FOR SO BASE A PUHPOSE — NOB WAS ANT 
ONE STATIONED TO ^AKE A NOISE BY THE REFORMERS; 

As to the article in the ChroDicle, the reader may admire the 
agreeable parallel macte between the plumy state of Mr. Perry, 
and the fallen fortune of Sir Francis Burdett : the <;ompari8on being 
made by the complacent Perry himself. 

The ReformerSi seeing the small majority of Mr. I^amb, felt 
confident of success. Their Committee came to the same flattering 
conclusion, by a survey of their canvassing books ; and the same 
encouraging report came from every one engaged in the sam^ 
cause. The following hand-bill was distributed the same evening, 
and advertised the next morning: — 

'^ Reform of Parliament, — ^Westminster Election. 

** Electors of Westminster !-— The power of the unnatu- 
ral Coalition against *you is dwindling away J 

*^ Their trifling msyority of Nineteen, at the latter end of th« 
week is equal to a defeat at the beginning. — ^Those whom influence 
and power deprive of choice are compelled to vote at what time 
their oppressors bid them. Still their majority is but nineteen. It 
is an evidence of their declining strength. 

** Come to the Hustings, Vote for HOBHOUSE, and give them 
their Death-blow ! " 

Sir Fsancis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse attended several parish 
meetings, and were every where received with the most affectionate 
tokens of regard. 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27.— TWELFTH DAY, 

> ' • • . ' ' ' 

■ The following notice was appended to Mr. Lamb's advertisement 
this morning, and placarded in the streets :-<^ 

" Mr. Lamb's Committee respectfully inform his Friends, 
that the reports purposely circulated of the Electors ^ in his interest 

could, if he chose/ obtain silence ibr Mr. Lamb. We know that in his speeches 
he has always advised the mob to hear that gentleman ; but nnfortnnately he has 
never given th«m that advice till Mr. Lamb has left' tlie hnstuigs, after ineffec- 
tnally attempting to make himself: heard. We submit it to the Hun. Baronety to 
try what effect a word trom his mouth or a wave of his hand would have, in 
' staling the tumult of the multitude, either before or during the time that Mr. Lamb 
is speaking. As niatteis are at present carried on before the hustings^ only one 
party is heard, which we craaider to be as nn&ir as if Sir F. Bnrdett, m the pride 
of his strengUi, should commence buffet^ing a poor wretcM, wh«»c hands were tied 
behind him— an act which, from tlie generosity of his nature, we know that Sir 
Francis Bnrdett would scorn as much as any man to commit." 



teiDg obalnicted cor mcdeBted' on their, way k> thai Poll;, nrtw^fiff 
witbout foundation;, aad that e Free Passage from the CpmmilleQ^ 
R601B, £7^ Hennetta-streety to ihe.Soulb Entrance of tbeHualingpty. 
wiH be kept open, down to the verj laat hour ot the Poll, ritildibi|^; 
no Vdter need apprehend the slij^test inconvenience.'* - 

. As there had as yet not been the least distorJbance in iba stceets, 
and no one had been prevented from, polling; k was immedialely.* 
apprehended by the Reformers that this was an electioneering nia-*> 
nceuvre similar to that which had been played.off at the l^st.eleotioo^} 
when the friends of Sir Murray Maxwell were told that they C0ukL 
have free access to the poll, and some unmerited odium was. thrown 
on the opposite p^rty ; at the same time that the, Mazwellites, uqder^ 
the prietence of resisting a violence which hai^^ liever^ b^en offered, 
arrayed a^hired force. The itrformer^ felt confident diefefol« that 
as the Whigs had insinuated that violence had been used by Uicttr' 
Op^onent^y they, the Whigsf, Were actually muttering d 'mercenary 
body themselves. It is needless almost to mebtion hei^e that W&ich' 
is notorious to all London, that sicTce the people have thily r£tiviied< 
their Representlitives in Westminster, none of those disgraceful plrac*' 
tices vvhich before attended the struggle of the two parties, have 
been witnessed in die elections of this part of the met^opolis< ' It 
has been quite unnecessary for the Reformers to hire the show off 
tha^ popularity: which they h^Ve in the mibstan^e; and ha^ng die 
power of the people, nothing would be so absurd as for thefn to 
oiganize*an insignificant portion of that force, the whole of which is: 
spontaneously their own. The Whigs, however, chose to assert that 
the Reformers had been guilty of this IfoUy, and since their coalescing 
with the Tories had, as before said, borrowed one of the stale tricks 
of Sir Murray Maxwell's Committee. This pretended fear of 
oi^anized violence was,;, b9wever, sufficient to denote that some * 
such organization was. j^reparing by' the coalition ; and the itppre^ 
hensipns of the Reformers were soon justified ; for in the course of 
ibisf m6min^ certain ititel%ence was conveyed 'to the Gobimuteeat 
ndMMP^'S rooilis,<diat Mr.Llinb's friends had re-hired and augmented' 
the Brown Bc»r party; and that the proceedings ^t the hustings 
would certainly be interrupted this day by the above nCiercenaries; ' 

. Mrp Hohtiouse was this morning introduced to a great nombex of 
diC' unpolled vbtersof St. Anne's pari^ : he and his friends rec^ved 
scarcely a single refusal; but,' on the other hand, the government 
had \qow appeared openly ip the field, and the polling was very 
heavy «a the side of Mr. Lamb. The ordnance office in particufauv 
ijnder the auspices of the Duke of Wellington, was making very 
great exertions. All the popular pretexts of the Coalition Capdjdate 
were laid mde><^the regular coiut signals were hung out— and the 
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filiBCtor» were now IpM to '' Votb vob ^amb -fos thb Honob 
O^.Wbstminsteb/' Tbe canvassers on the part of that gentle- 
manvspread about ai'eport.tbat Mr. Hobhouse was some individual 
raised from the dregs of society, and put forward as having a little 
more education, and much more assurance than his pot companions. 
Indeed these panvassers stopped at nothing. In some parts, Oxford- 
street for instance, ' Mr. Lamb. was represented as being friendly. to 
the^catholic claims, or unfriendly, to them, just as the Electors hap* 
pened to be inclined. This advantage was not possessed by Mr. 
Hobhouse, who being requested by : several of the voters about 
Chelsea to say that he vfas, against the catholic clsums, replied 
through- the Committee, that he would make no such declaration; 
and if he lost the Election by the contrary declaration, he would 
•till mal^e it. Mr. Lamb's canvassers condescended also to repeat 
and .propagate the report that Mr. Hobhouse was of exceedingly 
libertine principles in religion ^and those very papers which had 
before accused Sir Benjamin Hobhouse of canvassing for his son, 
now asserted that such was the father's abhorrence of his child, ^e 
was; canvassing against him. Mr. Hobhouse was repeatedly intreated 
to contradict these rumours from the hustings, and was assured that 
they impeded the canvas of his friends; but he would not consent 
to notice^ such malevolent absurdities, and was willing to give the 
coalition the whole benefit of their worthy devices. , ^ 

At die close of the poll this day, the numbers were — 

Polled this Day, Gross Poll, 

Hon. G. Lamb • . . 442 . . . 3693 
J. C. Hobhouse, Esq. • 250 . . . 3077 
Major Cartwrigbt . . . . . 37 

Mr. Lamb's hired ruffians were placed in a cluster at his end of 
the hustings, and were ably seconded by the gentlemen in the hustings^ 
some of whom were recognised as bearing the most honorable 
names of the party. Amongst those who were the loudest in crying 
off*! off! when Mr. Hobhouse was speaking, was Mr. Charles 
James, Fox, Lord Holland^s eldest son; and several other young 

fentlemen were scarcely less active. It must be mentioned that the 
ootings with which Mr. Lamb had been on former days received, 
none of them proceeded from the tradesmen Reformers who stood 
within Mr. Hobhbuse's end of the hustings. They were the ebuUi- 
lion of the popular feeling, without the hustii^s. 
.When the* board was exhibited, Mr. Lamb's party and the 

i^entleinen. set up the most vociferous cheers. The people were as 
oud in their hootings. Mr Hobhouse stept forward ^^ 

Gentleman,— <0.ur opponents are lOT before us on the day's polj. 
Their whple ; majority amount; to 6i0-r-^ni it has beep propur^ed 



chiefly in the tMirish of St George, where the mAaence of iik 
aristocracy possesses its greatest weight. (Hisses and hodtingsfhm 
the hired party^ and cries of off! of! Jfom Mr. Fos and the 
genilemen^oud cheers from the people.) But this majority is iM 
so great as that of the Court Candidate on the late occasion, wfaid^ 
exceeded 800, and which you annilulated in two days. (Appkna^ 
and the same cries.) I trust, however, that this* is the last day M 
which our antagonist will be at the head ^f tb6 pol(, imd thftt oil 
Monday you will convince your opponents that you have not changed 
your character, and that you feel and see deat'ly enough timt'the 
Whigs have not bettered Aieirs. The present contest has mH, X 
lielieve, given them much chance of growing upon the public ^steem^ 
but has shown, that having determined upon an Unworthy ob)^t^ ikij^ 
object to no dishonest means by which it may be attaibed» -f 9%e 
struggle between the people and the hired party of Me gtntlemm 
here became very loud and incessant.) 1 do not charge those who 
are now interrupting me with being hired ibr that purpose^ ttldiougk 
Mr. Lamb thought fit to make that charge against those who have^ 
some how or other, been displeased with him during this Election. 
If there are any base enough to sell themselves for such apurpose^ 
It is to be hoped my antagonist would not \^ dishonourable enoe^ 
to buy their services. He has insinuated, and more than insinuated, 
that a party was paid for hooting him. I defy him and all his friends 
to make good his charge. Moreover I toy, that if Jiol wilfully blint^ 
he must, know that no such vile manoeuvre has been resorted to by 
the Reformers. What do they want with packing en audience 
amongst the people whcfn all the jpepple are for diem ? (The met 
were renewed^ and the attempts on the part of the people to st^le 
.them only increased'the confusion.) Gentlemen! (said Mr. Jioln 
house, turning to those in the hustif^) if you are not disposed to 
hear me, I must retire. (Some one cried Mt " DonH go-^neve^ 
mnd the gentlemen blackguards in the hustings — they are only the 
little great men.") I am as confident of success now as at any period 
of the contest. The people of Westminster cannot permit tb|s 
-monstrous and unnatural coalition finally to triumph. ' if only half 
of the promises given to us shall be made sood, our cause will uld^ 
mately succeed. (Mr. Charles James Jbir cried •* Off! Qffr 
louder than ever.) Gentlemen-^it seems stran^se that any one 
'should suppose that 1 have an interest in pi^venting the other Can- 
didate from being beard. My interest lies the contrary way— 4f he 
does not speak, how can I reply ? Besides this, instead of the 
charges being made against me good humouredly, and on the scene 
of actiop, I have the disadvantage of findmgthem recorded i^ainsl 
me in a more r^nlar sort of impeachment in the daily oracle of the 
party. The Chronicle of this day^ for instance, caUs the Reformers 



235 

tlltras : a strange word when we consider that it is the teriti appli^ 
hr France to those who would push the principles of despotism to 
Aie extreme. The Whig vocabulary of railing must be surely nearly 
exhausted when such a term is applied to the friends of liberty^ even 
supposing that we were a little too eager and earnest in our courtship 
of that once favorite goddess of the Whigs, If, however^ by calling 
ns UltraSj our antagonists mean that we go beyond them in feeling 
the paramount necessity of Reform — ^not a partial but a radical 
Reform— if they mean that we go beyond them in our resolution to 
act upon this conviction — ^if they inean^ that we go far far beyond 
tfaem in upholding the importance of the people, and the in- 
significance of party ; then, indeed, we plead guilty to the charge-:* 
we are Ultras in this sense of the word. But if they mead to say 
that we go so fiir beyond them, as to seek for redress only In Revo- 
lution, and that we are inclined not to stop short of confusion and 
anarchy — ^dien, I say, wt are not guilty, but they are guilty-— that is 
to say, they are guilty of making a charge which they cannot, which 
they know they cannot, at all make good. {Here the noise increased.) 
Gentlemen, we have to contend with every difficulty; but we shall 
surmount every diifficulty; even the decision' respecting the poor 
rates will, I trust, prevent no Elector from at least tendering hiar 
vote. The cries of " Off! off! " from the gentlemen under Mr. 
Lamb, and the party without, here stopt Mr. Hobhouse, who isaid, 
" Let Mr. Lamb speak." Mr. Lamb cdme forward^ and said, 
^ He was not so arrogant as to presume to bid them to be quiet.'' — 
Gentlemen, as you see that' those who oppose your wishes to hear 
me can still keep up sufficient clamor to prevent me from speaking; 
audibly, I will save you the trouble of any further contest with these 
gentlenien to-night, and retire. 

Mr. Lamb then appeared in front. 

The Times says of this exhibition,—" We cannot find words to 
describe the scene of confusion which took place; we must content 
ourselves with saying that evai in Covent Garden we never witnessed 
any thing like it before. Mr. Lamb continued to speak, though 
those who stood within a few feet of him could not catch a single 

sentence.*' In fact, the people seeitied resblved to revenge 

themselves for the interruption given to Mr. Hobhouse ; and the 
shouts of indignation that assailed Mr. Lanib were heard far beyond 
Alt market. A copy of his speech, however, was transmitted, as 
the British Press mentioned, to the newspapers, a^d waithus reported 
in the Chronicler— f . . 

He wished he could hear what the gentlemen said ; if th^y would 
not hear him, he should be glad to hear them ; and if any of them 
wished to speak, he would readily give place. Certainly the Hon. 
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^aronet could not be accused of much arrogance in bb obtaining 9 
hearing for hina, for if it was to be ni^aaiired by their silence, the 
Hon. Baronet was certainly the most modest man b^athing. Surety 
his majority had iponsiderably increased.! for thb l^e believed he, 
m.^iit^ in some degree, thanl^ his opponent. . It was said some time, 
ago that he (IVf r. I^amb) was not supported by the tradesmen o£ 
West^instef, the consequence had been, that the tradesmen thought 
^t necessary tp come forward, to make the cause their own, and the- 
result had been this clay's majority. Since h^ could not be heard 
generally, )ie would, at leasts speak shortly to those 9lose to him^, 
and not leave uncontradicted some of the principal misrepreseiUa- 
tioos that bfd been' poured forth aga^ist him, ^nd that he had 
hitherto, ticjen unable to answer. jNfr. Hobhquse ^ad chosen to 
enter into .a loidg de^l of former proceedings of the Whig party, 
md the^coaIi^o93 they had formed, Among these, l^e bad stigma- 
tued the latter coalitioi^ with the GrenviUes, as having injured the 
ciiaractdr of the Wlvgs* He could tell th^m of one previoiis. that 
injured th^m mi^ch more, and tbVt was, the coalition^ with Sir 
f'ranci^ Bi^dc^t. ip suppprt hjm in his copte^t for Middlesex. The 
Ifqiy B^TO^|^i had, tp his a^tonisfa^ei^t, (accordii^ to his reported 
apeech), said that he did not stand for i^f^ddlesex^uppii Whig prin^. 
ciples, for that he never could understapd what th^y, were. , Yet the 
tlon. Barone^ had stated on the hustings at BriejDtford, that he belonged 
to that p^'rty wl^ich was cpmmonly .called, the Whigs* He'8ay8y> 
Qoweyer^ that he did, npt imderstand their princ^>l€ss« As he had 
^d so, be ^98 bo^nd to ^believe him ;. and. indeed he could con- 
ceive it, as o^ the present o^cfision, it w^s noore than probable that 
the Hon. baronet, \a common with the people at large, was in the pre« 
dicament of not understanding the principles pf bis present, pominee. 
However, he then publicly professed himself a Whig.; and if he was 
not a Whig, ^ he now says, he deceived Mr. Fox find the Whigs 
^hP.^HPpor^d him^ and palmed himself uppp die 'electors of Mid-^ 
dlesez, under a false character. Mr. Hobbouse hiinself, imless he. 
ifaspiiich misinfprmed, not lopg f^o, .when he sojigbt to represent 
one of the Universities pf ^b^ kipgdqm, JEmd thought such a cha- 
i^ter voilld; be useful (p him, had also .proff;ssed himself a Whig. 
His opponent had been rather incaiitious in his abuse of the last 
coalition pf the Whigs, and his comtnents on it could scarcely be 
acceptable to his protecting Baronet, for the Baronet at that time 
acted with the Whig party, and did not desert them till some years 
afterwards. The moment that he had chosen to desert them, was 
shortly after the death of Mr. Fox. That great man was scarcely 
hud in his bpnourad grave, before the Baronet ^tept forth to ridicule 
the goodness to which he owed a large debt of gratitude^ and decrj 
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the talents wbtch claimed the admiraUon of the world, and a^insl 
^hkh, while livings he had never, and never would have dared, to 
breathe an insulting word. He percdved he could scarcely be. heard, 
and would attempt it no longer ; his opiponents had accused him of 
tod much watery, and were displeased with his attempts to amuse 
that assembly. He had-to-dayy to please them, meant to be as se-» 
rious and as dull as he could, though he never felt in better humour* 
l^>r fear he should' be betrayed, if he continued, into sopie^hing like 
a Jest, he wdUld wish tlieni good night. ■•] ' './ ' 

' Sir FsAncis Btrftp^Tt next stept forwahl. The gedtfeinen 
began crying off! off! and were Joined by Uie party without the 
liustings. The peojple dieered vociferoui^Iy.. Sir Francis remarked, 
that he was going to say, that he would not take advantage Qf'a9« 
dressing the Electors on this occasion, because Mr. Lamb had not 
ti^n heard. He did think that it was unfair to have tw6 to one.—- 
'(udf|>p/ati5e).— ^Even at football he thought it was unnecessary to tdl 
them that it was impossible for the gd:me to be played, if there were 
two oh one side and none on the. other. Although he felt perfectlj 
cocifident upon the issue of this contest, he would not take the ^dvad- 
tage of addressing them, because he wished to shew Mr. lisitapib 
th^t he would liot sanction unfiiir play ; and I^e 4ei^ed it to be'bd- 
^ierstOod m- future, diat unless all sides were heard alike, he should 
feel it to be his duty to remain silent. 

' I^Vhen Sir Francis Burdett withdrew, Mr. I^am^ton came fpi'- 
ward, and was observed making attempts to address the pebple. 
There were loud cries of nbho is he ? and off^ off, off! Ifo Whi^ t 
Mr. Lambton -said, ''"If Mr. Hobhouse's niends would^Ibw me 
-to speak, I should wish to make soine observations ^if ib^ \ifill 
not, I must retire.'' ' ,.».,'. 

Mr.'HoBHOvsE came foiward— " Gentlemen, I entreat yoii to 
hear Mr. Lambton, for my sake— for your own saJces.'' 

Mr. Lambtov then spoke with less interi-uptioh, and was si^l- 
dom hissed except when the j^^n^/Semeit were indiscreet enough to 
dpplaud the attacks on Sir F. Burdett. 

Mr. Lambton went on.' He had only to appeal to their. c^ndbilr 
-bA £iiiglishmen^^ fot a fair hearing, convinced as he was, that how- 
ever he might' differ in opinion from. some of them, still that they 
wotild'deeta it but fiberarto Ke^r the principles upon Which' that 
dlllferenc^ of bpinion was founded.-^^jpp/aws^.) — He Wjas sure 
thai he should not make this appb^f iii vam. It was with tip smiall 
regret tha^ he stood fo/ward on the present occasion to oppo^Mr. 
Hobhouse. ' He had had the pleasure of Mr. Hobhouse's friend- 
ship for some timd, and no'individual entertained a higher opinion 
of his talents or of his honou* than himself. Mr. Hobhouse, how- 



ever, had thought proper doriog the present etection to make sottie 
statemeDts which he felt it to be his duty most solemnly to contra- 
dict. Mr. Hobhouse had told them that Mr. Fox had said that it 
was his sincere wish that all distinction between Whig and Tory 
should be abolished. Now he had the authority of the iilustripiia 
nephew of that great man to state, that Mn Fox had neirer made 
any such assertion. He was not much surprised that the words of 
Mr. JE'ox w ere not accurately reported, when he recollected the coiw 
fusion which existed, and the difficulties which were thrown in the 
way of that class of individuals by whom these reports were given ; 
a class who, by the bye, contributed in the highest d^ree to the 
liberty of the press and the country. . He also stated, that Mr. Fox 
had never made use of the words '^ radical reform." The words 
which he did make use of, and he stated it on the authority of Lord 
Grey, who was present on the occasion, were, '^ a radical chaise 
in the system ;" and not *^ radical reform." — {^* Pooh I it is the same 
thingJ^. — If Mr. Fox did mean reform, was it the same sort 
of radical reform for which Sir F. Burdett was the advocate ? 
He would answer that it was not, for that radical reform was 
but the watch-word for annual parliaments and universal suffrage. 
He feared that there were some individuals in this lai^e crowd 
who did not wish that the truth should be heard. If. t^re were 
such, let them stand forward, in order that the great majority 
of the persons by whom they were surrounded might treat them 
with the contempt which they deserved. He wished to ask by what 
right it was Sir Francis Burdett now came forward to bring charges 
against the Whigs ? Was it the same Sir Francis Burdett to whom 
credit has been given by the society of Concentricks, at Liverpool, 
upon his stating to them that he was ready and willing to support 
their plan of reform ? * Was it the same Sir Francis Burdett who 
made this declaration, that now came forward to accuse the WhigB 
of hugging infamy to their bosom, and to apply to them epithets of 
the most d^rading description i Sir Francis Burdett had accused 
the Whigs of subornation of perjury, in bringing persons to the 
poll to vote for Mr. Lamb; but upon what was this accusation 
founded ? Was he not guilty of precisely the same practice him- 
self f How came he to parade about the, streets with banners and 
with music, but because such proceedings were fair and honorable 
in a contest like the present ; and if they were fair and honorable 
upon his part, surely they were equally honorable on the part of 
Mr. Lamb's friends. Attacks had also been made on individuals of 
the other sex ; but he. would leave it to Englishmen to say whether 
this was a fair, .lK)norable, ,and manly mode of conducting a con- 
test* Had not some of the fair sex exerted themselves in favour of 



Mr* Hobhouse ako? To be anre they hacL Erery one connecfed 
wkh him had been u9iDg the utmost influence to place him in that 
aitttation to which he had been recommended — recommended he 
vrould say, by a Committee which published one of the most Iibel;> 
lous reports that ever escaped from the hanch of any Committee 
vrhatever. He was not performing a very pleasant task to his own 
feelings, but he considered himself bound to come forward to vin- 
dicate the character of those who had been libelled^ in a manner 
.the most foul and unjust.. That report accused Mr. Fox of having 
been guilty of crimes the foulest that could sully the character of 
any man. It went so far as to accuse him and his friends of riot and 
even of murder. He would leave it to all those by whom he was 
surrounded to say whether this charge was founded or not. For his 
own part^ he repelled it with the indignation which it deserved, and 
retorted the charge of infamy upon those from whom it proceeded. 
Mr. Hobhouse had charged the Whigs with standing neutral at the 
early period of this election. He was astonished th^t Mr. Hobr 
.house should have made that assertion, when he knew the corres- 
pondence that had passed between him and Mr. Lambton on that 
subject. Mr. Hobhouse well knew the disposition of the Whigs 
was to make a temporary sacrifice of their undoubted claims to the 
confidence of the Electors of Westminster, in order to secure 
unanimity, and that, in consequence, the proposition to start a Whig 
candidate against Mr. Hobhouse had been twice abandoned. But 
the Whigs now cape forward, because Mr. Hobhouse's Committee 
had thought proper to bring. the grossest and foulest charges against 
their character, and because they thought it necessary to appeal from 
them to the People of Westminster, knowing well that such an ap* 
peal could not be made in vain. He knew that the independent 
Electors would stand forward to resist the nomination of a Com- 
mittee so constituted, and that they would not sufier Sir Francis 
Burdett, imder their dictation, to nominate whom they might think 
proper. Was it Sir Fri^cis Burdett who now came forward to 
complain of the boroughniongering system. He should like to 
Jknow in what boroiJ^gh in the kingdom there was a more complete 
dictation than by a part of this Committee. Mr. Hobhouse had 
brought forward a most despicable character, a Spy, accursed both 
by God and man, to support his pretensions. He brought forward 
a spy, who had been sent to their Committee for the purpose of 
afterwards betraying them. He did not think, from what he pre- 
.viously knew of Mr. Hobhouse, that he would have enlisted such fi 
man in his cause ; bi^t from a source so polluted, he was not sur- 
.prised that falsehood should characterise the statement of the spy. 
Mr. Lamb had never stated, fior had he (Mr. L.) ever stated, thsMt 



240 

he w«8 ignorac&t of the corrupt borooghmopgering systenir It ivas 
impossible that he, or aoy other man, could plead ignorant of k 
system too generally known to exist. He (Mn L.) was sis much an 
advocate for Reform as Mr. Hobhoiise, and he thought ht ought 
with truth say, for a description of Reform more true and efficioit 
than was supported by the party who had put forwaid Mr. Hob- 
house. It was that Reform of which that illustrioaa and lamenled 
frien^ of hi^ country and bumanity. Sir Samuel RomiUyi was fiat 
eMighte^nbd and indefati^ble advocate- On ' thbt Reform bt d^- 

itiinly ^ave Mr. Lao^b hii inpst cordikl supi>6rt. '^^ 

Mr, HoBHOUsB agud cathe forward-^e' gentlemen"^ ifte 
hired |>arty b^ap again to hiss — ^bikt Mi'. liimbton, booking dd\^ll 
at them, waved his band, aiid ctiM no ! nd ! sitefic^l' ^itebce !-^Mi'. 
Ilobhouse then b^an, and ans^vt^rdd'Ml*. L^dibtoli hi the fo})6#ing 
speech, which was received' tbrou^out with' the l6ud^t a^^a- 
toons by the whde assembly, and was p^mted aiid dHnikl*(kl it>y 
order of the Committee the sslme evening. « > . . ^ 

Ge^tlemeb,-*— I labour (mder considerable disadvantage in answet^ 
inff Mr. Lamfofon's speech; for 1 did hot distiiM^tfy hekr thl^iMiM^ 
cular topics' h^ touched upon. I bnly dccasidtidly cdught ibme df 
bis sentenced. To those I dididatch, I shall gitis the best tad diMt 
'sincere ansWers^ 1 can. H6 first, as lundersamd'him^ dtat^,'A{lt 
be has the best Authority for saying, that Mir. Fok m^e%pt^»eith 
wish for the abolition of die miserable di^tinctiotas ot VfiHg aUd 
Toiy. What I hav0 to' sav' in jil^fication df my quotation fi^onl 
Mr. Fox's speech is,' that 1 took the cgktrkcf'lvhiyi ri^flid fr6ibf a 
jpublished Te^ti of that speech. All the ri^pbrts that I hati^ t^SA if 
that speech con<^ur in attributing to Mr. Fox Ibe ve^ Wdrdi; 'I 
We he^rd, indeed,' that there is doe ufpcfrt in which they a^e'ntft 
dtedi MKXambton has told younhat hd Had bis infornilition f h>ti[i 
tte nephew of Mr. Pox (Lord Holland), that MK Fot n^erbted 
&e word$ Tquot^d. M Mr. Latiibton hais'tbM'yb^ that'*he Itts 
ifhis authority, I think it Hgbt to M^e'that I bad ihyinforiimltbit 
from the nephew of Mr. Fox likewiscf. I aftbd die qdesfiM df 
^im, in a passing way, whether that aj^eelBh bad.b^d coi'i^dy i^ , 
irted, and I understood from' hini th^t it had' bieeA tepdtted by 
Fr. Pferrjr himself'l • .••.... ., ; ; .• ». ,1 • ' 

' Mr. LAMBto!^:-^! have the authority 6f Lord H^lkiid I6p deity 
ne corredtne^s of that report. ' " • '• '' ' '\^ 

^ Mr. Ho%ti[oijss. — ^I should have n^er ^entiobeil' a^^tiite 
conversation, had not that speciefs of cdmmii^icaidon been aHiifd(idl6 
by Mr. Lambton. I ihusi agam rtpeat thdt I isked Lord HoOaitd 
the question, whether that speech' Was cdrir^tly reported^ ahd I tin* 
derstood it was repbrted by Mr. JPerry. Th^ wor& are to tteVoiidd 
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in All the editions I bsve read. We have likewise the authority of 
Sir F.< Burdetty wh<y wiis^also present at that debate. I should like 
to know from him how his memory serves him, for I understand 
that he does recollect perfectly well that Mr. Fox used these words. 
BesideB, it is vei^ extraordinary, that- as those words are in so many 
various reports of Mr. Fox's Speech, made- at the time, that' they 
never were conthidicted till now. ' It is only stated on private author 
rity, and from recollection, that- he did not use these words* You 
qU know, Gentlemen, that one authority is as good as another. M^ 
inquiries authorise ine in toying that they tx>ere used ( but exclusive 
of this, the speech ttself bears me out. Mr. Fox lays peculiar stress 
on the bad effect which party efforts and distinction^ had upon tho 
question of Reform ; and when the sense renders the use of these 
words natural-^'^^ind when the records of their being spoken are uni- 
form, surely I am not to be accused of mistatement for my having 
quoted them, nor is my statement to be overthrown by merely partial 
recollections, opposed as they are by so many varioiis printed autho- 
rities^ Mr. Lambton says, that Mr. Fox's expression was *' a ra- 
dical change of ^stem/* The words to which I alluded in the re- 
E»rt are, ** a radical Reform of the Representation in Parliament."^ 
e says that there is a 'wide difference in the meaning of the two 
phrases : but the question is, Gentlemen, not what I or any other 
man means, but what Mr. Fox himself meant. I have explained to 
you Aoa? I quoted his words, and where I got them. I never said 
diat Mr. Fox meant *the same plan of Radical Reform that we 
wish.'l' I said; bn'the contrary, that he did not mean the same, but 
that he used- the words; and had Mr. Lambton read any other paper 
than the Morning Chronicle^ he would have seen that there was no^ 
ground for his observation : for actually, Gentlemen, in reading the 

• * Mr. Percbyal, on the 3rd of Jattaaiy, 1798, remarking on a former Speech 
of Mr. Fox, said, " that Mr. ¥0% had declared he woald form no paattot any Ad« 
ipini»tratio|i without a total, fundamental, and Radical Rtform of Parliament, and 
he beuffed the House to attebd to those most dang;eroas and alarming ifirords.'' — 

Parh Hiitt. vol. 53. |i. 119l^nd 119l». 

Mr^ Fox, in lepiy to Mr. PBRCEVAL».said— '< I do not pretend to have a very 
good memory of Uie precUe words of any roan« and especially of my own ; but I 
raink the words 1 used Were the^e, that a Radical Rrfomif tioth of the Representa- 
tion in Parliament, and of the abuses which have crept into the practice of the 
Gonstitntion of this country, together with a complete and fundamental change of 
system of administration, most take place, and that until it did, I, for one, will take 
no share in any administration, or be responsible for any office in Bis Majesty's 
eonnsels. - 1 think these were my Words. I am sore they were the snbstance of 
what I sakL'*r^UHd. p. lt29. ^ 

Mr, Pitt said, " The Hon, Gentleman (Mr, Fox) expressed himself in the mm 
words the London Correspondiua Society had thought proper to adopt."-'Ibid. 
p.l«69. . *^, * ' ' » 

:t Bat It nay be said,, that the Friends of the PeoplepMfeMed the veiy piiaci* 
plet foQnd ia Mr. Uobhouse's declaration. , . 

it 
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Phronid^j ^I no mpre rccogtiz^ ^hat pafses ^l^ tbe^lmi^igs^; tfiaii 
I (do what 18 goipg on in Japiiiid, I think I n^xf, cau^t Mr« I^mb^ 
(qp'b espres^on, thajt on this occasion we. had /A< atdqf fhfi Whijgjf 
to drive aisvay Sir Mprrii; May well. I repeat what \ before saidi 
that they gave u^ no aid. Mr* Lamhton certainly did make la m» 
^ private, declaration of his support, on certain conditions; but was 
this any proof th^t I was to havp; the suppprt of the Whi^f ot that 
%hey as^i^tfMl U9 in driving a,way Sir Murray Maxwell I Surety the 
proffered support pf Mr. liambton did nojt drive aw^y gi^ Murray 
Maxwell! Mr. lAmbton is qqrr^pt when he says ibat he endea- 
youred to prevent anpther candidate, being started against me* I 
Relieve be did contribute to prevent another candidate being. started ; 
bilt, surely bis writing a letter with that vieWf ;cannpt be construed 
either as ,a proof of his, or the Whigs, having drisen Sir Murray 
Maxwell from the field. Neither he npr J iinderst€(pd it to b^^ve 
bad thi$ effete t. at the time. I hope J am the last qi^n to be uih 
griiteful for. expressions of kindness ; but wheo Mr. j^mbton an-? 
nottuces diem on these hustings, . I may be permittedr to quote the 
lines of our poet Prior : — 

«< To John I owed great obligation. 
But John unhappily thonp;ht fit 
To pMUh it to ail the jiatum : 
Sure John and I are more than quit.** 

I think I heard Mr. liambton apply the m^ord ^^ despicable '^ toi 
Biy conduct. I hope I did not— (Mr. lambton : ^^ certaiply pot."> 
I am glad of it. I again contradict tlie assertion, that the Whiga' 

Save the smallest aid to expel the Court Candidate. I appeal ta 
|r. Lambton's friends (looking ta the Gentlemen by whom Mr.^ 
Lambton was surrounded), whether they <]id not say the Whigs 
^uld observe a strict neutrality between me and Sir M* Maxwell. 
This I know was the understanding. I positively deny that we re^ 
.^eeived any assistance from the party. I ask, was there any subscrip- 
tion opened among them, any canvassing, or any other act done ta 
assist us f I know not of one. I defyMr. Lambton — I defy any 
oth^r man of the Whigs — I defy any man living, to say with trUth^ 
that the Whigs came forward to assist us in any way whatsoever to- 
drive Sir Murray Maxwell from the field. Mr. Lunbton knows 
very well, that in his private conversations with me, he stated his 
o|>j^^tions to the Whigs starting a candidate against mp, and I! 
thought at the time, diat independent of his personal kindness to/ 
me, he was governed in his opinion by a proper popular feeling. I, 
owe it to Mr. Lambton to state thus much, but as to the Whigs 
givii^ ine their support, I know they hiAl more hostHiiy to BUe than ^ 
otherwise — indeed this was avowed to me by onO of the rq^resen*^ 
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fktives of the leading Whig famifies. He avowed to me that thev 
were on the whole hostile — ^that Jf was not in fact populai* with 
them. Mr. Lambton will recollect that when he ipoke to me od 
thi^ busliness before, I told him I considered his conduct the niore 
kind and the more flattering, because he was almost the only man 
6f the party who so expressed himself. I never made any objec-* 
tion as, if I heard him rightly, he insinuates I did, to Ladies can* 
vassing for my opponent — (Mr. Lambton said, '' my allusion was 
to Sir F. Burdett.*^ —Yes, I remember what Sir Francis Burdett 
«aid; but his' objection was not against Ladies canvassing— it cast 
no reflection upon the fair sex ; for what he complained of was this, 
diat the nobility were driving about, and forcing voters into their 
coaches decorated with coronets, and bringing them down to the 
poll. As to the spy that Mr. Lambton charges me virith using, 
all I shall say is, that he was not a spy. T never sent him to Mr. 
Lamb^s Committee, nor to any meieting ; but he told me after he 
bad been, not to Mr. Lamb^s Committee, but to a. public meeting 
of his parish, what had occurred. No spy has been employed by 
us, although zDe see spies enough coming to us from Mr. Lamb's 
party. I walked up to this poH, from the St. Anne's Committee, 
arm in arm with a man whom I afterwards found to be a spy. The 
information given to me by Mh Clarke, whom Mr. Lambton desig- 
nates as a spy, was a plain statement of what he heard Mr. Lamb, 
who ^s always talking of Reform, give of his prt7icip/es at a pMblic 
meeting of Mr. Clarke's owil parish. The declaration thus made by 
Mr. Lamb, does not authorise any body in designating that man as 
a spy, whose questions put to Mr. Lamb at that public meeting 
produced the declaration. There is, t know, a ereat deal o( spying 
in our Committees ; this is, I suppose, merely the Ruse de Guerre 
of our opponents. , I should be glad, pn occasions like this, that we 
ahbutd bave none of those lying, tricking, and paltry stratagems, 
used at some elections, but which, until again resorted to, and now 
practised only by, our opponents, were banished from Westminster. 

As to the Report of the Committee, which has been animadverted 
upon by Mr. lambton, what I know of it is, that it stated the opi- 
nions upon the subject of Reform of the 340 Electors componng 
yoiir parochial- committees, who ordered its publication. If that 
report be offensive to the Whigs, lam not answerable for it. I am 
not here to state what I approve or disapprove of that report; but 
1 confess I do hot see in it atiy thing so offensive as Mr. Lambton 
pleases to thmk it to Contain; except, indeed, do far as plain truth 
may be offensive. I am astonished at Mr. Lambton calling upon 
me to speak upon this topic,. when he knows, as well as 1 do, that I 
cannot, without a breach of trust, dbcuss here that point with him. 
l do not think this quite fair and honorable dealing. The Whigs 

R 2 



244 

» 

are here to oppose me, and I most stand or fall by a comparison o^ 
my conduct with theirs. I must stand or fall by shewing them to 
be, in, this contest at least, the decided enemies of the people. If 
Mr. Lambton had taken the trouble to read other papers, and not 
believed all that was said by Mr. Perry in his Chronicle, he would 
have known where and how I was misrepresented. He who was 
himself here, ought to have known that when I denounced the 
Whigs as a party, I always made individual exceptions. ' I never 
said or thought that there were not honorable men in the party. X 
objected generally to the conduct of the Whigs as a party, and to 
their conduct more particularly in Westminster. Do. the Whigs 
mean that we are to be trampled under their feet, and are never to 
speak our sentiments until they choose to ^Uow us ? Did they ex- 
pect that we should feel in any other manner than we have felt at 
their conduct, in rising up on a sudden, without any warning, to op- 
pose the popular candidate i We saw them stand by for months, 
until we had expelled the Court Candidate. We did this without 
their aid. It is this which has aroused the arrogance of that 
overbearing atid impotent party. I say impotent^ because it is 
their impotence which makes them arrogant. They cannot act be- 
neficially for the j>eople. The country knows this, and laugha at 
their 'Marge" minorities— despises their proceedings-^and treats, 
as it deserves, their ill-assorted combination. They can do nothing: 
they know it, and therefore they talk so foolbhly, so indefinitely. - 

I have now. Gentlemen, answered every thing I heard of Mr. 
Lambton's speech. I repeat, upon my honour, I have given a sin- 
cere and candid answer to all the statements that I heard him make. 
I am glad you heard him« I hope you will do so again if he should 
address you. It is for .your interest, and my interest, that he should 
be heard, and if possible answered. 

Mr. Hobhouse looked at the poll as be retired, turned round to 
the Electors again, and said, " We shall wm it, Gentlemen ; I have 
not the least doubt of the result.^ 

Tlie effect produced by the reply to Mr. Lambton, M^ich waa 
delivered, as the Sunday papers announced, with the utmost anima- 
tion, was very considerable. No rejoinder was attempted by i&Cr. 
Lambton, on that or any other day of the Election ; and the Whigs 
for the future sent no more orators to the hustings. The People 
accompanied Mr. Hobhouse and Sir Francis Burdett to the Com- 
mittee Room, and the assembly filled the outward yard. They ad- 
dressed the people from the windows, and were answered by re- 
peated assurances that every eflfort should be made in behalf of the 
good cause. 

The Committee issued the following hand-bill :<-^ 
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'' Reform of Pabliament. 

'' Electors of Westminster !-^The Poll is dra^g to its 
dose, another glorious victory is within your power. 

• '^ Your Eoemies — ^your Whig and Tory Enemies^ are formidable 
in their craft, and in their corruption. 

*' That you despise their power, is but too clear, for you are 
lulled into a security, which, if continued, may be fatal. ' 

** Arouse yourselves in time ! Your Freedom, your Honor, your 
Independence, the character you have maintained for the last twelvie 
years, may all be lost while you are preparing for action. 

* '* Come forward instantly, and record your names mnoog those 
who are exerting themselves to maintain them. 

'^ England expects Westminster to return HoBHotJSE to support' 
BuRDETT and Reform. — Quick to the Poll 1" • 

In the mean time that this contest had been raging in the metro-^ 
polls, the friend)i of freedom in the country were perfectly astounded 
at the conduct of the Whigs ; several articfes deprecating the con* 
duct of the pMy^ appeared in the most respectable provincial jour- 
nals, and amongst others, the Scotsman, and also m the Norwich 
Courier. The Morning Chronicle was ^instructed to counteract 
these rising sentiments ; and accordingly in the paper of Saturday 
appeared the subjoined article : 

" We observe, in that independent and intelligent paper, The 
Scotsman, an expression of deep concern at the contest which is 
now carrying on ia Westminster, and much blame imputed to die 
Whigs, for having introduced disunion among the friends of liberty, 
by starting a candidate against Mr. Hobhousb, after diat gentle- 
man '' had been so long in almost undisturbed possession of the 
field." It is due to the Editor of The Stotsman, and to the other 
friends of liberty in the country, who may hbour under the same 
'misuke, distinctly and explicitly to declare, that the present contest 
for Westminster was not sought for by the Whigs ; (a) but has been 



(a) But the excuse was sought for ; just in the same way as 
when the. Whigs thought of starting Mr. Samuel Whitbread, they 
gave . out that Mr. Hobhouse had attacked them at a parochial 
meeting at St. Geoige's parish. To these parochial meetings they 
sent spies ; one of whom complained that Mr. Hobhouse did not 
speak but about Reform, that is, did not give the Whigs any thing to 
lay hold of. The letter in the Chronicle of November ^as written, 
to procure a declaratioa from Mr. Hobhouse, on which to found ao 
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forced upon them. fay the violent and virulent abosei contained in the 
Report of Mr. Hofahouse's Committee, and sanctioned by that gen- 
tleman in his speech at the Crown and Anchor Tavern. (6) 

** In this creed or manifesto of the Ultra party, the Westminster 
Elections, in the time of Mr. Fox (who. by the way. was the first 
person in the present reign that emancipated Westminster from the 
d^raded condition of a Treasury Borough), are described aa *\ pro- 
fligate,'' ''atrocious," and ''corrupt,", and ". mwder" is. said to 
have been " the smallest part of .the. crimes that accompanied 
them."(c> The expressions of Lord Grst against Mr, Pitt» 
when persecuting his old associates, the Reformeis, are retorted on 
himself; and though, he has, on every public occasion, declared him- 
self the friend of Parliamentary Reform, he is publicly- branded aa 
" an apostate." The Whigs are said to have '' justly incuixed the 
<;ontempt of the people," and they are stigmatised ^'. as a faction, not 
a jot better than the Tories." (d) Was it. possible for men of spirit 
and honor to keep on terms with a junto, who brought against them 
such felse accusations, conveyed in language so virulent and intem- 



opposition to him; and it was said by a Whig leader, " if there 
was not another man in the world, we would oppose Hohhouse.^ 
This was while Maxwell wasipflhe field, and at the time there was 
some talk of Mr. Whilbrpad. 

(i) Read the Report; it may be piit in without one word of 
reinarla as a reply to this caluninyi Read Mr. Hobhpuse's speech, 

(c) Were not the elections attended, with circumstances of profile 
gacy, atrocity, and corruption*!? Could 80,6op/. be spent without 
It f There is now living a person who polled* one man ten times in 
different disguises for Charles Fox; here are ten false oaths, to say 
nothing of betraying the people, hy calling the representative of such 
sham votes the representative of the people.. As for the inurders,' 
they were committed, Tiiir^ Home Tobke procured the record of the 
coroner's inquest, of two men killed in the streets by the bludgeon- 
men, and intended to have produced it before the Election Com- 
mittee. See the action between Mr. Fox and Mr. Tooke. There 
18 an active Reformer in Westminster, who himself saw a barrow- 
man killed for mere sport between the two hired gangs of Fox and 
Hood. For the rest — ^the Report only quotes. a record of the trans* 
actions written by Mr. Thelwall. 

(d) Ssud of the Whigs in 1 807 : and b it not true ? Did they not 
incur the contempt of the people ? and might not the Report have 
truly said that Ae contempt atUched to them still ? 



pemte? Vfis the cb-operatioA of Mr. Place and Co* woirtb puf^ 
cbasingy at the price of personal degradation, (e) The Whigs have rt^ 
peatedly shewn their readiness to sacrifice their interest to their pi;in- 
cfpl^s ; but they dannot consent to give up their honor^ even to serve 
the cause d( liberty, if so noble a cause could be served by sucft 
prostitution. For many years they have borne in «ilence the fool 
and caludinlous imputations of the Ultras^ (f) and have even ad- 
mitted into their circles some of that party, who have no scruple to 
use a different language in private from what they hold at the ale- 
house. ^^^ But, where there is no confidence, there can be no 
co-operation. A schism among those who equally profess to be th^ 
friends of libeity, is undoubtedly to be lamented. It is^ however, 
ther work* of the Ultrks, and not of the Whigs; The latter will nei- 
ther swerve from their principles, nor sacrifice their honour to obtain 
support from aiiy body of men whatever ; 'they will steadily pursue 
the course which they think most conducive to the public interest, 



(e) Mr. Place and Co., that is, S,86l Electors, who, if joined 
with those disfranchised by partial and arbitrary conduct, and bj 
temporary distress, would certainly be a majority of the Electors. 

(Jf) That is, never let slip an opportunity of abusing the Re^ 
formers on every occasion ; just before the Report, Lord Grey and 
Mr. Lambton made, in the strongest and coarsest terms, a set attack 
Upon the Reformers, particularly the Westminster Reformers. ' 

(g) For this we have the word of the Chronicle* The admmon 
of Sir F. Burdett, Mr. Hobbolise, and Mr. Kinnaird (for these areT 
the individuab probably aimed at) into the cirdet of the Whigs, was 
indeed truly condescending, especially too at a time when these person^ 
were known to be frequenting the akhouses, and laughing at the ^^ cir- 
cles^ with their pot-companions. If, however, it is no more trae that 
they had die advantages of this admission, than it is that they devoted- 
their tiiM to the alehouses, dien it is to be feared that they cannot boast 
of much intercourse with the aristocracy* There is one consolation,^ 
namely, that die Whig who wrote this artitle must have been at the 
alehouse too to know what sort of dtsoonrse these individuals held^ 
there. By the way, talking of alehouses— how along ago is it since^ 
the Duchess of I>evonshire kissed the chimney-sweeper, to get a- 
vote for Charley Fox ? and did the Chronicler know, that whilst he 
was writing, a certain Right Honorable Lady was ^ using language," 
not only in the alehouses, but the bagnios, in behalf of Mr. LAuAh 
The fact was known at the time to the Committee of Reformers,** 
bat they'bi&ingihere blackguards^ did not makes song or a placard: 
of itj as the gentlemen would have dotie^ — . 1 



248 

undeterred alike by the frowns of the Courts or by the maligiuty of 

the BUEDETTITES.''(A) 

The Morning Chronicle on Monday thought it necessary to re« 
publish an article, which appeared in die. Norwich Courier. Here 
It is, with the preface : — 

'' ,The endeavours of the Westminster Rump FaqUon to deceive 
the public in those parts of England where Whigs, and the principles 
of Whiggism continue, in spite of Sir Francis Burdett apd the 
Court, to be ever associated with the rights of the people, (a) and 
the fundamental doctrines of our constitution, have already been no* 
ticed by us in our paper of Saturday, in which we commented on an 
article in The Scotsman respecting the present contest for Westmin- 
ster. A delusion of the same nature (although we have reason to 
believe very limited in its extent), has crept into the county of Nor«i 
folk, where a most respectable and independent journal. The JVor- 
wich Courier^ of Feb. £0, censures the Whigs for creating disunion 
among the friends of liberty. The following reply to the above ar- 
ticle appeared in th^ same journal on Saturday last, and we reprint 
it as containing another plain exposition of the facts, difiering in no- 
thing from our own statement :-»r^ 



(h) What shall we say of the malignity of those who have.no 
other method of replying to political antagonists, than by boasting 
of halving received them, as if solicited, into their circles, hindng what 
their private talk was, reproaching them with living in alehouses ; 
and, lastly, charging them with basely varying their opinions to be- 
tray their high companions and cajole their vulgar associates ? And 
the Whigs talk of the personalities of the Burdettites, and of their 
malignity! In this one article we have a sample of true mannera 
in all its modes. The Whigs remind a man of a fovor you have 
conferred on him; allude to the language of his privacy; charge 
bim with treachery and double-dealing ; and couch the whole accu- 
sation in such a way as to have the full effect of a direct charge, 
but not to allow of any means of contradiction except by the general, 
and perhaps unheard reply, that the whole is an infamous untruth. 
And these are the men who call themselves gentlemen. 

(a) The great preference the Tories have for Sir Francis Burdett 
Mras seen in Westminster, when Maxwell gave Romilly 2000 votes, 
and when the Carlton House tradesmen received orders to vote for * 
Mr. Lamb. The strict association between the Whigs and th^ 
people was seen also at the kte Election. 
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^O THE EDITOR OT THE NORWICH, YARMOUTH, AKO LTNH; 

COURIER. 

^» Sir,— The leading article of your Paper of the SOth instant^ 
contains observations on the present contest for Westminster, totally 
unauthorised' by fects. 

'' The writer of that article conceives that blame is due ^ to hoth 
parties* for dividing the popular cause. 

^^ In the name of those Electors in the interest of the Candidate! 
who represents our cause, as it was asserted and maintained by the 
late lamented Mr. Fox, and as one who agreed to support Mr. 
Hobhouse when Lord Johq Russell, for the sake of keeping the 
popular interest united when it was expected that a Court Candidate 
would be put up for Westminster, resigned his pretensions, (6) 1 
flatly contradict the statement, that ' blame is due to hoth parties' 
on this occasion. 

*' The facts are simply ad follow i-^— 

" On the 14th of November last, when Government had an- 
nounced its intention of supporting Sir Murray Maxwell, the Whig 
interest in Westminster (which had first liberated that city from 
Ministerial servitude in 1781, by choosing Mr. Fox) deeming Lord 
John Russell the most likely candidate to fight the public cause, in 
which we all seem to be agreed, (c) with success, against a Court 
nominee, testified a disposition to support that excellent and tried 
friend of the principles of our glorious Revolution. Lord John 
Russell had also the advantage (and a great advantage it was, with a 
view to success) of having professed and acted upon the principles 
of Sir Samuel Romilly, who, as we all know, stood at the hend of 
the poll for Westminster in the Election of June last, even although 
Sir Francis Burdett was then a Candidate, (d) 

** The friends of Sir Francis, however, were determined to put up' 
a Candidate, who should, by his vote and conduct in Parliament, 



(&) Lord John Russell, in a communication with Mr. Hobhouse^ 
which Mr. Hobhouse conveyed to the Committee, .positively as- 
serted, that he never had resigned his pr^/e/isioizs— he never having 
put them forward, and Mr. VVishart having nominated him against 
his will. So much for the first statement of these *^ simple facUr." 
, (c) It is presumed that all those who. seemed agreed attended the 

Sublic meeting, to support Mr, Wisbart's nomination of Lord John 
Russell — all these amounted to twenty^ve — not one more. 
(cQ'But how was he at Uie headf by receiving more than two 
thoMsaiKl of the second votes of the Court Candidate. 



represent the principles and follow the views of their own C3]ief> 
mther thdn those of Mr. Fox and Sir Sanniel fiomilfy. * ' <' 

'^ When this disposition was enocM, and maintained in such a 
manner as to convince the Whigs that they must either give waj^ or 
divide, the popular interest, thbt gave WAT;(r) and many of 
them not only engaged to support Mr. Hobhouse, hut canvassed fof 
him, and exerted their best means to secure his ele(;tion. (/) 

'' From that day until the 9th of February, union, and apparent 
cordiality subsisted between the Whigs of Westminster and th^ 
frieiids of Sir Francis Burdett. (g) Mr., Hobhouse, with many op-^ 
portunities of explaining his views to individual members of high 
rank, and bag standing, among the. Whig party, and of avowing 
those fundamental differences in principle from^ the Whigs, which he 
is now delivering every day from the hustiugs at Westminster, a» well 
as his personal dislike and distrust of them^ during the whole qf this 
time was silent. (A) Sir Murray Maxwell was in thi^ 
FIELD ; and Mr. Hobhouse^ although certainly no party man him- 
self, received, if not with gratitude, at least with politeness, the £iir 
and ^alous support of those Whigs, from whose public principles 
and views it now appears that he ,was more widely separated thaa 
from the Tories, (i) 



(e) Gave way — ^because Lord John Russell .would not stapd. 

(/) This is positivdy false.. Not one of those engaged in the 
nomination of Lord John Bussell canvassed, or exerted any means 
to secure Mr. HobhoUse's election. 

(g) So far from true, that no cordiality whatever subsisted. Thci 
Morning Chronicle first inserted a hostile letter against Mr. HoIh 
house— then kept perfectly silent ; s6 that the friends of freedom m 
the country thought Mr. Hobhouse abandoned ; then an effort was 
made to start Mr. Samuel Whitbread, by, the very. Whigs vvfao had 
been concerned in Lord John Russell's nomination. 

(h) False. Mr. Hobhouse, from the moment of his nominationy 
was treated with the utmost coldness and suspicion by most of those 
Whigs with whom he was in some degree of intimacy ; and, indeed, 
since his decided preference of the cause of the people Co that of the' 
party of the Election of 1818, he had never pretended to hi^ formier' 
familiarity with the intolerant party which he kheW admitted of nrf 
difference of opinion. Whatever opportunities he possessed of pri-' 
vately stating his fundamental difference of opinion, as to paifty, he 
waa always explicit: he stated that difference to Lord Tavistock, tc^ 
Mr. Bennett, to Mr. Lambton, and to Mr, Broughain, tb']^fr; 
Dennison, to Mr. Ellice. He never had any other opportunity. • 

(0 Mr. Hobhouse never could behave with either gratitii'de or 



. '' Thu9 matters went on until the Qth of Febnulry. On timt day 
his Committee met ; but in the interval Sib 'Murbat M'AXWEi:ir 
HAD BETiBED^ aod umon amoi^ the fiiends of Irec^oin/rrHAT 

VHIQN TO WHICH THB WhIOS DAD iSACltlFlCIBD LoBI> JoHff 

RussBUJL, .appeared no longer necessary to Mr« Hobbouse or hia 
Comnuttee* 

" Stilly however, all might have gone on peaceably, and Mr.. 
Hobhouse would have been returned without any publie) rupture (y) 
between the two parties, if that Committee, and afterwards Mr. 
Hobhouse himself, had.not at ibatmeetingy in a manner the most 
wanton, uncalled for,, and unprovoked, declared open and unex- 
TIN6UISHABLB War against the Whigs, against their principles and 
iiitentions, as well as their persons and their^ characters, not sparing; 
even Mr. Fox himself; grossly and wilfully misrepresenting the one,, 
and vUif^^ing theother, by the foulest personal invectives, and holding: 
lip the whole body to the scorn and hatred, and even to the ven« 
geance of the people of England, 

*^ Now, Sir,* I beg the writer of the article who says that ' both 
parties are to blame' for the present contest in Westminster, to say 
wbathis opini^Mi.of the Whigs would have been if they had suIh 
mitted to bear the character of Enemies to the People, Apostates,. 
Place-hunters, and even Murderers, all which des^nations are lo be 
met with either in the above report, or in the speech of Mr^ Hob^ 
house? 



politeness — ^for their fair and zealous support— for he neveb be- 
CEIVEB IT, I^ is extraordinary that such a falsehood as this should 
be so audaciously repeated. He was promised the support of Mr*. 
Perry, of Mr. James Macdonald, and of Mr. Wishart, before his 
nomination,,, and when it was thought Mr. Kinnaird would be prcK 
posed; but however received their support, or that of any Whig^ 
whatsoever, unless Mr, Cilice is to be called a Whig, i^d he subf, 
scribed S^/. From the first ip the hst, .the Wtigs threatened a^ 
Candidate, jand a Mr^ Godwin : actually commenced a canvas the 
moment Maxwell retired. .' ' 

(J) The .honest Whig. Elector, after stating so many simple facts^, 
seems to have let slip a word here — ^the prevention of a public rup- 
ture surely is an admission of a previous prtt?a^e dissension ; and yet 
he before talks of the apparent cordiality which had subsisted be- 
tween the Reformers and the Whigs. The remainder of the <* simple 
facts'* about the R^rt and Mr. Hobboude's iipcech, have been an-: 
swered before^ in commentii^ on the preceding arnele. Such wei'e 
the means tskea to secure Mr. Lamb's election, and those too, bjr' 
GetUlemen! ! I 
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^* What could tfaej do, except appeal to thb Elbctohs of 
Westminster against the chaige i 

<' With whom, then, did this cootcst originate i Was it with the 
Whigs who supported Mr. Hohhouse while his return was doubtful, 
or with Mr. Hohhouse, who, when he thought it secure, then, far 
the first time, characterised us as I have described, and declared 

his FUNDAMENTAL AND IRBECONCILBABLB DIFFEBEN'^B 
FBOM V8 ON PUBLIC PRINCIPLE? 

** I am, Sir, 
"A Whig Elector of Westminster." 

In the very same paper which contained these '^ simple facts," which 
said, that ** the Whigs canvassed, and exerted their best means to 
secure Mr. Hobhouse's election," — which said that the Whigs ^ave 
him ** their fair and zealous support," appeared another article of a 
Whig, the Editor's, or leacfing article, containing these very words— 
^* It is true Mr. Hothouse had not the general or active support 
of the Whigs, during his canvas. But is it necessary to explain to 
mm the cause of their indifferencef^ And again^-^' But though the 
Whigs took no active part in his behalf" Thus ** the best means' 
of the Whigs in one page of the Chronicle are '^ indifference^ 
the ** fair and zealous support,^ which it is ''a simple fact 
that Mr. Hohhouse received from the Whigs, turns out accord- 
ing to another simple Whig fact, to be construed into the Whigs 
^' taking no actisoe part in his behalf^ It ma^ be as well to. con* 
elude the extracts from the Chronicle by inserting the article con* 
taining the above quoted words. It appeared in the paper of Mon- 
day, March 1, and was alluded to by Mr. Hohhouse in Us speech 
of that day. 

^* Mr. Hobhouse comphuns, that during the threemonths he can- 
vassed Westminster i^nst the Court Candidate, the Whigs * did 
not stir a single finger' in his behalf. (1) Is this statement quite 
correct ? What ? not a single finger stirred in his cause ? not a soli- 
tary Whig promised him support? (2) Let him recollect himself. 
Has it not happened to him,, since his speech and manifesto at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, to have had explanations with more- 
than one fVh^, who had rashly promised him support, before they 
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. (1.) Mr. Ho1)lioiiBe did not complain of this— he complained of the Whigs start* 
ing a man after the Reformers aitme had ezpeUed the Court Candidate. 

(S.) Mr. Hobhonse said that a solitary Whig had done so— he said Mr. Lambtoa. 
had done so, npon condtKoiis— he might hafe said that Mr. Dennison bad done la* 
•-and that the conditions were, ^ if m IVMg was started,'* 
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knew bis real sentiments of their party ? Have no ezpostriatioos 
passed? no verbal connnunicalions ? no written animadversions on 
his conduct? (3) It is true, Mr^ Hobbouse bad not the general or 
active support of ibe Wbigs, during bis canvas. But is it necessary 
lo explain to bim tbe .cause of tbeir indifference ? Is be not perfectly 
aware, tbat it was owing entirely to the virulent placard of bb asso* 
ciates against Mr. Fox, tbat be bad not at that time tbe hearty sup* 
port of the Whig party ? But though the Whigs took no active part 
in his behalf, he is not ignorant of the fact, that they exerted them- 
selves successfully, to prevent any new Candidate from starting 
against him. (4) 

** He next complains, that after be bad driven the Court Candi- 
date from the field, * tbe Whigs came treacherously forward to rob 
him of the fruits of hb victory/ Has be lost all recollection of what 
passed in the interval i Has be no remembrance of a speech be 
made, and of a Report be heard at the Crown and Anchor Tavern ? 
Has he forgot his own remark to bis Committee, that if that Report 
was published^ it would certainly provoke tbe Whigs to a contest t 
To which some of bis wiseacres are said to have repUed— •' So much 



(S.) This atrociona expedient, of taking away a man's character by asking him 
qnestions, as if he could only answer in the affirmative, was commented npon in 
Mr. HobhoDse's speech. Mr. Hobhonse receiTcd no expostulations, no animad* 
versions, either verbal or written. Sir Ronald Ferguson and Mr. Lambton called 
upon Mr. Hobhouse, to teU him that the Whigs might think it necessary to appeal 
to the Electors against the Report. As for any expostulations of the kind to which 
the Chronicle alluded, Mr. Hobhouse hoped that he might trust to his general cha* 
racter for the persuasion that he could submit to no such insolence from any man* 
Mr. Hobhouse was so confident of this, that he did not think it worth while to 
contradict an idle story in a newspaper, (the Qbsenrer) which stated that Lord 
Grey's friends bad insisted upon a disclaimer of the Report by Mr. Hobhouse* 



(4) What does this mean? that the Whi|^ exerted themselves snoceisfiilly ia 
preveotuig themselves ftnm atartuig a Whig candidate ? So the Whigs take as a 
positive merit a piece of negative conduct ; they avow that lome of them thought 
of sUrting another candidate— and then wish for praise, beeanse, as they say, all 
of them did not concur in that measure. Surely, if there was any merit in pie- 
venting this fresh candidate from starting; there was a demerit in those Whigi 
^prfao thought of soch a proceeding; and here is an avowal of the wish to start 
another candidate— which avowal may be also contrasted with the *^ sUnple &etf 
of the Whig .Elector^ that the Whigs gme their fair and zm/oms tapp^ri to Mr. 
Hobhonse up to the publication of the Report— which is fidse. 
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Ae better/ (5) ' And Eas be now the face to conifdaiii of Inekcheiy^ 
when that verv oppositiOfl has takes place, which he hiouelf fore^ 
naw f WpuM it not have been sometbing more nkix^ to tneacheiy^ 
to have approved of the Report ^t his'Comimttee, and then to have 
Ic^pt back the publication of it till hi3 Election was over ? (6) Let 



(5) A downright falsehood. Mr. Hobhoose never made snch a remark to hi* 
Coniniitt^e, as the Chronicle calls a Cammittei which wo* not his^ and over which he 
had ntii the slighiest control. . If the remark had heen made, ii vaxat have been 
made privately ; the information mnst have been given confidentially to the writer 
in the Chronicle, and the making nse of such information could never enter into 
the head of any but a gentleman Whig. The completing the attack by the answer 
•aid to be made by the Committee, and'supposing phrases for the sake of founding 
a comment iipon them, to tlie prejudice of that Committee, is admissible only by 
^e roles of the same polite high-bred morality. 

(6) Here is the same sort of questioning— «nd tends to hint that Mr. Hobhoose 
approved of the Report, but wished it to be kept back to serve his own trea- 
cherous purposes, and until he could attack the Whigs with security. Now as the 
writer knew nothing at all of the facts, as he could know nothing of them, is it 
possible to conceive a more dishonorable attempt to ruin the character of an mdi- 
vidoal? The actual truth is, that Mr. Hobhouse^s private personal wishes would have 
led him to have kept the specific mention of the name of Lord Grey out of any Re* 
port : because he understood that his Lordship and his Lordship^'s soo4u-law, Mr. 
Lambton, had expressed themselves personally favorable to him — and he knew that 
what actually dicj occur, would occur, namely, that he himself would be supposed 
to have gone out of his way to attack individually those individuals inclined to be 
friendly to him. He told this voluntarily to Mr. Lambton and to Sir Ronald Fer- 
guson ; but he made those gentlemen give him their honors that they would not 
only not tell any one this circumstance, but wpuld not act npon it. On general 
public grounds he defended the Report. 

So fearfol was Mr. Hobboase lest be shonld be snpposed te eater Into the 
iKghtest compromise with the Whigs, that he would not allowto bepabliciy knowv 
tiiat which he might tell with the most perfect tmtli ; and whicb^ had be made h 
pubMf ly ^own, wonhl very pmibably bave prevented §31 the Whigsftom^ consent- 
^g jto oppose .bun, and thereby possibly base stopped the contest altogethefi^ 
Qenesal Ferguson and Mr. Lambton at the time regarded Mr. Hobbonse's cendaet 
iB..tiiat light. Th^ told him they looked npim his condi|ct. as molt fidr, numlyi 
and honorable ; and parted from him with nMnyand repeatedtekeoi of esteem. 
The GenersVs last words were,. << By God! lomCt hdp wUhSng-y^^tlUqfierM,* 
Mr. Hobhonse havfaiff enjoined secrecy to these Gotttleoien, did' net think he was^ 
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the^charge of Jreachery; recoil on hini.^lip test ilKiiits it 'IChe 
Whigs have l^eeQ credulous; but th^y are inf:apable of treach^^ 
'JThey woul^ never have p^rpiittied Mr. Hobhoiise to citrrjr on a can'* 
vas in ^estpiinst^r for tbree months without {opposition^ if he had 
expressed ^t that time the same opinions of iSbeir pid>lic conducti 
which he now delivers from the Hustings/' (7) 



at liberty to mention the above circnmstaoce to any one. Even when the ridico* 
Ions report in the Observer appeared, he did not pnblicly contradict it : he felt 
(hat the General and Mr. Lambton conld not possibly be the' authors of it. Wheo 
questioned at the Committee, he contented himself with saying the story was^e;, 
bttt when the allusion to this meeting appeared in the Chronicle, he thought fit to 
mention the whole fact to the' managing Committee ^ and his statement has been 
iiieraJly followed and given above. 

(7) Mr. Hobhouse could not express the same sentiments hrfore the Whigs started 
m Whig against the popular candidate, as he did qfter they had started a Whig against 
the popular candidate. Mr. Hobhouse's sentiments, as has been before stated, re« 
specting the bad tendency of party — ^respecting the Whig coalition ministries— > 
respecting the change of sentiment observable in their conduct on Parliamentary 
Reform — ^he had never concealed from any one. His conduct at the General Elec- 
tion of IBI89 prevented any mistake ; so much so, indeed, that Mr. Sturch in his 
speech on the ifth of November, when Mr. Hobhouse was nominated, said, that 
Mir. Hobhouse had done all in his power to keep Sir Samuel Romilly out of West- 
minster. Although this was not true, it was quite sufficient to shew that Mr. 
Hobhouse was considered as any thing but a Whig ; and that he was hostile to the 
combination' of party, was seen and understood by the Whigs themselves, who^ 
as b^ore asserted, lent him no support, and were continually eager to start a can- 
didate against him. But whatever Mr. Hobhouse, or any other man might have 
thought of the Whigs, of course his opinions must have been regulated by their 
conduct; andus it was impossible to show a more decided proof of the selfish, irri- 
table, domineering, anti-popular spirit of party, than was given by the starting of 
Mr. Lamb under the peculiar circumstances of the case, that event was quite 
safficient to develop the real character of the Whigs, had it been concealed be- 
fore, and to justify any comment upon their conduct. The Whigs, perhaps, ex- 
pected that their opposition to the Reformers would be received with tame sub« 
mission, with mute resignation ; that the supporters of Mr. Hobhouse would be 
content with silently recording their names at the poll, without hearing any reason 
which might justify their preference of the popular to the party candidate. Cer- 
tainly this would have been very convenient for the Whigs, and might have pro- 
duced that consommation which they flattered themselves inetwoUy woald be effect* 
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The ioterveiiitig Sanday was no Sabbath to either party. The 
Coalition Committees were in the utmost activity ; and a general 
meetii^ of that of the Reformers took place at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, Sir Francis Burdett was in the Chair : there were 
present nearly $00 of the Committee. The managing Committee 
made a report of the state of the canvassing books; and after some 
discussion, the meeting agreed that notwithstanding the state of the 
poll, there appeared no reason to doubt of the final issue of the con- 
test. Every individual present promised to exert himself personally 
to briQg up to the poll as many votes on each of the remaining 
days, as, if their exertions should succeed, would secure the 
electioh. It is certain, that when the meeting broke up, the pre- 
valent opinion was, that the Reformers would be at the head of thci 
poll on Tuesday. Every one looked forward with the utmost anxiety 
to the struggle of the next day, which, it was presumed, would give 
certain indications of the final event. 



cd, namely, that before the fint week was over, Mr. Lamb, by the mere force of 
fenuiiie wit, wonld be the fovorite of the people. Hiis might, perhaps, have beea 
the ease, if eiUier Mr. Lamb, had had aU the talk to himself, or, if the contest at 
the hostingB had been confined to cracking of jokes; bat the Reformers wish to be 
Vierions, and think that the Farce should not be acted without Uie doors of Parlia- 
ment^-so Mr. Hobhonse, and, worse than that, Sir Francis Bnrdett, told theur 
minds seriously ; and as the Whigs put the public ui possession of their past Yutaea» 
these gentlemen brought forward so much of their history as sufficed to shew that 
the party patriots were not enturely without a blot in their escutcheon. 

FinaUy— it may be remarked, that Mr. Hobhouse never attacked any good{>rui- 
ciples, as professed by the Whigs ; he attacked Whig practices ; and he more than 
pnce endeavoured to shew that he and the Reformers in general were still the re* 
presentatives of those piinciples which Mr. Fox and his friends advocated in 1798^^ 
and of which the present party were the determhied opponents* 
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MONDAY, MARCH 1.— THIRTEENTH DAY. 

The rain poured down tbe whole of the moroing* The conse* 
quence as usual was injuiioos to the popular candidate, many of tha 
voters remained at home. In the mean time, the great exertions of 
die coalition, and particularly of the government, kept down the 
majority of the Reformers ; and, at the middle of the day, the poll* 
ii^ on both sides was even. The weather prevented any. popular 
assemblages in the various parishes. 

Mr. H'obhouse and Sir Francis Burdett proceeded to the Com* 
mittee-Room about two o'clock. On their arriving there, imme- 
diate representations were made to them of the organization by the 
coalition of a large band of prize-fighters, lamp-lighters, coal- 
heavers, costermongers, watermen, and others, to the number of 
about six hundred. These persons, it appeared, divided into several 
bands, were parading the streets in the vicinity of Coi^nt-Gardei^ 
armed with bludgeons, cleavers, axes, and other dai^erous weapons, 
and had already hustled and beaten, and odierwise maltreated Elec- 
tors,, and others, wearing the JbJue ribbon. They had endeavoured to 
break ihrougfa die line reserved for those going to poll from the Re- 
formers' Committee-Room; and had so mixed themselves up with 
the people in front of the hustings : that from two t)'clock, ^ntil the 
dose of the poll, there was a perpetual affray. The people, though 
totally unarmed, or with such weapons only as they had snatched 
from their ^antagonists, managed to preserve the line to the hustings; 
hut maiQ^ of those who had witnessed the ferocity of the hired party, 
intreaited :&r Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse not to move with- 
out protection, as, in spite of popular favor, a single ruffian might do 
a serious injury to either of them. Mr. Hobhouse immediately rch 
paired to .the High-Bailiff, and made a complaint of the conduct of 
the gang, desiring that every care might be taken that the voters 
might proceed to the poll unmolested. Mr. Morris gave directions 
to the' High-Constable ; and at the same time, two gentlemen, who 
had been witness to the Valences, complained to the sitting Magis^ 
4rate, at Bow-Street;* and a Httle more investigatim proved, that 
one of the very persons who had been employed in the hiring of those 
ruifians, was a Bow-Street< officer* Mr. Jamefit*Macdonald, and a 

■• A. depntation from the Reforfflertf* Comroittee afeo waited upon the magis- 
4vate8 ;, bnt, it was presently aeen, as it had before been seen in the case ot S{r 
Murray Maxwell's rnffians, that the people would have to defend themselves from 
BIr. Xanib's gs^s how they could. 

S 
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Captain Prescolt, of Mr. Lamb's Committee^ had, it was found, 
employed, amongst others, one Bond, a 6ow-Stre6t Patrole; 
and had bargained with him for a number of ruffians, who, under 
pretext of protecting Mr* Lamb's voters, were to annoy those for 
Mr. Hobhouse. Three or four individuals attached to the Re- 
formers, had actually allowed theinselves to be bared by diis Boiid — 
had received the instructions — ^had procured the list of the wbolp 
band under several captains, and had possessed themselves of tb9 
whole of the iniquitous secret, which they communicated to the 
Committee in King-8treet» Mr. Lamb's Committee, and Mr. 
Lamb himself, not being aware of this discovery, chose flatly to 
deny, as will be seen, the whole proceeding, and up to the 
last moment, actually charged the Reformers with that violence 
which tbey had themselves deliberately organized. To keep up the 
delusion, Mr. Lamb's advertisement continued, as on Saturday, to 
state, that his voters would bo protected, and have free access to the 
poll. A little befoico the close qf the poll, several persons ran into 
the Committee-Room in King's-Street, with news of renewed out** 
^'age: two men dreadfully wounded also entered, and gave in a 
fWritten deposition to Mr. Hobhouse, which was to be forwarded to 
the Magistrate — Mr. Hobhouse's brother himself arrived with in* 
^elligence, that he had been forced to .fly from a band, crying Lamb 
for ever,-and brandishing deadly weapons. A.Captain Maafoy appear** 
-ed with a similar account, and begged that he might be cdoducted 
to the hustings to tell his story to the people. The utmost iod^iiii*' 
lion prevailed amongst the large body assembled at the Committee«> 
Hoom, and in the courl*yard. A single word, either from Sir 
.Prancis Burdett or Mr. Hobhouse, would have been suificient to 
'dispatch the people in a body, and to drive before them the wh€^ 
-gang which wais now regularly, drawn up in Henrietta-Street before 
'Mr.* liamb's CommitteerRoom. But, the people were exhortedJby 
"these gentlemen to keep the peace-^justice was promised them, 
•and they contented themselves with thronging round Mr. Hobhouse 
and Sir Francis Burdett, ia order, to protect them as they proceeded 
to the hustings. 

Scarcely had Mr. Hobhouse and Sir Francis shown themselves oa 
the hustings, than several voices cried out, *f Lamb has hired another 
gong."—- Shortly after, the clinking, of marrow-bones and.deavera 
was heard, and proved to be the music of- a large band of hired 
4nen, who were preceding Mr. Lamb to the hustings. That gentle* 
man came forward with Mr. Lambton and Mr. Macdonald, and 
^as cheered by the hired ruflians stationed on his side of the hust- 
ings. The people on all sides hooted loudly, and cried outj N# 
Lamb! No hired gang! No Whig! 
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W^n Ibe' |>oll board 'was cxhitHted, tbe numbers stood thus :-^ 

PoU$d this Dmf, GtosaPoU. 

Lamb . . . . \ 296 . . . 8989 
Hobbouse .... 395 . . . S472 
Carlwrigbt .... . . • 37 

Tbe gentleDieii about Mr. Lamb shouted and waved their hats ; 
tbe hired ruffians also cheered. The people gave counter applauses : 
Mr. Hobhouse came forward. His appearance seemed as a sig- 
aal to the party, whose directions were ** to hoot Mr* Hobhou$e 
and Sir Franck BurdeHy and to applaud Mr. Lamb, so.as' t0 
preoent him from being heardr The latter part of these instrui^*- 
tionuiay seem singular ; but it arose from tbe confessed inability of 
Alr.Viaaab to keep his temper^ and wiis therefore contrived to pre- 
i^nt hifn from exposing htmself. Mr. Hobhouse was accordingly 
booted^ so aS to show that the labourer was worthy of his hire ; ana 
whet between the cries of Off! Off! from Mr« Lamb's gentlemen 
imd the hired party^ and the applauses of tbe people, and the critt 
oi, never mind Lamb^s gang ; it was difficult for the popular can* 
didate to make himself Mtird. Mr. Hobhouse said y^ 

GeBtlemeUi—- Tbe cause of the independent Electors has gained 
a inaiority of about a hundred on this day's poll. That it is not 
much more triumphant, must again be attributed to the inclemeli^ 
of the weather : for, I ha^ the satisfaction to assure you that, uoless 
Vife have been grossly deceived, there n not only time enough and 
Qiimbets enciugfa, but als^ spirit enough, to secure the- liber^ of 
Westminster from the grs^p of an usurpkig aristocracy. But^ Gen** 
demeiv we have had to contend not only with tbe umisusl wetness of 
tbe weather, but also with the extraordinary measures of our opi> 
|K>nents. 1 call thenii extraordinary, not because they are enlardy 
new^ but because, with the exception of tbe resources brought into 
ibe field by the court calididate at tbe last Election, Westminster has 
long been a stranger to sucb expedienSs. I scarcely need inform you» 
who fative witnessed the atrocities, that an attempt has been this 
day mside t& renew the sanguinary struggles which disgraced this 
cky.when it was a prey to the rival factions; and that many of our 
friends have been threatened with personal peril in tbe exercise of 
their elective duties. 

A gentleman now* stands aearme.-— (tier«, a gentleman^ came 
forward^ pulled off hi$ hat, and stood uncovered near Mr. Hob^ 
house, bowing to the people.) Mr. Manby, of Wimpole-Stre^, 
who in the (Sourse of his ptirsuits this morning, in the neighbourtiood 
of this plac^-was assailed by a binnd of ruffians, crying Lamb for 
ever ! one of whom brandished an axe over his head, and fprced him 
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to iy for bis life info the fint open door.~(IiOi«l shotUs of shame ! 
shame! No shabby Whigs tf^l have just now left two Electors 
bleeding in our Committee-RooTOi whose offence consisted in wear-* 
ing your blue ribbons, the symbol of your emancipBtion, and who 
have been dreadfully beaten and cut by a similar ga^ of ruflSans 
that accompanied their outrage with shouts of Lamb for ever ! — 
{Shame! Shame! No Lamb! No Whigs! No hired Mob! No 
Murder !y^l have before toH you, that these Whigs are suf- 
fictently acquainted with the past enormities encouraged by other 
Whigs at former Elections ; and, I now b^ you to remark, that 
these violences are contrived by those very persons who on Saturday 
hst pretended to be indignant diat the Wh'^s should be chained by 
the Reformers' Report, with having committed murderous assaults in 
the Westminster contests.* . ^ 

I do not hesitate ^o say, that the practice of the present day com- 
pletely confirms all the charges conveyed in that report ; and, I am 
sure, that if murder is not committed thb day, it vrill be owing more 
to the forbearance of the people, than to the mercy of the party* 
Bttt^ I promise, that you shall have justice. We are in possession of 
every fact which can expose this last disgraceful expedient — we 
know the ruffiiftis faired, and the ruffians- hirmg — ^we are fully aware 
of all these gallant friends of the people are instructed to accomplish, 
for the purpose of intimidating the people ; and I repeat, that 
ahhoUgh you will be too magnanknoua to seek revenge, you shall ob- 
tain r(edress. — {Loud applauses.) I see that Mr. Lamb has inform^ 
ed bis friends, that they will Imve free access to the poll. I ask 
bint — I ask you, if that access has ever been obstructed ?-^Havehii 
friends* iever been prevented from polling ?— They have not. — Why 
then does he obtrude upon the public Idbis superfluous remark i — I 
will fell you : he does so, that he may cast tipon the Reformers the 
odium of employing vidbnce; and more than that, I suspect that if 
nbt be, at least bis friends, do so, in order to throw a veil over their 
own proceedings, and to allow themselves the use of those weapons 
to which they charge us with baring recourse. 

The invention is good, but not altogether their own. Sir Murray 
Maxwell at the last Election provided a respectable body of Tothill" 
fields pugilists, under the command of Mr. Caleb Baldwin, to 
parade the streets with Uudgeoos, which were not suffered to lie idle 
m such experienced hands. At this moment appesuvd a placard : 
stating, that Sir Murray Maxwell's iriends might have free access to 
the poll, llie manosuvre was attended with success; and to this 

* Mr. HoUiooBe did not know at the time ; but, H afterwardi came to Oe 
knowledge of the Committee, that Mr. Lambtoo, fbo very Mr. f^ambten wiw oa 
SatQrday professed not to believe that the Whta had ever committed an Mtnfe, 
'--• Wim;^ pHiy to hirio|j( the gang. 
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iFefy iby^ it 18 bdieved hj tliose ^ho were not in the scene of actioB, v 
that the violence committed at that Elation commenced with the* 
people: whereas it is notorious, and I myself attended the magis- 
trates to prove it, that the whole outrage began with the bludgeon 
men of Sir Murray Mazwell's Committee'; and that previous to 
the interference of those ruffians no violence whatever had occurred* 

The Whigs then have learnt something from their new friends, 
nnd may be called servile copiers, for they issued the same placard, 
and employed the veiy same description of partizans. I know their - 
names-^I am acquainted with their persons— I see some of them at 
this instant, and it is only out of mercy to tfalm that I do not desig- 
nate them on the spot. One thing. Gentlemen, you must by this 
time have learnt, that your party politicians seldom or never charge 
jTou with a crime which they have not at least meditated, if not com- 
mittii th^nselves. These Whigs have for these last days been ac« 
curing the Reformers of hiring a gang^-— of iniaming Aem by 
intoaication to acts of violence— of intimidating the Electors from; 
appearing at the poll. They knew the whole to be fiilse. They 
have hired a gang — they have given meitf and drink to their ruffians 
—they have encouraged them to «very act of violence — they have at- 
tempted to terrify the friends of freedom. After such conduct/ 
equally base and uidawftil, <in which, if Mr. Lamb is not a partici- 
pator, as I hope he is not, at least his friends are completely in- 
volved) these enemies of ^ours wonder that they should be the ob- 
jects of popular indignation, and attribute that circumstance to our- 
invectives, not to their own misdeeds. — {Loud cheers.) 

It is not my intention during the present unfavorable weather to 
detain you mudi longer ; but f cannot avoid noticing some charges 
made against me by the Whigs in their Chronicle, which are equally 
devoid of foundation with diose with which my ^character has been 
hitherto assailed by Aose liberal and well bred gentlemen, whose* 
command of the Press enables them to disseminate falsehood much' 
more successfully than when they hire men to hoot me. The pre- 
sent attack is not less false, but it is more insidious than their former 
philippics, and is couched in the form of questions which may be put 
to any innocent man, and with the appearance of moderation and 
reserve, wound more deeply than any direct charge. The sentence- 
is as follows :— * 

. ''Mr. Hobhouse complains, that during the three months he 
canvassed Westminster against the Court Candidate, the Whig9 
* did not stir a single finger^ in his behalf. Is this statement quite 
correct? What! not a single finger stirred in his cause? not a 
solitary Wh^ promised him support? Let him recollect himself. 
Haa it. not happened to him, since his speech and manifesto at 
ite Crown and Anchor tavern, to have had explanations tpi^A more 
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than one Whig, ivbo had rashly prooMsed him mtpfort, Imfme 
they knew bis real tentiaieiits of thdur paiiyj Have ne «xpo0*j 
tialatioDs passed? no 9eri>fA cominuBicatioiia? no wittlen aniimd* 
\eraions on his conduct i It is true, Mr. Hobhouse bad not Ait 
general or active support of the Whigs during his canyas, but is it 
necessary to explain to him the cause of ihei|r indiffereDce ?** i 

Gentlemen! many of you who heard me on Salarday will tw able 
tp give a reply to these insinuations. I then said that I had die 
support of a solitary Whig. I never denied it. I said tfiat one or 
two individuals, and amongst them Mr. Lambtos, had proaNSadl 
me a vote. But havii% said this^ I said then and I say now, that, 
as a party, the Whigs did not siir a finger in my behalf: wfaal 
fingers they did stir, and they were those that hold pens fior Ifae 
Chronicle, were ageinst me* For three months the Chrooieie 
never once noticed the efforts making against the court in WibIpimii 
ster, except three or four times, «ad on. dioae occasions Ike pafa-- 
graphs were directed against me and against the Radical Reforraefs. 
As to the remainder of the above jseiitenoe, in which I am told ta 
recollect myself, and am asked '' do not you know this ?" and^ ^^has 
not that occurred ?'' I can only say, that «t thi^ lale it is fieur to say 
to any man, '^ Remember, sir; have you never committed A.mufw 
der ? have yoM never picked a pocket?" A decided negative is handle 
sufficient ; it is necessary for me to ask, how the d«^ce th^ eamo 
to put the questi<Mis to me? You will, however, observe, (that this 
question is neither more nor less than a mean attempi to help abonl 
a piece of lame scandal, \i4iich a^)eared in some Sunday paper> and 
which stated that General Ferguson and Mr. JLiambton had called 
upon me on the part of Lord Grey. These are the aspasmlatitNii 
to which the Chronicle alludes, and which it would make the world 

' believe I submitted to, as being conscious of eome improper ooa* 
duct. I deny the whole. Mr. Lambton and General Ferguson did 
call upon me, but n6t for the above purpose ; they called lo relraet 
their promise of voting for me. At the same time, a conMBuniai- 
tion passed between me and those gentlemen, which was of m 
nature entirely different from that hinled by the Chrookle ; it was 
Holunte^ed by nie> and I previously exacted a promise from them, 
that diey would not act upon my information ; akfaough this promise 
was or might have been much to my detriment. I see Mr. Lambr* 
l«>n here. I ask him, whether the Chronicle has not insinuated 
unfounded calumny? and, whether my statement is not exactly the 

, truth i — {Mr. Lamhton here nodded assent,) What then are wte lo 
think of this Whig or^n, when it attacks an opponent not with aay 
of the fair weapons of public controversy, bint under the proteoca «f 
private information, aims at the destruction of private character ? This 
is not the place for making personal boasts. I never enbtiiitied to a»y 
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iadigmty ; Uhm mudi I owe to nay own reputation': and it is due to 
the gentlemen before alluded to, to say, that none was ever offered 
me. In a subsequent part of the article against me, it is asked, — 
" Has be BO remembrance of a speech he made, and of a Report he 
beard at the Grown and Anchor tavern I Has he forgot his own re- 
mark to bis committee, that tf that Report waspublkhed, it would 
tettmvij provoke the Whigs to a contest ?" I reply to this, that the 
Whig writer who appears to wish to seem to know so much is totally 
ignorant^ the fact; is worse than ignorant^ for he maliciously dis- 
torts a presumed private conversation of mine, which, if he had 
actually known, be could not without a breach of all the common 
forms of social honor and decency have ventured to allude to. And 
these are year Whig gentlemeni who pretend, that we, low bred 
vulgar sools, are voAt for die management of those affairs which re- 
quire honor, and delicacy^ and taste. 

There now follows another insinuation, ^* But though the Whigs 
took no active part in his bohalf, be is not ignorant of the fact, that 
ifaey exerted diemself es successfully to prevent any new candidate 
from starting against bim.^' This is really too bad : the government 
never thought of startmg any new candidate; it was only the Whigs 
who thought of starting a new candidate against me; that candidate 
^fBs Mr«. Ssmuel Whitbread ; and now because the party were tiot 
unanimous id trying that experiment, the Chronicle comes forward to 
daira praise for such forbearance; I say, that if it was praiseworthy 
to forbear, it was blameable to have contemplated that enterprise; 
and that to advance this as a charge against me, is as if I were to 
be adcused of ingratitude by a family, one of whom had resolved to 
itnock me down^ bat had been prevented only by his more prudent 
brother. The remainder of the charge, in which I am accused of 
treiichery by those who have taken the friends of freedom by surprise,' 
and followed up their sudden blow by the meanest manoeuvres, is 
not Worth a refutation, it need only be met by a solemn denial. — 
{The noise made by the gentlemen and the hired gang, together with 
fhe counter applauses, here became so loud that Mr. Hobhouse tms 
nnth difficulty able to proceed.) Gentlemeni I find that those who 
have told these falsehoods are resolved you shall not hear truth. 
I shall, therefore, take my leave. Do not despair of our final suc- 
-cess; do not relax your exertions : but let those exertions be directed 
merely to the purposes of the election; for, above all, let me so- 
lemnly recommend you to commit no breach of the^ peace. Do not 
teply to your assailants with their own weapons; and, instead of 
trusting to yoiir own ifinmediate feelings, remain tranquil in the as- 
surance, Aat the taws of your country will procure for you ample 
-satisfactiba. Justice you shall have whenever you require it ; for, 
^depend upon it, diat you have friends who will not stand idly by and 
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cenary ruJSans pf a desperate faction^ .i 

Mr. Hbbhouse drew back. .. i 

Mr. Lamis came forward. The hiiMies from, the peopte iu jilI 
quarters were tremendous, and completely drowned even the^cbjeei^ 
ings of the large body stationed to applaud. ^' No Whiff,- domf^ 
with the fVhigs, down with harnVs gang,! resounded on every 
side. Some one in the crowd continued shaking ^ string of .four of 
five old wigs opposite Mr. Macdoniild, and crying owV^tfiUidonald^ 
change vpigs.^ It was impossible to hear Mr» I^mb for an ipslant^ 
His reported speech ran thus ;— 

He said, in spite of all the noise it was their pleasure to m^W 
be wQiild address a few words to those close to ^im* H^e day 
certainly had been unfavourable in everyi sense, but he tmsted tbft 
8uu would yet shine upon their success. Throughout the contest 
his opponent had ever prospered at the be^nningof the week, and 
himself at the end; and he felt no doubt that equitable jpartitioo 
would continue the same to the close. Mr. HobhoOBe had talk^ 
much of violent proceedings, and even murder, which he, expecte(| 
to be committed this evening.-^He himself trusted too much to ib^ 
justice, sense^ and good nature of the I$iectors of Westoiinster, U> 
apprehend any such occurrences; but if any 3ucb.did take place, be 
conceived it more probable that those who bad anticipated then9» 
would know from whence they came. His Committee bad. certainly 
taken measures that there should be ifree access for hi3 own votert 
to the . poll, since the language of his opponent's supporters dur 
ring the la^t week had been that of threats toward any one who 
should venture to exercise their suffrages in his favour. They bad 
in fact hoped by intimidation to disfranchise those who were favor- 
able to his cause. This access had been conipletely secured^ and 
would be so to the close. This of course angered his ppppnenlSp 
who now endeavoured to throw upon his Committee the repicoiic^ 
of using those means upon which they themselves had placed tb^ir 
relianee. If, however, his opponent (for he could not hear. him 
correctly from the clamour prevailing), meapt the. appellation of 
hired ruffians to apply to those who were disinclined to listen to him, 
he could tell him, that though he was at first heard with favour, the 
popular feeling was pow taking a decided turn. Were this contest 
to last a fortnight longer, instead of two days, he could, tell hiniy 
that the violent, unconstitutional, and un-British language ^ that he 
held, would, before the end, drive from him all his supporters iu 
that assembly, except perhaps a small factious band.; and all those 
who now drowned his (Mr. Lamb's) voice with yells, yiro^ld sjOQjb 
give him no interruption but hui^zas* His opponent had, as far a^ 
he beard^ occupied their time by a reply to an article published in ^^ 
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'Monufig Paper* He (Mr, Lamb) had not conceived hinideff 
bound either to reply to any articlea diat might be published against 
himself, or vindicate -those vi^hich might attack his opponent. TUvk 
4>ppOnenty however, had for this article, as far as he had heard it, 
omitted to notice any thing in his (Mr. Lamb's) speech of Saturday; 
lie had not heard him at all contradict that which he himself had 
then stated, namely, that but a short time ago, when Mr. Hob- 
house was canvassing the University of Cambridge, he had, accord- 
ing to his (Mr. Lamb's) information, professed himself a Whig. If 
be had not denied this, it must be taken to be admitted, and then it 
«eemed more than probable diat this same Mr. Hobhouse, who now 
poared forth daily invectives against the Whigs, would, if it had suited 
im porpoee with the people of Westminster, have declared himself 
one of that part^ as readily and zealously as he now abused it.* 

Mr. Lamb then retired with his Whig friends ; shortly after, the 
clinking of ^narrow bones and cleavers announced tliat he waa 
proceeding to his Committee-Room, and a general move took 
place at his end before the hustings. The gang quitted their sta- 
tions — the people cried out, '' there goes LamVs hired sang tritk 
hitnr In an instant- comfriete tranquillity returned. After a short 
pause Mr* Gale Jones stept forward, but the cries for Sir Francis 
Burdett were so loud and imperious from the people in front of 
the hustings and the booths, diat Mr. Jones could not be heard — he 
«tood straining and sketching for a minute or two " tfi act to speak f 
and graceful waved his hand,** but at last retired. 

Sir Frahcis Bvrdbtt now was demanded by the thousands 
present-— be came forward-^handkerchiefii and hats were waved, and 
repeated cheers were prolonged until he began, when a dead silence 
instantly prevailed. 

The worthy Baronet spoke as follows :— 

Gentlemen,-*! should have adhered to the resolution I told your 
I had adopted the other day, were it not that our adversary loses 
nothing by not being heard^he loses nothing by that marked dis* 
approbation which, on so many occasions, you have expressed, be- 
<»use he has the means of disseminating through the daily press, 
what, if he had uttered here, would be immediately confuted, but 
which, wherever made, it is necessary we should confute. 

Our opponent calls himself here aU sorts of names, and he maikes 
it impossible for any one who has heard him up to the present day^ 
to state in an '^ intelfigible* fortt what are the sentiments upon 
^hich he recommends hinmelf to die choice of the Independent 
Electors of Wpfltmihstff. He says, He was the friend of the late 
•Sir Samuel RomUly, and is the- friend of bis principles-^-he tells 

> * Mvmnig Chionidf • 
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you he was the friend of the bCe Mr. Fos, that he k the finead of 
Whig principles — ^the friend of thk aad cf thaky and of. aloioet 
eTery thing — ^that he is the friend of the Poor ! if he had added, of 
the Poor's Rate too^ he would have said what is very material to his 
purpose I for I have no hesitation in slating, that the Poor's Rale has 
been a good friend to him ; and hasi I think^ by the arbitrary and 
unconstitutional decisions which have been come to against Voters 
in arrears for Rates, given him a number which, had such decisions 
not been made, would have exhibited a majority for us on the PolL 
So convinced am I that the decision respectii^ these voles will nol 
stand the test of legal inquiry, that I do hope and entreat the un-^ 
polled Electors of Westminster will come down and tender th^r 
votes, notwithstanding any Arrear of Poor's Rate; for 1 have no 
doubt, that whenever the validity of these votes shall be before a 
proper tribunal, they will be eslablished. This atleast we may 
say for Mr. Ldmb, whatever he may be the friend to, thai he is not 
the friend to Freedom of Election. 

I hope and confidently trust we shall shew Mr. Lamb that the 
Electors of Westminster are not to be cajoled by delusion, nor 
bullied out of their independence by hired ruffians. I hope the 
Electors will not be deterred from asserting their Rights by the 
Whig prcujtices that are played off against them ; practices only now, 
indeed, renewed, but of which the Electors of Westminster will 
show their opioioi^ by exhibiting a spirit too high to be subdued by 
them.— (CAeer«.) 

It was complained of on a former occasion, that the Report of 

Siir Committee charged the Whig Party and their great leader, 
r. Fox, with resorting to vile means in their former contests; 
with being guilty of those infamous practites ; which practices the 
party denied had been in use, but which vile and infamous practices 
are mow revived: and it ia for the public to judge who is guilty of 
these acts* The Report did certainly charge the Party with being 
gmlty of the foul crime of murder in their former contests. Their 
tumults were notorious; and whether the crime for which they are 
held responsible^ be murder, perjury, or bribery, for all three were 
committed, nuist be left to individual observation and feeling. Mr. 
Lambton called this chaige a foul calumny ! Doea he not know 
that murder^ perjury » and bribery ^ were committed on former oc^ 
casions, when contending factions disputed the Representation of 
Westminster. It is not now a matter of opinion,- but a^ matter of 
M^Qrd* The same Gentleman also said that I haid been once en^* 
jlisted under the Whig Jftarty-^^Jfi Elector in the crowd voeiferuied 
<< Jfobody believer i^'^-^l am sure that what my honest cosmttyr 
man says is strictly true, that nobody will believe it. He also says 
thai I professed Whig principlee at the Election for Middlesex. 
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^w tlm is astoniehing igoorance of tbe fsucU Never did aojr nma 
shew more coQi|rfete igaoniDoe of tbe daily occurrences i/tbich are 
recorded in tbe New«pa{9e», than the gentleman nbo made thii 
charge. He sayj^, I never deserted Mr. Fox until after his death ! 
I desert Mr. Fox ! I never enlisted under him. / never mlkted 
into either battalion of tie weH-trained regiment. On the 
copb-ary, I denounced die enlistment of both parties* I declared in 
public when they coalesced together, that I belonged to neither, and 
that neither would ever do thek duty to the public* It wat at the 
time that Mr. Fox came into power ^ that I lost my seat for Mid^ 
dlesefn; an4 I lo$t it when he came into power became I would not 
amniveat wmo knave&y; because I denounced to the Public 
the scandalous Coalition of tbe Fox and OrenvUle Party ; that union 
of those who so loag maintained the principles of Freedom, with 
those who bad uniformly shewn thems^ves its most implacable ene<- 
mies* I denounced their conduct at a time when Mr. Liambton 
oi^ht to know few followers desert a leader : I mean at the tin»e of 
fais getting into power, and when he is making his ministerial ar^^ 
rangements. That is not the mom^t which is generally selected for 
tbe desertion of a puriy'-^that is rather tbe moment when an inte** 
j-fstedman having selfish views would make his zeal more conspi- 
fcuous tQ his leadero. If I had been inclined to compromise mj 
principles, I might have secured my Election, and. escaped perhaps 
having imputed to me now this childishly absurd charge of deserting 
Mr. Fox. 

Though I lost the Election fior Middlesex at that time, I migbi^ 
if the seat bisd been an object to me, to promote any personal views^ 
which 90 sM eypt wa3 or ever diall be, have kept it by a connivance 
at what I aaw going on, and without being guilty of any positive act: 
but I disdained to compromise my principles. I told tbe Eleptora 
of Middlesex my qpinion of the Coalition. I tdd them so at « 
time too when tbe genera) impression prevailed of the permanence 
of thi^ Administraticiu which was supposed to foe immoveable, hfr 
cause it united all the talents of the leading parties of the country ; 
and wbeu. you recollect that b(y the conduct I then pursued^ I had 
to encounter the opposition of the Whig Coalition, and of die pre* 
vioua Governmem influenoey you will ba astonisbeii to hear that 
without giving away a ribbon, or in6uencing a freeholder, I polled 
on that occasion twelve hundred independent votes. This I thought 
to be as ^eat an honour aa a^y man could obtain from his country^ 
vmiKr^Uii^bQimded eheeri^g^) 

Another foolish mi absurd taje has been utt^ed by one of the 
Gf^tiilemen on tbeae hustings; in which be says, that I had forgot 
Ih^ debt <tf gratitude I owed to M'« Eo0(* This is a debt which X 
conf^^s I may adnwit, and atiU not k90W in what it <u^sisti. While 
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Mr. Fox opposed die tyranny of the Government 6f the counCiry t 
stood by him with my feeble aid^ until I «aw what I thought to be 
p, dereliction of his public du^. Whilst he supported the principles 
of liberty, no man can say I deserted Mr. Fox ; but I never enlisted 
unde his party. — {Repeated cheers.) 

It has been also stated^ that I decried his talents. I know not 
who has poured forth such falsehoods, for I never did speak of the 
general conduct of Mr. Fox ; 1 never can speak of it but as bdng 
that of a man whose private good qualities, whose goodness of 
heart and extensive benevolence, endeared him to all who knew 
him. So iar from decrying his talents, I always thought him to be 
the most accomplished orator this or any other country ever pro« 
duced. To talk of my attempting to depreciate the talents of such 
a man is to speak any thing but the truth. 1 never felt n more 
painful duty than when I was compelled to differ from him. I never 
felt a more painful duty than in being now called upon to justify 
myself against such an aspersion as that of not having sense enough 
to appreciate his abilities.—- (f*tite/f//on;/ noble fellow! and cheers,) 

As to the practices of this Election, Mr. Lambton charges me 
with being guilty of subornation of perjury, and what is his proof? 
— ^that banners and music are sent about to induce voters to come to 
the poH i — ^I bdieve there are some persons in the degraded state of 
this country who are lost to public sentiment. I bdieve there are 
others who would have the folly and the tyranny to call theaending 
forth these banners something Uke the crime of treason ; yet I be* 
lieve Mr. Lambton is the only man to be found who would attadi 
the name of subornation of perjury to such a matter*— (LoimI 
lat^hter^ He says, that I have found fault with Ladies for can* 
vassmg ; I never did. What I did find fault with was> the conduct 
of Ladies of high rank who threatened honest tradesmen with the 
loss of their business if they did not vote as those Ladies directed 
them. It was for compelling such |>ersons to do as they desinsd 
ihem ; that is^ to risk the rum of their families, unless they votdd 
against their consciences. This b what I complained of, and not 
such persons of either sex going about in a fair canvas. I have 
never asked how any tradesman widi whom I am connected voted, 
iior did I ever wish to know. It is proud insolence to domi* 
neer in this manner over the man who nerves you in the way of hfa 
business — (continued cheerif^.) If he gives you the article which 
you want, and is paid for it m return, fbe obligation is mutual. I 
think it mean and ungenerous to look in any other light than tins 
npbn the tradesman who serves you honestly, and to whom you do 
no favour while you pay him the amount of his bill. Mr. Lambton 
asks, '< Was it the same Sir Franeb Burdett, to whom credit bad been 
given by the Socie^ of Concen^cs at Liverpool, upon his stathig 
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to them that he was ready and willing to support their j^an of Re* 
form i Was it the same Sir Francis Burdett, who made this decla- 
ration, that now came forward to accuse the Whigs of hugging in- 
hmj to their bosomi and to apply to them epithets of the tiiost 
dq^rading description f" 

Yesy it u the same Sir Francis Burdett that was willing to sup« 

Srt the Conceutrics at Liverpool ; and it is the same Sir Francis 
irdett who, after all that has passed here, is ready still to support 
the Whigs, provided they will pledge themselves to support any 
snbstantuil or effectual Reform of the Representation of the People 
in the G>mmon8 House of Parliament 1 have no private animo-' 
aities to gratify, or private interests to advance. I can only feel an 
interest in promoting the general liberty of the country. Having 
this object only in view, I care not for die distinctions of party. I 
want too to know what are the Whig principles on the subject of 
Reform i Mr. Lamb says that he will follow Sir Samuel Romilly. 
What is Sir Samuel Romilly^s plan 'f Let us know the plan of 
which he says that he will be the advocate, and if it be an honest 
Reform, FU combat in the ranks with Mr. Lamb to promote it. 
But our opponents fly from particulars when they allude to Reform. 
And when you insist that they were once the advocates for Radical 
Reform, '' O T they say, ^' they never meant any such thing.*^ 
What injustice do they not do to the iliemoiy of Mr. Fox, whom 
they pretend to revere, who was the Advocate of this Reform ! My 
own ears heard him say, that he once thought some public good 
might be effected without a Reform in Parliament, but that he had 
since chan^d his mind, and was convinced nothing could be done 
without a Reform. I also heard him declare that he would accept 
<rf no part in any administration, high or low, of which Reform 
was not the basis. 

I am charged with moving on Afferent principles — I say in reply 
that I do not<«— that I now stand on the same pontion which £ 
always occupied — it is my accusers who have changed, and who, 
like ignorant people at sea, imagine the land to be receding from 
them when Uiey are in fact receding from the land. — {Great 
cheering.) 

I am on the precise spot of ground on which I first placed my 
foot, and am opposed in principle in this contest to men with whom, 
in other times, and under other circumstances, I have co-operated-^ 
{true.) If you should have again Whig Minister, it is far from 
impossible that I shovld sit on the same seat which liord Castle- 
feagh and.Mr. Canning will then occupy. I shall do my /duty, and 
I trust .your will do yours*; By supporting the principle of Reform 
in the present crisis, you will raise your own character, and advance, 
your favourite object, vrtiich is nothing else than a Reform in the 
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Coihmons House of Parfiameiit, ¥fhone corruption is as notorfout 
as the Sun at noon-d^y, whose burdens have pressed heavily on (be 
country, and are now too heavy for the people much loftger to bear* 
I exhort you all not to fose a moment in promoting this cause. I 
shall not cease my exertions for a single instant, and I hope yoti wilt 
not relax in yours. If we ISOTH do our duty, be the result what it 
may, we shall at least have to say that we have brought through thn 
great cause of the Liberties of our Country against the united pow^r 
of all the factions and influence that our opponents have been able to 
array against us. — {Shouts of applause.) 

The whole of this speech was heard without the sligfatest inter- 
ruption jfirom the vast audience, except such as arose irom the 
repeated cheers as sentences carried conviction to the Electors. 
Indeed the Reformers may safely stand or fieili by, this reply of 
Sir Francis Burdett to all the cfaaiges which alt ibe Whigs have 
been able to bruig against the great Representative for West-** 
minster. The wonder will be: — how the young men, young as they 
were, would suffer themselves to be made the organs of statements 
so ridiculous and so utterly false ; but after Mr. LambV cotfigratu* 
lating himself on his increased popularity when he could not speak 
for lusses, and procl'aimrag Mr. Hobhouse's decreased popularity, 
when he knew that Mr. Hobhouse was opposed otily by a ga^g 
hired by the Whigs,— -after such double dnplieiiy and assurance, the 
reader will not be surprised at any thing said or done by the Whigs, 
he will have still stranger things laid before him by and by. 

When Sir TVancis Bufdett and Mr. Hobhouse hiid retireiA 
from the hustings amidst the applauses of the people, Mr. Bowie 
came forward. The notice taken by all the Papers, except the 
Chronicle, was — that the determination not to hear him was sio 
decidedly pronounced, that he could not be heard. Indeed when 
Mr. Bowie had finished his attempt, there was an appearance so 
hostile to him amongst the people, that he thought proper to retire 
for shelter to the King Street Committee, where he was put 6ut of 
the way of all future hisses and hootings. 

The Whigs of the Chronicle, however; not having any more 
of Mr. Hunt's* speeches against Sir Francis Burdett to record,' 

« In the Bfomkig Gbroniele of Taeadaj, Marcli tp ai#«ar«d tlie followi|if an* 
Svacioat fmngraph respecting Mr. Hunt : — 

** We understand that Mr, Cletnr has commenced proceedings against 1^. 
Hont, as weH as flie Proprietor of the New Times' and CtuHif^od, wbo tavio^ 
thonglit proper to give cirralaiMm to that penen's ealimnions aClacks opoq iMd 
dbaracter.*. 

Mr. Gale Jones ako seemed to have fallen from the height of Whi^ fkvor, foi* 
notwithstanding tie Whig Reporter pretended to have beafti Mh Bdwl^ ha^sAid 
of the otfier oyat#v:-«« 

** Mr. Qam J<iaxs said a few words^ but we coald not hear one word* af what 
he said.'' 
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Hhd iiidedl liaring now somewhat ungratefunj dropped their 

krte connexion with him, tirnied opon that individual, and thought 

proper to insert a speech sent to them by Mr. Bowie, without 

taking the least notice of the oppontion encountered by that 

gentleman. 

' According to die Momii^ Chronicle then-— 

Mr. Bow IE jsaid — ^Gentlemen, I have been blamed by at number 
of my worthy friends among the Reformers, for the part 1 have acted 
en this important occasion. I am now on my defence, and I have 
humbly to request your indulgence for a heiiringy and then it will be 
for yon to pronounce whatever judgment your deliberation and can- 
dour will dictate. By some persons, who are more distinguished 
for their vociferation and clamour, than for discretion and under- 
standingy I have been branded as a tnm-coat. It is diflicult for me 
to say, whether this accusation is more contemptible for its ab^r- 
dity, or its febefaood. My coat (meaning principles) is interwoven 
with materials that are in foct immutable, the wind may blow and 
the storm may pelt any quarternpon'it, but still they remain sted- 
fost, because they are founded upon a rock, and that rock is truth. 
A variety of circumstances conspired together on die 17th No- 
vember, to prevent the Major^s being then nominated with a chance 
^ proper effect, and things were managed in such a way, as com- 
pletely to paralyze the wishes of his most anxious friends, and ad 
far as appearances dien went, to the heartfelt grief of several per- 
sons, the Major was left entirely out of the question, and it Was not 
nntil within a few days of the Election that I entertained the smaHe^t 
idea that he would i^n be nominated. Besides, whatever part I 
acted subsequendy to the 17th November, in lending my humble 
support to Mr. Hobhouse, it was solely under the express consi- 
deration of his entertaining precisely the same sentiments on the 
great vital question of Reform, as those which were published in a 
clear and unanswemble manner by my venerable friend; but when 
the evidence b^an to accumulate upon me, to the conviction that I 
was labouring under a mistake in this respect, I considered my obli- 
gations to continue my support to Mr. Hobhodse were in that case, 
as were indeed allowed by himself, to be entirely cancelled ; be- 
cause 1 had made up my mind, that I would give my vote to no 
man who would not honesdy and manfully step forward and declare 
these his precis^ sentiments on that all important question. Al- 
diough I had no hand whatever in bringing forward Major Cart- 
wright till withm three or' four days of the election, yet the moment 
he was publicly announced as intended to be nominated> I was 
bound in eohsdence to renew my priot obligation of preferring hinv 
to any other man living; and it would be paying the two Honorable 



Candidates a vpry bad complim^ indeed Ip. compare eitbar x^^tbiMH 
to the Worthy Major-^yea, it would be little short of insul^ng tfac^ 
fedings and understandings of these iGentlemen to draw such com** 
parisom To illustrate this matter a litde more forcibly, I shall 
quote as near as possible the precise words of the Honorable Ba-. 
Tonet, Sir Francis Burdett,: himself, in the hearing of two gentle- 
men and myself. The Baronet then said, ** That no doubt from 
the immense services performed to the cause of Reform by Major 
Cartwright, he, of all others, presented the highest daioos for the 
suffrages of the electors of Westminster, and were he to vote for 
any one he would give bis vote to the iMa}or;'' and these sendments 
being expressed, as I understand, to a number of individvals, it Mm 
fairly liable to be treated not as a matter of mm private., opinion, 
but as a conviction which, if he had sincerely, ifairlyy and Wdably 
acted upon, woiild have doubtless proved one of the great means ia 
carrying, triumphantly, the honest and able advocate of the cause 
into the House; where, with the powerful support of the Barpnet, 
they would have been enabled to do more for the furtherance of the 
grand question of Reform than any other two individuak could pos- 
sibly accomplish. Grentlemen, let it not be believed, that whatever 
way the present contest should terminate, it will diminish the 
strength of the Real Reform Cause, either here or throughout thei 
kingdom, one iota* The grand march of public opinion is such 
as to defy all the power of any body of men to arrest its progress 
towards the goal of universal freeidom, that which is the birthr^ht 
of every Englishman ; and they ask no more— they have no right to^ 
be content with less. It is said to require great ** bodily exertion,^ 
&c. to be an efficient Member of that House ; what useful exer- 
tion is necessary that the energetic Cartwright would not lend his 
able hand to accomplish ? Is a pugilistic cpombatant a^bsolutely re-, 
quired for that House?— -or is something like the Olympic Qamea 
now to be celebrated within the walls of St. Stephen's ?— in whicliL 
case the aged Patriarch of Reform, though still vigorous, mighte 

stand but a poor chance with such Gentlemen as -_ >' — : — ^y 

However it is perfectly evident that he is capable, and can and will 
do more worx for you, the people, than any one among the 
youngest of them all ; yet, the privileged class among the 300,000. 
inhabitants of this ereat and high spirited City, have reward^ 45. 
years of enlightened, patriotic, and unparallel^ exertions in the 
public cause with S7 votes. The pen of the faithful and impartial 
hbtorian will be best able to hold up this subject in its true and 
proper light, and do justice to the character of the excellent man 
whose cause as your cause I honestly vindicate.-— The inteliigentj^ 
honest, and bnive Captain John Cartwright for ever^ huzza | . ; 
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^ The Cbronicle of tliis day contiained the folldwkig letter: an-^ 
nouncingy that Major Cartwright had not withdrawn* 

1 " Isi March] 1819, One o* Clock. 

'' Sir> — It being announced in your paper of thia day that ' Major. 
Cart,wrigbt has withdrawn/ I request you to correct that error to^ 
fluorrow morning. 

• **, Htivifigrbeen put in nomioation — not by myself; but by others^ 
sufdb an act on. my part would be presuniption. . . -. 

' *^' From a genlleman who was immediately concerned in the nomi* 
nation^: I have been just' informed that there is no such intention as 
that of withdrawing my name. 

*^ I remain. Sir, your obedient Servant, ^ ^ 

" J. Cartwright. 
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James Perry, Esq." 



The reader must now pretty well see the part taken by the 'Chronicle 
in this Election : he will have read Mr. Hobhouse's speech of this 
day, compiled as it is here from the Times, the British Press, and 
a. note communicated by Mr. Hobhouse, which he held in his hand 
\vhen he. spoke: he will have seen the ^cts as to the hiring of tiie 
Cang, and their comportment, as well as the dotiduct of the people^ 
stated exactly as they occurred. After this, he is requested to lobk 
to the note below,* which contains the repbrt given in the M.omifig 
Chronicle of Mr. Hobhouse's speech; and, when he has read it, 

« , • • • • . . ■ ' -r 

' * ^^Mi, HoBBOusB came forward amidst some applause^ with mtich diaappro^. 
bation. ' He felt that the state of the weather had prevented many of their friepda 
fimm ifomiDg forward, and he'coald not but complain of the nndne ibimpa to which^ 
the other side had lecourse, for be knew that two men had been bronght into the 
Gomiiiittee<<robm that day in a bleeding states He felt no donbt bat that there: 
wonld be mnrder committed that 'evening by a party who were hired, be believedi^^ 
for. the 'purpose. Bat he wonld yet prove to the satisfactioti of the canntryFioa^ 
Conrt of .Law, in a short time^ that so^h hiring of ruffians was thecase,. and that 
they had been.paid for the very pncpose of making such conAision.- It had been 
said that the friends of Mr. Lamb were denied free access to Uie hnatings. ) This he 
denied, for he knew^ and so did the other party also, that aH had the same:aoQ«s» 
io the poll during the Election. It was mnch to be deplored that such tbiots sbeuld * 
take place. Such had been the case when Sir Murray Maxwell was brought foiv 
ward, and when a gang under the superintendence of Caleb Baldwin^ who, as. he 
mB& told, . was.pecnliarly actiye onthat occasion. He charged^the other side With 
liuiog that party to create a distocbance (^oMd hmcB and applmae*)* Kore Mr* Hobr 
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he is reqoeaM to peruse ihe leading artide, exthicled from the 
Morning Chronicle of the aame clay- 

'^ It is not very creditable to the Ramp Candidate, that, in his 
speeches from the hustings^ he, does not scruple to hazard the grossest 
calumnies. That we should share in his vehement Jeremiads against 
the Whigs, we were prepared to expect ; but that he should charge 
this paper with misrepresenting the harangues from the hustings, is d 
stretch of hostility beyond the limits even of Election warfare. It 
IB, and has ever been', our invariable rule, in reporting the proceed- 
ings of any public Meeting, to state every thing that occurred with 
the most scrupulous fairness. Whatever may be our own opinion of 
tfie doctrines or language of a speaker, we feel it to be our duty to 
report his words as correctly as our ear can catch and memory re-> 
tain them. Our commentary or animadversion on them would 
naturally come afterwards ; but our readers are entitled to the cor- 
rect text. And so, in the reports of what has passed at the hustings, 
the public will do us justice as to the fidelity of our statements. 
We have not omitted a single aspersion of the paper itself, nor a sin- 
gle personality against the Editor. We suspect that the true source 
of all the bitterness of accusation of The Chronicle is, that it has too 
faithfully interspersed with the eloquence of Mr. Hobhouse, the re- 
marks that proceeded from his hearers, which, in most instances, 
were a reply to and a refutation, imtanter^ of his assertions ; and yet 
we could not be faithful hbtorians of this tumultuary scene, without 
recordii^ those observations^ neither adding to nor suppressing a syl? 
lable that passed/' 

Is any comment requisite ? — Were it merely the editor of a paper 
who was involved in the disgrace of such barefaced falsehood, no 
notice would be h^e taken of the wonderful assurance ; but this 
^as the Whig organ — every thing said or done by the Whig can- 
didate and Whig committee, was congenial with the repeated at<^ 

IkMue dnde afbw obtervatioos on the article ia onr Paper of yesterday fdadve ttf 
Us eoodoct to the WhigB, and he cooteoded that the Whigi, asa body, hwibeea 
neutral. He contended there was nothiag whatever in what he had said to jntil^ 
«ven the soqpicton of enmity to the Whigs, for many of whom he had the highest 
fetpect fie saw, fW>m the hired gang now before him, that th^re was no dis* 
position to hear hun ; bat sorely it was not to be expected that hia Conmittett 
vroold lit qaietly by and hear cahimni^s vented agauiit them withont replying to 
' them. He shonM not detain them longer than by merely expresiing hit regi^et that 
■odi aa artifiee ihonhi have been resorted to ; bot thongh it had, he wai prqod to 
say h& still was confident that the Electors of Westminster would shew that while 
they lived they wonld be the consisfeent^ inde&tigablei stireonoiiS| and sacoeasM 
duoapioDS of Radieal Rifora fcftssTf oNd 4isfes> 
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ttfoafrts to put an impudent cheat upon the public ; and for die in- 
struction of the people of England, it is necessary thft some record 
should be preserved of such singular traits of party mora- 
lity. 

The wits of the party made this day another attack on Mr; Hob- 
bouse's father. — Here it is :---• 

LOVE OF PLACE. 

Old Hobhoiise once ha^ icot a nam^. 
But lo8^ for Place his better fame. 
So now Ins son, a londer railer. 
Loses his seat by Place^ the tailor* 
How fifttal.to the Hobhonse race 
Is an excessive love of Place ! 

* 

At the close of the poll this day, the Reformers issued the fol-^ 
lowing hand-bill : — 

'' BBFORM OF PARLIAMENT. 

" Electors of Westmi nster ! — ^The never-ceasing enemies, 
because the ever-grasping plunderers of the people, with all their 
crafty corruption, and terror, are yet but 517 a-head on the whole 
poll. . . 

'' In two short days the battle must be lost or won. 

i " The victory is in your power, it may be attained with perfect 
ease. Seven thousand Electors remain unpolled. They have only 
to manifest their will by their votes, and in two hours the triumph 
may be achieved. 

- ** He who delays coming to the poll, pretending to diink his sin- 
gle vote of no importance, is guilty of patricide. The contest de- 
pends on single votes. Aoain wb urge yov to do tour 

©ITTY. 

"England! all England expects you to place Hob- 
house by the side of Burdett, to represent Westminster.** 

' Some members of the Society of FriendSf also issued a similar 
placard, and a large quantity of bills, inviting the Electols to come 
forward in behalf of the popular cause. 

Sir Francis Burdett, and Mr. Douglas Kinnaird, addressed ani 
immense body of people assembled in the yard of Fisher's rooms, 
exhorting them to do their duty by their fellow-citizens and them- 
sekes* 
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/ Tb^ Parochial Cohimitfees also wished to make another «fffert« 
One of them published an animated hand-bill, which is here sub- 
joined.* 

The greatest agitation prevailed amongst those who had seen the 
same cause triumphant six months ago, and had been confident of 
success on this occasion. Mr. Hobhouse in his. progress through 
the streets was every where cheered, and received with cries of 
*' No Whiff F* — ^The walls were covered with inscriptions of *' No 
corrupt frhig Candidate.^-^o Coalition.*' — ^The efforts of the 
coalition, 4ind particularly the hiring a party of bludgeon-men, had 
thrown an unpopularity on the person of Mr. Lamb and his cause, 
such as no Westminster candidate had ever met with. Sir Murray 
Maxwell was not so generally odious. Many there were who still 
entertained hopes of success, and the canvassing books still contained 
promises enough to place the popular candidate high on the poll. 
Tuesday had been the great day on the late Election, and the whole 
metropolis looked forward with painful anxiety to the next morning. 



TUESDAY, MARCH 2.--F0URTEENTH DAY. 

. The skies again declared against the Reformers. It poured 
torrents of rain the whole morning. Sir Francis Burdett and Mr*, 
Hobhouse appeared on the hustings a little before four. They were, 
loudly cheered by the people in every direction. Mr. Lamb with, 
the marrow-*bones and cleavers. moved from Henrietta-Street about 

. V * « ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER I 

** TIME FLIES !—7Vpo days nurre and you must be vietmouBf or your enemies ieiU 
hape.triumphed'! If thj^ trample down yonr Liberties and Indepeiidence, to what 
^ni tbe^ owe their success? Not to the justice of their principles, but to your 
posillamniity t • '. i 

*^ For shame. Men of Westminster ! Why require canvassing ? What can ren- 
der it tSecessary, that those. who are no, more interefted in the event than your- 
selves, should be compelled repeatedly to solicit you to do your duty? 

** Let not any Elector imagine that he can find an apology for the misuse of his 
vote, or for his neutrality, in the debasing infloence and^ corrupt example that- 
prevail around him. 

« Whether this contest terminate in your glory, or in your disgrace, depends 
Upon ybuilMlves, and decides whether you are willing to live free men or die 
slaves!' . . i. 

*' Arouse immediately from your torpor, and let no man incur the reproac)i» tlipit. 
when the liberties of hb country were threatened, he, by his apathy and inditfer- 
cnce, aided the cause of Cormption, and checked the proc;ress of Reform. 

*' Come, therefore, to the Poll without delay for HOBHOUSE, the Friend of 
BURDETr and Radical Reform. 

<< Committee Room/or the Pamh of St. MoHin^ 
<< CoocA 4tiid £fersfs, St. Martin's Lane, Marek 1, 1819." 
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Ahe same time. When he appeared on the hustings— ^the gentlemen 
with him and his party, which was this day in pay, to the number of 
500> cheered him repeatedly. The people in front hooted and 
hissed more violently if possible than before. Mr. Hunt also ap« 
peared this day on the hustings, and was cheered by the hired- party. 
The indignation of the people was very loud and decided against 
this individual. 
The board was exhibited at the usual hour. 

Ltamb • . • 
Hobhouse . . 
Cartwright . . 

The gentlemen and the hired party cheered — the people groane^ 
and hooted, and cried " No WhigT 

Mr. Hobhouse came forward. — ^The hired party cried '' Off! 
flffT — the people and the company in the booths applauded loudly. 
When the struggle had somewhat subsided^. ^ 

Mr. Hobhouse spoke as follows ; — ... 

Gentlemen, — I have still hope^ that the independent Electoci 
wilt rescue themselves from the thraldom to which the success of the 
unnatural coalition against them will inevitably condemn them. It 
appears, that die cloak which decency and shame first threw ovef* 
this monstrous union is now laid aside ;. and that the Whigs are re- 
solved to close their career as they began it, with securing ihe sup^ 
port of those who appeared in the suite of Sir Murray Alaxwell at 
the last Election. Jf the Courier opened with wishing success to 
Mr. Lamb — I see, that a friend of the Courier, and a correspondent 
of the Morning Post, has stept forward to conclude the contest 
with endeavouring in bis ^vay to secure die success of the same gen- 
tleman. The person in question having himself come forward must 
excuse me if 1 keep him still before the public. Perhaps, gentle-* 
men, you may have heard of Mr. Dennis O^Brien — lie is not alto^ 
gether a stranger to these boards, and trained himself for Election 
exercises in the well known Whig school, which some^thirty yeara 
ago flourished in and about the neighbourhood of these hustings^ 
Having been an active partisan of the Foxite Committee in West- 
minster, or B» he in language all his own called it the other day,^ 
being **one of the qmntuple/* he, by a transition not altogether 
without precedent in bis par^^ passed over to the other side, and on 
the hte occasion no one was more usefiil to Sir- M. Maxwell thair 
Mr. Dennis O'Brien. This- worthy man continued his exertions for 
the same person after my nomination, and had his advice* been fol-^ 
lowed. Sir M. Maxwell would have remained to fight the battles oC 
the court ' You4nay have recognized his Irish p^ in certain lonj^ 
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^flclamatioDS against the Reformers, which appeared in the Momidg 
Po9ty and were called '* fVestmimteriantL'' Mr, O^Brien having 
aeen his court friend retreat, has, however, looked with virtuous in- 
dignation on the efforts of th^ friends of freedom ; aqd, though ht 
has lost Sir M. Maxwell, now sees that in the Whig candidate there 
ia ^^amnther and. the mme^ He is skilled in Whig practice — he i^ 
skilled in Tory practice, and he wishes to show that he perfectly 
well understands what the Whigs would be at. He recogpizes the 
traces of their ancient electioneering passion, and he is resolved, that 
fts they opeped their contest, so they shall conclude it. Accord- 
ingly he comes forward to give a death-blow to scurrility, sedition, 
and tyranny,. 30 he qualifies our efforts^ by giving a breakfast to the 
impolled JElectorSj whom, in return for his favor, he merely requests 
to vote for Mr* Lamb. You shall hear his polite card :^- 

^ No. 81, CroMH Streety Shmdy Feb. 27, 1819. 

** Mr. Deimis O'Bryen entreats of those Electors, to whose application at the 
commencement of the present contest he replied, * that it was not his intention to 
take aqy part in the present i^lectioo,' now to come forward, and strenuously to 
support the Honorable George Lamb, who cannot, at all events, be suspected of 
any hostility to the British Constitution. 

*' He begs to add, that he shall be happy to see those Electors who are willing 
to oblige him, at his own house to breakfast, on Monday and Tues.day, the ifl||t 
and 2d of March, to proceed with him to the poll, and assist in giving a decisive 
blow to scurrility, sedition, and the most oppressive tyranny, under the ma^ of 
pretended freedom." 

(Loud laughter. — Criespf Shame! Shame! No^ Whigs! No shabby 
Whigs!) Surely^ Gentlemen, this is sufBcienfly iutelUgible, and 
I trust, th%t if any previous doubts remained upon your mind, you 
will no\v. see vho pre the supporters, and what is the. support of 
this frieod of Sir Samuel BeOmilly — ^this friend of the poor man— ^ibis 
friend of. thei revolution-^ this friend of liberty. No doubt Mrw 
O'Bryen gives this breakfast out of pure love to the British Consti* 
tution. No one pays bim for it : he is a wealthy paitriotic individud^ 
%uite. independent, who takes pleasure in feeding his feUow^country- 
li^eti as an encour^genoent to their public doty. Of course this is 
not treating*— Qh, nq! Mr Liimb's committee know nothing of the 
natter. Mr. O'Bryen is an honest volunteer, that is all, and is ia 
the habit of doing these things. . I must now, Geatlemeny allude to 
the extraordinaiy speech which I see set down to my opponent,^ as 
having, been delivered by him yesterday^ My opponent kys it cbwn 
for law, that what 1 do not contradict, . [ must be supposed to ao^ 
quiesce in. I appeal against this conchimon* 1 have Bot co»« 
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tredicted one half of diat to ¥^bicb^ if time had served^ I lidght bailie 
given a flat denial. However^ tbat he may not complain of his 
mistatements being neglected^ I shall take care^ that what he said 
yesterday shall not pass unnoticed. 

Mr. Lamb hints, that because I anticipated violence yesterday, I 
ivas likely to'knbw from what quarter ^at violence would come. 
Certainly, Gentlemen^ I was likely to know — I did know — I told 
you I did know-~I told you, that a gang of ruffians had bee& hired 
by Mr. Lamb's party, and that dreadful violence had already been 
committed. I did not pretend any ignorance of the quarter whence 
the mischief would come, and I warned those who heard me to be 
upon their guard, and keep the peace. 

Mr. Lamb says, that it is true his committee have t^ken measures 
tbat there might be free access for bis voteis to the poll. By this 
I presnme, he means to say, that his voters have been formerly fm-^ 
peded in going to the polL I deny it : he says, that my supporters 
have threatened his voter^^I deny that also. Gentlemen, you know 
well enough whence these obstacles have come ; — whence these 
threats have proceeded. Mr. Latob has indeed given us a con* 
▼incing proof of what sort of logic his reasoning is directed, when 
be calls knocking d^wn our voters, nothing mbre than securing free 
access for his own. These, indeed, are singular expedients. Why 
did he not apply as we have done, to the legal officer i — Is setting 
the fighting men upon us, the way to give free access to the poll i 

You think perhaps, that Mr. Lamb and his Whigs were really 
afraid of some violence. No, gentlemen, they had two motives for 
this insinuation ; the one was to throw some odium upon us, and 
the other, to procure a cloak for the atrocities which they already 
meditated. It may also have entered into their contemplation to 
commit some disorder, and then to charge it upon us. Perhaps 
they long to see the household troops again parading round this 
square. This is all that is wanting to the already powerful aid of 
^eir court allies. If some such effort as we siw yesterday had not 
been made, the Whigs wouM not have been true to di^mselves ; they 
would have left out one ingredient in that compound of trick and 
imposture which goes to the formation of their accomplished cha« 
Kacter. ^ 

• But, Mr. Lamb says, that we have resorted to the sane mean»*--^ 
that is to say, that we have armed and organized a band of ruffians* 
i deny it flatly^*he cannot prove it— he knows he cannot prove it. 

• Next comes a singular charge from Mr. Lamb : namely, that the 
mterruptioB which I experienced yesterday, was a certain sign that the 
popular feeling had taken a decided turn for him, and against me.-^ 
\lt is fabe.} I camiot presume to juc^e, whether I have ever p09-» 
lessed or retained t|ie popular feeling. But^ one thipg I most sey^ 
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xhAtfoi Mr; Lamb to make ^ such aii4is8^rti(»i/:^Keri he knew tbat^ 
the interruption ^iven tojme^'and the cheers given to-hira, .proceed- - 
ed from those. who had been drawn up before his* committee*room.v 
in regular order. Such an assertion, I say, exceeds in^hardihood 
any that was ever hazarded even on these boards. * I am not so vain 
as to suppose, that in my individual capacity lihad ever any hold on - 
popular feeling. But, I console myself with thiaking, that this .as- - 
sertion comes from the same individual who lamented that .Sir 
Francis Burdett had also lost the same< popular feeling. I console 
myself with thinking, that this decided turn of popular feeling was - 
settled and resolved upon at a public*house ; and I am not quite so 
clear of the said charge having actually taken place, when I call t<> 
mind, that alLthose who seemed to prefer. Mr. Lamb to n^,. came 
with that gentleman to the hustings, and went away with him froor > 
the hustings, leaving the vast multitude exactly of the same mind as 
they have been from the first days of this Election. I must, indeed^ 
thank our opponents fpr kindly taking care that no mistake. shoiiU 
arise as to those from whom this *' decided turn", arose.' . As to the 
popularity of Mr. Lamb which . he hails . with such modest as- 
surance, it is certainly of the portable sort— ^^like the goods of the - 
ancient philosopher, be carries it all about him. . Perhaps it is not 
saying too much, to declare that he carries it in his.pocket* {Lopid 
laughter and cheers.) For my own part, I Jeave to the. Whigs al-» < 
ways to talk about popularity, and never to .deserve, it. . I. shall do > 
what I think my duty, and put myself, upon my countrymen for the 
verdict which they may be pleased to award. 

But,' it seems Mr. Lamb attributes this decided, ^t/rn. against me,* 
not 'to his friends turning the comer of Henrietta-Street, and post-* 
ing themselves here ; but, to my *^ violent, unconstitutional, and uit-. 
british language.** Gentlemen,, these are. hard words; but, thank . 
Hearen, I fancy they do not apply to me. As to vioknce^ .1 ap-« - 
peal to you. I appeal even to that. faithless record of my speedies. - 
in the Chronicle, if I have ever disgraced myself by any unbecoming^ 
language — if I have ever descended to any personalities against my. 
opponent — if I have ever dragged forward eiren hia party, except na 
public men, and even then without specifying names, or .holding up 
any one of them individually to public contempt. {Voices, '/ Nop, . 
wu have not!*) With respect to my '^ unconstitutional^ and un- 
oritish lan^gef* the words are perfectly indefinite, and:diey:pro«« 
claim nothmg, except that the Whigs have shifted their ancient . 
ground, and having been called. '^ unconstitutional and unbritish" !by 
the : court, now .join the court in calling the Reformers uncoo^* 
stkutional and unbridsh. . This singular charge against me. is a good . 
eomment on. the Lamb and Liberty which I see;on.the placards* .1^ . 
seems to isbew, thatif Mr. Xiamb.and his Whigs come^inta plao<^« 
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ibej iwill not want an excuse for -having recourse io' whaf their Whig 
Journal, :the Edinburgh Review^ calls, '' the;strong amit>f the law ;" 
•and, that the.''' violent, unconstitutional, unbritish^ language of the 
people 'will .receive a wholesome chastisement, and be silenced by 
gagging-bills, by dungeons,' and by dragoons. This charge is pier-» 
fecHy of a: piece widi that made at the beginning of the Election— » 
.that /I was a revolutionist,* and a friend of the French, c This charge 
b perfectly becoming from a modem Wing against one of the peo« 
pie, and I leave my opponent to make the most of it. 

But, now comes the most cruel of all his attacks. Gentlemen, he 
actually diarges me- with having been once a Whig. (LatigA/er.) 
lie charges me with having canvassed the University t>f Cambridge 
as a Whig : a dire accusation indeed^ and worthy a reply. Gentle- 
men, it is exceedingly natural for a young raan^ who has imbibed an 
ardent .attachment to liberty, and who hears the word perpetually in 
the mouths of those who are in systematic opposition to a corrupt 
government, to call himself by the name given to that opposition. - I 
have no scruple to say, that whilst I was yet a boy, and afterwards, I 
felt an attachment to what I thought were, or ought to be Whig 
principles, and I never pronounced the name of Mr. Fox, but with 
an aflfectionate veneration which the noble lessons of enlig;htened and 
liberal. policy to-be found in the speeches of that all accomplished 
orator had at a very early age instilled into my mind. Even at this 
moment I hold ^oyself to be a humble pupil of the principles; 
which for so many years tnade him -the delight of the English na- 
tion, and the admiration of mankind; and I trust, that by pointing 
out^hat^part.of his example, which shows him the radical Reformer 
of a .corrupt systeiki, rather than that portion of his career which 
displays him as the upholder of the same system, I am tnuch more 
tcue to his memory and to his iame, *^s well as to bis really sincere 
opinions, than those who now -boast that they are >his .political 
descendants. 

. It is perfectly true, that -when -I prepared for a canvas of the 
University of Cambridge, I professed myself what is called an op-* 
position man ; and might, for aught I know, for^that reason be con- 
sidered as a Whig. This was five years ago. -Even at that period 
I wias favoured with a good ^^specimen of what future experience 
would shew me to be die predominant passion ' of the Whig ariato^ 
cracy. My wishes at that time, were seconded by : several of my 
associates,' of great Whig names, who were too young to be infected 
wkh the selfishness of party -feeling ; but. a Whig nobleman, one not 
unknown^ to Westminster, chose to treat my attempt as a gross aud 
violent intrusion upon the fair pretennons of his own party-— nay 
more,.of«lns own family— rand gave me to understand that he had 
menred.the representaUon of ; the .University foribist8on.!<«He went 
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fiirt&fer, Ad, like atme Westminster Wliigi dedtted himself ready 
to support die court candidate ia preference to myself; so permi*- 
cious did he think the precedent of allowing one of the people to 
trespass upon the premises reserved for the private sport of the true 
children of the party. Had my opponent here known any thing of 
the circumstances of the case, his prudence would, I think, have 
taught him to avoid a personal reflection upon a fiict, which, vdieft 
examined,, serves to illustrate my doctrines^ rather than to corrobo- 
rate his own. Since the period to which Mr. Lamb alludes, I 
eould refer to all those persons, some of them Ugh in bis own 
party, vrfio have honored me with their iiitima<7, for the proof of 
that assertion which I here make, ths^ I have at aH times professed 
myself totally independent of party, and that, as far as a man who 
has never been called into public life may be said lo have any ^n« 
ciplesy my principles have been those of the Whigs of 179B, in 
iMNitradistioction to those of the Whigs of Id 19. I have concealed 
from no associate that I have long thoi^bt diat the Whigs hane beeu 
gradually detadiing themselves firom the people : but £ hawe equally 
openly confessed, that up to the last election in this place, 1 had 
not lost all hopes of seeing an umon between that party^ and the 
lieople. But the events of that election, with whidi I was intH 
Inateiy acquainted, convinced me that it was in v«n to hope for any 
sudi cordial alliance as would preserve for the people the firee exer« 
oat of their undoubted r^bts, and save them £rom the enoroach^- 
ments of the aristocracy aa well as from the influence of the 
Crown. The Rqiresentative of one of the flrst Whig families 
baa a record of my opinion which I dien adopted, and which I fear 
that no future good conduct of his party will enabie me to change^ 
From fliat moment I thought, that for a polteician to call himself a 
Whig, veould tend to aid a fatal delusion, and would teach the 
cmutiy to expect help whence none could ever be derived. From 
that moment I took that line which I intend to pursue ; I declared 
those sentiments, by which I intend to alride to the end of my days. 
That I formed no hasty estimate, the events of this election have, I 
feaqr, fully proved : nor is it my fault, if, in proportion as my ex* 
perience becomes more instructive, and the characters of others 
develop themselves more cleariy, I am^ forced to^ acquire the con* 
viction, d»t the Whigs as a party are not bora for the salvation of 
the state. As for the. insinuation of Mr. Lamb, that if it had 
^^ suited aoy purposes^'' I should have professed jnyself a Whig ea 
Ais ticcasioQ, I wiH not remark on the propiiety of his prosouoo^ 
ing sudi a judgment on oilc of whom he knows notbii^ ill. Tbis 
is not the: IsK^age of open political- oontroversy^^-^t ia tbe fan* 
^age of vu%ar personal resentment ; and, I am rsorry to obserri^ 
that, without my having let drop a smgle expmsion in pevsoB«l 



disparagement of my opponent; bo has indulged' in this line of 
argument, or rather of invective, from nearly the outset of the con- 
test. One thing I will tell that Gentleman--4hat it would have 
^* suited my purposes^ to have professed myself a Whig, and thalt 
bo must know, as well as I know, that a very few expressions 
of apoI(^ for seeming hostility in the Report of the Reformers' 
Committee, would have softened down his patrons, and would 
have prevented him front being raised to that bad eminence which 
he ^ilow occupies in the eyes of the people of Westminster. 
But I was not base enough to secure the neutrality of his party by. 
such concessions ; on the contrary, though I made no attack on the 
individuals of the party, 1 thought it my duty explicitly to state^ 
that I considered their combination as fatal to the interests of the 
country and to the cause of Reform. It would have '' wittd my, 
purposed* to be reserved on this point, had my purposes reached 
only to obtaining a seat for Westmhister ; but I may fairly boast that 
I had higher views, and that I scorned to obtain by my silence d 
sin^ supporteir whom I nfight lose by my sincerity. The Whig 
of the Cnronicle dares to talk of treachery; he dares to pretend 
that my sentiments were not known until the Report of the Re» 
f^Mrmers appeared. If they were not known, how came the Whigs 
to act from the day of my nomination in November last, as if they 
knew me to be hostile to their party ? How came they first to start 
Me Whig, and then to try to start another ? How came their 
Chronicle to open by scoffing at me, and to maintain a silence more 
inimical to me than even & attacks of the court papers? No, 
Gentlemen ! I deceived no one : But I am willing to say,, that tf 
lo look up to the principlea profiessed by Mr. Fox, when he saM 
that he would not come into office without a radical reform in the 
representation of the people^ if that be Whiggish, I am a Whig of 
that school ; yet I aoi not such a -Whig as Mr. Lamb ; I am not a 
Whig of that party who, from a fit of resentment, como forward to 
crush the inclinations of the people of the metropolis ; I am not 
one of that party who would employ any means to obtain any ends. 
I am not one of that party which calls the people revolutionists, in- 
novators, unconstitutional, unbritish. I am not a Whig, who pre- 
fers a Tory to a Reformer. I am -not. a Whig, who would unite 
with the meanest and most atrocions of mankind to destroy the 
bard-earned fame of a great pnblic character, whose sole reproach 
19 his unshaken independence. Gentlemen, I shall here withdraw, 
leaving my cause in your hands. You have still amongst you suffi- 
cient numbers to overwhelm your adversaries; and, were the election 
to last fifteen hundred days, instead of fifteen, I would never retreat 
firom a post lo which I have been called, as I believe, by die voice 
of the people. 
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*; Mr/Hdbhoil86 dre^ -back Amidst loud applauses. . . . > 

. Mr. Lamb came forwardi and was receivedi as usual, Mritk un^ 
equivocal tokeos of public hatred, which ^his geutlemen friends and 
bis hired gang tended only to increase. His popularity now seemed 
indeed to have taken rather too decided a turn to allow of his string 
any more on that topic. The Chronicle attributed to him the fol-^ 
lowing speech, which the uproar rendered inaudible to all but the 
Reporter of that paper. 

Mr* Lamb said the poll of the day was in his fiivour, and his* ma«* 
jority continued to increase. One day, however, remained, and he 
noped his friends would not relax their efforts, when so near the 
goal. Their opponents had got a force, to bring up, which they 
ought to meet at least with equal numbers, ,and not suffer their ma- 
jority to be- diminished. Mr. Hobhousehad said that he should be 
on the hustings at the last moment, and he could assure them he 
would be there also. In spite of the chmour, he had a letter that 
be must read, in order that it might be communicated to the public* 
Mr. Hobhouse had brought forward a Mr. Manby tocomplun of 
having been ill used by his partizans. - Now, he would ishew t&en& 
what sort of an Eleclioneerer this Mr. Manby was. They had 
heard many complaints of mean tricks, arts, and compulsory meaiis 
used by his supporters; they would now find that Mr. Hobhouse'a 

S^portera did not disdain arts and threats of the most paltry nature* 
e letter was addressed to a highly, respectable tn^Qsmah, who bad 
p^l his name to a requisition in hia (|4r« Lamb's) favour^ « 

^' Sir, — ^I am so ashamed ta see your name to the mclosed paper, (the paper re- 
ferred to was from the Committee of St^PauTs, Covent Garden, reqoestiDg the 
Electors to take effectoal measiires to secure the return of Mr. Lamb), that Z 
shaU take an early opportunity of callibg to close my account with you. ' 

"lam. Sir, 

'* Your most obedient servant, 
** 98, WmpdU-ttreet, Feb»97. H. Manby. ' 

** My boxes I shaU send for, and when yon have become an M. P. be pleased 
to remember yon have a pair of pantaloons of mine, that I desire to have sent 
home. 

*^ Mr. Thomas Baker, iaiior, 

'< Bed/ord^treeL Coeent Garden:** 

■-,*.» 

His opponent'had said, he (Mr. L.) carried bis popqlarity in his 
pocket, but he could point out 'another place where it was to be 
found, and that was, on the poll as it now stood. As they would 

* But Mr. Manby was' no supporter of Mr. Hobhouse ; be was not an elector; 
Mr. Baker happened also to be Mb*. Lamb's tailor. . Mr. Manfty wiotea long Ictte* 
upon this subject, which it is needless to insert. 
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,, nel heur liiin^ be. woidd retirey and .recommend them to^go heme^ 
end prepare to come in better humour to--morrow. 

Mr. Hunt presented himself. The execrations from, the whole 
Hiultitude in front, except Mr. Lamb's gai^, who cheered, were 

• violent and excessive : some shook whips at him— others elevated a 

. ladder— one man dangled a rope — not a few pelted with loose mud. 
The screaming and howling pierced the very.earaof those under the 
echoes of the hustings. But the Chronicle, still trae to, itself, in-; 

. serted an apparently transmitted copy of Mr. Hunt's speech,; in. 

^ these words : . 

. On the first day of the Election, or rather the day o£ nomine*. 

^ tion, I told you that I hoped to be on this day congratulating you 
on the success of Major. Cartwright ; but although I cannot do that, 
I can do more, I can most sincerely coi^ratulate you upon the 
downfal of that execrable Rump, who have always been his grei^est 

. enemies. I congratulate yon upon the complete defeat and disgrace, 
of Sir Francis Burdett, who, although, he has been the openly pror 

. fessed friend of the. Major's, has now proved to every reflecting, 
person in the country, that he was all, the time. his secret. and trea- 
cherous, foe. The result of this contest will prove of greater impor- . 
Mince, to the cause of. liberty than any election that has occurred in 
the memory of man. It has not been only a contest whether Mr* 
Lamb, Mr. Hobhouse, or, Mnjor Cartwright should be elected now. 
for Westminster — not only whether a proud and arrogant individual 
should, xby the agency. of the dirty Rump, become the perpetual 
Dictator for Westminster — but this contest -will decide at once a 
matter of still more importance, whether this would-be Dictator, 
whether Si/' Francis Burdett himself shall ever again be returned as 
a Representative for this .City. To-morrow will decide the fate of 
the arch-apostate — of the greatest political trickster that ever, dis- 
graced the annals of any country. If we succeed in pulling down 
the great Col.ossus, . let us not he surprised at hearing a. crash when, 
the monster falls, but let us. still go on, for now the time is come 
ifvhen the Baronet will be shewn to be chop-fallen. I shall conclude 
vrith saying, that he is as great a political apostate as ever the uni- 
verse produced ; and will you doubt, or can you doubt that his 
kopeful protege will: be the same. Yes, the protege, pMiy be what, 
his dictator and tutor. pleases, but you will not, you cannot, you do 
oot. The fate of the poll is now settled, and can any one doubt, 
that the Baronet is now fallen into utter disgrace i Yes, he is. dis- 
graced, and so will every man guilty, like him, of dereliction ^ of 

^ principle. 

It now became a service of real personal danger to Mr. Hunt to. 
continue his speech ^ but the Chronicle closed it» account with the 
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comMeni ** land appUnmy rasolfcdy at it wIbdpi to iteli one latt lie^ 
and to make it appear that Sir Francis Burdett -and Mr. Htiot wer» 
yet pretty equally poised in the balance of public Anroiv 

^ pBANCis BuRD&TT was here called for aaost loudly by dMi 
wbde- audience -^he came forward*-*uii wn did the gang attempt to 
iot<Brrupt--^tbe thunders of applause bore down their opposBtiouw 
He made a long and animated speech^ which it would be injustice 
to abridge, and of which the papers preserved unfortunaCely but a^ 
short imperfect sketch.^ — It is necessary, howcTer, to mention, tfant 
when Sir Francis made use of the expression, '^ I can auure yoUf 
upon my hon&r as a gentleman " aloud horse-laugh was set up by 
the gentlemen at the back of Mr. Lamb. Sir Francis stopt an n^ 
aCant, but not a flush was observed to ruffle his manly featiHBS. The 
people, however, raised the most indignant shouts of "Shame I 
sheme ! — there are gentlemen for yow-^oh, never ndnd them, thw 
are only the - gentlemen T Mr. Lamb looked leas red^han usual, 
and Mr. Lumbton became a little paler than before. Sir Francis pro* 
ceeded with the same tranquillity as ever. The newspapers did not 
notice this characteristic trait ; they seem to have an interest in con«. 
cealing how much superior the man may be to the gentleman^ 

When Sir Francis had concluded his speech, an attempt WaS'made^ 
of which the Chronicle, in its wish " to state every thin^ that oe- 
curred with the most scrupulous fairness/' f took no notice what* 

* The following is the notice given of it in the British Press, anci may serve tor 
shew what ehaaca Uie Rcformen have of bang fairly treated, even in t|ie fiuresfc 

. ** Sir Fravcis Burdbtt then caaae forward, and in a long and animated speech 
followed Mr. Hobhouse in his invective against the Whigs, and cliarged the friends 
of Mr. Lamb witti reviving the old practices of violence inr the contest for West- 
minster. He said that the speeches of Mr* JLamb were sent in a corrected statft 
tp the pablie papery and that therefore he (Sir Francis) felt himself absolved from 
the silence he meant at firet to have adopted when the Electors wonld not hear; 
the Candidate to whom Mr. Hobhonse was opposed. Mr. Lamb had indeed of^^ 
fhred to become Mr. Hobbonse's tutor. This remuided hua of what was nad of » 
gftet maa of old, almost as great a one as Mr. Lamb«-*that 

** He would become in one revolving moen, 
** A statesman, lawyer, tutor, and buffoon*" 

<*TheWMg8 had said that he had acted- with them; sehehadwhea he tfaoogli^ 
them; right, but without enlisting under their banners. Aswdtmigbtagangefl 
robbers, who on their return from phinder saw a house on fire, and assisted the 
honest neighbours iu putting it out, charge the latter with being a part of thel^' 
gang while they committed the robbery » as the Whigs dunge him witfi being ef 
their party,. Iiecanse he occasionally voted with them on pubUc grounds; The 
Hon. Baronet again complained, in pointed terms, of the exclusion of voters, be- 
cause they had not paid their poor's rates, and returned to the old ground of hSS^ 
attack on tlie Whigs." 

t See the article extracted from the Gbsonicle at the el<)se of ])ilotiday'spro« 
ceedings, page lk74« 
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tferi bill bftviDg. sttd that ^ the Barooet ooacluded awdrt'timch 
applause with great dUapprobalion ! ! ! " ended thus : <' The crowd 
then dispersed io the utinost order."* 

But the Chronicle having noticed the ''great disapprobation^ with 
which the Baronet was reeeived, and ih^ '' loud a|)^i<^u$es" which 
crowned Mr. H wt'a conclusion, thought it as well not to mentioii 
that 

Lord William Russell came forward to make a second trial 
of What might be done by his popular name. But come forward 
he did — and hissed and hooted he was, and that much more loudly 
and portioaciously than when he first appeared on the hustings. 
Whether he spoke, or what he said, remains to this day unknowri. 
The cries of No Whig! No Boroughmongers ! Burdettfor ^er! 
Hobhousefor everf drowned his efforts and Aove him back. It 
was in Vain to try another Whig, and Mr. Lamb and his friemb 
retired. Mr. Hobhouse and Sir Francis Burdett withdrew from 
the hustings to Fisher's rooms, where they again addressed the people 
from die windows. Sir Francis still exhorted the Reformers not t6 
^spair, but to make one last effort. Even at this period, sOnife 
of the friends of the people did not totally despair, although such 
was the* general feeling of regret, that in many instances the electors 
addressed Mr. Hobhouse in the £onxmittee-room, shaking bands 
with him with great emotion in the most affectionate manner. ' ' 

' The Committee published the following hand-bill : 
*' REFORM OF PARLIAMENT. 

" LAST DAY OF THE POLL'. 

« 

"Electors of Westminster! — The Minions of Cor- 
ruptipn and the Tools of Power appear hitherto to l|av6:been 
successful ; but let not this d^tbr you from the field — ^VICTORY 
MAY YET BE YOURS 1 Remember that the greatest of Bat- 
tles was gained after victory had hovered over the standard of your 
[Enemies, and appeared to have decided the contest ! 

" LET NOT ANY OF YOU DESPAIR! A few and a 
very few of the steady Friends of Reform, who hold themselves in 
reserve, are sufficient to snatch from those who are already boasting 
of their unhallowed triumph'over your Liberties and Independence, 
the laurels with which they are prematurely decorating themselves ! 

*' The Brttiah Pre»,. tiioiigh a Whig paper, would not go this length ; it recorcU 
cdthus: — 

<< Lord William Rchsbll came forward, he said> to rebat the charge against 
the Whiga^ but the Noble Lord waa.unable to obtain a hearing. 

^' The bosinest of the day was then cloied, in the oudst of great uproar,* 
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'"'^ I>t etery-one act;'tfaen^ as if the idsue depefaded on HIM- 
SELF ALQ^E ! It DOES depend on EACH of you. It ia 
by INDIVIDUAL VOTES that the Vict6ry mast and will be 
achieved! 

" COME FORTH INSTANTLY ! In a very few hoiflp^ the 
^moment of action will have passed away. What will* not" be the 
REMORSE each of you will feel who has not done his duty! 
iWbat' wilL Apt M^ thei.PRlDE of those who • will have it to say, 
.^' My .Father was one.of that Noble .Baiul who/ SAVEP their 
Country!" 

'' The Poll conunences atEight^ and will, close -precisely. atThcee 

1 Up to the last paoment it was too apparent to be denied, even 
by the CQi^tion. canvassers, that the^m^ority ofr electors w,a8 .de- 
cidedly in favor of the Reformer^ notwithstanding the despair j>f 
.some, the disfranchisement of ptherS| and the fear, of the great> body, 
^who had many, of , them suffered by. losing their customers at the i^ 
.cent election, had given the apparent majority to Mr. Lamb. . Jt 
.was, towards the close, of the? election, ,the common practice of this 
gentleman; and his friends, when canvassing, to. say, ''if you will 
.not vote for. me, promise to> stand neuter ;". nor^ was- any ai^ument 
of any. kind. thought, too disgmceful to back this request. . The. Re- 
formers never made an effort to seduce a single promised vote. 
The Wh^, however, never thought themselves safe until the close 
of Tuesday's poll. . Theo,. indeed, Mr. Lamb dropped his long ad- 
vertisement, and prepared the following short annunciation of 
victory. 

• . ...... s 

«TO THE WOKTHY AMD INDBPENDKNT ELECTORS OF 

WESTMINSTER. 

* ^' Gentlemen, — After my Opponent'is short and unimportant vuc^ 
cess on Monday, I am again at the head of the day's Poll. The 
Contest will continue but one day more ; in that, however, my Op- 
ponent may bring up a considelrable force. Let my Friends cgme 
forward, and add increasing numbers to our Triumph. 

'M have the honor to .remain, 
. " Gentlemen, . 
'' Your obedient and faithful Servant, 

. '^ George. Lamb." 

" Committee Room, Henrietta^street, 
March 2, 1819/' ' 
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' WEDNESDAY, March 3.— LAST DAY. 

The polling coqumenced at eight o'clock. Early this morning a 
programma* of Mr. Lamb's Chairing was printed and circulated. 
The car provided for that ceremony was in readiness, and eVery ar- 
rangement 'was made which could contribute to adorn the triumph of 
the successful Candidate; and certainly the chairing would have taken 
place had it hot been for an over anxiety on t6e part of the Whigs 
to get up a show of popularity/ the reality of which their party had 
totally lost during the present Election. As nearly every paper gave 
an entirely false colouring to the events of this day^ and the Times 
newspaper in particular now chose to follow fortune, and under the 
pretence of a record of facts, to declare strongly against the Re- 
formers, it is probable that the reader may flow for the first time be 
informed of an incontrovertible truth/ namely, that the riot at the 
close of the poll originated solely from the hired bludgeon-men 
and the genilemen horsemen arrayed by Mr. Lamb's committee. 
'The minutest circumstances of the preparation fnade by the 
Whigs came to the knowledge of the lusformerif. Several of the 
|)ersdns hired, but not [mid, at the rate of 'five shillings a day, con* 
fessed the fact9> and afterwards made them publicly known by 
suing the Bow-street oiBcer (Bond) for their wages; and by meafns of 
^ome repentant individuals who by letter apologised to Sir Francis 
iBurdett and Mr. Hobhouse for beihg seduced by their poverty into 
a compliance with the directions C|f Messrs. Bond, James Mac^ 
dpnald, and Prescott, it ^as established that the Whigs' hired up- 
wards of six hundred bludgeon-men, headed chiefly by the fighting 
men, and gave them every direction necessary for /their proposed 
bperations. * 

Had it not been for these men there would have been ifio dis- 
turbance. The people who wete assembled in oile impenetrable 
mass, not only in front of the hustings but in every avenue leading 
fo them, were not only without any arms, but evinced, as one 
newspaper, the British Press, was honest enough to own,. " the 
most decided reluctance to encourage any warfare, and also a deter- 

• w THE CHAIRING OF MR. LAMB. 

; *^ The Procension will go along the Soath-side of Coyeot-garden, RaaselUtreetp 
Cattenhe-street, down tlie Strand, by Charing Cross, along the Hiqrmarket, down 
St. Jainei'8-Atreet, and PiiU-Mall, to Mr. LamVs hoose in WihitehaO. 

. '* All Geotlemen meaning to attend on bonehack^ will be pleased to aasemblft 
at the East tide of Covent-gafden at half-pait two o'clock; Carriages wiU draw 
up before that hour on the left band tide of Bedlord-street and Henrietta-street, 
comiDg by SoDgmtrett.** 

U 



Buned 8pmt to expel from their body tbe intruders who were dk- 
posed to commit violence." 

The appeanmce of Covent Garden towards the ^ose of the pott 
was such as will not readily be forgotten by any one who was a 
spectator of that extraordimiry and imposing scene. The windows 
and tops of every house which could command a view of th^ hdsdngs 
were so completely covered with spectators as to hide die buildingd, 
and to present^ as it were^ one immense animated mass of eminences 
of all shapes aiid sizes. The booths in front of {be hustings were 
covered in a similar manner, and the very poles seemed formed of 
men one above another. The ladders and me ropes comntiunicating 
between the stands were in like manner coveied with living clusters^ 
which seemed to become more thick every instant, and to menace 
the fall of the frail materials on which they swarmed. From a 
shilling to half-a-crown was given for the risk of breaking a leg or 
an arm, and the number of competitors for the danger and delight 
increased as the day advanced, llie immediate spectators of the hus- 
tings remained in one impregnable body, and no disturbance or even 
difference of opinion seemed to prevail amongst thenou But those 
on the outside of this immense crowd were not so tranquil. Alioiit 
two o'clock, the marrow-bone and cleaver men began paradii^ ^^19 
Mr. Lamb's Committee-room round the neighbouring streets. A 
large body of his bludgeon-men now ranged before his Conmiittee, 
and then dispersed in several parties, which encountered the people 
proceedii^ to Covent Garden, and instkiitly commenced an assault, 
driving them before them, and crying '^ Lamb for ever*'* The 
people were totally without weapons, biit they returned to the charge, 
and the bludgeon-mien had not to boast of a victory. Some of them 
lost their arms, which were brought to the Committee*r6omi in 
King-street. They were not confined to sticks ; in one instance an 
old sword was wrested from oiie of the band. About hsdf-past two, 
a general effort was- made by the mairow^^bpne and cleaver and the 
bludgeonrraen to drive away the people who were in possession' of 
the space at the opening of Henrietta-street. * But the assailants 
were driven back and disarmed,, and the multitude began * now 
tp feel highly irritated at the repeated attempts made oh the 
part of the Whigs to beat down the popular inclination iif .behailf 
of the Reformer. In no one instance did the affray conmience 
with the people,, but always with those who were armed and 
paid for the purpose. Yet with all the provocations already re- 
ceived, it is probable that nothing serious would hiive occurred hac^ 
not the Whigs nuide a 9till more extraordinary. effort to intimidate 
die pe<^ple. About a quarter before three^ some tweoty getitlemen 

* The British Prat confessed this ahctt 
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fRUdiljr amgp^ krbiitff.aMi Mne co9oari| on koraebftdki ^tb bhd- 
geons in ifaeir hands, rode up Henristtai^streel. Tbe most con- 
spicuous of thd8^ wiepe LcH'd Sefton, Lord Wiffitm Rvssell, Mr. 
llambtoA the y6Ungety Sir Ronald Ferguson, Goboel PpnsoiYby, 
Mr, Graham of Netherbji M?. Fazakerlj, Mr. Charlton, and 
liord Mulyneux. The buff and blue hortemen advanceid in a 
bodjr towards the bostiqgs. The people gave way, lo the imitfinent 
p#ril of those who tvei^e thus squei^ed backwards nnder the booths. 
The Whig gentlemen succeeded in trampling down tbose whd wer« 
in their way, until they had actnaRy forced themselves up to Mi*, 
liamb's eomer of Uie huttings. The crowd in front who hsd bitherio 
been perfectly peaeeaUe wcve iiow poalied over one and another. 
Tbote on the hustings were perfectly asConiibed irt this e^itraordioary 
attempt, arid loud ciies of ^^ ihame ! skatml ^' were now heard from 
them and from tbcf spectators in thd booths. Newfli was carried to 
die Refonners' Codlmictee, thfit th« Whig horsemen were tratbpUng 
down the people and beating them with ih^< sticks, la fact, the 
hissing bad scarcely begun tefore die horsemen charged gauaatly 
upon 'iie unarmed itottititude cfn feot, add began to e&ercise their 
eui^eb Itritfa no little vigour. The multitude recoiled, the fluctaia* 
tioB ef the vast boc^ assembled was felt as far as the Piaatut ; affd 
for a mmute it appeared that the pedple would have subntitted and 
been pufiied off the field. Tbe buff and bloe geenlemen had got 
their horses' beads Up to the railing of tbe hustings, and brandislied 
their cndgels, shooting << Lamb/or ever" But after a pau^ of a 
moment, the people tecovered from tfaeir snrprisei and in an instant th^ 
air Was abtoliitftly darkened vrith the showers of tiiud tbat shot across 
dm space before the fauslinffs, and C4l>vered tbe horsemen and their 
horsas from top to toe. lie Wb^s fosfght, some of them, stoutly 
with tfaeir sticks, others backed out as quickly as posdible^ and in a 
abort time the whole party wefra inflight, galloping dtffereitt ways, 
and followed by those whcfm they had trainpM upon and coc^elled. 
The horsemen were some of them pursued and hooted and pelted, 
as far as Gro8venor-square.^-<-Lord Sefton was covered with mud in 
Pall MalL — Lord William Russell was also exceedingly bedaubed. — 
Sir Ronald Faigusou was kno^^ked off his horse. A considerable alarm 
prevailed ia ev^ry quarter of Westmhister; *but not for the Whigs — 
for the friefttis of the Reformers, seeing the array of horsemen, and 
the hired bludgeon-men, were apprehensive the people would be over- 
powered, and many enquiries were made as to toe personal safety 
•f Sir Francis B^rdett and Mr. Hobhoose. The discomfiture of the 
buff and Uue boitemen was witnessed vrith shouts of laughter M^Uet^ 
eHt a pelted straggler Vk'as observed fiyii^ through tbe streets. A 
crowd of ladies assembled at Brookes's club-boiise, in St. James^^ 
Street^ to see tbe chairing of the man whom they were taught to think 
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the (K>tmhr CaHdidstei reoeked a hasty raeisage to. cle{iart, as it he* 
came every minote more appareot tkere would be no trhaiiiDg this day. 
Jndeedy had all those before the hustings who had been insulted by 
the hired gang and beaten by the horsemeB) left Govent Garden in 
pursuit of the fugitives, serious consequences might have been ap- 
prehended; but by far the gvealer part of the assembly* satisfied 
^mselves with driving the intruders away, and returned to the 
peaceable possession of their places before the hustings. After the 
defeat of the horsemen, the bludgeon-inen, however, still continued 
to fight— -but these were also discomfited, and many qf them were 
aeverely handled with the weapons wrested from themsdves. They 
withdrew fighting into Mr. Lamb's Coramittee-room, and were Aere 
followed by the indignant populace, who smashed in the windows. 
ISlr^ Lamb and his firiends withdrew into the church.-— TranquiUitf 
.was restored in. front of the hustings before the poll closed, and 
though the battle was ra^og in sundry streets, there seemed not the 
lesist diminution, of numben in die spectators. At three o'ciockj, 
Mr. HoUiouse ameared. He was accompamed by Sir Francis 
Burdett, Mr. D. Kinnaird, Mr. Robert Knight, Mr. T. T. Qarke, 
and several of the Committee. . When he came in front there was 
an,. unusual cheering from the whole assemblage. The men waved 
their, hats —the other seX' in the* booths clapped their hands and 
vraved their handkerchief The air resounded with shouts of 
*\ HQbhause for ever!** and *' \Nb Whigs! — No bltu^eon'hirers-! 
No corrupt Wk^-^r-No coalition!* Not a single note oi disappro- 
bstioB was heard from ttie mst assemblage. The great crowd in 
the hustings prevented it from being known when Mr. Lamb had 
taken bii post. The moment,. however, he was discerned, a loud 
hootipg .and groaning' commenced. '^ Down, with Lamb and kis 
hludgfion-ifien ! "was repeated, and the general indignation ezdted, 
by the sight of him far exceeded any tokens of pidbUc hatred that 
had salttt^ him on prc^vious days of the Election. 

When the board was exhibited, the numbers were-— 

Lamb ; . . . 177 4,465 

.. Hobhouse. ... . . . 180 ..... S,86l 

Cartwiight 1 ..... SB 

The High Bailiff came forward :^-he was hissed and hooted so 
resolutely that it was impossible to collect any tiling he said. It 
Wasy however, understood that he made the usual d^laration, and 
iq^ted that the Honorable George Lamb had been duly returned. 
When he drew back-^ 

Mrt Lamb stepped a little forward :«-^nt no words can convey 
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an idea of his reception. The people fleened to consider him the 
audiorof all the violence committed upon theft ,, and would not 
hear a single word which hersaid^ or rather attempted te say, for 
even the Chronicle gave hun, no r^ular speech :— 

He thanked the Electors for the high honour they 'had^lone 
liim in placing him at the head of the poll, and he sincerely trusted 
his conduct would justify them in the choice they had made. To 
attend to their interests, and do every thing in his power to promoto 
the prosperity and happiness of the Citizens of Westminster would 
be ms earnest study. He would not detain them longer, as he saw 
it was impossible to be heard, but he could assure them that he 
would endeavour to discharge the trust they had committed to him; 
in such a manner as be hoped would give them satisfaction, for in 
doing so he would be acting in a manner most gratifying to 4iis own 
feelings. 

He looked very i«d and angry, and bowed and retired into 
Covent Garden church, not wishing to trust himself with those who 
bad, as he said on Monday, taken a decided turn in liis favor. 

Mr. HoBHOUss was now loudly called for:— Jie stepped for- 
ward. The whole multitude uncovered instantly, and received liim 
with enthusiastic shouts of appfaiuse. A general clapping of hands 
was heard from every ifuarter of the market, when die spectators 
had the least sight of the hustings. After the applause had subsided, 
he spoke thus:— 

I come to bid you farewell : — ^the Election b lost ; but I trust we 
have not lost our honour ; of one thing I am sure, that we ahall find 
more consolation in such a defeat, than our antagonist will derive 
from such a victory. The combination of almost tiie whole Aris- 
tocracy of Great Britain, the union of the two great poUtical 
parties of the day, have been too much for >the people of West- 
minster, and the numbers of those who, from a false view of the 
question, or allured by promises, or ternfied by threats, bwe been 
brought against us, has been greater than that of the Electors, who 
have had the intelligence to see their duty, and the counge to per« 
form it--^not that I mean to impute base motives to the body 
composing the majority, many may have been conscientiously per- 
suaded of the proprie^ of voting as they have done, but I do not 
scruple to say, that delusion and terror, and influence of every kind 
have been the powerful agents that have secured the triumph of. the 
coalition. 

. Geutkmeny let us 4ee which of ui has the most reason to cbe 
contented mth the event of tMs contest; on the one hand we see a 
Candidate, fairly chosen from amongst the peojde, by the peoj^le, 
and for three monJihs seeking every occassoft, l^ whtch he nughi 
collect the wishes ofid intentions of the Electors, with rapect to 
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hknsdf and to his cauu. We see the same perton labouring, with 
a large body of the EUciors, in expellmg the CoUri Candiddit'^ 
mndy by seconding hk endeavour^ the people of tVestmmtet Mem 
to avow, that his eaase is their cause, that he stands upon principle 
solely, that ke is an honest advocate of that ptinciple--^hey prepare 
to intrust him with their rfghts-^previously to their choice thk 
Mlectors, connected with the nomination, a large body, betmem 
three and four hundred, think Jit to lay down the principle ^ 
wMch they have proceeded, their exposition involves the censure ef 
the Whig party; that party take the alarm ; their pride is wounded^ 
their resentment roused, they resolve on a cotf^et, and Jorget that 
their antagonists must be the peopie-^that people whose tights they 
i0ect to defend, whose miseries they pretend to deplore. Thi^ 
forget that in order to shew they naa not operatised from th^ 
cause of Reform, the most curious of all measures would be to 
attack the JS^formers of Westminster, They forget to examine 
wkether, even if they had cause for resentment, it mi^ht not be un^ 
seemly to indulge their anger and run ail tke risks cf exciting d 
more tha^n civil war between the various denomiiiations of the 
popular party. *^They allow their resentment to prevail : for. 
Gentlemen, Mr. Lan^bton has certait/Uy toid you the truth : arid 
ail that we see in Mr. Macdokaid^s requisition, and Mr. Uatfi^h 
address, about the general call for^ a man of dijfierent prineiptti 
from mine, was merely the excuse, it was not the cause of the oppo* 
sitiom. '■ The Report of the Gen&ral Cbmmidee was the caiise, and 
ike sole cause. The WMgis then came into the fidd dgdifiit thk 
Radicdi Reformers; they chose 4 man to whmn no party wat Hk^ 
to make any4>bjection ; they dubbed him a Reformer and a FtteM 
ef the Jievolution ; in order to catch the people j^^thky instruefed 
him to abuse, me as a Revolutionist, in order to make him pteait 
the Court. They succeeded to u mirade, and in four and tw^n^ 
hours the coalition between thepartixam of the Grovemmfent ahd 
of the party tvas complete. The whole organization ^icH hwd 
done such wonders at the commencement 4f the tost Election, whtn 
Maxwell and Romilly divided 2,334 votet, begun to net against 
the people ; but the tvhigs were Mil anxisius for etery tittle that 
might help them. - They did fud refuse the good feUcmship rf any 
one who had the soRtary merit of hatred of the people of nestmin-' 
ster, and, of the man whom the people had chosen-^not only the 
man but the measures were sanctified in their eyes by the end in 
view ; every species of cajolery, and the menaces and the athtre'- 
ments which could operate upon the weak and the se^h were 
brought into ptuy; means ^ were resorted to to , disfretnchis^ thit 
Electors who appeared at the hustings, and terror tt)a^ iisedto dUt^ 
others from coming to tender th^ir votes ; anU to crown these their 
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honest endeavours, they concluded their strug^e by u recurrence to 
downright violence (jim force. It is not surprising that these efforts 
should have oVerpowerid those proceeding solely jroni principTe. 

But is it possible that aa honest man of the party can derive any 
consolation fro^i the numbers that have been brought to vote for 
the Representative of such 9 coalition? Will any Whig, who 
looks back upon the old principles of his party, feel a sincere tri- 
umph in a victory obtained npt by the Whigs^ but by the retainers 
of the Court-— not by the people, but by tlie plunderers of the 
people ? I doubt not, however, that we shaH hear of (he victory 
of the Whigs in Westminster — that we shall be told that the people 
h^ve returned to tlieir allegiance^ and will be treated widi corres- 
ponding kindness; but die truth is^ such another victory will ruin 
(hem: Gentlemen, our antagonists may have the idle honour^ but 
I feel sure that the Reformers will have the true glory of this contest 
A great good has been besides already achieved ; it nas been shewn 
^at there are in Wefttminster 3861 Itadical Reformers, who, against 
every disadvantage, and at the risk of every sacrifice, have dared t6 
record their names as supporters of a great public principle; who 
hare manAiUy lodked danger and corruption in the face, and have 
SDogbt no fee or reward *beyond the satisfaction arising from thib 
fulfilment of their du^» Another great good has also been obtaitied 
•**4he modem Wb^s have been completely unmasked. The public 
can be no longer mistaken as to their real character and pretensions—' 
the Sndrease of the aristocratical power, the immediate satbfactioa 
0/ tbeir own selfish passions, must henceiPorwflrd be the acknowledged 
motives of aU their condnct, for the attainment of which no sacrifice 
of jNinciple wUI be thought too great, no associates too vile and 
mworthy. Henceforward the Radical Reformers will learn to rely 
oti> themselves, and on themselves alone. Another service may also 
have been done to die people by diis contest — the Reformers wilt 
have shaken off from them those to whom I h^ve scarcely once 
alluded during the wfaoie of this contest. What they hav6 been 
pleased tp say' of me was all in their lawful calling. They have 
been shaken from the Reformers, but they have stuck, like the vile 
straw, to any thing else that it meets — 

*' Coached, cart«d, trod upon — now loose, nowikst, 
** And carried off in some* Whig's tail at last." 

I wish the Whigs joy of their new friends. As for myself^ Gen- 
tlemen, I have to express a most sincerely grateful sense of the 
confidence which so large a portion of the unibought, unbiassed, free 
flectors of Westminster have been inclined to repose in me ; that 
they should have thought me a fit Advocate of their great cause, is 
to me a sufficient repayment for whatever exertions I may have made 
ia behalf of the liberty of my fellow-citizens. Our intercourse is to 
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€nd sooner, perhaps^ than might have been expected ; but theActoir 
Yfho leaves the stage in the nrst acjt, may. play his short part eqiiallj^ 
well with him who stays upon the stage until the curtain falls.— r 
I have done my best to justify the good opinion of those who selected 
me for the choice of the people, but as I was selected from the 
people, and have laboured for the pj^ople alone, X shall not.be sur- 
prised at finding that whatever approbation I may receive will come 
from the people only. I did not center blindly into this career. I 
knew what 1 was to expect ; I knew that by declaring my sentmients 
freely, I was entering my name upon the. list, . not only of public, 
but of social proscription; but T repent not, and like Deaq Swift's 
girl who ran away with the.footnimir would, dto it vvere it to be done 
again. Again, Gentlemen, I bid you farewell; I retire into the 
ranks whence you called me forth; whether I, shall be. again in the 
van depends upon yourselves, but depend upon it 1 shall never be. 
found behind in the great cause of public liberty. 

' The whole of this speech was. received wiUi repeated shouts, of 
applause, with many cries of /' Hobhou$efor ever*! ^ and " 'Sever 
mindy weUl have you yet" * , - ; - 

;. Sir Francis DUitDfiTT vpas now called forward amidst every 
demonstration of public regard, not to be exceeded by. that showa 
at any period. of his Ipqg career. Even during his late,.triuniphsint 
progress through Westminster, the unanimity was not more decisively^ 
displayed. — He began — . i . . i . ^ 

.Gentlemen, — It seems our opponents are not so proud of their 
triumph as to stay for any length of time before you on this. last day 
of the contest^ ilfr. Lamb only remained a Jew minutes on the 
hustings.) It is with great satisfaction, I place myself before yoi» 
on the present occasion. I feel proud pf addressing so large and 
enlightened a body of the Electors of Westminster-rr(^ laugh from 
SQfne of Mr. Lamb's friends on the hustings.) . Gentlemen^ I do. 
not wonder that persons who can think' success justifies the .'means 
by which that success was obtained, should be surprised at the; 
feeling of satisfaction I retain, n9twithstanding the disappoihtment 
pf our hopes. I have been accustomed to struggle agamst all , the 
efforts of power, not indeed with a confidence of success, nor yet 
without producing some effect in the course of my exertions— (iattd 
applause.) I augur from the approbation of this immense multitude, 
who participate in my feeling, that my efforts have not been made 
in vain. I have always found the people pf Wesimiyttter the advo- 
cates of the true principles of liberty— rof those true principles of 
English liberty which declare that all power emanates from the 
people at large. I am therefore not disheartened , by; the resuK of 
the present contest — ^least of all by. the uioks, delusion and artifice: 
of the base Coalition party th9t has been arrayed against us.. Nor 
am I dismayed by the efforts of all those hired ruffians, whom tb^ 
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|»eople of Westminster have, driven before thei&i^whisn^ver they dared 
to. shew their face here, I am .not disheartened; for I see the 
genuine sentiments of liberty are every day spreading more and more 
throughput the country ; tlie beneficial effects of which I trust we 
shall live. to see realized.. 

Mr. Hobboqse has said, that he wished you farewell.-^it may 
possibly, not be a very/ong farewell; even. the .present state of the 
poll justifies us in concluding that the general feelingsand sentiments 
of the Electors of Westminster are with tis, and there is little doubt 
that on the next occasion^ you will again turn to Mr. Hobhouse, as- 
the Champion of your Rights and Liberties. There is hai'dly .1^ 
prospect that the independent Electors of Westminster will have 
^ain to encounter sucn a combination of parties, hostile to thor^ 
liberties^ as that which has now opposed them; because, besidea^ 
the old tricks of the Whigs, the violence of their adherents^ the, 
almost universal union of almost all the strong parties which. Cor- 
rupUon could marshal . against us ; and besides all the . base means 
that were taken to give effect to. these operations, we have also to 
regret the falling off of some persons who were usually among our: 
most staunch supporters in Westminster — (Cn>« of " WisHARTr) 
I do not mean ^r. Wishart, Gentlemeii, for he was. always a fVhig^ 
{"Then Vis Srt/JRCiy.")— Yesi we may indeed accuse Mr. Sturc^ 
of a dereliction of his public principles-— &e has certainly not dpnC; 
his duty by us on the present occasion. You. all know that there 
are others who have also deserted us: but, Gentlemen, it would be, 
invidious to name them. There never was before such a combina- 
tion of untoward circumstances to retard the progress of our cause. 
Our TFhig opponents have little cause of triumph in the issue .of 
this contest. I think that though they may give Mr. Lamb a seat,, 
they will unseat themselves in the estimation of the public. . Ours is. 
the triumph of the heart, we enjoy our triumph in die hearts of; the 
|)eople of England— a triumph^ the enjoyment of which, in success- 
or in defeat, we can always secure, because it consists in the triuuagh 
of Our own consciences, when we know and feel we have discharn^d 
onr proper duties. This is a triumph, Gentlemen, of which no 
honest man can be divested — this is a feeling which, we shall never 
resign, for the paltry result of an Election gained, by iniquitous 
means. I should have been ashamed of success, if it were, to be 
procured by such means as have been resorted to by our opponents 
on the present occasion. I should scorn a triumph obtained by such 
unworthy means ! '; . . . 

I shall now, Gentlemen, take my leave of you, and with incre|Sr 
iiag esteem for your character and principles. . I trust that our closer 
cbnnexion will rivet 'still stronger the bonds that unite us. I am 
now, as I ever have Ijeen, ready and willing to assist in every maqn^er 
in wdicb I possibly tan, in the proOiotion of that great object which 
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we liave all in view-^^e re-^stablbhipent and maintenance of th^ 
Conttitutioiial RiOHTs and Liberties of the People ov 
England! 

When Sir Francis Burdett had concluded^ amidst thunders of 
applause^ Mr. HobhoMse again stepped fonivard^ and, °^^^IH? ^ 
fiirewell obeisance to the people, retired with his friends. When 
he had arrived at Fbher's rooms, he was again requested to say a 
few words to an immense concourse who followed him, huzzaing, 
into the yard. He again tool leave of the people; and, afterwards, 
individually of many of the Committee, who had been most active 
in promoting his election. When he mounted his horse, he was 
accompanied by a large body of the people, shouting and clapping 
hands, to a considerable distance from Covent Garden. The mul- 
titude at the hustings soon dispersed, and the hustings were taken 
down without any attempt at plunder. 

And here the transactions of the day would have closed had it not' 
been for the above-mentioned attempts of the bludgeon-men and 
Whig gentlemen ; in consequence of the resistance still joffered by 
the former of these paid partisans, who fought in small bodies, but 
Were of course worsted and overpowered by iiumbers. A consider- 
able disturbance prevailed in many part3 of Westminster, and no 
Whig symbol was suffered to appear. Every attempt to show buff 
and blue was instantly put down. And after the affray of the hprse- 
men, it would have been dangerpus to attepipt a ^hairing. The 
flidrmishing continued before Mr. Lamb^s committee-room m Hen- 
rietta-street during the speeches, and several individuals were much 
hurt. Mr. Lamb himself was obliged at first to entrust his person 
to constables, and to retire to a house in ^enrietta-street ; bMt when 
the speeches were over, the multitude increased, and the people, 
shouting ^^'Hobhouse for ever!'* paraded the streets during the even- 
ing now without any opponents. The crowd, however, dius col- 
lected, consisted chiefly of boys,, for the men had contented them- 
selves with repelling the bludgeonrmen and bludgeon-hh'ers. And 
even these boys, as one, and that even a Whig paper observed,* 
offered no violence to a sii^le passenger, or committed the least 
excess, except against Ae windows of those whom they thought had 
taken an active part for the Whigs.*f^ This, however, appeared 
sufficiently alarming to the Whigs to justify their having recourse to 
the last expedient of fear; and to complete the history of their war 
against the people, they called out the military. Mr. M. A.Taylor 
arrived in great alarm at the home-office, and .requested that both 
the regiments might be instantly turned out. Both the regiments 
were not turned out, a troop or two arrived about six o'clock^ 

* The Bd^ I^rd* 
t The windows broken were those of Lord JSeftop juid Lord Castleresgbi of Mr. 
Wiahart, and of three or four of Mr. Lamb^s cdiiunittee-rooms. 
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ftnA tti6 raceesrful candidat^i in the midst of k pMte df constMei, 
tlitA Escorted by dragoons, aiccompanled by a crowd of children, 
hissiog, and hooting, and bleating, was removed from the neigh* 
bourhood'Of Covent Garden to his house at Whit^all. 
' 'Soch was the terminatibli of thk «hemorable striiggte. Tfafe 
Whigs succeeded in returnitig Mr. Lamb: but they Completely 
failed* in their gr^at object of making Reforih unpopular, and 
pilHing down the character of Sir Francis 'tiut-dett. So far from 
aliairiilig to this to them desirable ends, they became more odious 
to Ibe people thaii this party has ever been since their fall froni 
power in the beginning of his present majesty's reign. In their dis- 
appoiotnietit of (heir chief aim, they seem totaHy to have forgotten 
their minor success, and although they wek-e in almost exclusive 
possession^ of the I^ifidon monling press, tio self-congralulatioris 
bailed the triumph of Mr. Lamb. On the contrary, the Whigs in 
the Chronicle appeared merely conscious to adtninister to their -irri- 
tated VBirity^ and' to account fol* their downfal in public opmion^ 
8tM( ventured fo contitiue the base (Practices of the Election. Tfad 
paper that recorded the final majorify of Mr. Lamb, dbligedi alas! 
to hint at the pelting 6{ the miigs, positively charged that pelting 
upon the speeches made by the Reformers : — ^The Morning Chro- 
nicle of Thursday, 4th March, says, ^' The result of the contest 
for a member to serve in parfiameht for the city of. Westminster 
is at length ascertained, and rational sentiinteiit has prevailed. 
Universal Suffrage and its Chapoipion were sorely disappointed ; but 
what feeling can justify the violemce that has been offered by them 
to the friends of Mr. Lamb. Lord Sefton, Mr. Lambton, Mr. 
Whitbread, General Fergtisoni ; and m^ny other names that with any 
other party would have conmaanded respect^ were assailed by ruf- 
fians in the most brutal mukner-—4mtigated at least by the speeches 
of Radical Reformen. All parses Join to express one common 
sentiment of horror and disgust at their conduct. '* 

But in the succeeding four-and-twenty hours, the ridicule and 
disgrace with which the Whigs i^lt that they were overwhelmed, 
« 

* It may be seen frdm the korrar and disguMilll expressed by Mr. Canning in 
his speech on theStf^.^e.of the Nation, how completely <' all parties joined in this 
common sentiment f *— << ribbons and rubbkhy wUk laurdf on thar heads and 6rtcM«i<« 
ai their hekU^'* tfe. 

The same paper contained live farewell witticisms, which we iippartially insert. 
The reiterated attack on Mr. Hobhonse's faUier, as weU as that on tailors, is 
highly characteristic of the gentlemen Whigs. 

MUTUAL DISSATISFACTION. 

Zonnds I cdes Sir Fraiol^ k prefty job. 
My seat is bit by .faelpltog Hos. 
Plague on't, qnoth Hob, in furious fret, 
rve dish'd myself to serve Buroett. 

BEN 
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* • 

teems to have borne so hard upon their self-love, that they broke. 
OQt into a much more violent attack on their late adversaries^ and 
more pomtedly against Mr. Hobhouse. That the reader may see 
what the spirit of party when duly sirred will dictate to those who 
make it th^ peculiar boast, that they are gentlemen and men of ho- 
nbur, he is favored with this curious specimen o( personality. ^ 
Tlius speaks the faithful Chronicle of the next day:-— / 

** The public could not fail to remark, that the speech of Mr. 
Hobhouse from the hustings was literally the same in all the papera- 
of yesterday. It was circular , .and therefore the words of it cannot 
be disputed by that gentleman. We have, then, in this document 
the proof, that at the veiy moment when the rabble in hb interagt^ 
inflamed by the harangues of Sir. Francis Burdett and himself, were 
breaking into the Committee-house of Mr. Laooib, apd were perper 
trating murderous attacks qn every gentleman who supported, him, 
Mr. Hobhouse did not hesitate to ascribe to the Wblgs all the atro- 
cities of the day. What shall we think of a person who, .in the foce 
of the riot that he had provoked, casts it upon his opponent i And 
what, in like, nfianner, can be thought of the Honorable Baronet 
himself, who in that scene of fever apd fury gave his followeiis a. hint 



BEN AND JACK. 

Tonin « ptae^^ bypurchated leat, 

Was Brn tbe patnot'rcaw ; 
Jack changed the plan, and Jack it beat— 

He'll gain DO seat by PlaM« 



INTELLIGIBLE OltATORY. 

HoBBOUBK, they say— a stndiods yoath — 
Worn Greece has learnt to speak ; 

When of Reform he spake, 'tis troth, 
To OS it all was Greek. 



EPIQItAM. 

<< England;' qaoth Tailor ^lacb, ^ shall quickly see, 
That I have power to make Young Hob M« P. 
ms strange, indeed, if I, so devilish clever. 
Can't make my mob roar ont, Hobbousb/ot ever !* 
'TIb stranger stiU that Ship shonld not reflect. 
The mob may bawl, bat others may deet 
Yet let not Hobhousb feel too much displeasnre, 
Poor SxiP has only taken a wnng meaaure. 

March 3. An Elbctor. 



Yoa ha at LAMB-^but let it pass- 
Yon find that-AMom^ beats the 



See Boos of Nvmbbrs. 
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of the conduct of a most. respectable tradesman^ whose eyes had beed^- 
o'pened to the levelling and destractiye doctrines of the Romp, and 
^hohad consequently left his side ? A more pointed denunciation 
of an indiridual was never made, and it was fortunate for Mr. Sturch 
that, bis house^ was not in the direct line of the rioters. 

'^ The misichief committed in different parts of the town was con-' 
siderable. ' The house of Lord Castlereagh is, for the time, ren- 
deiHftd uninhabitable; the extensive front of Mr. Wishart's premises 
was completely demolished; and the same destruction took place at 
the committee-rooms in Henrietta-street, in Park-place, and the 
British tavern,- and at the Newcastle coffee-house ; but what was 
still more horrible, the gentlemen who appeared on horseback to 
shew respect to the successful candidate, escaped witb difficulty from 
being murdered; and yet, with all this staring Mr. Hobhouse in the' 
face, he presumed to charge the employment of ruffians on the 
Whigs!" 

The Whjgs were perfectly aware that they had, the daily morning 
press at their command : to strike a blow against the Reformers 
when the election was over, was,. in effect, to strike those who bad 
dieir hands tied. On the app^rarice of this article, the ReformeiV 
committee drew up a counter statement, declaring and offering to - 
prove that the violence had proceeded solely from the organized force 
of the Whigs. Hoping that this statement would find admission into 
a paper pretending to impartialiQr, they sent it to the Times. The 
paper was returned, with diis coniment on the back, — ^*We do riot 
admit it, knowing from our penonal knowledge, the statement to 
befabeJ' 

The Morning Chropicle also peremptorily refused to insert it ; it 
appeared, however, in some of the daily and in most of the weekly 
papers, as follows : — 

*< Sir, 

^' In consequence of the misrepresentadons which have been 
made respecting the tumults which took place at the close of the 
Westminster Election, the Committee who conducted the Election 
in favour of Mr. Hobhouse request you to state*- 

'^ 1. That the Committee are in possession of the most distinct 
evidence, that on Saturday and Sunday nights, several gangs of 
prize-fighters, watermen, and others, were hired by persons who 
acted on behalf of Mr. Lamb, and were directed to obstruct the 
approach of the friends of Mr. Hobhouse to the poll, ' and to make 
the most discordant noises they possibly could, at the tiine when 
Mr. Hobhouse or his friends were speaking. 

*^ 2. That the persons thus hired, were paid by men well known 
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Stbe Comm^tteef wbc^ went tq Mr. LamVs committcfe-roooi in 
enrietta-street, l^id received money for that pHrposei from Mr. 
Macddnaldy the chairman of Mr. liimb's committee^ and Capitaia 
it'rescott. 

" 3. That the persons thus hired, paraded ttie E^eeX» ha tb^ 
neighbourhood of Covent Gardep to the great tefror of the inhabi- 
tants and passei^ersy calling out ^ Lamb jar eopr ! ' and k sockiii 
down and grossly ill-creating 9II persons whom they supposed favourr 
able to Mr. Hobbouse. 

*^ 4. That the terror occasioned by these band^ of ruffians issuing 
from various public-houses, and particularly from the 3rown Bearj 
in Bow-streetj w^s such, that many tradesmen shut up their shops. 

'' 5. That 'several of these bands of ruffians were arranged in or- 
der, and marched down to the hustings through the several streets of 
t^e neighboqrhoofl, and took tb^r respective st^ti^i^s with all the re- 
gularity of military bodies, filing off before their leaders at the wqrf| 
of cofnn^and. . ; . 

' '^ 6. T||at Mr. Hobbouse pfrsonpliy . gave nptice of tb^se tnu^ 
actions to the- High Bailiff. 

* *^ 7* That similar Qptice was given to the JMagisp^tes 9JL Bpw- 
street, and^^veral respectable £)ectorS| friends of Mr. Hobbouse, 
offered themselves tp t^. ^wornjin us special copstables to prea^r^e 
the peace, but th^t^ tbi^ magistrates decliped al^ interference tbejr€h 
wit;h^. 

'^ 8. Tb^^ the persoop of these ruffians having b^pnie known to 
th^ cfpwd asseinljled befor^e the bustipgs^ tbiey becfupei ^s ira«. iuir 
tural, extremely indignant at the continued ill-treatment they r^ 
ceived from them. 

^' 9. That the irritation tbu^ excited was very great^ at the time 
when the gentleinen who intended tcf grace Mr. Lamb's chairing^* 
approached the hustings, flourishing the heavy sticks with «^'faicl| 
they were armed, over the heads of the populace ; that signs of this 
irritation were elicited, but were not apcompanied wit(i violence, 
until the gentien|en n^ade 9 hold ai^d desperate charge with their 
horses upon th^ crowd, striking at them in every direction. 

** 10. That this appears to be the true cme of all the tumult 
which ensued. 

^' 11. Tbat the Committee on the part of Mr. Hobbouse, i^ever 
did directly or indirectly employ any person whatever, to make any 
noise befpre ibis buftUngs, or , to offer any obstruction or ^nnoyaiiisf 
to Mr* I^^mb or his friepdS| or to any person wfafiteyeri and the^f . 
confidently, ch^lenge ptoof to the contrary. 

*^ The Committee would not have troubled you with this 4f^t 
btft. f9f ih^ sitlfffH^ which 9pnt^uue t9 be aaade to persuadf die 
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pu&Ucy that . it W9I the Committee who conducted the electioii of 
jMtr. Hobbojise who hired the ruffians, 

'< By order of the Committee, 

" G. W. l^£^YiC£, Secretary. 
*' To the mUor qfthe> Mwnmg Chrmdch. 

" Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
March 5, 1819/* 

A similar denial ^as then made by Mr. Hobhouse, in the form 
of a letter to the Chronicle ;^ and this fake statement was found to 
be so true that not even the Whigs dared to controvert it/ 
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TO TUB EDITOR OF THE MORNIK6 CHRONICLE. 



f' Sify-— As loBjp as I bad the meamr of conlntdicting on the Covent 
Oiffdeii H«i8tirigsy the attadi6 agdhst me adinitted into the Morning 
Chronicle, I sought no other refutationfy nor should I now dnnk il 
necesiary to deny that which a)l th^ Inhabitants of Westminster 
know to be false, were il tk>l that yonr paper oirculal^s beyond die 
metropolis, and those at a disfeqbe from the l^e icene of action 
may believe an imp^tatibn to which no reply has been made; I 
incrst be allowedy then, loaYi^wer a paragrafrfi m the Chronide of 
this day, iii Which I find my self charged, £st, with '' kffiBmmg the 
rabble in my ifiteteit t^ tie perpetraiion of mUrderow attachs oi| 
every g;mtl^man who sapporied Mr. Lamb; and, secondly, wiih 
pretuming to charge the emphyfaent ofruffkmsGn the Whigs J^ 
, ^< If in any of &e speeches delivered by me on the Hustings^ or 
elsewhere, there can be found a skigle expreteion tending to ir^me 
any body to ** the perpetration of murderom attacks,^* let my word 
henceforward pass for nolhing, and l^t the Cbromcle be Regarded as 
the fountafB of truth. On Monday last, I was informed at the 
Committee Room, in Kidg Street, that Mr. Lamb^s friends had 
faired a band of prize^fighttirs and ruffians of other descriptions ; and 
two men who had been dreadfully ciit and bruised aboilt tbe bodf 
and head by Aese ruffians, wfere eatami^ied by the Gentletiiett of thc^ 
Committee, and by myself. On receivii^ the ilecessary information, 
I applied in person to the High Buliff for protection for those pro- 
ceeding to poU for me, and a similar application was made by som^ 
of the Committee t6 thel Sitting Magistrate, at Bow Street. Imme- 
diately previous to my proceeding %io the hustings, Mr. Manby and 
another gentleman informed me, that they had been obliged to fly 
for their lives from a party armed* v^ith axes and other weapons,, 
calliiig out ^* t^afkb for ever!** and driving every body before 
them. With these gentlemen I went upon the hustings, and com- 
plained of the violence resorted to by my opponent. But I must 
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refer to ttie speech made by tne on that day^ to shewihat'so far 
from provoking any retaliation^ I earnestly exhorted jthe vast con- 
course assembled before the hustings to keep the peace. My 
words, as I find them reported in the British Press, are as follows : 
«^-*' He solemnly recommended them to refrain frQm any breaches 
of the peace, and to leave such acts to their oppotients. Above all 
things, he begged of them to be tranquil, and assured them, they 
should see justice done t^fMm the offenders who now assailed them, 
Tbesecono imputation against me is, that. I, knowing the violence 
committed on Wednesday last, to have originated witn the rabjkie 
(the modem Whig term for the people), presumed to ascribe to the^ 
Wh^ all the atrocities of the day, and to charge the employment 
of ruffians on the Whists. , . 

*^ To this I reply, that to die friends of Mr. Lamb, call them 
Wh^ or not, as he pleases^ I do again presume, to ancribe the origin 
of all the atrocities, of .'the; day. . It is notorious, that until the ap-' 
pearance.'of die bludgeonrmen in Covent Garden, no violation of 
the peace had. taken place. I do. presume again to charge the em<- 
pkgrment of those^ bludgeon-men upon the friends of Mn-Lamht. 
The-Committee for conducting my Election are in possession of i|. 
list- of a great number of those ruffians, prize-fighters, and others,, 
under their respective captains, hired to groan and hiss whilst Sir. 
Francis Burdett and myself Were speakings and to hustle the voters, 
proceeding to poll for me. The Committee know the instructioiis 
given to. them, from ;the mouths of the very individuids to whom^ 
they were ^ven. A body of these ruffians came to the Committee, 
with. the insidious pretext of offering their services as a counter- 
force, and were instantly xlismissed. The whole of these details 
may be presented to the public on some future occasion. It may 
be sufficient for me at present, solemnly to defy the supporters of 
Mr. Lamb to disprove that ruffians were hired by them. It may 
be sufficient for me at present solemnly to defy the supporters of 
Mr. Lamb to prove that a similar iniquity can be justly charged 
upon my supporters. Again I repeat, that whatever violence was 
committed on Wednesday last, can, in its first origin, be charged to 
those only wha foolishly thought, that, by the menace of an armed 
mob, and the array of a score of buff and blue horsemen, they could 
o?erawe the great body of the public, and give to the Representative 
of die aristocratical . influence in Westminster, the appearance of 
being the true finrorite and free choice of the people. 

" I am, Sir, ; 

^< Your obedient humble iServant, 
^' John Cam Hothouse. 

<* J?r*doy, ilfarc/i 5, 1819, 
4S, Ciar^ Street." 
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Tlfb lettdr settled- tbe questv^nl The Chrbnicle made ao other, 
reply than by the following shuffling paragraph ;r— 

'^ ilnless: Mr. Hobbouae fancies, that be can. biriiig the/ public t0 
bdieve that the Whigs hired ruffians to break their own heads^ihe 
but watstes his time and paper in denunciations that onlygratify the 
taste of his own partizans/' ., , l. . . i . 

Whether any of the ruffians hired by die Whi^,. broke ai&y of 4he. 
Whims' hea'dsy has nbt. appeared; such a thing is not. quite impos- 
sible : for several of these poor crestures repented of their praeticePy. 
and, perhaps, forestalled a litdi revenge for the. bad treatment wlu/cb. 
they afterwards met with^ in not being paid for their .attteiidaoce; It 
may be observed, that to reduce the above supposition to an absur- 
clity, by asking if the Whigs would ever, do a silly thing, is a plea- 
santry quite worthy of the Chronicle. The Whigs did once ** build 
up Ox stone wall to knock their owfi heads against.** So, at least, 
said one of their party ; and with such a- precedent, who knows but 
they paid for their own pelting. Before, however, Mr. Lamb ^ 
co^ld see Mr, Hobhouse's letter, or the; j>aper written by thf Com- 
mUt^e,; that gentleman thought fit to write one of the mc^t singular 
exsimplef of grun^bling congratulation, that ever dropped frpm^tfae. , 
pen of a succesd'ul candidate. He even then xontiaued to. charge 
tpe^ Reloro^ersi with having hired i;uffians. > . • . 

'* TO THE WORTHY AlTD INDEPENbENf ELECTOft& OP WEST- 

■'••"•••' MINSTEft. 

'' Gentlemen,=;-the cayse of Independence and of Rational Prin- 
ciples has triumphed, and I have now the difficult task to perform 
of expre^ing my gn^titude to those who have obtained this victory. 
I can only plainly say, that to all who have so strenuously exerted 
themselves in my favour, to air who have honored me witlu their 
voles, and to that large body who were ready to come fojward, 
but .whose suffirages were unnecessary to swell our ample itiajority, 
I return my sincere, and heartfelt thanks. 

'' The celebration hitherto' lisual on such occaabns was marred by 
the inflamed hostility of the tumultuous adherents of my opponent. 
Let me Uiank them also, for having contradicted, by this conduct, 
the repeated, statements of my Opporient and of his Nominator, and 
proved how false .and futile were the assertions that would An uppo 
my supporters those. attempts, upon, which, it now appears,, ^ej 
themselves had. placed their last hup^ and reliance. Ha3 it been 
this ebullition, insignificant to us, and profitless to them,, which has 
emboldened the Committee of my Opponent to < declare, that we 
have obtained no triumph i if a triumph is to be conferred by those 
iK^ho can so easily be stimulated by artful harangues, to insult the 
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mx^tao^t kmdk and ubt>MJt)^ed paiseager; dud to iigure» ti(y fl^ 
extent of their dariag, all my soppolfera^ whose brbpdrty or ptsradfls: 
miy haTe co^e deftnoeleaa wkhin their power^ I gladly, resigii such 
8 ti'ittitipli to thoae Who Taluc kf eontem with tfa^ suffiragea of ihe 
peateable Eleolon, aixl proud of the. coBfidence which b«i cent* 
fmed on- me the arduous but inspiring task* of asserting th^ isle- 
raM In ti» BiitUh ParhteBent 

^* Upoft this occasmii I am well aware that I am mnth Mebtdl 
for the support 1 hive receivedi io ike disapprdbatidn of my Oppor 
neni'Ss fMinci^es and cotiduct : when I Ak\l iiglM solitift ik^ I ho)p» 
it raa^ be gi*6a froirt ap^it>bation of my own. 

^ I bav<K the honor fo remain, 
'^ Oentl^mefi 
<' Your veiy obliged aiid Auihfdl SeMAt 

" Vthitthalt, March 3, 1819.** 

Mr. Hobhotise h&viiig; iitisiidj giveb Ae )i€friodb denial fd iHt 
ehafge of hiring niffiatis, thdttght ft beat to l^ve Mr. hkith to hi* 
own reflectipns ; ind, h&a^ prdb&bljr tiiiwiUing td acdus^ ssdy fdH- 
tfeman df sbbmtttitig to the itiftniy of j^o^agMibg k faBehobd, nb^ 
notorious, treated the attegatiota^ 6/ tb^ genAiithkA mtOf ba tlM6 
petulant retorts of a froward boy, disapp<Mnted of his plaything* 
Iiide«d# Mr* I^mb seemed more angry at being baulked of a rUte 
in his Chair, dian pleased with haymg gained fiis £lection« 

Mh HolAotise i^ubUshed thft fbHoWifa^ ^dredi :-^ 

** iO THB INDEPEMbENlr BL^<!lt6fi^ 6if W)iSlTBtINdttbtt. 

> . • • . « • •• 

^ G^ntlemen,A^-4a general) rderitinnation between rival GSandi^. 
dMtts oloaes with die boUi; but Mr. LaiM>> in his AdAresS df Thaid» 
to fo% has thought m to state^ that he owes his maiority^ ilot to 
your approbation of him, but 16 yoiar disapprobation of me^ i ilitiy# 
therefore, be allowed to refaiarki that Mr^ iMaih might, in grAitdde 
for the serrice done him by his kte pr6fessioni, baV^ a(ttdbutad 
wAmi share of his ticto^ to them t M his friendslnp fat* ^ ttie prin-< 
dples of Sir Siimud Rmnilly ;' to hil irietidship for * die glorioni 
priddiplife itf the RfeTohitioR;' t6 his fri^dsbip for < sborte# Par^ 
Iteu^tots and more eztedsive Sufirage;' and to Vk fimxidship for 
* the poof manl I' It adems^ hokevcir, thtit iKscordidg lo ap^prafed 
Whig practioe, thee^ profcissionii have no sdoneh sen^the ttirri than 
lliey ar)g laid tarefaNy by in thd catidldatc^a waudrclie, to kee^'ckan 
ibr (I faWfe Eleetiori. lUy wcrfe/ lib doUbt> intended ai'tisefal 
t-Moites to aid hil Uwkwiirll Miides tofHarAi 4iia liuMleMdr 
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p^pakjnif^ dthoagb lie now alfeels to sCand sokefy on die intnuti 
fin^ments of my shattered reputation. 

'^ The artful harangues which he charges me with having made, 
in order to stimulate you * to insult the unprotected female and the 
unprepared passenger/ might, had there been any foundation for 
the diaifie, have been something to the purpose ; but where is his 
gratitude, when he devotes not a single line to commemon^te the 
exploits of his canvassing Lords and Ladies— of bis buff and blue 
cavairy-»4ind of his much-injured bludgeon-men ; and allows the 
horror oi mv principles' and condiict to run awaiy with all the honor 
•Ad glory of having made Mr* Lamb Member for Westdmster ! 
The soMiersi who were ^nbtlese called out to swell the triumfAi of 
* Lamb and Liberty/ may also complain of having escaped his 
gtaliefol recollection. 

'' The plaintive tofie <rf my late oppooeiit'a addreas may^ peAmjm, 
nake yoti silspecjt thait iny p r eJctiop hm been accompfahed, and 
that he is in A much woree humour, upon his success, than I anr, 
vnder my defeat 

** Perhapiy the Whig*) too, b^Hi to find that they haEVe guned 
■Dtfahig by thifr Eltcfio»-^perhiqps they begin to fied that ^hey hat^ 
aot pulieil donrn the fame of Sir Francis ^rdett — perhaps they be^ 
Iewi tb find that they have thrown no iliscredft iqpon the Refohneraf^ 
and thaa the only Iom of chamber has been' suatained by themseivies. 
It is possiUe they «ie ablsady hmghed at by those who joined thett 
against the People, in order to make theo^ rijhcufoes and contempt 
tib\» in4fae eyes of the People — it isposnUe the better oart of them 
abeadjr medhlaite m recantation, end a return to their duties. iPor 
the {Meseai, however, the party must be left huddled eltogether^ 
with their new frieeds of the TVeasnrf, end those other strange bed:- 
feitowe with ivhom iheir < nisery 'has bro^l them acquainted. 

i ^* k now Miiaiiis for me to repeat my tinmks for the confidence 
with which 1 h)ive been honored by so Jaife a body of the free and 
ttnbiassed Electors. 1 may aurely be permitted to boast, that bemg 
one of the People, relyii^ on the exertions of the People, and fights 
ti^ the osuae of the People, without eny means of control or ii^u^ 
enoe^save that sarisiiig f lewi zeal, independence, and principle: ojp- 
pesed equally by the Ins and the Outs, by the tools of party and the 
leols ef coiraptioD, end the mniunereble band of the hungry retaineri 
of both, I have, notwithstanding, had the satisfaction of seeing nearly 
foMr 4iousaiid of my fellow-countrymeo^ in spite of menaoea and 
elkiseitients of all sorts, irecord their conviction that I should prove 
^n honest advocate of their rights and liberties. 
. *^j This. i& idistinction enough for nie. It .is pure ; and it must be 
permaneat, uoiess, by Aiture misconduct, I forfeit the good opuHon 

X 2 
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of iDy;diwter)estod sopporteni: in. dii^t caaej Ib^ diigmoe wULiiot be 
thein^ but mine. 

' /' I remain. Gentlemen, 

^< Witb.mucb r^pect, • 

. <' Your feilbful md obliged Senfant, 

/< John Cam Hobhouae. 

** Friday, Mwreh 5, 1819, » 
.43, Clarges Strett!*^ , 

'. ■ • . . > ' 

• After perusing, the two advertisemenli, the reader b requested to 
compare the style of the succ^etsful genUeman jepreiientative ot »the 
gentlemeii- of the metropolis with that of the definted iij^kmmuAwy 
repiiesentatiTe of . the . rabble. When, the contrast is aauted by the 
knowledge that the gentleman was hazarding an accusation which he ' 
.should have known not only to be false, .but applicable solely to his 
o\9fi partiaaiMt, it may create some little surprize to be told, that the 
chijef cbajsganutde by the. Whigs against .the people is.thek. want of 
good manners apd good Auth. The Reformers would have tio4>b- 
Jecfion to stand the oomparisooi by refening to the wholei conduct 
-of Mr. Lpmb, aud to.tfae whole conduct of .Mr. Hobbouse during 
4his . election. The Whig gentleman might have, perhaps, .some 
excuse for breaking; out ,on Uie hustings, where he .was hissed and 
jaf^hed at to bis face ; ba^ his address is a delibenrte. perfomuulce. 
jif he kpew that his own iiiends.had hired the ruffians, his falsehood 
.was a delilberaie fal^^od ; if he. did; not know .that, the Reformers 
liad;liirQd ruffians .(and how could be know .what never ^todc places 
-fuid what Sir. Francis Burdelt and Mr. Hobbouse had repeatedly 
<)ared their opponents to prove ?) Us crimination was a jieltberatefy 
-UHJiist. and • malicious assault upon.inpdcjsnt meu; if he was .aware, 
as his QW;n eyes might have made him aware, that tbe affirays were 
Jbegun by his own armed, partisans, . his attributing : those affrays to 
tbc^ artful harangues <^ his opponent, . was a deliberate perversion of 
fact,, and a deliberate wanton attempt^ to ruin the character of Mn 
JSobhpu^ * If he knew that, he owed his election to the extraor* 
dinary. efforts of his gentlemen canvassers of both parties,- and to the 
iBmployment of aristocratical and government influence^ which iact 
was apparent to all England, his attributing his success to .the wicked 
principjiiss and: bad. conduct of Mr. Hobbouse, was also a deliberate 

• . ' ' » 

* *» Tbe reader will see, wben lie comes to peruse the trials^' Wisbart v. Bardett 
and Place, and Sefton.v. the Same, appended to this Tolnme, that tbe hiriagof 
rnmans was distinctly proved npon Mr. Lamb's Committee ; and that the. partica- 
lan of their conduct were'only kept ont of sight by the defendants being prevented 
lading them befo^ the court, by the assertions m the very members of that 0Na- 
futlee, that /< there was no rega^r Committee "-^NOtRsgulaa CoaHUtraal It 
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KSHiQlt Upon an indWidual, whose piinciples and conduct inq^ 
Buffer^ indeed, by a vague charge, but would bear the most mhiuCe 
examination; and who had never, during the whole contest, let 
drop a single personal reflection against Mr. Lamb. Had such a 
deliberately personal accusation, fiiU of reputed and bare-fiEiced 
falsities, beien made by one^of the people against a* Whig gentleman, 
would any terms of reproach, been sufficiently severe to chastise so 
insolent and igood for nothing a scoundrel? ' Mr. Hobhouse, how- 
ever, will, it is believed, be judged to have taken the proper notice 
of this attack. * To have -been wounded by a paltry po^^gun, after 
having stood the whole tirtilleiy of the party, would, indeed, have -been 
a liaoientable.Glose to iiis long and arduous exertiolM ifti bdhalf of 
the ^ndispendence of Westminster. 

The usual means of assault being nearly exhausted— 'the great guns 
of the Hustings having been silenced^ the Whigs thought &ey might 
as well conclude their battle with a little sharp-shooting from the 
small arms in reserve. Mr. Lamb seemed resolved to have the last 
word of Mr. Hobbouse, by the singular attack which he introduced 
into his letter of thanks; and, lest Sir Francis Burdett should also 
depart too peaceably, forth came the worthy Mr. Sturch, to con- 
clude as he had begun, with* iUbog foiil of his ancient associates. 
It will be recollected thlt Mn SturCh had put in his vote against 
ih^ Rominaition of Mr. Hobhoiise ; thinking, Uket Fabiiis,, that every 
thing was to be gained by 'delay. Now it b dot out of any wish 
to be over severe with a person to whom the cause of Reform in 
Westminster has been under no small obligation, that notice will be 
heUe taken of the last effort of this respectable citizen. ' It is only 
from a wish to show, that by eome fatality, or from the nature of 
the party to which they were attached, all the antagonists of the 
Reformers on this occasion, from the' first to the hst^ from the 
highest to the lowest, seem to have forgotten, that not only honor, 
but even prudent policy, requires a decent adherence to truth in all 
statements of contemporary facts. 

First, then, we will give Mr. Si*URCli's letter, begging the reader to 
arrest his attention upon those .^passages marked wHh an italic letter, 
' on which it will be endeavoured to .make' a' suitable, and, it is hoped, 
a satisfactory remark. . ' 

'' TO THB EDITOR OF THB MORNiKO CHRONICLE. ' 

. ' March 4ih, 1819. ,' 

** Sir„ — Nothing could, eic^ed my surprise on reading in your 
Paper of this' morning,, a. passage in Sir Francis Burdett's speech, 
aa repeated in your account of the proceediogs at the final close of 
the poll in Covent Garden ; and you must forgive me, if I confess. 
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I 

irirt I idoUiCed itB^ «ec a hcy » vH it fvm confirined by 4«ra: other 
Morhn^ Papem, mkicb I inmiediately coiiMrited. Ik H^ain IButt 
I9 wbo ooDscieatiDiniy, mai for no other ffCMon di^n bficame.I 
thought it fight so to cb, hwre Bvpporlei >lihe vorthy BarooBt wiidh 
iU my fMidy «id with all my strenglii, dknang nearly twdhnB-fesr^ 
ftmm the mooient wfaen he wee first thou|^ ^ as our Bepeeieata*- 
Ike, down to the present day, o»d liho to ithb henry iiiive >iicver 
epotaeo of Uai but ih tenas of >reii>ectaiMl affiebtioiiy Imee suddeniy 
Mien aader his diqileasHro, aad vm, jo tixh most publipinaimev^ 
fboomieed by- him as b orimnaL Sir FranoiB Biirdelt^aid, 'that 
Iw cottU iiot h«lp 9efi;rettiog< tfiat inaBy. of their 'Mends lnd£dleii 
nff, Mr. IVishart had alwrays been a Whig^ and, of ebune, had 
acted consistently, both in this and the isener fiJeetion^ ibfit hefek 
«kcp regret in ei^ngy that Mr. Sturdi ksd been guiUy. of derelic- 
tion of fuiDbiple.^ (a) "He worthy iBanuiet, indeed, dees not take 
tiie trotdrie to >poiQt out the overt ,iots ifrom which this 'dereliction k 
to be inferred ; :and I jiow|NiUid^ challenge Inin, in the €mm of the 

— '' ' • 

a 

. <a) We begin ^rikh renaiidng, Ait notwithsteoding Mr. SrcBcii'e 
idiligence in eonsnlling two other. Morning BaipepBy he still ^eeems m- 
"crolved tc^ follow his Uind fuide, the Ou^nidtoi who iffft oiif AaH 
•Mr. Wsshartand ilr^ Stwdbits names were suooessitely piocleimed 
rfrom the crowd, and were 4ynty then ieoinaiented«ipon4by Sir FranciB 
JSindett, in comeqiieiioe of whatihad boeotniiieady said ^amongst 'the 
fAople. The reason ^hy ithe Chronicle viftiose to disfigure 4iis loot, 
SMid why*Mr« SruKoa cahose Co ipnefer ibe facrt tfans diisfignrsid to 
^Ifafe real trnriiy is too dear for any conunent. It makes aU itiB <ltf- 
ference in the world; whether Sir jFrancis himsetf designated 
.Messrs, WifsnauT and Stvrch by^onme^^r whenber he Temaiied 
ttpon lihoee individosis nfter they -bsMl been already w wise d by others. 
The Chronicler, so diligent in pntling «k>w|i wliat>he>c«IHied ''tfae 
qinstant re&tatione'^ f^ven to Mr. Hdhhouse^s sesertbns from voices 
.aboot the hustings; of Mcoome Mt «ut 4iosfe voices ^thai «riled out the 
jHnnee «f Stokcw and Wi.s«iii&T« • liis purpose, and, we are 
afraid, Mr. Sturch's purpose, was falsely to representjt^ir Feaocis 
Burdett as a denouncer of individuals ; whereas Sir Francis actually 
excused ^ne of ^e two me«| obnoxiens to tfiepeople^ asti>eiqg in 
constant attendance upon Mr. Lamb^ and certainly wohld have said 
nothing of Mr. Sturch, had he not been aheady named What he 
did ssiy ^Aras only oonfirmttory of the remark before made amongst the 
peoplih-*<-a reerork founded upon notorious>fact, thaf Mr.>ST0«€H 
had not been fonnd 4i euppoi^lar of hn old ftimif^ tjfpM Am 
present trying occasion.* 
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MtM, t» «li«r tliat I twe, by my aodon «# my Me, «(MlndMted 
.07 *me pmciflk, «noi«l or p»MoA, *« IImw «wr maSeMi.^^ 
*<"ri» worthy Baronet wry ldii«y itates, v^mtfOo&'forMg, 
Wi»l»rt, that he wM fltofly* • WWg. Bat kA-I r ij^tlws he » 
«uune, that this lias not ahb *eei> alm!f <*«« eaae wi«i me f .1 « 
iap^ Mm opfWrtunily 9f ii«ft>"»&ig him, th»itW«iwfly» »«.W 

> -'i II ''^ 

HI ■ I 'l ' . ■ 

' ' ' . ' . • . . . i . 

ib) Mr. Sturch iias A«n ^ftw»y$ * a Wtiig«'--©ood. Mdris 
4iiea» any tbteg, <^or as to Wfeig prinoipki, *ll*'|r "f *S 
kodv, if iie takea <he convenient profesuioro of the party at cwwm 
4im«))it means that Mr. St««c« ha. %een alm^ •^'TzTJlZ 
Whig party, and has acted with that pttrty W ^onti^dutineliq^ 
irthers, «*eAer Toi4e8 or Refomiers of the awre p«p«4ai. M 
from which even the Whig Reformers have certamly chosen to ke^ 
themselves apart, as may he seen hy their iett«r *» *« Ch«rm|m^ 
the " Society for Constitutional Information," of which Mr. Stbbch 
mts a iaember. If Mr. Stpboh «*>h«s to sae «b» ff*f^9^ 
fixed fcetwen 4bm Reformer, and the Whigs, he«ayaoc*«te 

Lord Ewkine^s pawpMet, called a *' R*'**''**/*^ *!.%?Jf S 
Beftoea of the Whigs." He will Aere aee, that the Sooe^ gr 
Coastitutidnal Infomiatien was deciied •rtgmtfByr «»*^, "^ f!! 
aouneedi hy the Whigs', andlhat itisiibsokitdy i*RPM»bte.»rone 

«rid the s««e man to hav* been^lwaysa Whig«nd«Uwf» »«»»»« 
flf *e Aow« B«ferm«(ig 86«ety-' , . xg «««»,.« 

««• let us look for the potitieal hiography of Wr.^s^nau. 
We we not «iite cerWin that Mr. S»ca€« wm not one «f *e on- 
final f oondeirs of the Sdcieey for eonsdtntiofta^ ^"^VS^ issned 
but w« ane anite certain, that 4n 17««, ihe «m1 ^^^f^.^^ 

that in Ae t<A»le of contentsof the vdhutie *^ ««'"»tfjt *i "^ 
a Ibt of the members of theSodety at page mi, and «nf "f^ •»- 
■phabetieal order at page *iii, we wtoe «o Ae name <rf Wii.uak 

TE'S^ktty eeaaed for soBte years <• mwt; ^-t.f**^^ 
. Wf active 4n W. Looking into Howell's ^^^^^'^f^;;^ 
artele, •«' Trial of Hardyf we observe, *at they h«W «»ong. on 
July 1^S. 20, «7', od September «8r October *,1«, «fr; on jho- 
viCa; 4 16 ; <>n'DEcember 7. Here» «. «U the.* «cc.-o«», 
^come«o<Ae4Mtmeof Mr. Stb«€«. I^ 

«h^ Ririits^-prioeifMlly thow «f ReprMeototton. V9J91W »W ««». *«»«*» 
priatedbj Wm. RudwidMHi, No. 403, Strand. 178S. 
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Not; indeed^ tbht/I have ever been thebUnd iNPiereiitolia^^piM^, 
so as to advocate ita.'9Qei|9i»rea wiiether rigbt.'or wrpng ; but that ever 
since I have been capable of dbtinguiriiing betw^n truth aod false- 
hoody which I believe viasi some : time before our worthy: R^brfi- 
senthtive was born^ / huaoe gloried in thf»e Whig principles which 
rescued our, country from the tyranny of the Stuarts; wUcb 
placed the present Rojal Family on the throne of these kingdoms ; 
which 4ire laid down with such admirable perspicuity and force, by 
Locke, in his immortal Treatise on Government, and of which i 
havej mol« than dnce,. beards a cjearv-and eloquent statemisnt, and 
unanswerable vindication, from the iQoqth of ^at illustrious. patriot^ 
Charles James.Fox. * A Whig/ said that great man, in my .hearing, 
' if I know any ^thiog of Whig prmoiples, is ode, who, for the great 
purpose of securing.. tlie ri^M of the people, is (mxious that they 
should possess their full weight in die government of the coijptry by 



I I ■ ■ ■ * <■-» .1 1 * I I !■ I 



It is. of little monient.to observe .i^H the horror with vibich the 

< Whigs how 'talk of the liondon Corresppndipg Society; it ia .^ 

niore moment to. shew Ml*. Starch's sentinKents on that head. It 

-appears, then, that on die 13th of July, 1792, .Messrs. tlAEoj, 

MA&GARo^vRiCHiTEB, and th^«e otb^rlinembei? of the IxiiidSt^it 

Corresponding Society, were unaniniously ejected members, of the 

' ConstUutional Sodety^pxeifent, Mr. Sturoi}. It appears, that 

on the 5th of October, 179^, the Constitutional Society orderM ^ 

letter. of ihelliOBdon Corresponding Sociiety.to \fe printed-^-preifif^, 

Mn Sturch. Moreover^ it appears friomthe miputes of-lbe 

S^ety, that on the 12th of October, it was ^Mlesolve<], that 

Mn Sturoh ;do^ di:aw.iiip;|in; answer .to the. letter of Mr. Joel 

Barlow, expressing how .much pride this Spciety. feel at haying 

.elected him «n hoaorlury member/' Oo. the j 19th Mr. STiyneH 

•produced this letter, .which, was adopted. ..: 

). The minutes .of the Society for Ilecember 7, .i;op)am an account 

of the reception of the deputies, Joel Barlow' and John FrQSt> by 

the .'National Convention «of .France. The deputies tell the. Con-. 

. vention, ** It would not.be strange, if in a period far short pf what 

r'^ we would venture to piedict, addresses of felicitation should croas 

• ^^ the seas to a National Contention: ^n jEnolanp/'. At 

/drawing up this. miuute, present, Mr. Sturch. 

It seems, then, that Mr.. Sturcii, besides^ being alwasrs^.Wfaiigf 
was. always a member of the Society for Constitutional Information^ 
which isMbsurd^ Mr; Stturch reads £upUd~^tbe deductipn- is a 
matter of form from premisaa before laid down— <4t is no ; insult — 
none is here intended.. 
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a f^ and free represeniation ; and wboj fdr 4te MH'e great purfiise, 
nvisfies to limit atid define the prerogatiTe<rf'tlie^Oow|i/- ^Tbese 
principles of Mr. Fox alwajp have been^ and, I trust, always will 
be mine ; and upon these principleSy if 1 mistake not, we elected 
the worthy Baronet in the year 1807- (c) Th^ new Creed of 
Mr. Place — Umvehdl Suffrage, Annual Parliaments,' dnd me 
Ballot y as an indispensable .qualification for a Seat for Wtst- 
minster, was not then known, ana therefore I cannot have aban" 
donedit.(d) • 



(c) That is to say. Sir Francis Burdett was elected in l&t)/' ^' ^ 
Wbigy as' one of those Whigs which Mr. Stuhch had always been ; 
or, perhaps, l&s a Foxite Whig. . This is a most outrageous falsifi- 
cation of what happened only a few years ago. Sir Francis lost his 
seat in Middlesex in 1806, for denouncing the Whig party ; he was 
personally assaulted for calling Mr. Fox ibe best of patriots, wbich 
the Chronicle, during this very Election of 1819, calls insulting 
Mr. Fox when he was scarcely cold in his'^rave : and Mr. STtXRCH 
canhot possibly forget that it was for exposing tbe tricks and' selfish- 
nessfof **BOTfl the battalions of the well trained. regiment,** of htAi 
Whigs and Tories, that Sir Francis was triumphantly elected b^ 
himself, and his associates the Westminster Reformers. But Mh 
SturcR now says that he ** has thought it right to support the wohhy 
Baronet with all his mind and With all his strength during nearly twelve 
years.'' Did he do this'always as a Whig ? Strange, indeed, when 
the gentlemen in Parliament, who would call themselves also' always 
Whigs, we presume^ were opposing and caldmniating Sir Francis at 
all convenient opportunities; 

The name of Mr. Sturch will be found in almost eveiy trans- 
action during the above twelve years, as a decided Reformer— a 
Westminster Reformer; and he says a '' supporter with all his' mind 
and all his strength, of Sir Francis Burdett ;'' which is just thi^ sort 
of being that the Whigs, as a party, during those twelve years, have, 
for the 'most part, held in utter abomination. . ^ . . 

(d) Whether Universal Suffrage, &c. is the new creed of Mr. 
Place, has nothing to dp .with tbe .malter., Mr. Placets name is 
wantonly introduced, is invidiously introdqced — the question is, 
whether it is the old creed, of. Mr. Sturch. Let us inquire. 
What says Mr: SttJRCH's " Society for Constitutional 
Information;" that Society whose fraternization the Whigs re- 
jected in their famous letter to Major Cartwright ? ■ - .i 

In tfae^r jfirst declaration,, page 9, they say-^^' the^ btflk> of the 
nat^n destined to labour, not. to study, '&c. should. i^njoy, ,undimi^ 
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h evtMf mm nM^Aiep liif «ree<l sf Am w«% Baroott; Jrar 
h appear la kivf bMD ao when be hioiight forward his pbn 
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fMed, the cons^t c^eros^ unahrid^^ yf its le^ialative <» bi.^^- 

X|V1? EIGHTS.'* • " 

In page 7 of the above mentioned Tracts with the name, Wi;i*- 
LiAM Sturch, amoi^st those Who dbtributed thiem gratis, is a 
*' Declaration of Rights^'' in which it is maintained that '^Annual 
Parliaments aisoUNivERSAL Suffrage are rights." Ip 
page 16 the same declaration is repeated, but digested into four 
mticles ; and Note 2 sajis^ /< aiiy man pho has no VQte is a stav^**^ 

The declaration is fotUowed by an address to the people, also dif- 
^buted gratis to the people by, amongst others, William Sturcq. 
The Address says, <^ That BngUshmeQ <ouid ever tmve been so in- 
fatuated as to suffer either Aihnual Paiiliaments orithe Uni* 
FSltfAL Right of Suffrage to k^ wriestedfrom them, excite 
our astonishment.'' Then follows an ej^itome of ^ '^ Pepple'js 
Starrier," i^ain repeating the same sentiments ; and in this paper. 



pc^e 3, are the words — ** Ejections AftE to be by BAL;(.bT.] 
^en follows the Report of the Westmioster Sub-Cominitt^e> de- 
pjaring for '^ Universal Suffrage, Annual Parliamefiis, and the 
Ballot^ with a plan for taking this Suffrages of the People. 

If^aoy further proof be wanting that dus new creed of Hr. 
Place's was the old creed of Mr. Starch aiuj of many of the 
IVesJtnunster Reformers, it nuiy be found in the tmnaactions ojf 
those Reformers. They have op aecrets \ and t# ^hew bow unsafe 
U was for Mr. Sturch to talk of this i|ew creed— of this creed not 
known in 1807 — though Mr. Sturch had dUtributed it gratis in 
]783-Trthey now remind Mr. Sturch, that Vp ^^l^p he was a 
^supporter of Major Cartwrkht, the apostle of this ftei!? old creed ; 
they remind him, that in .1818 he made pne at a me^ tii^ of whifdi 
the {(^Qwiog is a minute. 

'Meeting held at Mr^ Brooks's, June 1, 1818, on .the ej^p^cteil 

JDissoJution of Parliament. — Presen^ 

Mr. SrvnoH in the €Mr, 

^imA nineteen other electors. 

Resplvec(»— That a publip m^tii^ be held on Thnrsdayt tbe 4flb 
Instaoti jtp c^msider of two fit and proper persons io jvpresent West- 
minster. 

nasqliiiatf imsninonsly»«r^That Sir Prancia Bordett be proposed. 
^Mr. Peter Walker t>roposed Major Oartwrqtht-^Mr^ Place pro- 
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4rf R«fi»rm jn Am'Sotmfii CoaOAoak lo Jtn'e, ttfl^ Jf he km 
lately, with whatever view, adopted that creed, tie" ckamge ^ 
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posed Mr. Douglas Kinnaird— onthe grouod that they would sup- 
port annual <parjias]ant3^ universal sunrage, and tlie dectipn bj 
JbaUot. 

Some doubts were entertained whether Mr. 'Kinnaird would sup- 
port (he three propositions. Thie choice, then, was deferred till 
Co-morrow.^— Adjourued at 6 jp. m. 

•Tutte 2, 1818,. ff p. in. 

Mr.J5TUftCii 111 iAr^C^Aoir. 

H^ceived a ^letter from Ae Honorable D. Kinnaird, in vvhidli tto 
,<leciared hiibself friendly to the three propositions. 

Ilesblved UNANIMOUSLY^ 

' That' the Honorable D. Kinnaird be proposed to (he meeting 
•ou'ThursdayiiexL as a fit and proper person ^tp repre^eut ihe Cit^ 
and Liberiy of Westminster in .Parii^nieht 

That Mr. Mill, Mr. StURCW, Mr. Place, and MoAdaepsirf 
requested to draw ujp BesolutioQs /or the Oeueral M^til)g tp be 
held on Thursday, 

^iounied lo ib^ Crotwu md Anchor Tav^m At /^ 0»fi«» Tbnif- 



Meeting a(t the Croi,vo aud. Anchor, -at ^ above beoi^ ' 

iAh June^ 18Dft. 

Mn 6. Bftoosa .n»i^ CMr# 

Present, atBongst t>thers, Mr. Stu»*ch.— Reported, that the 
Gentlemen appointed to prepare the business fcr the meetii^,'1md 
prepared the said Cosiness. 

It was ihefi propoied, that MnfirtTKCH should be called to the 
chair of the public neeting> *and 'that, ufider Mis preddenee, the 
Hon. D. Kinmnrd should be proposed as a supporter of Annual 
Partiaments, Vnitersal Suffrage, and tllection hy ^BaUot-^-^-^^jod 
Mr. 6t»r<5« accordingly went into die fneeting «bd to0k the 
chair. Math the husiness sheet drawn up for that purpose tiudto Ihtit 

ME^ecl in his hand. 

'Ml". Hunt's partisans broke up the meeting, andMr.STURCH 
withdrew widi great difficiiltj under Mr. Hobhous^s arm into a 
private room, where the former meeting of electors was resumed, 
•and Mr. Kinnaird -not having yet IDeen proposed, somfe disctission 
RgUB to6k i^hkce as to Mqor Ontwtigfat; It ifas then that Mr. 
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ofibnonyor if he pletms, the dereSetim <f pHne^le, is his, and 
motndneiiey . 



Stiirch, wbb bad made one of the meeting unanimous for briilging 
forward Mr. Eihnaird, seemed not so dteided about his choice ; 
but did he object to the new-old creedi Oh no— he said, ''that 
for his part/ he had all along been unable to understand why Major 
Cartwright should not bfe the man.** Need Mr. Sturch be toW, 
that Major Cartwright is the very Richmond of the day— the un- 
compromising assertor of the new^old creed — ^the ancient associate 
of Mr. Sturch's Univ&sal Stjffrdge and Annual Parliamentarian 
Society for Constitutionikl IttformatioD ? Mr. Sturch may have 
pureed his* memory of /'aU that '^pc^lons stuff;" but, we have not 
drunk of the waters of oblivion with him. 

(f) We refer to the last article for what Mr. Sturm's old creeti 
was. If his word goes for any thing in his ownfav^r^ after that 
exposure, we are much mistaken. If it ' goes for aiij^ itiing against 
Sir Francis Bufdett, y^e are' more niistakeh stitt. . Fof curiositys 
sake, however, we have looked into Sir Francis Burdett's first speech 
on Reform: it was in 1797* The perusal 6f that speech^ madis 
M^hen Sir Fraticid wad almost a boy, and just c6|pe into parliament, 
furnishes a proof scarcely to be expected of a v^y singular consis- 
-teney ofopinion in the outset of his career with hii^late and preisent 
conduct Those who read it, will see that Sir Francis began hb 
independent line distinct from Whig and Tory at the very b^inning; 
they will see that Sir Francis Burdett made no declaration against 
Universal Suffrage, Sec., but said it^ was a subject for further inquiry. 

Sir Francis Burdett, after-having enatne^t€»l many of the abuses 
of the Government at bpme,. asked, t* Whatwasthe cause of Ae 
revolution in France? — the progress :of reason and philpsoptg^? 
Alas! reason and philosophy can boast of no si^ch influence over 
the conduct of mankind, TJ^at revolutioQ was caused by the extra- 
vagance, profligacy, .and insolence of its administration.-' * , 

dir Fi^ncis contia^ed-^'^ The same causes are operating with us ; 
and Ugblyas I esteem die talents of a Right Hon. Oentlemao (Mr. 
, Fpx),even.he ccMild do nothing substantial for the bene$t of t^p people, 
were he minister to-morrow, without an entire change ofsffStern in anr 
politics; nor even then, unless there is a full and free rq^resentatson 
of the people.' I hope, therefore,^ the people will not be content 
with any change of men or Il^eas^res, without a full, fair, md Aee 
representation. ^ Perhaps I may be told, thaf monarchy itself cannot 
be supported without corruption. < ^f that be» sq, then I for one am 
a repu^l^Q. lib^y^can never jfl^ish ^J^ere there i« corniption 
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' 'f PerbapSy boweT^r^ aa the wortl^ Baronet intr^xliices his crv 
minal charge with regretting tb^t their friend^ have fallen off,, may 
DiMn to found it on iTiy not concurring with Mr. ^lace an the 
4ibmrd attempt to force Mr. Hobhome m the Electors as their 
Representative, (f) But what dereliction of priociplis does this 
imply ? Did I ever signify any approbation pf dus foolish attempt ? 
Did I not> from the first, declare plainly, that I could not reicom^ 
mend an untried and unknown young man, to a situation, that ought 
to he filled by great and acknowledged talent^ and established cha- 
racter ? Did I not strongly ui^e^ not only the impropriety of the 
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ID the Crovemnaent. liberty is, in' my mind, the most valuable 
jewel in human life. > It is what I value more than life. Without 
1^ life, is of no value ; and with it, '■ poverty is preferable to wealth 
without. I prefer hard liberty to seryile pomp. I wUl therefore, 
wl^k I live, .use every means in my power to- obtain- for the people 
ti^f Just rights. . I warn them mot to be the dupes rf corruption* 
It k not Imniiters that J wish to oppose: it is corruption that I 
wisUto d^troy. With- respect to umversal suffrage^ that is a point 
whic\ may be discussed iiredfier, I need otAfvM, that the pre- 
sent moliofi shall have my hearty concurrence/'* 
• Sir l^fancn never, we believe, has made a dedaratioQ agaiosti uoi- 
vecsal suffrage, ea^cept as a foolish word : be has always ; been 
ansioiss t^ support evc^jdan of Reform.' His plan in 1809 was 
one of the^e plans— his plan in; 1818 was taiQ^^'^ehBB always 
act^ as I^ord Grey once professed, that any reform, any change 
was better than the present system ; but he has never said " give tne 
this, or ril take nothing.'' ButMr. Stubch and his Constitu- 
Hooal friends did say as much ! as this in their gratis de^larafions. 
Who then is to be believed — Aht man who calb that veryxreed, of 
which he was a> supporter in 17831 a new, creed of Me* Place, 
*^ not known iri* - 1 807, or he who lalways said that this creed was a 
question^ for debate ? . A new creed,.indeed ! Why even the Uno- 
dering Lord Holhind made the creed as old as Grapville Sharp. 

(/) ^^ mean to be civil ; but we must say, that Mr« Stubch 
acts a dishonest part in ascribing the resolution to bring 'forward 
Ml*. Hobbouie for Westn^initer to Mr. Place. . He knows the 
assertion to be utterly untrue; he knows Mr. Plaqe had nothing- to 
do with that nomination — ^had '' no hand'' (a9 Mr. Sturch says of 
bioMelf) '** in calling that meeting ;" but we will not condescend ta 
fight with the shadows of falsehood. 

^ * Debate on Hr. Oi^y't m^tiSQ fn a RefiMrm of PiilEaiitsat,^ fSthMiy, 17^. 
--"n<l0PorWaiNQM[S9y|Iti^0nf|VoVxx;&i»,p«;^68S. j. .. , ,. 
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tfaiiig,; but the hlltMt)IMtAlHy df mnstott ; eilpeeiidljr .nhtr tlh« fitiliire 
(rf « sitttilftr ttttefflpt ifv the p^Mofi of Mr. Kimmird ? Did f tuk, at 
the ntitetiiig art the CrowD aild AMtfao^, hi November, al which Si« 
F. diirtfett presided, earnestly deprecate the precipitate adaption of 
any defiiritive resolution, and adtiae the delay of k f^w wee&a, ki ^ 
hope that .Lottie tiattte ttight be tarougbt forward^ ki the support, of 
^iefa all the real A-ieiids wt^ttM have tny hesitation to unie^ > And 
when the Chairman indignantly replied, that if Mr. Starches adncai 
were to be followed, be had 'travelled a hundred mites to town on » 
fool's ^rrand^ dH I not declare it tt> bemy opinioH, that if' ihi» 
absurd proie^t were permted in, and antf resoectable Gentleman^ 
whether fvhig or Tory, should t^er himielf^ John Hothouse 
would not beel4cUd% (g) And after ati Ikis, am I to br*chargeil 
wMb dereliction of principte,^ baeaase I hai^e not cfaosen to intofaw 
myself ki disgraoe and defeat^ b^ gifing active support to a Candid 
date, whose priikipka no man knows to this bout ; aiid.whicb^ fron 
the obscvriiy whieh per^ftdes the dadaracioQ^t whiehhetells us he 
was tOfturMto muke^ it seems to be hia iataiitien that no auin ever 
should know? I again say> I am aecoied, merely beevuse^ 1 have 
not tuppoirtedf and not beeause I have opposed this Candidate: for 
it shbuh) be knownr and it will probabfy sarptise many to' heary that 
the very ' head and fromr of my ofieta&ig,' is no More than Aw^^ 
tfiirt I have giveu tio vote at all at this EleotkMi; that I have soli- 
cited im vote ; that I have not tnterftred, diitetiy or indirectly, ibr 
dr agtnUst' eidier of iba CaO^hti*, iirom the beginning to the end oC 

contest. Thil is Ihe eaiknt of my political ain. And for thb 

» . • • - . . . • . . 

ig) No, Mfi Sfrunen ! yoliSliid no such thmg^*^your deehnn 
tidn was ^e diftsrettc A^om thia^ and^ntts quite cotatradicied by Ae 
iiiei as it afterwards oeemted* Yon sakl^ in the heanog ^ fifteto 
hiittdfed persdte; that ^ Mr» Hobhouse b^ a^ untried mav, 
wOttM OpeHite on the eleeloins oat of doora; and that^ Got;erfi«» 
menf brought forward any T»fy^ whether Sir Murray Maxwell oi^ 
any bthlet pe/sbn^ itnd Mr. Hobhdose were diie candidate opposed 
m him, G^MTninent wouM triumph/' 

Inhis was the substance ot your dedaratieii. You' said iot a 
word of a Whig ^todidate ; yon alhded solely Co the success of the 
tSburt. But ik spite df your exoes^iv« lorenght^ the Court cjeukK»- 
d^e did not make John H<sbhousa retrsat ; but John HobhoMe 
made the Court candidate retreat* What you said was ao cerUih^ 
did not come to pass : the very contrary came to pass. It is a little 
too hard for you to take credit for an antedated prophecy, whan 
you should rather suffer exposttfe for a notorious misldba* 



5i» 

# 

it b that our Worthy Representative, whose cause in Westminster I 
have advocated with UBremitting zeal for so many years, has thought 
fit to point me out as an object of dislike, as a guilty, mim, to % 
popubce, inflatned almost t6 mddness by the speeches of Mr. Hob^ 
bodfs^ and him^lf ; andf r^y to ei^cijite instant vengeance on ad]| 
man, against whoni they had ^ken offence, {h) The worthy Ba< 
rbnet, however, U: not destitate of feeKng i and I am sure soUie 
nigret will be excited in his mittdi when he i3 tofd, that it was oqly 
through i fortmate mistake 6f the wretched rabble, who attack^ 
another hoUae, supposing it to be mine, that my windows were n^ 
demolished, hi- common with thosie of iJbrd C^ereai^, M\ 
Wishart, the Committee Room, the Morning Chronide OfBee^' 
ahd the Newcastle Coffee flouse t I cannot conclude without de- 
daring, that it is still ttiy belief, that the Honorable Baronet has. 
the go6d of the t^eople at heaf t, and e^pre^ing my sorrow that he 
h in the hdnds of had adtben. ' 

^^ I am, Sfr, your obecfient servant, 

« WittiAM Stttftei^. 

t * 

I , • • • 

A few.dayatlleir ih^ Electioii^ a^GenaMl Meetiag of thb Ft ieodii 
of Rufoiim took place at <he Grown and Aadnr Tateiiw After 
som^ previoiis busiaesi^ they came to the Bnsfrkllion of witfng iIm^ 
following letter to Mr. Hobbouse : 

-! : ■ '^- — •-! — -T-T ■ ' .,. ! ' ' : — ■ i ' ! .' ! I « ' . .V 1 * ' 

I 

(A) Since Mr.^STURCH has ahewii that be does not know what 
be tmd Umscif, it is not to be coEpisQtbdf ttHuit lie should know what' 
was said by others. Tliat Mr* StttRca should have made himself 
the parrot of the grate lalariModa of Ihe.Chrdnicley andchaiged Mr* 
Hobbouse and Sir FrancisBiurdett with inflaming the populace to 
madness^ Mr. Stvrgh will pirhaps by this tim^ have repented. 
We are tmly happy that bis, penance is not made bilteir hy a glazier's 
bill, although we cannot agree with him in supposing that Sir 
Francis Burdett will Ceel proportionately hippy thkt the '^ilfk^etdied 
rabble'' by a ** fortunate mistake,'' broke me wmdows, not of Mr. 
St0RCh, but of another man. How the rabble should have made 
the mistake, is not quite so clear; tb^ house, or rathec housea of 
Mr. Stvrch, are as wdl known as those of any man in' all 
WestmiBster; the house to which Mr. Sturch alludes is on the 
opposite side of the way, and the windows broken were the tap* 
room windows of a smidl jpublicJiouse; there coald be fasfe no 
mislai^e, . . 
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I " Cr<wn dnd Anchor Tdvefn^ 

bih March, 1819. 

** We, the undersigned Electors of Westminsler, and Friends of 
^foroiy in behalf of ourselves and .of the 386 1. honest and inde- 
pendent men, who, notwithstanding the threats apd cajoleries of the 
two factions and their hangers-on, boldly gave their votes for you, 
/because you had declared yourself a friend of Radical Reform ; and 
al|6 in behalf of the great body of Electors uiyustly disfranchised, 
beg leave to express the obligations we consider the people of West- 
minster are under to you, for your able and manly perseverance in 
ppposing the arts of the coalesced factions., 

' *^ Although they sincerely regret that, by foul means, the object of 
your honest and honorable, ambition has been snatched from you, 
they, trust you will feel with thenu that a great work has beeo effect^ 
ed by this contest; namely^ the developement of the hollo wnes$ -of 
the Whigs, and the complete exposure of the falsehood and malig- 
nity .of those who attenipt^d to destroy the well-beamed fame of our 
tried and incorruptible Representative, Sir Francis Burdett, and we 
hbte no doubt, mat Oii the next occasion,' the Efectors of West* 
minster will be enabled to'plaoe yoii in that situation, id which you 
may coK>perate' with' him' in the 'great and paramount cause of Par- 
liamentary Reform. 

'* Impressed with these sentiments, we earnestly desire, for ourselves 
and our brother Electors, the gratification and honor of your com- 
pany to Dinner, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern^ on Tuesday, the 
liSthanatant, at five o'ckick precisely; 

^^ We have the honor to be, 
• ■ ■ / •; •« Sir, ' ; ' '- ' 

*' With the greatest respect,* 

^' Yours,' vcary sincerely, * 
** (Signed) L. Maclaurin, Chairman. 

(With ^ large sheet covered- with signatures.) 
"ToJoknCamHobhomsEaq." 



', 'Mr. HoBHODsi r^med the following Reply: — 

» I * . • ' • 

"43, Cldrga Street . 
• "Sir,. . 

" I hav6 this instant received the Pettier of the large and respect- 
able body of Electors who have done me the honor to invite me to 
dine with them on Tuesday next, and I beg you will inform them 
that I accept that invitation with much pleasure. 
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'' The testimonj to my public conduct included in this letter is, 
together with the consciousness of having done what I thotigh't ttiy 
duty, not only a sufficient reward for my former endeavours, but 
will prove an incitement to whatever exisrtibns my slender capacity 
tnd future opportunities will perno^it me to employ in the great cause 
of public freedom. As to the past struggle, I can discover no just 
reason on my part for disappointment, and I trust there is ftr less 
reason for regret or dismay. The free voice of the Electors first 
induced me to become a candidate for an office, the duties of which 
their favourable opinion had determined I was qualified to perform. 
If they have seen no reason to think their confidence, misplaced, I 
can for myself only declare, , that a similar expresnon of their- wishes 
on that future occasion to wl^ich their letter alludes, will be suffi- 
cient to point out to me the roaid of duty jmd of honor, and to in- 
duce me, .without the least hesitation, to co-operate with the Elec- 
tors, towards the attainment of our mutual aimj, the return of oii^ 
more Radical Reformer to Parliament. 

. '< With unfeigDed 4B8teem, lam. Sir, 

'< Your fiiitbftd aervaat, 

'' JoHM Cam HoBHOUsft. 

^ L. Madaurih, Eiq. Chairman, Sfc!* 



, The Parochial Committees also transmitted to Mr. Hobbouse 
communications, highly approving of his conduct, and expressing 
dieir resolution of looking to that gentleman as the man .of their 
choice on the first opportunity that might occur. ' 

The letter from the St. James's Committee was cpuched i^ th^se* 
terms, and: w.aa delivered to Mr, Qobhouse the day after the close 
of the £leption» ^ ' . < 
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Sir, 



'' Committee Room, Brewer Street,,. 
" March 3, 18I8« evening. 



** The Committee of St. James's, acting for the purpose of pro-, 
moting your return as one of their Representatives in Parliament,' 
cannot separate without offering their beit thanks for your iipri^^t 
and manly conduct, during the contest^ and. assuring you that nothing 
but (what they conceive to be) the illegal means adopted by die High 
BailiflF could have overcome the exertions made in your favor. They* 
b% tQ amire you, that while you continue to be the advocate of are* 
form in parliament, and a friend to the cause of the people, yon mi^ 

T 
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confidently rdf on their exertions to promote your pulriotic trews' on 
Any fiiture occasion that may present kself. 

" I am, Sir, 
/' Your obedient bumble Servant, 

SiiML. Clark, Chairman. 
« To John Cam Hobhouse, Esq.'' 



The dinner at the Crown and Anchor Tavern was announced 
forthwith,''^ and the appearance of the invitation was the signal for 
another personal attack on Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse 
by the Whigs, ^ho seemed angry, that whilst they were the objects 
of ridicule and condolence after their victory, the Reformers should 
presume to shew themselves in good spirits after their defeat., We 
insert the document, which was carefully given out as not proteed- 
ing from tlie editor of the Chronicle, but from an authentic and 
more important member of the party. 

'' The Rump, who administer Westminster inf the name of Sir 
Francis Burdbtt, must by^s time be convinced, that it would 
have been wiser for them, not to have wantonly ** elicited'' a contest 
with the Whigs. To gratify their private spleen and malignity, they 
have sacrificed a seat in Parliament for one of their dependants, 
and have spread general distrust and disunion among the firiends of 
Reform throughout the Kingdom. In the eyes of this miserable 
little junto, it was an unpardonable crime in the Whigs to have 
]riaced Sir Samdel Romilly higher on the potF dian ISr 
FraHiCIS Burbett. We are far from attributing to Sir Francis. 
fimiself such illiberal feelings. Much as we differ* from him in 
principle, and meanly as we think of his pKancy and subserviency 
to his Rump Administration, we fully acquit him of any ungenerous 
i^rets^at the triumph of his great competitor. But the Rump that 
govern Westminster in his name, and the litde Court of Dandies 
that wfiit upon his person, were inflamed with spite at the failure of 
their efforts, and looked forward with eagerness to an opportunity 
of giving vent to their malice. A side occasion seemed to present 
itself. Mr. Hobhouse had been canvassmg Westminster for diree 
months without interruption— -the Court Candidate had withdrawn 

' * '< RSF6RM OF Pahu AM SNT.— Westminster Electioh.— Sir FRANCIS 
BURDETT, Bart. M. P. and JOHN CAM HOBHOUSE, Esq. lumng Mceptcd 
iMalBviUtioD to dine with Uie Electors of Wbstmiiister9 Fribrds of Rr« 
FQRMy on Tuesday next, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, the Diimer will be or 
the Table at ^yre o'clock precisely.— Tickeu (wine inclnded) 15s. 6d. each, to bo 
bad- of the Stewards, and at the Bar of the TaverD.— The dooiaof the Great Room 
wtU boippened at four o'clock." 
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odier eompetitor appeared. Hie day of election was at hand^ 
and the success of Mr. Hobmouse seemed inevitable. This was 
the moment chosen to insult a party that had mortified their pride, 
and refused to adopt the extravagance of their opinion?. It was no 
alleviation of their hatred^ that the Whigs had fought for them in 
the hour of danger, when Sir Francis, their representative, was 
otherwise employed. It has been the constant practice of their sect, 
in adversity to cling to the Whigs, in prosperity to traduce them. 

'' It is true, as Mr. Hobhousb observed from the hustings, 
that it was the Report of his Committee, which provoked the lata 
contest in Westminster ; but it is not true, diat it was the Report of 
his Committee alone. It was the sanction given to that Report by 
Sir Francis Burdett, it was the approbation of it expressed by 
Mr. Hobhousb in his speech, which convinced the Whigs that they 
nrast either vindicate their character by a. public appeal to their fel- 
Ibw^citizeas, or submit to be trampled upon without resistance.*, 
The event has justified their choice ; and if 3,800 voters have given 
Iheir suftages to the protege of Sir Francis Burdett, it was 
no more than was to have been expected from the popularity of Sir 
FiiANCis's name, from his personal exertions during the contest, 
from the discipline of his troops, and their unscrupulous misrepre- 
sentations of their adversaries. 

'^ With Sir Francis Burdbtt, Mr.. Hobhousb, or thb 
rftAMBRs OP HIS Rbfort, the Whi6s can have no further po- 
Utkal connection. It is not merely to the principles^ these men 
they objeetf b«t to the men themselves. Iney can no 
longer act or associate with persons who cultivate their friendship in 
private, aiid traduce them in public. They would be unreasonable 
BMieed, if they objected to the principles of Mr. Hobhousb, for 
no one knows what the principleisi of that gentleman are, or whether 
be has any principles at all. He calls himself a Radical Reformer, 
and under that vague and ambiguous expression, eludes all inquiry 
into his opinions. Is he for Unii^rsal Suffrage ? No; he, is for 
short of that. Is he for Annual Parliaments ? He is too little of 
ft ooKcomb to say how long Parliaments should last. He is for an 
onifonn Right of Suffiage, it is true ; but till he has explained to us 
the extent of his qualification, it is impossible to judge of the inerits 
of his plan. 

'* The Whigs are neither for Universal Suffrage nor (or Uniform 
Suffrage. The fundamental principle of Whiggism, as applied to the 
Constitution of this country, is. Government by Parliament. They 

I * 

• 

* How they vindicated their chanuiter the reader has a4en» «ad «H1 ytt sea. 
In their eyes one moans of vindication was diifraBc h i ii B |h ,ti>c Electors, of Wost^ 
aMaitar as fiuri^ th«y werr able. 

y4 ' 



are m Akvour of Farliameotary Kefbmi) because tfiey coonder ^ 
House of CommonSy as at present constituted, an inadequate check 
on^ the Ministers of the Crown^ and aft imperfect representation of 
the different classes and interests of the commitriity • Whatever Re« 
forms they may propose or support, they will found them neither on 
natural r^hts with Major Cartwrioht, lior with Sir FmAvctB 
B0110STT, on the Tory principle of emancipating the Crowb frboi 
the House of Coinmons. They would render that assembly moitf 
independent of the Mmister, but not abric^e it of one particle of 
its power. They would give the unrepresent^ portions of ibb 
eommunil^ a share in ibe Government^ but have no denre to sob* 
▼ert the G>nsdttttion.^ • 

■ .1 

The true style of the modem gentleman is easily recognizable m 
this elegant document The repeated recourse to Mr. Cobbett^s 
dictionary for a term whereby to abuse' the Westminster Tradesmen 
who have been the most active advocates fdr' Reform — ^'^ the/littK 
Court of Dandies,** — a phrase di th^r own, afnd som^groas 
falsities, give a genuine Whq; stamp to the whole article* The 
^ social proscription,'* Mr. Hobhonse had in his larewdl speeA 
{proclaimed awaited him, but he could htoily imagine it would bil 
publicly pronounced against him — ^the use of this ** last argnment of 
party** would of itself have been sufficient to denote the true authors 
of this edict. The reason given for this proscription is eipially wor^ 
thy of the Whig gentlemen. The writers mSi it to be supposed 
they speak from a knowledge of (acts, touching the' private life of 
Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobhoese. Now, one dmuld be « 
Whig gentleman, in order to reconcile oneself to alludii^ to the 
private life of any man, especially ivhen one^s knowledge muJA hive 
been derived from a former intercourse with that man. The Yfest* 
minster tradesmen never thought it worth while to inquire wbosd 
friendship Mr. Lamb cultivate in private. Bat it seems die gen* 
jdemen mean to say; that Sir FrUncis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse 
wjpre extremely ambitious of the honors and comforts of Wh^ 
friendships, and, indeed, an article, previously quoted, bbaits of their 
having been admitted into the drdes of their' High Mightinesses. 
It is, however, not absolutely impossible that bodi these persons 
may have the extreme hardihood to think that in cementing these 
friendships, (if they did form any 'such), they brought as good as 
diey got. Tie Whig writer would doubtless have it slighdy hintdl 
fliat Sir Francis Bucdett and Mr. Hobhpuse made eager ad«anote 
and solicitations for this high communion. Whether they did so, 
Hiose who are personally acquainted with them, must decide; 
ud also whether there is aoy thing particularly mean or forward 
inr die carriage' and conduct of eidier of tlionir This qneilioii 
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nsfm^ ib 4faeir pmaie Cfe^ mid apae bal « Wliig would hmt 
Iboiight of agitating such a point*. The writer would also pcrhapt 
tf^eat^ that in (his .private intercourse the above peraong eatielad 
into c^taio party engagetaeata ; but the writer can onlj Hint tbia; 
for if he knew this, be would not have stuck at saying so butright 
The world then witl'nbw clearly perceive, that which ought surely 
to be publicly prodaimed, namely, that aasociation with a Whig^ 
gentleman is, if nothing is'sMd to the coatraryi a tacit submisrioh to 
the Whig pwrty— in other worda^ d|at thete prudent persons never 
^e their suppers and dinners, aiid balls, and conversation and coon* 
tenance for nothing, but always as a set*off against the places and 
pensions and ribbons of the court : so that the simplest wky of jadg^^ 
mg of a ttian's politics should be by looking at hia card-raek« 
' The charge of traducing m public those whom Sir Francis Bur* 
dettaiid Mr. Hobhouse and the framers of the Report cultivated in 
f^vate, is such as would never have entered into the head of any 
but a true party jpolitician: for, as Sir Francis Burdett observed in 
his speech at the subsequent dinner, '' the usual offence is to praise in 
public and to traduce in private** — an offence which it should seem is 
perfectly reconcileable to Whig honor. One would, however, think 
that Sir Francis, Mr. Hobhouse, and the framers of the Report, bad 
made use of their private intimacy to expose individuals publidj^ 
This is what the writer would wiidi to hint — and with what justice 
and pretext he dues hint this, may be collected by referring to all the 
apeeches of those two persons.. Neither they nor the Committee 
traduced any individuals ;. and whether their attacks on party were 
traductions or truth, the country^ and not the parly must finally de- 
cide. The Whig writer states a falsity when he says, that Sir Francia 
Burdett gave a.saiiction to tlie Report of the Westminster Commit- 
tee. He could give no i|uch sanction, for be had never been con- 
sulted on the subject, and bad never seen it when he was called to 
the chair, and he never alluded to it in any of bis speeches that day. 
The. Whig is equally false when he says that Mr. Hobhouse gave his 
appro{>^tipn of that Report; in his speech : the Committee had not 
consulted him any more tlian Sir Francis, and he said nothing about 
the Report. 

The Whig buts an equally unfair gloss upon iMr. Hobhoiise's 
declaration. The objection to his undefined principles is exactly thef 
objection made to their idd Mr. Fox ; and hi^ declaration in fkci is 
neither more nor less than the essence of the declaratiott made by 
the Whig Friends of the People in 1795. 

The iivowal that the Whigs are not for universal suffrage nor (br 
ianiform storage, is of importance, as it U a confession of a chiiagd 
df principles from those who, when calling themselves the Frifendtf 
of the People, <^ itdmiited the bioht rf mtffragt to be "^ 
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and penoHal/* and tfter stating how small a fioMiatiob to 4ie ^x^r^. 
die of aufiWige they proposed, distinctly declared for uniform, 
sigffrage and for a new division of the country ^ which would give 
an equal number of constituents to each representative.* But these 
points have> we may safely assert, been completely set at rest in 
the pamphlets called '< J Reply to Lord Ermne^ and '^ A X)e- 
feuce <f the People^* and to them we refer the reader* 

As the Whigs affected to believe that the positive merits and real 
popularity of their party had procured for them their mi^rity over 
the Reformers, independently of the direct or indirect exertion of 
that influence which. Government is. enabled to exercise in West- 
minster, it has been thought advisable to compare the Poll Books 
of 18 IB with those .of 1819, in order to. find out how maqy of those 
who voted for Sir Murray jMaxwell in June voted for Mr. Lamb 
aix months afterwards. The result of the investigation has gone, to 
establish the d^isive fact, that Mr. Lamb owes his majo&itt 

TO THOSE OVER WHOM THE GOVERNMENT CAN EXERCISE A 

BiRECT INFLUENCE. This will be seen from the following nu- 
merical detail, extracted from the Poll Books of the two Elecdons., 



List of those who having voted fob MAXWELL in 

1818, VOTED FOR LAMB IN 1819. 



Doable Votei. 

Saint MaigareC • • • • . 280 

John 2TO 

— George 754 

* Martin 413 

— James 595 

Clement and St. Mary . 289 

Paul 91 

Anne ..... v 121 



Total 27^ 



Plumpen, 
168 
142 
dSO 
135 
US 

79 
11 

51 
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« Two years before the celebrated deckratioii of the friends of the people was 
aude, the Honorable Thomas Erskine (now Lord Erskine) then a great leader iq 
the Honse of Commons, in his speech on Mr. Grey's Motion for Reform: said, 
the members of the House of Commons^ ^ were either chosen by riot and con- 
fusion, and amidst bribery and corruption in the laii^er districts, or by the abaolQte 
anthorityof a few individaals in the smaller; that no private fortune, even if 
Elections were free, could bring op the Electors to the poll at a county contest oi; 
the ahaent freemen in corporationsi or stand the expense of the final issue in that 
lioeie.. ntfHmipU if thi remedy tktr^fjiKne mn^ ]pmpa iUfHf io0m^mM efUtfy 



Now k is probable tbat the Whigs may not be inclined to adihit 
that tlie two thousand' seven hundred and sixty-three^ who gave only 
one vote to Sir Murray Maxwell in 18 1 8, were actually, under 
Government influence, although it is a positive fact that, at the be- 
ginning of the Election in J 818, the canvassers for Maxwell soli-' 
cited for Romilly, so much so indeed that, generally speaking,' Sir 
Samuel cannot be thought to have had many^rs^ votes amongst those 
who polled for him and for MaxweH : But it would not be stretching 
a point to say, that by far the greater number of the above 2763 were 
government voters, and would have voted for any one countenanced- 
by the Court ; certainly they cannot be put down to the Whig fbi'ce 
in Westminster, whicb^ properly Speaking, cannot be raised to a^ 
number greater than the voters for Lamb after the substraction of 
the voters for Maxwell to be found in the late majority; that is to 
say, from the 4465 given to Lamb 2763 must be taken, before an 
estimate is made of the positive Whig force, which would appear in - 
an election* where there should be three candidates for one vacancy 
— a Whig, a Tory, and a Reformer, This calculation reduces the 
said force to seventeen hundred and two voters, which we sincerely^ 
believe to be die utmost number the Whigs could muster if they 
were opposed by the Court and by the Reformers in a contest for a 
single seat. 

But ttiough the Whigs may quibble about the split votes which 
were given for Maxwell, it is impossible that they can dispute about 
the PLUMPERS. Thiey must allow those who gave single vote^ for 
Maxwell against Romilly and against Burdett to he^ dead govern- 
ment voters. Of these government voters, then, one thousand 
AND SEVENTY-ONB supported Mr. Lamb; and, if these govern- 
ment voters had not supported him, his numbers would have been ' 
reduced from 446o' to 3394 ; in other words, he would have been 
in a minority of four hundred and sixty-seven when compared with - 
the three thousand eight hundred and sixty^one who voted for' 
Mr. Hobhbuse. This supposes that not one of the influenced' 
voters would have polled for Mr. Hobhouse even if they had had 
their own way: but there is reason to believe that very many of 
them would have voted for him had they not been forced to dp' 
otherwise. 

though different persons might differ in the details. It could be no other than to tinh ' 
pt^y and equalize the franchise of Election^ to make each body qf Eltctors too large ' 
far indixidnMd corruption^ and a period of duiee too ehort for temptation^ and by the 
•u5division of the pbtces of Election, to bring tlie Electors together «vithout con* 
liisibn, and within every man's reach. Snrely this was practicable." — Parliamentary 
aitforyf Vol. XXX. p. 834. 
* The whole number of plampen for Romilly was only 4SS.— >Burdett, f508. ' 
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^* Oqr iiife«%Btioiiliasied us. to faiow. diat tboiit one hmii^iot 
thope iRfho gave plumpfers for Maxwell, yoted for Hobhoiwe ; and 
we af;poiint for thiis cirGUin3ti(nc^ from the conviction that many of 
the^.ii|fluericed voters are in fbeir hearts Radical Reformers; and 
that as during the first few days of the Election the Government did 
notf commence active operations for Mr* Lamb, there was oppor- 
tunity, for, the above small number to declare for the Reformer* 
Wejnention the fact that the Whigs may, if diey please, set off. 
these 100 vcites against the abpve statement pf their, obligation to, 

t^e Court ... 

Wj^ fanqy, however^ that we shall hear no more of the triumph 
of the Whigs in Westminster; and, indeed, qonsiderii^ how chop- 
fij^llen these poor gentlemen are, not only in the metropolis, but in 
the ^hole country, we should. bafdly have funushed the .public with 
the al^ve dpcunient, had it not been to prevent the assumption of a 
ffillacy at some future period when there may be occasion for an- 
other struggle* l!lie above exposure must convince the Reformers 
that they arf in fact the strongest party in Westminster ; arid that bj 
resolutely never giving a second vote to either Tory or Whig^ they. 
w,iU always qppear ijiie stroi^est party, in Westminster. Had none 
of the^i g^ven.a sepotid :VOte to the candidate put up by the Whig9 
in 1818, there would have been no mistake ahout the matter. . Sir 
Ifr^iK^IJijB 3ttrdett would have been far at the-^es^ of the poll, and 
t^e content. would have been, where it ought to be, betweeifthe two 
factions. But the ^personal character of Sir Samuel Romilly very 
naturally prevailed over those who did not see the treacherous use 
v^bicb would be afterwards made of their .votes by the Whigs, who. 
now actually assert that Romilly's second votes brought in ^^^rdett, 
although it is notoriously true that Burdett's second votes, added 
to those which the Court in the early days of the poll lent' to 
Sir Saniuel Romilly, brought him in. The conduct of the Whigs 
against the Reformers on the late occasion will, we trust, prevent 
the ppssib^ity of such a mistake as that of splitting votes with a 
Whig being again made. The great body of. independent voters 
most see that they never can give a vote to a Whig without giving a 
▼oteagmnst themselves^ and without giving .a vote for thaf: |>arty 
who, as on the late occasion, will join the Court against the Re* 
formers whenever there is the sligntest appearance of profit from 
such a coalition. There is only one^ method of obviating any chance 
of their helping in a third man (as he is called in electipoeering 
slang) out of preference to some more obnoxious candidate-r-namely, 
ajways. to start with two Radical Reformers, let them be who they 
may, but certainly not with more than two, as was the case in 1818. 
Had not Major Cartwright's friends unadvisedly . disturbed the una- 
Bimi^ of the Reformers in 1818, it b probable that all the R^ical 



Kefbcinan 9I10 foti^d fbr Sir Fnmcif Bordett would ha^ voted fi^r 
tbe other Itfulicd Reformer, instead of giving, their second votosi 
some lo the G)urt candidate ipd some to the Whig candidate, lu 
thfit casej two !^ladical Refoimers would hf^ve be^n carried ^r apd^t 
is pur oppion that two Radical Reformers may jat^ ^nJ t^e h^ 
carried ; nor can this opinion want any conjSrmation^ M?b(9q it ia 
known that Mr. Qobhouse woqld have ,been retuffied against both 
Whig and Tor? muted, but for the disfranchisement of Uie poorer 
voters by Uie ui^ust decision of the High Bailiff— an imjiisticd 
which, it is hoped, will, for the future, be successfully resisted. 



Westminster Meeting, Mabch i6, 1810.* 



I ) I ' tr 



' ' • • • . • . . 

: The Electors of Westminster mist «t the Crowu and . Aficbor 
Tavern, to commemorate, their efforts. to return, Mr.. {Ipbhoiise »i 
the hite Election., Sir Francis Bprdett .ajod Mr. Hohhouse. at* 
tended, according to invitation. Upwards of 400 persons sat down 
to a dinner which was plentifully and regularly served. 

The Chidrman, Mr. T.T.Clarke, after the cloth wasremovied, 
said, that diey had done bUn the honour^ the highest honour which a 
citizen could receive from them, to call him to the chair on the pre- 
sent occasion; it became his duty, therefore, to say a few words on the 
object of their meeting. They were convened to return thanks, sincere 
thanks, to Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse, for their exertions 
on behalf of liberty generally, but more especidly during the late con- 
test in Westminster. — {Applause,) To be the organ of such a senti- 
ment would be gratifying to anyone ; it Was particularly so to him, as 
be had in die outset been opposed to the pretensions of Mr. Hob- 
house. Would they allow him to say, as an honest mati, that if 
Westminster had tiiought fit to lay the Representation at die feet of 
Major Cartwrighty as a grateful and' efficient testimony of ^ their 
sentiment^ upon Reform, and his services therein, Mr. Hobhouse^ 
would have been much more honoured than he is at present. 'West- 
minster, however, thought otherwise^ and it became him tp bow^ as 
he did, tmplicitiy to their determination. — (JpplaUse.) If, hoWever, 
the claim of that good and venerable^ personage could be superseded 
With propriety l>y any one, it was by their late candidate. He had 
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observed his conduct daring the late contest, and it' was so mild and 
jodicious, so temperate, effective, discreet, and- altogether praise- 
worthy, that it left him at a loss which he would admire most' — the 
excellence of his understanding, or the integrity of his heart.^ifo-' 
plause.) He was called into the field by unanimous reauisition ; he* 
came forward and drove the enemy from the ground ; he displayed 
the utmost gallantry under the operation of the two batteries which; 
were opened upon him, and never quitted his station until he bad ef*' 
fectnally silenced both.— -<^;]!p/auie.) Such had been his (Mr/ 
Hobhouse's) behaviour, that if such an occasion should again occur, 
he (Mr. Clarke) felt himself bound to exert himself to the utmost of 
bis limited ability in fiivour of Mr. Hobhouse.^— (^jip/atise.) — He 
would not attempt any eulogy of Sir Francis Burdett ; lie was above 
praise ; he (Mr. Clarke) felt it useless to utter a word oo the subject. 
{Applause.) . If, however, the Baronet had, . from his long and 
powerful efforts in favour of the people's rights, stood high in their 
estimation, ^is conduct on the late Election must raise him still 
higher. — (^pp/ati5e.)— Calumny had not spared Sir Francis Burdett 
on thisi last occasion ; it had done its worst in traducing him ; and as 
it always happens, when calumny is fairly met and answered, it had 
recoiled on the heads of the calumniators.— -(^pp/atise.)— And suob 
was its ultimate effect, that in future it would not shake one atom of- 
that confidence which . existed among them towards that excellent 
person. — (J[gp/au5e.)— Thus much for the immediate object of. 
their Meeting : he would venture an oibservation or two on other 
points connected with the subject. He would speak to them as an ' 
honest man, in perfect sincerity and candour ; ne hoped that they 
would excuse him for reminding them of the sentiment of a great . 
writer, who had remarked, that the want of moderation in support- 
ing a. cause, was sometimes as pernicious as the most dangerous . 
hostility. He owned to a participation of this opinion — would they . 
suffer him to express a hope that in future. Reformers, however 
radical and zealous they may be, would bear themselves with more 
moderation to those who may differ from them, either in extent of 
Suffrage, or any other question relating to Reform. . As to the ques* 
tion of Radical Reform, whatever might be said about it, he (Mr, \ 
Clarkf) declared in favour of Annual Parliaments and Universal 
Suffrage. He would not assert that this was the only useful plan of. 
Reform, he. would not pretend that it was the most practicable and 
mfe for. immediate adoption, but he did feel that it was the most 
just plan which had yet been exhibited. — {Applause.) — He objected 
to placing disqualifications on people, merely because they wanted 
property : the right of suffn^e was die most simple and obvious 
right, Mid ought to be inherent in every individual member of a 
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alite caDioff itsdf frae. He believed, diat if men wouldi adopt that 
great moral maxim-— ^' Do uoto others as you would be done unto,^ 
— ^they would become, in heart at least. Radical Reformers*. He 
avowed that when some Athanasius of Reform pronounced such or 
such a plan as the indispensable and only salutary course ; when he 
denounced those who might differ from him as guilty of political 
Iieresy or treason, he (Mr. Clarke) could hardly keep bis counte- 
nance ; he was at a loss, in such a case, which to wonder at most, 
the extravagant humbug (to use a common phrase), or the ludicrous 
folly of the proposer. In the feelings of an honest man, he would 
taike that opportunity of saying something in favour of the Whigs : 
if it had no other effect it would prove to that body, that though the 
Electors of Westminster had lost their cause, they had not lost 
their humour. Might he go so far as to say, that the name of 
Whig ought always to be dear to them?.. When he said so, he 
owned that the parhf called Whigs were enamoured of themselves 
and their title to dotingness. He did not mean to praise the WhigSj 
because they were friends, as it was commonly said, to toleration— a 
ivbrd which ought not to be found in any European dictionary ; but 
because Whigs had been the main real friends of freedom. On cer- 
tain great qilestions the Whigs were at issue with them ; they did not 
think Reform so important, as the. people of W^tminster, who 
deemed it alone important; he believed they would willingly adjourn 
it sine die ; they. seemed to say, ,' Place us on the Treasury Benches, 
and all will go well.' That was not the case with them. He had 
heard of patriot kings ; and their Alfred was, perhaps, a model of 
that kind ; King William, also, . might have been a patriotic Mo- 
narch; they were informed also by certain forms, that every king 
was righteous ; it may be so, and there n\ay be rikhteous Idjngs, but 
these were unusual instances, rara avis. Whigs also might be very 
patriotic, but we are not therefore prepared to surrender our rights 
to them, or to the servants of the crown, however respectable diey 
may be. The people ought to retain some little matter of liberty 
among them; they luid a right to it, and what is niore, they will 
have it. If they could not have it peaceably, yet, let it be known^ 
they were determined to procure a fair and free Representation in 
the House of Commons. — ( J^^i^p&itae.)— He thanked thfBm for their 
attention to him; he had expressed his honest opinions with that 
freedom which he was anxious tp allow to every other person.-— 
(^jipplause*) — He would give them as a toast—- 

f f ' The Source of Legitimate Power— the Peopl^.' 

<< Tune.-^Bn^ons s^rtAe AofR€.' 

i^ *Th^ Frince Regent, and may he remember his own de? 
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<&ni(ioD| tiiat the Grown is neM in trust for the benefit of the 
People! 

'' Tune. — Hope told a flattering Tale. 

^' Song.T-rAe Minttrel Bojf, by Mr. Mears. 

*' The Chairmah observed; that he had spoken with frankness 
in favour of the Whigs; when be applauded tbem^ However, it was 
not because they were Borough-moiq;ers. He would now ^ve 
them.— ^ 

** * May the exposure of the Borough-mongers not be confined 
io P^nryn ; and may the Puri^ns of Parliament be taught to abhor 
guilt inore than detection !' 

. '' Tune»«-£tcA: the Boguei out* . ' . 

^''Tlie Chairman then observed, that he had already dedared 
diat he did not aspire to eulogize their excellent Representative ; he 
would, without comment^ give them-^ ' 

/' / Sir Francis Burdett, and thanks to hiip for the powerful aa* 
sistance given ,to his. brptber iBIectprs in their recent endeavour to 
ffitum to Parliament anodier man of their choice/ 

'^' Tixae.'^WhiUt happy in my native Lan4» 

^ Sir Francis Burdett rose amidst prolonged cheers and 
waving handkerchiefs* i^fter the aj^lauses had subsidedi he ob» 
served, that it wals always matt^ of great satisfaction to him to. meet 
the enlightened £ie<^ors of Westminster ; and never, even on occa- 
sions of triumph, had he met them with more pleasure than «t present. 
Hfa services, such as they were, were ahvays at their command. — 
{jtpplames.) They had always given him a generous credit for his 
intentions, and left his judgment unshackled 'with conditions. Hence 
he had been enabled to i^ct in seeming opposition to their wishes on 
aokne occasions, and from (hat calumny had inferred that, his favour 
^th th^m was less dian it. was formerly.. He )»id not foqnd it so, 
however, in the late c^optest, ' notwithstahding circumstances die 
noiost extraordinary, arising from a confederacy the most, monstrous, 
a coalition the mpst appallii% and dangerous, had. assailed tbeoi. 
This united maKce of all dieir (^nemies ha^ not been -abl^ to prevent 
aiiyof those exertions which he coiuMered as sure 'pledges of suc- 
cess on some future occasion, when suth .unnatural causes as they 
ibsxk had to oppose would not exist.— '(Jfp^/aus^.) Mr. Clarke 
was an honest, independent man, who had acted nobly on many 
public occasions, he confidently e^pecte^ that he (Mr. C.) would 
be looked to at some.fqtiipi^ tin^ j^J.^® enlightened Electors of 
Mjddlesex.--{^/ip/attse.) It was to be hoped that two Reformers 
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would be returned for the coub^ of die aietiopoik; ibm$ irimi 
Surrey, WestmiuBtery London, and Middlesex, should be repre-i 
sented by Reformers, there might be 91 reasonable hope of a speedy 
triuo(ipb. Mr. Clarke, like a fair, candid, honest man, not keep^ 
ingbissentinients inreseifvaitioQr bad said «pmethiag in Aivour of 4mI 
Whigs, and in disapprovid of tb^'condiict of the Befornier$ townnli 
diemv He wM like Qoldsaiiih's Village Clergyman ; with faia the 
wcioAs found a defence, « : • ^ ••< 

,, ^ VFiMre'eahisfiulliogileaatOTirtae'fsidc*^ 

The Whigs, however, had not behaved well latteily ; and^ besides^ 

he thought it high time to get rid of such ridiculous distinction 

as those of Whig and Tory« He hoped that the question wonM 

be entkely changed, and instead of the two former, the titles would 

be adopted of Reformer and no Reformer,^— (i^fg>/atiie.) . To show 

die inconvenience arising to- public fireedopi, froooi diose Stale and' nn^ 

profitable denominations of Wbis and Tory^ he would ftefer their at*^ 

tention to a letter of MiS. S.turdvs, Whieh had lately appeared in the 

Moming Chnmiele^ wherein he asserts, thafc he-had always b^eii ii 

Whig; he (^ir Francis) bad however nlways been a Reformer*' He 

him^f might perhaps be a* Whig; without knowing it; 'indeed I14 

must: be, if diis wefe the case, as Mr. Sturch had nmformly acttd 

with the R:eformers.--*-^La«j;AAer tffid ^pp/aus^.)-^Mr« l^turch had 

charged him with denouncing him on the hustingB;^^!^ hct was 

simply thus :' while complaining of the* defection o( many effitienl 

Reformers, th^ name mf Mr. Wishart had been mentioned^ when 

he foand it neoessary to obseme, ^t though Mr. Wishact '.had 

acted on many occasiona with the Reformers,' he had always^dei^mf 

ed himself to be' a Whig« : Mr. Slurtfa'a name was then prononncied 

in tfae-a^me way, and he took occasion 'to remark, that MriStttrehTa 

was « real and melanchoty dereliction of principle^ he Jnd.aci ideia 

at the time that Mr. Sturch ever professed himself to be a Whig* 

He wished the term vm^ done eway widi ; it kept tip dehmioB^ and 

prevented many honest meii from declaring in fovour of RdfonBs 

Mr* Clarke could not approve of a plan of Refomlwhich WonU^ e»f 

dnde all but persons of property; diat would cerlainly be had 

eiiough, but afar better mediod thsn a Represenlation wher^ the 

majority wiia telected by a .hulvlred and My borough |«ipiietoni 

He eoiidd not conceive anyr sdieme hanng so Utde >qtmpadqr mdi 

die people. Mr. Oarhe^had ai^, that theWh^ were onily annoua 

tQ AtoA die Treasuii! Benehea ; if this.vras.die /tAfra% wbidi M 

ffit for the parlff, it differed nothing from the ntoiost of liia ows Ui 

Uienliiy; tbere was ool||r a tiiffing variance of espies^kMV as di^ 



tvoold he between ace^inng a man of takif^ your goods without 



ojftrbkgTecompencey and directly eaaing him a thig^^Loud dp* 
flaivM.) — He agreed with Mr. Clarke that the Whigs wish eamesUj 
to'sit on the Tk^asary Benches; but it is ioSposribte to yield them 
honest support as a party, though some may be well inclined among 
them ; when merged in the mass they were lost and useless to the 
interests of the people. — (Applause.y^A paragraph had appeared 
in the Chronicle, which, during the Election, had been styled the 
lying Chronicle, from which it appeared that he was denounced and 
exiled from all Whig society — ^from all Whiggeries — ^from the whole 
state of Whigdom. — {Laughter and ap^^ame.y^This, to be sure, 
was very hard/ but nothing worse than he had already suffered ; he 
was therefore prepared for something; more disastrous even than that. 
'^Jpplause and Laughter,) — ^The devil had been called the father 
of lies ; but in perusing the daily reports of transactions at the bust* 
logs during the contest, he really felt some apprehension that the 
devil would forfeit his long established title.— ^Lotid laughter and 
applause.) — He had been represented by this Whig oracle as an ob» 
ject of antipathy personally to the Whigs. He had always imagined 
that his principles were the only reasonable objects of political ani* 
mosity. i^inst himself. He had been charged by the Whigs with 
practising dissimulation, because he had reprobated them in public^ 
while in private he treated them with good breeding and social 
politeness ; if, on the contrary, he had praised them publicly, and 
scandalized them in private, he imagined that they would have a 
much more powerful and disgraceful cause of. complaint against 
lum. It was a singular charge to bring i^inst a man's public virtue, 
to say, that in- hb private manners he demeaned himself as a Gentle* 
WMa^^jipplause.) — After that he should be tempted to alter the 
tide of *' lying Chronicle'' to that of ** the foolish.'' He perfectly 
cobcmTed with thei^ chairman in his' feelings towards those Athana- 
sian Reibrmers, out of whose pale damnation was prescribed with- 
out qualification or mercy. He would go on as he had done, what* 
ever obhquw might attend him ; and after the experience of nearff 
a quarter of a century, he would not think it a great risk to trust 
to the enlightened judgment of his constituentSi-^^fip&rtMe.) — We 
bear at all times of the levity and worthlessness of public estima- 
tibn ; bet except in an auembly that affects to despise that which it 
camot lieadily come- at, the esteem of the public would always be an 
enmUe mark of respect In spite of die discourse used on this oc- 
casion, wherein common place histoiy and poetical maums are so 
pledtifuHy quoted, he diooght that large public bodies were less liable 
t6 mistake, in their judgnment of public character, than individuals. 
'^Afplam€.y^}li%imag can contenm publie opinioo but arrogance 



mnd disappoiatineiit. Be i%, however, wbatJt wUli and as base «f 
they describe it, nothing can be done without it ; nothing could $eroe 
instead of it ; to despise it, is a proof of great folly. At the saofe 
time he knew that thare was another basb for a man's conscientious 
ambition ; but without public esteem no man's mind, however pure^ 
no man's efforts, however strenuous, could succeed in a countiy 
where corruption holds such dominaMon, The late contest, as 
had bjeen said by their chairman, had brought forward their late 
candidate's character in a way which would entitle him to their 
future support.— *(Loii^ ^nd continued Applame^ — ^The late con* 
\fist had done inore to inform and unite the friends of free govern- 
s^ent and Reform than any thing else which could have taken place. 
— {Applau^.y^It had been said that the contest might have been 
avoided, and that the report, a mere statement of truths, had pre^ 
vented their success ; he did not think so. It was remarkable that 
the Whigs, who so freely aspersed others, were so sore, when their 
own sins were pu( before their own eyes. — {^Jpplause,)—He be* 
iieved the contest cf^menced much earlier between Reformers and 
qon-Reformers ; he fancied, it began first of all at the Newcastle 
Whiggery. Lord Grey there began to misrepresent and malign the 
Reformers, respecting their pcofessions, which, according; to t^eir 
Whig doctrines, would produce confusion and uproar. They never 
offered a shadow of an argument, to prove it ; they only called the 
views of the Reforniers wild and visionary ; but with them«very thing 
was wild and visionary that, did not fall within the precwcts of Whig- 
gism.— {Applause.) — ^^One man, however, a perspn of most ex* 
traordinary mental powers (Mr. Bentham), had proved beyond con- 
tradiction, that no confusion would proceed even from die widest 
plan of Reform. Mr. Bentham does not attempt to show by this, 
which is the worst and most practicable plan of Reform; he. only 
proves that no danger could arise from those principles, the dread of 
which makes some ipen .almost mad. He thought with Mr. Clarke 
that God had not created Annual Parliaments and Universal Suffrage;, 
as the only nieans for preserving public freedom. There were many 
other measures, and the best for adoption was that which would: 
command most support. — {Apphme.) — What was Radical Reform f 
Why any Reform, that would root out the corruption of the House 
of Commons* It may be accomplished either by the votes of every 
freeholder, or of every tax-payer; nay, if none but persons of 100(*; 
annual income were allowed votes, even that would effectually prevent 
corruption. The right of suffrage is not,/ as some suppose, like aa 
estate ; he whose interests can be preserved without exercising it, is^ 
io fact, the best off-*be has least trouble. He thought he could, 
point out twenty ways or means by which placemen andpeei^ could 
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be prefetited from inSuBlicii^ ^teeti^t; it iktijf eoiilcl cb dmt, it 

iHniB ^ that is WBnied.'^Appbtme.)-^To come now to a Uftle 

Wlu^ Urgiiment (what^vet h^ fn^tMthink of Wii% charaetet^, he fmS 

nkiA hBM re^pett for Whq; iirgament.) Lor* Grey say», it "wottld 

te Aiferotos to trust the people wkh die right of Suffiriig^. ' VtW 

if < a mim'c6illd be tnteted otit of Bedlam, if any thing it all ciAi Mr 

trtisted to him, it is the priiriiege of akpng which bf Us neighboMr^ 

he likies'bert^ or can best tnist 'or coimdein. Lord Gfej, whb'iSi 

cohsidered as H tery gredt Statcssitoin^ tkyi' that to make vip Mrfiui 

wtbt df Sulfirage, public meetings shdold be consttmtlj Conrened to 

p^titibn Of^ remonstrate. The nafture of good govelDitotoe go^ toi 

piftvent' the necessity of stich* Meetii^ ; if the people could triist tUtf 

goveiriiineilt; Aqr would have no nefed of petitionsr There is iii 

Aict no neces^fo^ keeping the peoplein thtft irlsoine and hopeletf 

practice. If he was oAled oil to name a plan for kee(iing a coiintiy 

in hot Wat^r/ he would dmse this one, of keepibgf the p^^'itfW 

perpetual j^ousy, and 'ContiilhuMlly' ota the ffd viie with the gdve/tV^ 

meAt. lie would go farther thata MK Glaitife iii his ainddhr : Mr. 

Clarice bad owned hfa respect for the Wbigs^ he himself would ex^ 

tend this filing to the Tories also.*^4PP^*^*) ^^ ^f iintead of 

Voting teoney out of their^ own pockets, members w^ eng^;ed in. 

Yothig thousand&l of the public money into them, it mattered little 

iAo formed die Admiiii8trationi--K:tfji^tfie.) The House doile^* 

not represent the people, and while their livesi «nd property at^ at' 

the aroitrary dispose of 150 Borough prc^etors, it is ouite rkB^ 

adous foi* any party to boast of its energies, or-affect that ft^iMa- 

sures>l6ne can c6re the oppressive evils of the istnie." Persokis may 

risic thci)^ he^cks -iii' opposing the system, but fhey^ knew diat th^ 

swoid^ the military as Well as the is word of the law were held' oyei' 

th€(m.-^i^fat»e.> They may complain too^ but thdy mitet do it 

ac^oirding w a dictifted form, and ill jMtfticukr tfenms, ' tift tfadr coih*- 

fAaiUI woidd only {Mroducefresh pudbhmeiit. ' Thi^ is the grifevande 

to be g6t rid df. While Afe Hdu^ of Commons teauinp ^ it' k,' 

the gcMd that any itoiniBtry' can do is iestf diatf pMbfettladcaL 

He hoped, however, that a call would be made ftom* every corder' 

of die kingdom for a cltabge.-^^;ip^tifr.) 'M to Mr. Gbnle'a* 

misntion of toleration, be hoped aoid trusted that sudi iiitderable to^' 

Icivdon wouM be effecttttfly g6t rid of in the i^teeddi centiliy. 

Hehbped dHit tUi^ hypdcrid^aFaant of die chuith of EdgHmd, uscjd' 

onlylM a metos for mbnbpdlizitt^ die betu^'of die Mate; woiiId'ft6 

done awi^. The prospect in diU respect was gMttityiing ; in IrfelaKiS' 

there was a rising spiht of liberality; the iPrOtestiintsliad mefiiiia: 

petitioned for the liberties of the Gudtottdi, those i^ts to ilrh«af aH< 

viere entided etpaHf^Mueh «lppfaii«e.) He trusted that ffttsoiUi 
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of all rdigioos would seejhat there .vas only one religion in politics, 
that is— -to be free : that it cannot be secured but by securing each 
man's rights unalienably^ and more especially the right of being truly 
represented.— (^ppiaiise.) He hoped they would all remember, 
that their oppressions, however various or particular they may be, 
however bitter they nuy taste to each man's palate, all spring from 
one and the same bitter source— the want of that Reform in Parlia- 
ment which the Whigs think a matter of small importance, but 
which he affirmed to be the only just ground for supporting public 
men, and the only antidote for the oppressions under which we groan. 
'^Applause,) He was so little hostile to the Whigs, that be only 
widbed them to present some claim for public confidence ; he was 
only anxious to fight under the Whig banners, provided the liberties 
of the country were inscribed upon them* — {Applause^) Although 
Reform could not then boast of many supporters^ whose station of 
life was exalted, yet his persuasion was, that it would work upwards 
as men shall become convinced, and that all who are not sejlf 
8ESK&RS vnll sopn assiime their natural positions in thid greikl ques- 
tion. The landed population, what have they become, but mere 
collectors of rents for other people's expenditure ; like young spend- 
thrifts, who meiely gathered their income to give it up to attorneys 
and usurers ? — (Apj^ause.) The commercial world, for all the va- 
pouring about freedom of trade, which existed no more than any other 
freedom, must soon feel how degradingly they are goaded by a ra- 
pacious system of Excise. So that ^ery soon all, except the mere 
monied interest, would be convinced how necessary it is to have a 
House of Commons chosen by themselves. Many who now think 
themselves unconnected with Reform, may be wrought upon by the 
exertions of Westminster, and become fully aware of its necessity. 
He confidently trusted that on a future occasion, though their Whig 
opponent should, as he had done, on the last occasion, profess 
himself a Reformer, they would not elect eidier Whig or Tory; but 
would find the necessity of returning a real and Radical Reformer* 
— {He sat down amidst prolonged peals rf dpplame.) 

" Tunc^^Whilst happy in my Native Land. 

*^ Mr. RiCHTER claimed a moment's attention* ' fife replied to 
an insinuation of Mr. Lambton's, pronounced on the hustings,, re- 
specting the Concentric Society of Liverpool, iand read to the meet- 
ing a resolution, and< a letter to Sir Francis Bnrdett just retcftve^ 
from that socie^, expressive of their highest este«m and gratttuda^. 

The letter was as follows : — 
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« TO SIE VRANCIS BCROKtV, . BAST^ 1(>- V. 

<f Sir^— When, in 1813, the Concentric Society of Liverpool 
solicited the honour to enrol jour name among its members, it. waa 
from a conviction that you were the s{ririted and canstitutional a^ertor 
of the people's right to elect their ovm representatives in the Ciom^ 
moiis' House of Parliament, and since that period, a strict attention 
to7oor public conduct has heightened, in no comoMMi degree, our 
admiration of diose principles whidi gttued yoo oinr esteem.. . • 

f^ Composed as our society is of persons embradng different opi«i 
nions as to the duratioQ of parliaments, md the extension of. |he 
elective franchise, we are ttnanimons ia our high appreciation of 
your umform and powerfid exertions in support of the great cause 
of Parliamentary Reform :*--4i cause upon which additmud lustre 
has been shed by the unimpeachable character, as well as by the 
splendid talents, which distinguish its independent and undaunted 
eham|HOB. 

^^ Assailed by the timicj, the mistaken, the interested, and ^die 
hypocritical, of different and opposing parties, the answer you faave 
given hAs been a dignified and consistent dondiict,' which has en- 
deared you to the Concentrios of Liverpool, more than could any 
vkldication from the pen of controversy. 

^* Deeply lamenting the unhappy divisions among onr friends in 
Westminster*— convinced that our opponents use every means in their 
power to increase and perpetuate them—- aware of the insidious and 
the turbulent attempts to lessen the people's confidence, in a man 
who can appeal to a public life of five«and*twenty years, and fear* 
lessly defy any, even the most scrutinizii^ of his countrymtt, to 
coiivict him of one deviation from public rectitude,-*-as friends of 
Mberty^ we rally round you, its long tried and firmest supporter; as* 
soring you diat, as we look back upon the past with the warmest 
gratitude, so we look forward to the ftiture with midiminished con* 
fidence, 

^' Signed on behaU> and at die request of the meeting, 

" RpBBBT. Tatlob, M. D. 
'^ Ihresident 
' " UverpoQl, March 12, 1819," 

''' The next toast was,— 

*^ * The Liverpool Concentric Society, and thanks for the warm 
interest which th^ take in the aflhirs of Westnunster, and their con* 
duct to Sir Francis Burdett/ 

" The next toast was, — 
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'' ' John Cam Hobhoose, Esq. \vb09e 2eal and perseverance ii^ 
the late contest, and his declaration in favour of Radical Reforni| 
have insured him the support of 3,861 Independent Electors/ 

'' It was received with long continued peals of approbation, 
which lasted some minutes. 

" Mr. HoBHOUSB. — We might have been expected, perhaps, 
to have met under other circumstances, but it is always gratifying 
to me to meet the Electors of Westminster, under any circumstances, 
and those who are not soiry to see each other after a defeat, must 
be bound t(^ether, at least, by honorable ties. We can have no 
regrets— our purpose was honest, was a truly national object — we can 
have no mutual recriminations, the means which we pursued to ob- 
tain that purpose were such as all good citizens must be proud to ac- 
knowledge. Our recollections cannot be any other than agreeable — 
we had, during our long struggle, none but the purest of all motives 
to animate us — we had the approbation of our consciences*— we had 
the prayers and the good wishes of the great mass of our fellow coun- 
trymen, and those applauses which would have rendered our victory 
more precious, are a sufficient consolation for want of success. It 
was, perhaps, too much to hope, that those who had neither terror 
nor chicanery in their pay, who had ho temptation beyond the per- 
suasion to honesty to employ, should be a match for all those who 
applied themselves to all the bad passions, and who had at their 
command all the engines of corruption. But it was not too much 
to hope that a great national benefit should be conferred upon their 
fellow-countrymen by the Electors of Westminster, let what would 
be the event of the contest; and, I am sure,, that no one has been 
disappointed in this hope. The country has long looked up' to 
Westminster; and has been accustomed to see in its example. a liv* 
ing lesson for the instruction of all disinterested^ patriots. This was 
the case long before Westminster had been successful in her struggle 
for independence; and, doubtless, as much was taught by the effort 
made in favour of Mr. Tboke, (although that' gentleman was not 
returned to parliament,) asi could be taught by the successful endea- 
vours of any other body of electors whatsoever. ' For, you,' Gentle- 
men, proceeded upon principle, and, as it were, embodied an opi*- 
nion that had. long been gaining ground in England, namely, the 
conviction of the real inefficiency of all party combinations. Th0 
party which had been popular by opposing the American war, no 
sooner got into place, than (to use the words of Bishop Watson) ' they 
lost the king*s confidence y lost the people^ s confidence, atui liost thetr 
power for ever' The same discerning bisBop saw,' diat ^ thiH tbm 

2 2 
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neither Whisgismnor Toryism left; excess of riches and excess of 
taxes f combined with excess of luxury y had introduced universaL 
selJUm! What was felt by the bishop, was felt by. the nation; nor 
could the splendid abilities of Mr. Fox, and those extraordinary 
men that acted With him^ nor their patriotic services in opposing 
the French war, recover the confidence of the people of England. 
Mr. Fox himself fell that the Whig party did not exist ; for^ in his 
letter to Lord Holland, he talks of re-establishing it.* Whatever 
were his wibhes, nothing certainly could have been more contrary to 
such an object than his coalition with Lord Grenville and Lord Sid- 
mouth. This did, indeed, give * the death-blow to the miserable 
distinctions of Whig and Tory* This was the signal for the resur- 
rection of the people, whose rights had been undermined and frit- 
tered away during the contentions of these rival parties. Tlib was 
the consummation which was to cirown the efforts of Westminster. 
This was the true epoch for th6 appearance of that much-desired 
and long-expected character, the real disinterested patriot, not the 
seeker of place — not the lover of power-^-not the adorer, nor the 
vilifier, of princes, but that which in a representative government, 
strange as it might appear, bad been hitherto wanting, a tbu£ 
Representativb of the People, without an end, an aim, 
or an ambition, independent of that noble and useful character. It 
was indeed the pride of Westminster, and the glory of England, to 
have found such a man; but had the Electors of Westminster not 
foutid him, their conduct would have made him : such constituents 
would not have been long without a suitable representative. I need 
not recal to yoa the long and happy connexion which has subsisted 
between you and your representative, nor the triumph which your 
principles obtained by the return of two reformers to parliament. 
The eminence on which you stood was too high not to attract envy.' 
You know that, for several years, those who had formerly domi- 
neered in Westminster have been employing the usual weapons of 
party to disturb your tranquillity. Having lost the representation, 
their next care was to degrade it ; an attack on the Westminster 
Reformers was always acceptable to these politicians, but more 
especially to the Whigs. Degraded as they thought it was, they 
still thought it worth a manoeuvre to obtain a seat, and took advan- 
tage of a division amongst the Reformers,, to put forth a man of high 
(Character as their own. For this. Gentlemen, b an ancient trick of 
the Whigs — ^they appropriate for the party every thing that is good 
amongst them ; but never think themselves answerable for any of 

«. Inlh^articte Uoivenal SnSniRe, in Edinburgh Review for January 1819, it 
jg ownfsd tliat the Whig party wm brroken np by the Borkitet. 
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the discreditable acts of tbeir party. They called the return of Sir 
Saniuel Romilly the' triumph of the Whigs, though that gentleman 
divided more than, 2^000 votes with each candidate. ^ Their exi^lta- 
tions at that event, and at a few successful returns elsewhere, were 
^inboundecl ; they condescended to feel some corresponding kindness 
for the people, and to tell them so, iii terms which would have 
suited a Russian Ukase, pronouncing the manumission of a whole 
region of slaves. It is easy, then, to. conceive the horror and de- 
jection wijth which they viewed the approaching probability of West- 
minster being again totally freed from their shackles. They were 
■reduced to a dilemma, which their pride could not brook — either 
they wer^ to acquiesce in a choice not made by themselves, or they 
were openly to object, and confess tbeir impotence. There was, 
indeed, another plan, .and that was to allQW; of the election of 
the man chosen by you, and thei| to say that it had been the 
work of their own hands. This, indeed, we knew, as it was af- 
terwards proved by what we heard on the hustings, and from 
the Whig pipin. This would have been said, notwithstanding the 
former complaint that my nomination was wholly managed by 
those not connected with the Whigs — so inconsistent is cunning. 
Such an after-pretence would have been a compromise of the 
freedom of Westminster, and of the individual chosen by you. It 
was necessary to prevent the possibility of such an assertion, by 
openly laying down the principle on which we, proceeded. . It was 
necessary that the General Committee should declare itself still true 
to that cause from which others had apostatised. It was necessary 
that I should declare myself convinced, as I was convinced, that 
a true Reformer cannot be a party man, and that a member for 
Westminster ought not to be a party man. . The hatred begotten by 
truth, was the fruit of this sincerity — you know the consequence. 
The Whigs have kindly given you another proof that this; monstrous 
invention of party, that this Fourth Estate was contrived for. . the 
corruption of all political honour and honesty; and that individuals, 
however good in themselves, no sooner join the party, than they rush 
headlong into the commission of every infamy, and hide their veiy 
selfishness, under the pretext that what they ido, is pot done for one, 
but for many. If there ever wa^ a traqsaqtion attended with pecu- 
liar circumstances of depravi^, it was the conduct of these pretenders 
to patriotism in the last election ; and whatever may h^v^ beeq the 
former opinion of any map respepting t^^e Whj^^ this election, has 
developed their characters beyon(i allpossibility of further delusion. 
It is idle to talk of former opinions about those who seeni to b&<» 
come worse and worse, as occasion allows thepi the opportimity. 
The tiicks, the felsehoods, the frjaud, the force resorted to bv these 
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Noble Persons— their open and eager coalition with those whoid 
they have so long stigmatized as the enemies of the people-^U are 
too fresh in our recollection. Their base and mean mamier of 
tharging you. Gentlemen, with the employment of those very arts 
which were resorted to solely by themselves, mil never be oblite^ 
rated from the memory of Englishmen. If I said before the 
election, that the coimtry was sick of Party, what ternas will now 
suflBce to show the detestation in which that madness is held— not 
only in the metropolis, where Whig is a by-word of reproach, but 
hi the provinces, where the press has pronounced upon the last elec- 
tion ? The country is sick of party— it never will return to itft 
vomit. It is all in vain talking of their Whig principles. Where 
are they ? Who acts upon them ? I shall say of them, as a Noble 
Lord said of the English Constitution, in those days, when the 
Whigs used to laugh at the word Constitution as much as we d6 
now, — 

* Tfans HarUquin esEtolled his horse. 
Good for the field, the road, the conne. 
One fanlt he had, one fault, indeed, 
And what was that?— the horse was dead.' 

The Whig horse is dead — and d^ad indeed. Nobody cares two-r 
pence for his pedigree — the matches he has won are forgotten or 
doubtful. Lately, indeed, they put him to a sorry purpose, and 
actually killed him by trying to make him carry double — but Whig 
and, Tory at once would have broken down a high-metded charger 
—no wonder it was too much for a wretched wonp-out hack.— 
And yet I dare say we shall hear of the animal again — ^but it will 
not do. They may Galvanize' the malefactor who has been hanged 
and cut down — he may seem alive — a grin or distortion— a kick of 
the leg may frighten or amuse thie by-standers, but he is dead — ^and 
dead for ever. No, Gentlemen, the Whigs of England— the old 
Whigs have been respectable, but they are now, like the ancient 
Catos, vain names and nothing else. Well said Dr. Bentley, that 
no man was ever written down but by himself. We have been ac- 
cused of bringing pubHc men into contempt, but no man was ever 
brought into contempt but by himself. These proud men are angiy 
merely because when they demand future confidence we remind 
them of past misdeeds. They are angry because we tell them not 
always to boast of what was half done by their ancestors some one 
hundred and forty years ago, and remind theoa, that if they will al- 
ways be looking backwards themselves (when they do not allow us 
to look backwards) they will^ever look forward, and be sure tp 
itumble over the first obstacle in their way. These proud men are 
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angiy with us, who Uiink Reform every thipg, because we remon^ 
atrale with those who were once • of the same opinion as ourselves, 
bat now think Reform almost nothing, and good only for a placard 
at an election. They are now absolutely angry with us with tracing 
back the word Radical Reform to themselves, and pretend not to 
know what the word means. They are not the most learned of 
mankind; but, I dare say, they have read Foote's farces — ^they may 
be instructed of the meaning of this hard word by Dr^ Last. * What 
do you do,' says the doctor to him, ' to ture a tooth-ache ?' ' 1 
pulls him out by the roots,^ says Dr. Last. ' Good/ answer the 
dootorB, ' a radical cure, indeed* But our empirics won't have their 
rotten part even touched, much less extracted — for it is my con- 
scientious belief, and I do not speak without inquiry, that the Whigs 
wUI never make even the repeal of the Septeimial bill a cabinet 
measure. Why then do they affect to be surprised if the great bulk 
of the people of England, who are convinced that nothing but a 
Reform in Parliament can save us, are totally indifferent to that, for 
which alone the Whigs labour, namely, for the Whigs combg into 
place f Why are they surprised to find that there are many people 
in England like the old woman of Syraciue, who prayed for the life 
of Dionysius, the tyrant, because she knew his wickedness, but did 
not know what might be the villainies played by those who came 
after him ? But, really, Gentlemen, I forget myself— I forget what 
sort of a person it is that presumes' to address you^—l forget that the 
oi^n of the great body of the educated nobility has pronounced roe^ 
not only ' ignorant, arrogant, and malignant/ but has interdicted me 
from fire and water, has pronounced me unworthy of all honest* so- 
ciety, as one who must henceforth live as an ekile in the heart of his 
own countiy. Upon my honour diis is a serious sentence; but I 
shall not unnecessarily afflict myself at it, until I see whether it is 
confirmed by the voice of my fellow-countrymen. ' I may, 1 think^ 
be allowed to say, that I have seen no proof of it in the retepUoa 
I have been honoured with this evening. I shaH, therefore, beg 
the Whigs to put off my punishment to the day of their Reform df 
Parliament, ai!id if they agree to Uiis adjournment, I am sure that I 
shall sleep sound for the rest of my life. 
/' Mr. Hobhouse, at tl^e desire of the Chairman, gave^^ 

'' ' The illegally disfranchised iglectors of Westminster, and a 
ipeedy end to that taxation which makes men poor, and punishes 
^m for being so/ 

^ Mr. RicHTER said, ^e diafranchisemeDt of electora called 
upon him to state, that the recent illegal disfranchisement will not 
go without remedy. Py a petition whiich would be presented to 
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the House df Goii(itikMi8| to-morrow or the next day^ he hoped' Aat 
disfranchisemetit \Vould be set aside. Mr. Hobbouse had said^ thit 
be should not have a speedy occasion again to address them. H« 
knewy howev^r^ and had sufficient autlKurity to assure them that 
Mr. Hobhouse would very shortly address them — (Applaus^^-riwA 
what is more, he believed that Mr. Hobbouse will represent them 
in parliament, from the result of the last election.— ^Xoiid apfiauMe.) 
When he said he believed Ho, he made the declaration from such a 
proof of circumstances as would convict and hang a man at the Old 
Bailey, though he wHs not sure of such consequences, seeing that the 
jury 'were not likely to be respectable and independent Electors, btU 
Boroughmongers. He did not know what effect such violations 
might produce, but he knew what they ou^t to produce. The people 
of England might be sure that nothing would be left undone to obtain 
redress, if full justice could not be obtained. * Ti^ not in mortal<( 
to command success, but we'll do more^ deserve it' . For that pur- 
pose, he invited all yAio knew any thing of actual bribery^ treating, 
violence, or unfair inBuence of any kind practised in the late contest, 
to come forward and inform the Committee sitting in this house, 
and they may depend upon it, that such information on behalf of 
public freedom, "• and their suffiages, should not lie dormant or h^ 

neglected !«-(^jip/afisf.) * . - ' 

.. • ' » . . . , 

(^ < May no Man be deprived of hia Civil Rights on.accpimf qf 
bis Religious' Opinions/ 

'' Mr. Thblwall thought they had drank the toast vrith no ac- 
clamations; h^ trusted and hoped th^t they had received it with deep 
whispers of the heart, such as would do justice to those princ^les 
which could alone give effect lo' claims for the support of public 
freedbm. In political compacts we must be bound ^y common con-; 
sent; but in religious affairs the right of a thousand ^ Flo ynorethan 
the right of one; and. a man has no more rq;ht.to ask toleration of 
them than they have from 'him ; his belief is a matter betwe^,jGrod 
and himself, and to ttiem we ought to leave it. From a correspbnd- 
ing principle of justice, we. maintain, that a man. shall halve fkis vptei 
live wherever he will. .The right of conscience is sacred,' and a 
man is no more accountable to fiin fellow-creatures for it than for the 
jcolour of his hair: S.alvation' and* faith are' things impressed on his 
mind by a Power which neither he nor others' can control; tezi^m 
or education may decide for him in such a case, but you cannotde- 
cide. He considered that liberty of conscience is comprised in Ra- 
di<!at Reform ; it is not radical if it excludes Catholics^ because, they 
(eat fish on ' Friday. He felt it necessary to say one tbiqg' in favour of 
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Radical Refbitn ; he felt the same inoderati<Mi towards their ^ver« 
8arie$ as Sir Francis Burdett ; he would express a hope that the 
qoarrei between Major Cartwright and Sir Francis Burdett may 
have a speedy and happy termination. We may like fVhiggUm, 
but abhor that party which now calls itself the Whigs ; we may be 
opposed by Whigsv and served by superior individuals of their body. 
It mattered little who were representatives, if sympathy could be 
maintained between the parties. Above all things they should avoid 
useless distinctions and differences, till triumph was secured; then 
they woulct be able to ezajnine their differences, and know how far 
it would be advisable to separate*. A word or two on the terma^ as 
generally applied to the ReforiperSi such as violence, danger, mis- 
chief, and so on ; he defied their enemies to give proof of this, nay, 
he charged all those very evils upon them. His own utmost violence 
was, * love one another, embrace like brothers/ He then alluded 
to the Protestant petitions in Dublin, and the glorious meeting at the 
Rotunda. He hoped and believe^ that they would contin^e to pro-> 
claim the principle of Reform, and that it would be loud and power- 
ful enough to rouse the kingdom in its behalf. Th^y might then, 
like the mayor of Dublin, f^el proud of being, proscribed by the 
icircle of little minds, who. are afraid. either of liberty of conscience, 
or the rights and exercise, of general suffrfige. — (^Applause.) 

<' ' The Liberty of the«Pre8s*-it i^ like the air we breathe; if 
^ve have it not, we die.' 

'' Tune.— Liberty Hall. 

f' ' Lord Cochrane^ and the Cause of. Liberty all over the World.' 

f^ Ti^ue^^r^Peruvians, rise to Glory. 

*^ The Chairman, with Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse, 

retired aboiit 10 o'clock. 

« 

** The dinner and the whole of the proceedings were managed 
with judgment; and the company, which was as respectably as it 
was numerous> having spent the day to their entile satiafaclioD^ 
^thdrew af 9 Jatp Jiour, ' ^ 
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" A SONO, 8UN6 AT THE WESTMlKSTBS DINNBK. 



" OLD ENGLISH FREEDOM. 

C'TUNB. — KOAST BEEF OF OLD ENGLAND.) 

*' In this age when cursM feudal oppression 's afloat« 
Deprived of our lodgings, our food, and our coat ; 

In this age> &c. 
To submit to such tyrasts would be to promote 
The ruin of famous Old England* 
The ruin of Old English fame* 
To submit to such« &q. 

'' ^was Westminster's pride, and the hope of the land. 
Who caird forth the People to make a bold stand; 

Twas Westminster, &c. 
And gave to Election the fbree of command. 
To recover the freedom of England, 
The basis of Old English fame. 
And gave to Ebction, &c 

** But lordly corruption 's laid naked and bare, 
Iteform to obtain, we can never despair ; 

But lordly corruption 's, &c. 
The People demand it— oppose i|t who dare. 

Well again have the freedom of England, 
Again we'll have Englishmen free. 
The People demand it, &c. 

/' Then muster your strength, and push forward the cause. 
We will yet send in Hobhousb with loudest applause ; 

Then muster, <Sqc. ^ 

]For Reform we'll contend, but hold fast to thelaw8» 
Once the glory of famous Old England, 
Old England's true ^lory aqd fame. 
. For Reform, &c. 

f'Tlien unioh^s the word, we'll be firm as a rock. 
With BuRDETT and Hobhousb we'll yet* give a shock-; 

ITien union's, &c. 
To Corruption — and bring all her tools to the block, 
'Twill establish the freedom of England, 
Old England's true glory and fame. 
To CoRuption, &c.'' 
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The following papers were kid on each of the plates^ and after- 
wards distributed among the Electors at large. 



'^ TO THE ELBCTOHS OF WESTMINSTEB. 

** The Clommittee of yourselves who conducted the late Elec- 
tion, made a Report to you on the gth of February last« 

'' That Report, and the Speech of Mr. Hobhouse on the same 
day, roused the spleen of the Whig faction: it eould not bear the 
truth to be spoken even in pait, and feared the consequences; it 
knew that from the moment the people should really understand its 
views, all hope of wresting the Government from the hands of the 
present Ministers would be hopeless'. 

^' The course pursued by the faction for several years past, 
proves that they thought the People were blind to \tA true character, 
and it was prepared to appeal to the people in support of it^ ficti- 
tious character, by fraudulently pretending that it had been the caus^ 
of Mr. Hobhouse's return for Westminster, had that Gentleman 
walked over the course ; ^nd this was only prevented by the Report 
of your Committee. If the Report of your Committee had not 
deprived the faction oip the means of deception, it would, through 
the press, and by the opportunity it has of addressing itself to the 
public in various wayii, have made a merit of returning Mr. Hob- 
house ; it would have demanded of him, an unqualified support of 
its party measures, and it would have branded him as an ungrateful, 
unprincipled apostate, had he opposed any of them. It would 
have put a cheat upon the Reformers ; it tvould have gained cha- 
racter with the country by its duplicity, and have dome injury to Re- 
form by its dishonesty. 

^ The Report, and the Speech of Mr. Hobhouse, at once pre*, 
vented the faction accomplishing either of those unworthy pur- 
poses; disappointment deprived it of reason— it could'contain its ragp 
no longer, and it precipitately plunged intp a contest whieh faa^* hap- 
pily drawn upon it the attention of the whole body of the People, and 
has enabled a very large portion of them fully to appreeiate its false 
pretensions. It has convinced them, that there is no real difierence 
between the Whig and Tory Actions, except the difference which 
always existed; namely, that the Tories would exalt the* Kingly 
power, that it might trample upon the Aristocracy and ihe people ; 
while the Whigs desire to establish an Aristocratieal oligarchy to 
trample on the King and ihe People. There never was, nor is there 
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noW| any other difference between thenii both alike would subject 
the People to their arbitrary dominion, and both alike deserve what 
the one has long had^ and the other has at last obtained— Ae con- 
tempt of the People ! 

'' The Whigs have procured a seat for Mr. Lamb, and they affect 
to call it a victory ; a victory, if it were one, gained over the 
People : they however know that it is not a victory. Had they in- 
deed obUdned a victory, their conduct would be the very reverse of 
what it is; the uneasiness they exhibit — the mean personalities they 
indulge in— the petulant and angry feelings they continually express- 
all prove, that so far from having subdued the people, or gained 
character for themselves, they are conscious they have sunk, never 
to rise again. 

'' But they have seated Mr. Lamb — bow has this been accom* 

*^ By an. appeal to the sense of the People ? No. 

^/ By aoy oj^ers of service to the Public ? "No. 

<< By pledging themselves to pursue measures to improve the 
condition of the People i No. 

*f By undertaking to .uqe their efforts to reduce the overwhelm* 
ipg burthen of Taxation f- No. 

** By proposing to destric^ the dequoralisii^ and savage Exdse 
Laws?'- — No. 

f' By promising any Reform of Parliament ? No. 

^' By any one proposition beneficial to the People f No. 

'' What then have they donef which the most ipiveterate Tory 
would not have done ? Nothing. 

'^ In what .then consists the difference betweep the two factions 
inji^pect of the People f Jn Nothing. 

^' They have procured a seat for Mr. Lamb— by what means? 

'^ By a coalition with the Tories against the People. 

Y 3y.9 coalition with the v^ry party, which during the former 
Election, supjported Captain Maxwell against them. 
. " By the power of their purse. 

'' By undue influence* 

" By terror— by promises— by threats, 

<< By taking advantage of the poverty of the times to seduce 
Uiose they could not intimidate. 

' '< By an dliance with the veiy refuse of society. 

^' By hiring ruflSans. 

" By treating. 
/ ''By other contrivances, which as they will probdily be consi^ 
dw^ ip another place, need not now be mentioned^ ^ ' • 
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y <^ By all the base arts which formerly disgraced Westtiiinster/ 
and which you had driven away. 

** In seating Mr. Lamb, they have manifested their own unwortht- 
ness^ and have materially assisted in promoting the very cause they' 

coalesced to destroy. 

> 

^' The country need scarcely be told, that an individual more or 
less on the side of Reform in the House of Commons, however 
desirable in some respects, is of small importance in comparison 
with such an opportunity as the late election afforded, of unmask- 
ing and exposing the People^s enemies, and thus rendering theiii= 
eooiparatively harmless: this the faction begins to feel, and as it* 
ha^ no weapons of reason with which to continue the combat; 
it resorts in its agony to those of personal invective, abuse, and 
calumny. 

^' Tlie Whigs would indeed address themselves to the very people' 
against whom they coalesced, but they know not how to address 
them with effect. A feeble effort has however been made byXiord 
Erskine, in praise of himself and the Whigs, which has the merit 
(and it has no other) of keeping their misdeeds oat of sigbt.-*It^ 
professes" to be in favour pf Reform, and woidd seem to Insinuate, 
that it prefers the plan of the * Friends <tf the People,' but it prb- 
sently declares, that all the Reform it seeks is the disfranchisement 
of one or two rotten boroughs. 

*^ lie praises the Whigs for their efforts in 179S> tmd he condemns 
you for doing the same thing in your Report. 

'^ He complains of perverseness in the Reformers, because thev 
have not become apestates ;' he condemns them because they still 
continue to repeat the substance of the petition, which the author 
himself and Lord Grey, brought into the House of Commons : 
Whig-like, he praises and condemns the same thing in . the same 
breath. 

*^ The noble Lord would persuade the People, to apply the iso- 
lated mes|sures which the Whigs at anv former time pursued in 
favor of the People to the Vl^gs of me present day^ to the de- 
graded, despised aristocrats, whose conduct you so lately witnessed ; 
and be would have the People foiiget all their atrocious acts against 
tl|em. 

''He praises the revolution of 1688, and insinuates most falsely 
that the Whigs are now willing to bnng back the govemmeDt to. 
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tvhat it wa9 then made : he pcti^s tbe Bill of Rights a9 a second 
Magna Cbarta, but he takes care not to acknowledge that the Whigs 
ren&red this second Charter of no avail to the People : he does 
not inform us that the Bill of Rights was only a declarator; Statute 
in the nature of a preamble to odier statutes, .which ought to have 
been made to carry its declarations into effect, which statutes the 
Whigs took care should never be made. He does not say that the 
Whigs rendered all the declarations of tha^4Statute null and void : h6 
does Dol tell tis, that iti 1688, and fpr five years afterwards. 
Parliaments ought to have been an^iual or rather sessional, 
Q$ they had for. many centuries beeUf and that every departure 
therefrom was a stretch of arbitrary power, under the name of pre- 
rogative; he does not tell us, that the Whigs proposed a bill to 
make them triennial, which the King more than once refused to 
sign, and that it was not until the sixth year of his reign, that fpr 
the first time in this country, Parliaments could by law be conti- 
olied for three years* 

'^ He docs not tell us that the WUgs made the septennial act, to 
continue theHisielves in poMrer for seven years, wheti they had only 
bipeo' elected for three years— Hior that thby called those who op- 
poaed diat act Tories — nor that they put a cheat upon tbe^People, 
who expected the bill would expire with the Whig parliament 
libich made it — nor that die People throughout England made 
Imfires for joy, when that rascally, parliament expired. He has 
not told us, that the Whigs formed and established the Excise 
Lawff as they now eKist-— nor that they commenced theahom'itiable 
Funding Systeni — ^nor that tbey first made it death by law to foige 
the paper of their Bank ; neidier has he once told us, that the 
grelit grievances of which We justly complain, originated with the 
Whigs^ who under a pretence of a love of liberty have stabbed if 
more freqpiendy and more deeply than tbe Tories themselves. 

'^ He applauds the Whig and Grenville coalition ; he praises the 
Whiga for having abolished the Slave Trade ; but he says not one 
word on the other acts of their administration, atrocious as those 
acts were. 

'^ Let us take a rapid glance at their acts and deeds in the one 
short year of their administration, and thus in some measure sup* 
plying the deficiency of the noble author. 

'' Grenville was one of the fathers of the act to suspend the 
Habeas Corpus Act — the Gagging Act— tbe new fangled Tiieason 
Act— th^ principal promoter of the war against human freedom io 
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1793 — t)i9 MOfdentiog persecutor of Reformers at all times ; yet 
from the love of power, and desire of emolument, the Wlugs 
bowed down under the People's adversaries^ and submitted to be 
picked out man by ipan by Grenville. 

'^ With the Grenvilles and the Wbdhams> with those whose 
most conspicuous attribute wa^ a furious xage against all Reform, 
they mad^ common cause. 

/ " They reprobated the system pursued by Pitt^ and Grenville^ 
and Windham, and Dundas; they called that system ' ruinoasy in- 
quisitorial, execrable, diabolical, destructive of liberty ;' they said 
insurrection against it was a duty, the performance of which duty 
was merely a question of prudence ; yet they took Place under the 
Grenvilles, to jcarry on the very system a^unst which insurrection 
was a duty. 

^' They talked of the extravagance of Pitt's and Grenville's ad- 
ministration, of the enormous load of debt and taxes which bent tbe 
People to the earth ; yet the moment they got bto power,, they toU 
the People to, remove from the first floor to tbe garret, that the debt 
and the taxes .might both be increased. 

** They called the income tax^ a tsix ' worthy only of the inqui* 
sition/ yet they raised that ' highwayman's tn^ from 6^ to 10 per 
cent 

*' They inc)reased the assessed taxes* 

*^ They laid on no less than seven millions of taxes, which on 
the average of the preceding yeafs, was twice as much as Pitt bad 
laid on. . ' 

** They taxed the income of widows and oiphans, and soldiers and 
sailors, . IQ per ceoit They screwed one pound out of every ten 
pounds from their pittances, and they exempted the enormous pror 
pejrty which the Kibg had placed. in the funds from all taxes what- 
ever ; ihi^ money, which from its having been saved^ waa^oved 
not to have been necessary to support the splendour of the Throne 
*— this money therefore unnecessarily wrung from the People in 
]Uixe»-7;(his money which had been lent to the government to carry 
on wars and to promote corruptiop — ^for the interest of this money 
tkey compelled the People to pay taxes. At the moment they ex- 
empted the King's, money from the tax, they made every one dse 
pay : they added no less a sum than 51,000/. a year to the incomes of 
the Kiiig's sons aiid daughters, put of the taxes diey levied upon the 
People,. which Pitt had refused to do; because, as they would have 
us believe, tbe Kitig was hidiself too poor. to prpvidefor his children. 

<< Besides adding 6000/. a year to the incomes of the Dukes of 
Clarence, Kent, Cumberland, Sussex, and Cambridge, they gave 
lo those Pukes from the Admiralty Proits, (from the money which 
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in fiunie$8 should have been divided among our sailors,) no less i 
snm than 75,000/. 

*' They who had vehemently condemned a profiise expenditure of 
the public n^oney, when out of office, were more prcrfiute and more 
extravagant than those they had justly condemned. 

'' They granted more pensions and' to ' a larger amount ; they 
crammed more hungry sycophants with the public tiioney, than had 
ever before been done in the same space of time. 

'' They.seized upon sinecures and all other corrupt sources of 
emolument for themselves and their followers, with a ravenousness^ 
which surprised even the bloodsuckers they pulled off. 

'< They told the People, that Pitt's coriduet was ' ruinous, de- 
structive of liberty^ execrable, inquisitorial, infamous; that the 
system he pursued justi6ed rebellion:' but when they got into 
power, they told the People by the month of their leader, ' that 
they never voted ' in their lives with more satisfaction, than they 
should do' for the payment of his debts (with the People's moneys 
because it was a tribute due to departed worth, the reward of a 
munificent nation to a meritorious public servant.' Thus treache- 
rously, basely belying their own assertions — thus inhumanly extorting 
the siibstance of the People on account of him, whom they had de- 
clared to be the bitterest enemy of that very People. 

''Tlieymade Lord Grenville (the coadjutor of Pitt, the asso- 
ciate of him and Dundas in all their prdceedings against the liberty, 
die property, and the haf^mess of the People) the auditor "of his 
own accounts ! 

^' They made him first Lord of the Treasury. 

** They made an act to enable him to hold a sinecure of 4000/. a 
year with a place of 6000/. a year. 

^'' They made' the Chief Justice Ellenborough, a member of the 
King's Cabinet Council. This, so far as depended on them, was 
an attempt to destroy the independence of a Judge. 

^' The^ placed a judge in a situation ' to decide on bringing a 
man to trial in that veiy Court, 'where one of the Ministers whom 
he had perhaps accused and irritated, would preside, not merely to 
direct and influence the jury, but eventually m his own person, to 
award the amount of his fine, aiid the duration of his imprisoit- 
ment.' 

'^ Thus manifesting their hatred of liberty — ^their hatred of a fi-ee 
press; thus endeavouring to destroy both; thus takidg strides 
towards arbitrary power, which Pitt and Dundas had never dared to 
take. " 

^ /^They attempted to levy a tax on the raw produce of the 
country — ^they proposed a tax on iron mines; which they 
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obliged to abandon bn account 'of its ^partiajity^ impolidy, injustice^ 
and oppression. ..*(.. ...; 

'VTbey attempted to carry the abominable Excise liaws into 
private houses; by which any, man's house mjght. at all times, both 
by day and by night/ bie invaded and searched by their meyuiiidonsy 
and his utensils for brewing beMocked up against hikn* Tb^ysaid; 
no man shall brew a barrel of table-Ueer. in: his: own hoiis^>/fbr his 
own Qse, but by our leave> and under- th^ insp^ctidn of our.ex€ise>- 
man. No uisiii shall make a gallon of currant wine, but .by one 
permission, and under the eye of our exciseman. . 

*^ They opposed the BankRetiictibniBill when oiit qf.ifA^c^^i ' 

*' They continued the Restriction ^when in .'place ; : and } 

*' They opposed the^ Bill again Iwheiiioutiof place;. 

'' They made an act to < legalize^ the employ tneot of foreign merj 
cenary troops in England,. a6d they increased their huikkber to 
l6,0G0. ,1 . . . i : . , , . • . 

'^ They made an act to 'indemnify, those who had dmgalty em- 
ployed them, i '' ;• 

f^'They said Hanover was a- miserable paltry spot of ittid, which 
had cost us in money many, time^ the value of all its land* and all 
its houses/ and more lives* ^ban it contained people^--4hQy .repeated, 
that it was a niill-stooe about thfe neckfs of tl^e People b£ fingUEnidfrr 
they repeafted, that it had .been, and would be agfldti; the. cauas of 
mischievous interference with forseign nations, and the frequent ciuse 
of 'war. Having, V by truckling to Grenville, got into powec, they 
sai^ Hanover was as dear to usas Hampshire ;. that we ought to. go 
to war as cheerfully foi* the one as the *other ; and they declared, jio 
peace should be made: until Hanover was restored.! .:. t 

f' They reprobated and condemned Loi-d Wellesley's adniiniBtrat 
tionof India. Tbey pledged themselves 'thoroughly to. investigate 
his conduct; but when in place, they refnsed all inquiry. ThSsj 
hunted down the nian^ who accused him, ,rjefui>ed'tbe papeto necea^ 
aary to enable him to tsubstantiate his chiirge: they called upon 
faim to prefer his ' charges without the documents; and when: /they 
could no longer withhUd' them', they told him to ^ proceed .itftvhis 
peril.' :f :. •: .■ ,. • !"<;':... 

*^ They mdde thenaselves popular by advocatmg Reform of IHnr^ 
liament; sold ' themselves to the Gienvillites; howled iucimiaiy 
against Reformers, and stigmatized those who sdll sought ;^Rbfaril^ 
with the name of Jacobins. 

'< They, offered meanly to give up die Catholic Bill>. if thik' King 
would consent to retam them in office; but the King refused^ :]ml 
kickedithem allout.i « . '., . j. i:,.; . .|, ,; ; 

" Yet this is the administration Lord Erskine • holds i out A^ ymm 
admiration! 

12 A 



S5A 

'« Tbe nobk anibor fnkm the Society of tiM Fritoods <lf fb^ 
People; anil floine of its proceedings well deserve all die pmsea 
which have been bestoived on them : but do the Whig» of ttif pre- 
sent day snpport or approve of those pioceedii^ ? Let their whole 
conduct^ firofli die moment they broke up that Sioeieiy^ answer for 
them. ^Lord Erskine, while he affects to beitow praise on tfnit 
Society^, takes care to inform his readera, that all theBefbrtn he asks 
in the name of the WUgs, is the disfranchisement of one or Awo 
fOtten boroughs, » 



'' In 1793, the Sodety of die Friends of die People presented 
their justly celebrated Petition to Parliament: it was supported) by 
order of the Society by the Honorable Charles Grey and the 
Honorable Thomas &skine. On die dOdi of May, 179^> >t a 
General Meeting of that Society, W. Sndlb, Eaf. M. P. in the 
chair, ' it was r^olved, after due consideration, to publish & de» 
daration/ in which.they said, dwt the ' right of voting sholiid be 
subject to a qualification so moderate, that there may.be no eoth 
dition m life in which it may hot be acquired, by Ubour, by in^kis- 
tiy, or by talents/ They said their pian would extend die>Hfesbt 
of ' sufirage to nearly a million and a half of heads of famiU^ ;' 
and they ' admit the general right of v6tiug a^ electioBa to b^ 
COMMON and pbrsonal/ They say^ ' it b tmdoubtedly de« 
sinible, for many reasons^ that the coUeetive body of qudified 
electors should be as NUMSRova as possible ; but pridcipaUy,.be* 
cause a great number of electors is of itself a better eeenrity i|;iftnst 
corruption, than the severest laws against briberjr^. by mdking.^the 
individual vote of no value, and hardly %ordi soliciting. That to 
reach die numbers, by Whom the power oi^lit to be eaerciM, it 
mast be esuallt amd impartially DisTRiftVTR^ ovier.the 
whde surface of the kingdom, by a new divirion of the countiy/ 
They add, ' to us it appears, that a new division is indis|>etisablc» 
and that we shcbM ody cheat ottrselves, and deceive tbe nation^ if 
for die wke of a usdess accommodalibii, we yielded to any pro^ 
in which thn qondition was not inchided.' ' The whok measure ftMMt 
not only be equal to die whole of its purpose, but it must 'move 
togedier^ and act at once vridi all its force:' aiid dien dn^ Wf, 
diey will haVe die: whole Reform or none, aqr Aiilg short iif the 
plan dtey propose being not only uadess but {Mrnieiotts. 

<^They proposed <To. divide England imo 513 divisians, aa 
«pial as possible ; to dect one member in each division-; hUd lo 
take the election of the whole representation of ihe loii^gdotti aaldit 
iaBie<boar and on the mme day/ 
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^ Tbey said ^ Thai a general cJiecti^ for tbe whole )nii|dom 
m^t be conducted without tumult or ezpeuse, and completed ini a 
few hours; and that in future die elections might be tbienniaLi 

BIENNIAL, or eiOm ANNUAI«, as they WEBB IH FOItMpiB 

TIMES.— Members of ParliaoieDt. who acted faithfully, would be 
generally renrhosen ; but it is neither safe or constitutional to leave 
any Representative very loog out of the reach of his Constitineafs.', 

** The Noble Author calls his pamphlet a Defence of the Whigs. 
What a miserable defence is that which is obliged to leave all tb^se 
matters uiuioticed^ and to rest itaelf upon a d^laration of 'The great 
difficulty of suddenly or^inating and maturing any systematic and 
general change in the Representation/ 

** The Sodeto of the Friends of the Peojde w^, ' After hng 
ddiheration we have fixed on a specific plan and declared it without 
reserve/ Yet we are now to be told that we would ' Suddenly 
origimte and mature a plan' ; and for ,lihis we are to be coodanvped 
by the Whigs, by those who having abandoned all their former 
pretensions, stare with wonder at discovering that th^y are no 
longer popular. They were popular when they wei:e befo'bmers. 
-—They are haled by the People now tbey are nothing but whigs. 

• « 

** The Noble Anlbor teUs us, his intention is to fiiave the ' Wh^s 
from being .considered as objects of ridicule or iieproach/ Thu? 
Kumnot be •accomplished now, when the very name ' stinh in the 
nostras of the People. 

'' Much has been said about conciliation. The Electors of 
Westminster have idvays been ready to do every thing in the way of 
conciliation, which was not an abandonment of the principles they 
.|iave aU alcfng supported. But an ajttc^ippt has been made to pier- 
imade the Pec^le, that because a man was called a Whig, he ought 
to be considered as one who jBupported a Reform in Parliament.' It 
was necesiai;y to put ithis false pretence in its true U^ht, and to prove 
that the Whigs weiie' not Reformm, and this yo^ have mado ma-^ 
nifest to the whole country : their cheat will serve them no 
longer. Were the Whigs really Parliamentaiy RefonneiB, »there 
would be nothing to conciliate; they would then, like you, desire no 
other name by which to be designated. 

'^ Under the most trying circumstances, nearly 4000 of you have, 
in tike open £sce of day, prodaimed yourselves radical ee- 
voBMERs; you have thus given to the country a guarantee for future 
independent, manly, and judicious exertions on the neat occasion : 

I2a£ 
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you have, thus encouraged the People to continue ttieir ^xi^rtions' ia 
the same good cause. . ri 

'^ The example you have set is producing, and 'will produce^ the 
best effects all over the United Kingdom. 

• f * ' 

'^ The tinie is -past, when party-m^n, for mere party-purposes, can 
longer, hope to obtain the aid of the People. 

'^ The time is past, when a combination of aristocrats to b'ample 
upon the People, can by any cotitrivauce avert from itself the indig- 
nation of the People. 

^' The tiqae is past, when any assembly, whose acts are opposed 
to the iuterests of the People, can have any ground of hope for the 
countenance of the People. 

^' The time is rapidly arriving, when the 'contempt of the People 
for the corruptions of the House of Commons, will compel that 
House to'attend to their request for a Radical Reform in the Re- 
presebtation of the People. * 

'^ The time is come, when it is more than ever the duty of eyery 
man to adopt the recommendation of MrJGrey, now 'Earl Grey, 
made by him in 1794 — when in'his jplace in the' House of Coni- 
mons, he said — ' This Home will never reform itself or, destroy 
the corruption by which it is upheld, by any other means than those 
of the resolutions of the People actins upon the^ prudence of the 
House, and that point they could oiuy accomplish by meeting in 
bodies as recommended by the Minister (Pitt) in '1782.' 

• 

^* The tinde will probably not be long before 'the Electors' will 
be again called upon to exercise their franchise, and this they will 
assuredly db ashooest men: they 'will then set another' grand 
example before the country, by retuming'SiW Francis BtRDfiTit' 

and Mr. Hobbouse, as their Representatives' tb Parliaiiledt.' 

•'.■■■ . . . . -' . " 

" March l6, 1819." ' ' , ' 
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To the Three Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-One Electors 
of Westminster^ whoy in defiance of the menaces and the bribes 
of a despotic and corrupt Government; of a degenerate Nobility ; 
of the arms of Power ; of the Arts of a selfish^ basCf and usurps 
ing Faction ; dared to assert their Right to be Represented, by 
a Man freely chosen by themselves; and, in the worst Times of 
Treachery f Cowaf dice, and Submission, proved faithf id to the 
gloriom cause of Truth, Honour, and Liberty ! 



THE HOMAGE OP A FELLOW-LABOVUBR^ 



When Xerxes the banner of Asia unfurFdy 

To chain the last freemen then left in the world. 

Three hundred, alone, all his myriads defied, 

And the triumph was theirs, tho' they fe)l and they died, 

II. • 

Their glorious example still liv'd, to inspire 
Each bosom of Greece with the patriot fire; 
And the laurels that grjBW on Thermopylae's tomb 
Were crowns for her heroes of ages to come. 

III. 

Oh ! friends of your country, though numbers oppress. 
Yet time and occasion must bring you redress ; 
Recoil'd and collected, still closer adhere, 
And this.be the watch-word of all— persevere. 

ly. 

See power and corruption their forces unite, 

And courtiers and nobles press on to the fight ; 

Eacfi vassal who envies the free and the brav^ 

And longs all inankind, like himself, to enslave ! . . 

Each coward who shrinks from the frown of his Lord^ 
^Contentedly draws on the people his sword : 
Each rogue rushes on to extinguish your fame, 
And prove that puch virtue was only a nan^e !, / ; , / 
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tlie 8|>oil6rs of England so eag^r to k^p. 
For ever, each mite of their ilT-golten heap. 
Indignantly rttse all their voices to drown 
ThQ cry of a nation Uiat asks for its own! 

VII. 

Thosci tooy who impatiently wait for the hour 
That shall give them their portion of plunder and poVr, 
Their idle contentions a nioment forego, 
And turn all their arms on the popular foe. 

YIII. 

Vain all their endeavours with freemen to cope. 
For liberty leans on the Anchor of Hope ! 
No moon, not a star may illumine the sphere. 
But she looks where the day-break at last must appear* 

IX. 

The patriot may perish, the traitor niay fly. 

But her cause is immortal and never can die ! 

Late triumphs, but certain, her warriors shall croWn, 

Nor slaves, with their numbers, can trample them down: 

it. 

And wherefore, ye champions of Britain, despair 
For the fate of the battle when Burdett is there? 
His voice is your thunder. His arm is your host ; 
He has not retreated — then nothing is lost I 

XI. 

Behold your own Hero still manfully strive 
To keep the last spark of your freedom aliVe ! 
Though all should desert Him, undauntedly true 
To the station assigned Him by virtue and you. 

xir. 

There, there, like some column, tnajestic and grand^. 
Behold Him, ^midst ruins, in solitude stand t 
Time, tyrants, corruption — surviving, to shew 
Where the temple of freedom stood ages ago ! 

itm. 

Oh ! friends, ^Itiibn old Time shall have crumbled thig Jstohe 
Which tells that the first of our patriots is gone, 
When malice, and envy, and hatred, are not, 
And the lie and the liar, alike, are foiyot. 
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XIV. 

Our mmalk of Eoghtid may faitli&ny tdt . 
How Iwrdly He struggled, how long and liow we|l : 
How fearl^y aaw every ftiend drop away, 
And «tiil, m the face of the world, stood at bay ! 



XV. 

Yet where, tell me where, shall posterity find 
A portrait to show the fair form of His mind ? 
Tbit temper unruffled, that spirit so gay. 
Those wishes so kind, and so pleased to give w^y ! 

XVI. 

Those manners so siqiple, those feelings so strong,. 
That sense of the rig^t, and that horror of wrong ! 
That air unaffected, yet noble and free. 
Which, shows us what Englishmen were and sbould be. 

XVII. 

V 

With Him, then,; ye Freemen, to fight by your sid6— * 
With him for a Patron, a Friend, and a Guide^- 
Your virtuous career still pursue, undbmay'd. 
And know that your triumph is only delay'd ! 

XVIIl. 

For the day must arrive-^^vsee the Giant awakes! 
His chains are but rushes— ^the bondage he breaks ! * 
Once more the proud Eagle of England is young ; 
His plumage more brilliant, his pinion more strong. 

XIX. 

Oh ! vision of Glory ! the stru^le is o'er, 
And, free as the billows that circle her shore : 
The nation of nations, in majesty bright, 
expands all her charms, and displays all her might. 



Then, then, shall your country, exulting, declare. 
Who fought the good fight in the day of despair—* 
Her Westminster Patriots — her fitithful and few — 
And Fame weave her ever-green garlands for you. 
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The reader will have observed ^ reference to an intended petition 
to the House of CSomnions' against Mr. Lamb's ' return.— Tliat 
petition was presented by Sii' Francis Burdett dri the next day. It 
set forth that Mr. Lamb's retiirn had been procured .by die employ* 
ment of armM men, by bribery, by the • un€on8titttt\6nal influence 
of peers and peeresses, and by the partiality of the returning officer, 
particularly manifested in the disfranchisement of the Electors who 
had not paid their poor rates.. 

It was resolved to undertake this petition as usual by subscription, 
and accordingly lists wer6 left open for signatures. But it appeared 
that the Electors had been exhausted by tb^ expenses of two dections 
in nine months ; both to this cause, and to a distrust of the tribunal, 
must be attributed the resolution to abandon the petition. It 
should be mentioned that the violence had been already proved 
before a court of li(w to have proceeded from the hired partizans 
of the Whigs. Of the bribery, the Cpmmittee were, in {possession 
of undolitrod proofs, traceable to the imftiediate friends of Mr. Lamb, 
but as that gentleman was desired, to leave the room during any of 
the doubtfm ' transactions of' his Committee, it might perhaps have 
been difficult to prove the agency. The influence of peers was 
directly proved in (he mterfereiice of their agents, from whom certain 
written documents were transmitted to tlie Reformers. The disfran- 
chisement of the voters was of itself in the eyes of any impartial 
man a sufficient reason for doubting of the propriety of the return, 
and the Refornaers had it in tbehr power to show, that besides iieveral 
hundred Electors whose votes had been refused upon the pretext of 
non-payment of ^p rates, a niuch greater number had b^en deterred 
from appearing ^t the poll by the ' same decision of the High Bailiff. 
In spite, however, of these arguments, the Electors of Westminster 
despaired of procuring a fair hearing, and even had they been in 
possession of sufficient funds, it is pofssibie, tha]( itfter th^ decision 
against the Rochester Ref^rftiar^ tlfey might h^ve been induced to 
abandon so discouraging an 'attempt* 

In consequence of the petition being dropped, one of the Electors 
has prosecuted the High Bailiff for refusing his vote, and all the 
Electors must necessarily wait in great anxiety for the issue of thi^ 
suit. '.....'•,.,••. 
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'To aphoM die prilicipleft'of.Befonn^ which has been: the 
of c bur bves, ' we: shall h^re- inseHf a ccurroct account of our last 
Mnuat celebraticki (the 1^) on the ^rd of May,' ol .the Triumph 
of Weitiniiislery extracted from the Ghamj^ Stmday newapepar. 

^' The meeting- Waa highly respectable. . Between thiiee and. four 
bundred gentlemen' 'sat'cbwnt tb am 'excellent dinner ;. and the gal- 
lery Was crowded with ladies, eager^ no^doubt, to listen to the ora* 
tory, tO' which such an occasion seldom, fails to give rise. After the 
cloth was removed, the ifdlio wing toasts- were. giveni : , i! . 

" *'Thbbnly sotrrte of Eefeitiihatfe'* Power/ the Pebple.' '^^ 

"Tune — ^ Briians. strike home/ 

./' '. ThejRegent;. and m^y.be always reo^ember his owp declara* 
tion, tfaat the Qro^i^ is Jheld ia trii^ for ihe t^epeiit of the People ^ . 

'^'* May t'fie United Kingdoms; Iffe spec/dily enaWed to follow tlie 
example set . thfem* liy Westunri^t^f, ii[r t807> vi^r. to cfect their' own 
Representatives r ' ' ' * :^ » 

" tune^ Old inglandi\iot^^^^ be trm.\ ;", .' * . „ ... . \- 

"t Mr;; Adams* roae^) ;tjLe<!bad7ainapi^ to pi(Op98e,Jn i.tself; too 
intecestingtand'iinportant tb the;as9e«ibly to need a word of ^omv^i^it 
finoin.biai;' he •yir^d.n«>i^ .waste* iwiorda, bor^itbe timeof the com? 
pany in iitfroducing it ; tbey ^ust ;be«siire that he meant, ^ Sir Fran- 
cis BMrdett.^ This produced a burst of applause, in the midst of 
which 

f^Str-FiEiANGiS'Bu&D^KTT arose,. and spoke as follows: — 
^* Gentlenien,«^-rAt thie saiitetimie that I endeavour to make a due 
acknowledgment of your kindness, towards me, and jto repeat that 
whidi 1 have on so mady happy, occasions professed, and truly 
professed, my attachment to the Electors of Westminster, I shall 
also attempt to make a few observations on the. state of the 
icountry, and' particularly of your individual position,' such as the cir- 
cumstances which have transpired since Qur last . svmWer9^3^ may 
seem to require. Hie period is,short,biit it has, teemed witibtimpor- 
tant events^ * Nay even in. the: few weeks which have intervened syace 
our last.qiee(ing;in this room, truths^ bug and angrily denied, have 
at last beeii admitted, and admitjted with a willingness not to be exi- 
pected fik>m reluctant adTcrsaries* Much :as J may. be inclined no^ 
to renew t&agreeaMe- liecoUections, not to revive expiring animpsi- 
tifes, it is still incumbent upon. me to take some notice of the oppor 
sition experiemied by us> and by our cause, at the* last election; /.Yoa 
must be aware that I db not allude tb the hostility of ministers, an 
hostility foi" which the people, are Qlituf ally |;H*epare49>bi|t^otti will 
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jit fOMd raoDgme die f oefiag that >Jir«oti aie towwAi aaodw l|Odf 
of « politicMint, who oii|^l» suiebf, lo haivo boeo niiiged indier uppa 
oar side thab agaiast us, and who, h aaj it mdiofit fear of <;oiitrafBGf 
tioBCfon hy themselvet, have done their ehafactei^ ao iitepambie 
injury, by espousing an interest so manifestly opposed to public 
feeling. Gcntknaen, I fed myaetf oompelled to aUude to the cir- 
cmnsUHices of the hite aiectioo, Aot for the porpoaes of aoy aiigpf 
oonment on what is past, but cadaer a3 aa instnietioa for what is to 
come. Durii^ oar 'late etmggle, we witnessed aa t eHraordinarf 
coalition of inflncaocs, never I beBeae before ccmibined for any oIk 
ject either good ^r bad. Tl^s coMitioo, together with a recurrence 
to means which we would scorn to use, and which your purity has 
long taught you to despise, gave to our opponent a triumpn not cer* 
tainly to be lAtributed tilixet iko his own merits, or to "those of his 
party, or to those of the principles of which it was pretended ht 
was the advocate. During the contest yon wiU ceiaember that the 
Whigs etoutly denied the existeqoe of any siKch coalilioa^ The. usual 
fate of conspirators has awaited them ; they jhaue, within these few 
days, been openly chaiged with the coalition, even by those who are 
united with them, and they have been^denoooced by their allies ia 
that unnatoral confederacy. The Tories toU them, that they, the 
VHiigSj so for from enjoying any triumph upoo theMtnm of their 
eandMate, had been covered wMi opprobrium, aodhad reaped no^ 
thing but disgrace from dieir antinaeiy appeal to popular opimoa* 
The reidy nmde to this insinuation <by the Whig leader, waaadiraGt 
acknowledgment Kif that anion, wfaidi, ob thejhastiags, they atteily 
disclaimed ; but the Honorable Gentleman took care to proclaim 
that the public indignation was not ^lirected against the Whigs, but 
agmtet ifae Tories^ who had'^4aeumbered them wiih he^.^--^On 
tMsl confession I must take leave to observe, that whilst it xonvejs 
the manifest trudi as to the union of the itwo pasties against the 
people, it rarices an equally decisive oHstatemeat >as to the indivi? 
dubl trt>jectS'of public odiwa on the lale occasion. Th^y were not 
theTories,'orCooi>t pasty, who iaeensed the peopk«f Westminster { 
th^ only 'acted - as auxiliaries. Year foremost enemies, - the aim ^ 
all your indignant remonstrances, were the Whigs; weseilhoae whoai 
y^ r^ardcdesdesertentfrom yoarcaiap^and asapostaterfrom yoar 
cme. it is true that a: osgular ministonal candidate mast, in West« 
mmster, be the peculiar otgectef public hatred^ and with such 
fedings Sir M. jSfaxwell had doiditless to contend; ibat I do con- 
ceive it equally 'true that^ not even a repdar asinislsaidcandidale 
coaM have awakened > eueh senlsmeals of ,avevsioo «i were raised bf 
dienVhig9|4md 'OMnifestMl q[«nstithat party dofiag the hileatniggl^ 
Qhohopes (rf the •ekctorshad beeaiCKoited; their eeakNis eaertiona 
hitbe^prM cMse^ jRiMfmrf ifte^bm sieipt^ttboQl <o b^tynywaed 



./ 



96$ 

«nadier ndotft was it not natural tten, ibat wkM the Whigi 
anbxpeclMHy stept into tbt Md, and bora away a price which thqr 
hacT not Won, amlwhicb they could not wear; was it not natural, I 
say, tiiat the people should feel more disgust for their pretended 
fnendsy than for their declared and habitual enemies? Gentlemen^ 
after what has passed, aftek* the mutual elimination between the eon^ 
federates, after the teproadi of unpopularity cast by the Tories upon 
the Whigs, and the ungnrteAd depreoatbn of former assistance 
ihilowR out by the Whigs to faumlt the Tories, it is not I diink to be 
expected that we shall agun have to contend with a similar comln^ 
Iwtion. I feel eofeifident, that on the next ocoasion we shall not be 
hmred with an opponent making even the least pretence to liberal 
principles, but shall have to contend with a regular Court Candidate^ 
batted by the direct power of the Grown. Genthtnen, there is no 
dolibty that^ if any where, the people are strotig in Westminster; bat 
strcmg as they are, their enemies are also powerful. You will sgam 
have to contend with those enemies, armed with all the weapons of 
corrupdon. 

*' J9e not dismayed-^but be not too confident. Let the cmivio- 

tion of tbe great force uriiich will be arrayed against you, serve only 

to animate your xea}, and to fUsure your triumph. I repeat, tho 

Court Drill certainly on tbe next occasion, produce a candidate purely 

of its oWn chooiii^. My colleague has already done enoif h to do* 

serve tbe desertion of a great part of his former supporters ; for^ 

Gditlemeo, I must be candid, I must confess that aMiougb Mti 

Lamb carried his election in direct hostility to popular feeling; 

altliough he came into the House in a maimer which could reflect 

no credit upon bimself or bis fri^atods, sdll he has conducted himself 

rince his return, so as to merit the general approbation, and to rfiew 

that he entertidns aproper Sense of hn parliamentary duty ; so modi 

so, indeed, that I hope that when the great question, the only great 

and ihiportant queation-^Fariiamentary Reform, shall come to be 

dbcnssed, he wiQ not fail the most where he vriU be tbe most 

wanted. I may ndd, indeed, that all hop^ founded on the merits 

bf mere partj^ men^ of men u4io regularly enroH themselves undier t 

eensdenco^keeper, nre but the straws at wbidi •chowfling men wit} 

catch trith all the eagertiess of despair; and this remaric seems pecu^ 

liarfy applicable to the present forlorn condition of the isotmtay, 

wban almeat aH those who, by ifaw station in %he Icit^oim, might 

be sikpposed most concerned in its w^fere, have, as if by commoii 

consent, abandoned the internets of the state. It is, however, im^ 

pcirtanc to know that all 'tbe Whigs do not now plt>fessedly abandon 

Reform^ for when their leader 4be other ni^t watf dnu^ged 'vrith 

thb deseition^ he abiohitely domed the change. • This,' from a leading 

jndisidtal MieaBit tbem was oeosobtory; but t mnst stilt avdv^ 
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diat as a party 1 see no help io them ; I £ee that there is no promise 
of their attempting any measure of soHdandsahitary policy^— they 
are the rope of. sand-r-of fair and specious texture — good for show 
incapable of service — they, can hold nothing togetheri— diey.cao 
lift no weight— the country looks at them without confidenoe, and 
res^s those hopes : which ; experience has . proved so fallaciousi. 
How stiange is it, Gentlemen, jthat.the farty cannot see, that if 
they were onoe more .connect^ .with the peopk — if .they reposed 
upon fidr grouiid of public esteem without doors, and acted on ho- 
nest principles q/ disinterested unio» within the doors of Parliament, 
Uiey could, in all human probability,* be still capable of useful. exer* 
tion, and make even the name of piurty, perhaps, somewhat re^>ect- 
able* At present, however, whatever contention there may exist 
amongst public men, it is,.if not pernicious, at least altogether useless, 
and of no. effect. : Let me ask you. Gentlemen, whether our parlia* 
mentary politicians, can now be said to add .any thing to, the aggre- 
gate wisdom of the. nation. The House of Commons is certainly 
rather the land of promise than the region of discovery* Theve it 
is that' truth places, her last footsteps ; and the light, if it ever pene- 
trate, comes only wlien it has long illumined every other quarter of 
the empire^ We have bad committees and inquiries, and laborious 
investii^tiona of every kind,<— and. for what? For ..the /decision of 
tmisms. which men of vulgar but unbiassed understandittg have de* 
fcidfsd many years -ago. ,And yet every portion of the country, .all 
cIlMs^ pf 'Soci^ly,. still continue to look to what they call .the State 
for consolation and for amendment. Ireland hiss lately revived those 
hopfes which Ji^ve been a hundred times defeated; she. has again 
lifted her imploring eyes, towards ParJiament for a redress of those 
grictvaoc^s which m-e imposed by i^ranny,vand which maxims: of 
fl^t^; equally odious and absurd, which hypojcrisy. Jong detected, 
but nevertheless practised, would still endeavour to perpetuate. 
Her voice has. again been raised, and: raised in vain. Scotlaiid.also, 
vikfh has ,lo|)g gronned in. secret,, has at i last aspired to s^k a remedy 
for the evils o( her rmnous JBurgh sij^stem, which is bub the epitome 
of our own uqhq)py condition, as it sutneots .her- to the control of 
8df-€^^d ipagistrales, against whom mere is do appeal on behalf 
of those, who have. been robbed of t^eir ri^ts. The Scotch buigh- 
era, like ourselves, are taxc4 by diose whom they do not appoint to 
tax them; the Scoti^h burgbens, like < ourselves, see .their substanoe 
unjustly wrung from them, -and .then wasted in profligste expenditure 
of no earthly bene^t .to the commonify. '. They natural^ wish, to 
h^e aome. share in the appointment of /those who are. to exerdse.thia 
jdiscretionai^, ppwer. They came to parfiameiit, and a late, vole 
has nuide ^th^ flutter .themselves !with, aome.hop^ of success. Bat 
X diffiec with o|ur ^ends pi the North in,this.€txpBctatio«; J fisar it 
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Will not be so easy 'as they iSoLivkj far north ashhey i?om^/ to cajdie 
coyrdptioiiy'to hobdwink despotism^ to st^al a mdrch upon the vigN 
lanci^ of selfishness. ' I' ftiiist; inde^/ be allowed to observe; that I 
do' not think th^r procei^ditigs qaite* justifiable in fiiirness^ and I feel 
fure that they are not defensible in policy. They have no sci^files 
as to the justice with which they demand reform forthemsielves^but 
they take care to deny s(ny participation in the general wish for the 
same b^ndfit which' is so loudly proclaimed by their English neigh- 
bours—they go to a Boroughmoriger parliament to purify thieir own 
Boroughs ; and, at the same tinier they affik terms of scorn and re-^. 
probation to the petitions ivbich the English people have preistented 
agtiinst a similar usurpation^ Now, I can tell these gentlemen, tba^ 
the ^arliametit'no more dares emtincipaCe them from their Borough' 
^rants^ than if dares emancipate us from our Borough proprietors.-^ 
It ttd more d^es to )give the Scotch people a share in the manage-* 
ment of their oWn affairs, than it 'dares to give the English peo{rfe a 
share in the control of theirs; itdareb no more appeal^ to the voieei 
of the bation'oii the north of the' Tweed than it dares appeal to'tfae^ 
voi^e* of the nationf on the south Of the Tweedv I>r me then 
be all6\Ved 'to recommend to our fellow-subjects; Irish, StoWhy 
and English, to feel that 'their interests are ciommon, and' thatf 
when any' of ' th6m seek * for* partid benefits * for ^ thebsdVes td 
the/ eitclusion of others^ they not only will gaitinodiitig '{6t them-' 
selves, but,! on ^ the contrary', only favour the deiiisibn^' and ^betra^ 
the mutual cause of alll I am aWare that compljtikiut hiis 1>^en*ttistde^ 
of mb;' as if I were not Willing to tid our= Scotch* friends inUhevr de-^ 
mdnd ; but I will'ndw confdss thereal triith^klid not, ad I before 
said, feel 'any confidences in their taking' corruption' by snrprbe'; • bul^ 
I was 'still vnlling thkt' they should make the attempt^ their own' way;' 
and f(irthis'pur|^ose I decUtied all open interference; In other words/ 
I Should toot' spoil spbrt; I would not' be a Marplot; I Was ^rtainT 
that if 'I^had spoken on thesuUect/ I might have done'tnidchief by 
too liberal an' explanation, andii felt equaUy confident; that, had the 
prdject failed, the whole misfortune would have been' chained ^upon^ 
me. It is not true, however, that I'did not sup^^ort the^meiasafe^ 
I did suppbrt it, I supported it as I Will any plan of reform, b^aufte 
I think the recognition of the principle cdnnot fail of produi^ing u 
public good. As to my opinion^ on Reforip, I trust they are *wett 
known. I still think that the Resolutions which I mov^ in the* last 
isession of the 'last parliament, would conipletely effect the 6nd in 
view'; I M^ould certainly wish to extend the suffrage to every nwiltf. of 
21 years of sound mind and good conduct. As to the ddr^on of 
parliaments, I cannot say that I see any thiiig indisp<e«S8iiUei in 
th^^ period of ' uinuar parliaments; and I' am quite sure; that> his^ 
toridiUy^ a year cannot be said to be'&e precise dunition> of thd^ 
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B^irfi House of Coomioiis. In the beet ^lon^ of our latUn, 
pamonents indeed were coovened orach oftener than once a JfefTf 
i|ndy I b^sUeve, that on one occasion, they were convened five tidies 
In pne year. Although I do indeed think that the period of 4 yW 
18 a verjr natural one to assign £or their limitation. At the end of 
9 year, it is usual for most men to look into their accounts, to call 
in thra* debts, and to provide for the demands of the next twelve 
OMMiths* In the same way the members of annual parliaments, 
having examined into the national aflTaini, might be dismisiied at the 
conclusion of the business for whidb they were called together ; nor 
do I understand what necessi^ there can be for reassemblii^ the 
same individual membess at this period, any more than there was 
in those aucient tiipes, from which we have derived the best parts 
of our institutions. If, however, this, my o{>inioii, should not be 
the ooiaion of all, and I know k is not, 1 still see no, reason for 
dissension amo^gst ourselves. For my own part, I should be glad 
to see carried into effect, as qumy dcmpees of Reform, as, the va- 
rious professors of that prinqple wouU, ,on the whole, agree mu- 
tually to support If something <were done in parliament, I feel 
certain that it would be 00 diflBculf mutter to pve such a conustency 
to the general wishes andopinions of the people as would make the 
measure a truly national measure : and although the pl^n proposed 
mighl jnot oome up to my jpotions of what would be beat to be 
doaa, it would suray not be so (totally remote from th^i^^notioiv as 
ibe pnsseBt system of corruption and pppressioQ. I have uot 
bpauf^t the question of Reform before me -presept parliament^ 
because 1 see the present parliament diffeis in no essential point 
from: the iMt* We aU know the hopes ccjpeatedly expressed, ,iuiat a 

Er House of Commons will do what ihe old Hfouse of Commons 
)nol do. These bopes are the hopes of ^veiy new parliament ; 
Ihey are hopes as rqgularly disq>pointed as they are foolishly ex- 
eiled. In the present mstapoe, the mass of me^ibers, if not^e 
satn^ fve of the isame.kin^, as sat ip the House when I movisd my 
fasoiiitions. I should trust that the Whigs themselves are by Ibis 
time convinced that their sqplepdid expectations, pronounced with 
such poniD and precision, are not about to be reahsed; I trust they 
see thet tbe system is just the same as before; that it is equally 
wietched end unmanegeable, >and can only.be .cormcted bjr a totsl 
B^foiinf They. must by this time be conscious that the insjgiu- 
licenoe into which they have sunk, must.be traced to their attea4>ts 
to uphold the imperfaqtious of this .shattered sgrstem. The qmip- 
tonss <of deoiv are Vfovf too obvious to be mistaken ; jp ojbvioMs iis 
to fiMe tfuths rfrom die mouths lof .those in whom thej are alto- 
gather liporteutous. JMjr Lord .Grenville^ much to.hps credit, has 
ktely )nssde iuae of rei^pressionsi which» if .)hfgr4wd fiiUeni Aim me 
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Ene Htdd t^Ile'ag0| WOuU bnv^ been judged almost treasonable, 
e has told us that thcf Bauk buhble is about to bursty Gentle- 
itteiif it .IS singular to observe bow this great question has been 
iHreated; for my own part» I vm consdoui that a^y attempt, to 
iieduce the quamtky of circuktion, whatever may be its intrinsic 
worthy must be produCtiye. of grievofis injustice, as it will leave the 
nominal amount of the taxes to be collected in full at the same 
time thai the real value ai those taxes roust be much augmented* 
Bm the Reports of .the two Committees have proposed to remedy 
this evil by a gradual recurrence to cash payments. Thus one f9y^ 
meot is .to take place iti mne months; another is to follow at an 
equally sajpiciout and wdl qppoinled peHod,, and at last a jut^ment 
ia to be fomiied as to the best time for resuming cash payments alto* 
gether. Of this remedy we may at least say that it is a long nnd 
painful operation which is proposed, and that it is possible the 
patient may die whilst the doctors are prescribing for his dis- 
ease. Like quacks, bur doctors have, I think, mistaken the 
symptoms for the disease itself, they have not seen that the 
symptoms are generally the means which nature adopts for her 
own alleviation. Like quacks, they have hastily and officiously 
repelled those symptoms; the^ have driven in the icbmplaint, 
and the patient will pnobably me. Solitary measures, partiat re*^ 
m^ldres have been tr^ too to^g; «iotbii% remains iMit a bold 
attack up<m the root of the whde evil; noAit^ Temstms IM % 
cordial union amongst aU the friends of freedom in suppoit tK tbitt 
OMHse which has been die sonree of my cooneodon with the 4>eople 
of Westminster ; which I have always advocated, and whick I ^iU 
advoci^ 4o the last 4af of .my existence. It was amoQgg^ you. 
Gentlemen, that the cause first took root and sprung im into public 
mw ; but it has gradually dispersed itself .over the w!io1e empire, 
and will, in due season, bring to the whole empire entire and effedtoal 
k'elief. Gefidemen, I cordially congratulate ^ou on ydttr ^eiflbrts, 
both those made by die great body df Rcfformers, and also yotir 
individual exertions. Vfe of the commonalty are not so totally 
farlom, so desiituto of afl weapons of self-ddence as is geoerally 
inpposed. In a verf recent controversy between ^a noble Losd, liOitl 
SMmne^ and^one of the Swinish mulutude, his Lordship,.! ihiak^ 
haaigot, to say the least of it, as good as he (brought. l!he^'Re|% 
lo Lord Brskine^ Defence of the Whigs," mu«t>have shown him that 
41% Ptebeians make occasionally sdime intreDcfamenls upon the cent*- 
men dhriaion of hunan qnalitieB^ which |[ives the Aristooracy all ithe 
^mdom, and leaves m all <he honesty for our paltry^share* His 
iiordship seemed to think so: for ha forthwith stepped £»mard 4 
^eeond time tor hia pwty, and produced a rejoinder to his Defenoe;!; 
wasin^J#m4brtimate for tbeeaartioA of our poor hmeBl lcapa^ 
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cities than his first pamphlet; for the Rejcnnder bus, « I observe^ 
produced a second Plebeian effort, which is equally creditable to «ls 
of inferior rank. Gentlemen^ lavish much to recommend this vpoA 
to your perusal ; it is called a * Defence of the People;' and I can 
assure you that, in my judgment, it defends you Well ; so much so, 
indeed, that from this and other speclniens, I am led to fancy that 
if by some monstrous accident you should be' left to the maDag(&- 
ment of your own affairs, you would have no reason 4o deapmiv. 
As for myself, Gendemen, be assured ' that yoii may always count 
upon me. Whatever power, invany way, Lmay possess, sball-be 
devoted to you and to y^ur cau6e, 46 that cause which I have 
hitherto maintained, under all disadtqntages, and which neither 
sneers, nor threats^ nor cahimnies, will tempt me even for aninstfliit 
to deserti '' - ' •'. " •'•'''• 

* For I am anpaed 80 strong ia honesty / 
That tbe'y pass by me like the idle wind 
Which I regard not.' ' . *^ - 

" Tune-r-' Whikt happy in my native land* 

" Sir F. BuRDETT, in rising to' propose the health of their late 
gallant Representative, expressed a^ ardent wish that he might soon 
return, amongst thepi, to the confusion pf his enepies/ and the 
triumph of ^e cause , of Lijberty. ! In accordance wUh tha^ feeling 
he* would give— . 

^' * Lord Cochrane, and speedy success to the cliusei /of Frejedonp 
m South America.' : t i I . '. . > 

" Song—' Peruvians, wake to gh¥y/^Mr. Murphy.) 

'^ ' J. C. Hobhouse, Esq. and the SiBGl Electors who supported 
him at the late Election? ' ' ' 

[The niimbeip of , those .whp voted for Hr^ Hobhouse was given 
wrong by th^ elector, w)io, read tl^e. toast. To which. Mr. Hob- 
mo use. alluded \vhen be (bus ^dr^s^d t^e /conipany,} / 

'^ Gentlemen, — Although tbe.wfwthy Elector, who.has.just.riBad 
the toast to you, has forgotten the number of those, who .honoured 
me with their suffrages, yoii may depend;, upon it I.nev^..$ha]L. 
The personal distinction .intended forme by your kindness,, was. fully 
appreciated by me; "but I wilL frankly con£eas,rthatt I aih^.if<posaib^ 
still more 'grateful when.l find,, that after our coai^exioD:.haa>o^asec^ 
you are pleased to insert my tname amoiiigst the.;r«icocds.o£;this.l)rir 
umphant day*. B.elieve me,. Gentlfem^n, !such ^flattering mticw is not 
lost upon me-T-if it beaTewardfor any snoalliexerfiQna^whidaii.may 
have made in the cause of . Itbertyvit, sbaU,ala9)iyou mdy. bfijafeisured^ 
bc; an inciteinent .to fresh* endeavpurfl; il. trusti; tjiat at ! aiL timea^nljr 
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only akn will be the real good ^nd permanent happiness of my fel* 
low-countrym^;,aDd I am quite sure, that I shall never seek for 
any other rec^mpence than their applause. It has long beeii a 
saying, transplanted J know not why, from despotic monarchies to 
this country, that the king is the fountain of honor — and so he may 
be of that honor which is roistered in the history, not of our glories, 
but of our grievances-HQot.in the annals of the nation, but in the 
calendar of the court. He may be the fountain of that honour 
vhich shines, like the impartial sun, upon the just and the unjust, 
and which prompts us not unfrequently to throw off that mantle of 
yirtoe which we have wrapt resolutely round us during all the hardest 
atprms of adversity. The king may be the source of. that honor 
which the absolute sovereign bestows to dignify his slave, and which, 
in less happy regions, serves like the jingHng of the bells and the flapping 
of gaudy traces to encourage the laborious duties of servitude. But 
tJhe honor to which a free-born Englishmen (for, my fellow-citizens, 
we were bora free, though we may not die free) the honor to which 
be should aspire is far different. It tends towards another course— * 
it springs from another fountain-*-from that pure and sparkling foun- 
tain which, as you have well designated it, is the only source of 1e- 
gitiinate power — the People* They only can fairly understand, they 
^nly <:an fully reward that species of merit which, in a free stale, is 
the most distinguished merit — ^a perseverance in the behalf of the 
people against the encroachments of power. The reward, indeed,* 
which the people have it in their power to bestow, is no less simple 
than it is honorable. It has no intrinsic value independent of the 
giver and of the occasion. They have nothing but their praise ; but 
this praise is the most glorious as well as the most pure — ^it is not 
the golden crown which the enslaved provinces decreed to their 
Romfin cqnquerors— it is the oaken wreath, given by a freeman to a 
freeman, for having saved a citizen-^Gentlemen, to obtain this 
praise, it is my settled purpose to. devote my life; and I know not 
where I can bring myself to the test more surely than here in West-^ 
minster ; for your applauses as well as your disapprobation, find res- 
ponsive sentiofents throughout the empire. . This object, thougliso 
noble, and that which in ancient times served alone, to animate the 
patriot to every virtuous, to every painful endeavour ; this aim which 
prompted th^ chief spirits that have ennobled our nature to endure 
all labour, to despise all shame ; to bear bondage with patience, to 
submit to death with cheerfulness ; this glorious aim and reward, it 
is the .fashion and the vice of this age openly to set at nought. 
£very puny whipster — every courtly sycophant, who willingly parses 
a. whole life oi sneaking subserviency to obtain a smtie from some 
great lady, or a nod from some great man, manfully declares his 
contempt for popular favor; whilst the more sapient pohtician 
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makes it kk boast, not only that he never cbbmei, bat that h^ncrier 
deaerved the applauses, of the giddy multitude. If be aspfrestoft 
aiche in the temple of Fame, it is in that temple of which the chiaf 
priestess is the poetic justice of the Dunciad — in Aat temple 

* Where in nice bBlanee truth with gold she weight) 
^ ^<l,soli4 pn4<Uiig agpinyt. empty ptaiie*'. 

. <' Thus, Gendemen, itseem^.dwt I doootproposefov mjaaifstt 
career in which I shall have many competiton, sHiee the leadiiip 
diaractera of the day are kind, enouf^ to teii- yoit that th^ da nor 
direct thein actions to wands any oC the vulgar ends-of populi^ty^ andb 
that they willingly leaie open^tfae people's highway^ for such as ma/ 
^till foolishly condescend to trudge in that old, beaten, wera-ouli 
track. . It was, X presume^ some such magnanimoua feelings (half 
made the leader of opposition a (ew days* ago, when he* nttde> k 
motion in order U>. put his friends in the seals ofi tht> pfesenfr miu ia* 
tarsi round^; declare^ that his plan of conciliating the affections of 
the people was ' n^t by am mbiervieney to papubir clamaury, or 
indulging in idle 8chemmqfwionary>ana4mjnfacti€4bk Aeform*^ 
Gentbmen, this is sufficiently canmd and contemptuous. It is* aft 
much as to say that your clamour, that is^ your cries^ are'raised 
whea you are not hurtr^^hat tfa^ meam nothing, and therefore 
abouldaffisct nobody*-— Indeed these naturalleaders of ouns, er> to 
use a metaphor lately applied by Loid- Brskine^ tbeae natural* phy^ 
sicians^ who are so. kind now and then as- to watch the progress- o^ 
our insanity, wiU not idiow us to have any feeling; tbey remind mftt 
of the surgeon who was angry with the man whose tooth he: wus* 
pulling out for saying he was hurt. ' Zounds> sir !' said the doctor, 
'il'm.of the profession; don't you. think* I know when Ihartyott 
better; than yoa do.?' Tlius, Gentlemen, it is with our great poK^ 
tioians ; the^ m-e of the prqfesnon^ you are nothing but patients-; youi 
do not know even when you^are really- in^ pain; you may cry out as 
fliuoh aa yon please, but your opposition doctor cares no niore for 
the crying* out than the reguhr. doctor*-^^ No/ saje he, with noble 
dignity,. ' I.do not judge by vulgar qraiptoms, t shallcure you my 
own way.; you cry out iu' the wrong-place^ but your cries are* no- 
thing to me, I will not' be subsemtet to* popular damour.' In 
is, however, something gained, that the poUticiaos^ who wish to form- 
a new administration^ do own that something should be done,, 
tboiigh. in their own way, for * conciliating the> affections- of the* 
people/ and, it is to be hoped^ that atno very distant period oftime 
tbe.samev'individuak will diseover that there is o9dy one tvoy by* 

.'.<.. ' • • '. 

« M^Tieraey^ SpeechoD the Statetyf the-IteiMi. 
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y^itAt abe aflS^timid oF tfa^ pedipl« eanf be c<»ii6iliftted, and that is by 
otir statesmen becoming^ HnhnejhnietkX to the popnlar datnour;' or, 
itf c^thier words, by obeying dke genei^l voice, by likening to the 
load ^ries of the people thai call for Reformi Gehtl^men, every 
system of government by different persons and set^ of men has al« 
Midy been tried ; vre have faatd statesmen froti& tbs ri^t in power^ 
^d statesmen from the left iA power ; but what has been the con- 
sequences ? Ministry hais sncit^eeded ministry ; parliament has come 
after patlrament ; stiH no cori'^cliod — still titf amendment— error has 
firiiltiplied npoki tittity vttA ftMteUd of acquiring any positive merity 
be has been the b^^t ilban Who has; committed the fewest biuAders. 
At last we are c6tee td sUeb a pstos, rttat oar governors ar^ aeknow* 
kdged to be the iA6St despised men iti^ flie nation* We might think 
we lived in TiiTrkey, wh^i^e they always give the wait to att ideot ; oi^ 
wis might iihagine on^s^hres ^0 be RuDsiatt bo6rs condemned to lose 
aU our anibietot baMtSy and/ >lvh^n we diate some little struggle to 
saivie our beak-db, o6%^d nbt only to' bb shaved, bnt to be shaved aa 
(he Cisar Peter ohfered his i^fractory subject? to be shaved, with a 
htam razor; (ot surefy it wdiiM be difficult to fiild a mofb dull- 
^<%ed toot Ham hh Majlis ehaneeH6# of the Eitche<j[o6r; be 
^b^ips' ns of every diing, hot that he does so clumsily, itm our skin 
comes off With dtn^ cldthe^. Pi^haps, dVett, G^ttemett, it aMy 6^ 
ad' WeH to I'Miir Mw 16 thos^ ^ whbbi M^e nfiust recnr at lait — 
namely, to tlie Psbi^t^ «rit£MSti:x.t£s; They have hitherto been 
totaHy exchidi^d from this mahagembnir and the control over theii^ 
own affairs. It is the nniVendal cry against such an experiment, that 
<he people ar^ incapable. At tbs least they are no worse than thetf 
betters, Wh6 have b^n pr&ded t& h& what we are only $aid to be: 
With reipeet tb them, it ifef no mutter of speculation : it is a mratter 
of i^ord thaV they d^ doMthHtig. At last all conlklenee hatr been 
exhausted, and it is' i^tt' tbttt Al Who= have hitherto attempted tb 
rule have proceeded upon sbttie mistaken principle, the mixture of 
w^ch in aH* their operatijpns> bad cherished, instead of redressing the 
^Vib of wbidh We complain. It id the fashion of the day to cAH tMe 
p^^\e *' wild and vi»onayy;' but to my miAd' the madmen of the 
dSay at^ thbs^ w<k> will nbt snAsir tfaeihsdves to be taught by dvi 
gi^t tieach^r, tiine ; who, wh<ftn tUey si^e thef deeeption, still favor 
th^ dedeit;' wtto*, in spite of eitperie^ce, in defiance of the Cried of 
th^ir companions, And of the waitings of their* own eon^eiente, still 
pursuef die' dame fatai Career whidh' has ali^adif led them to the verg^ 
at diistruetion. Fishntiry ! th^ people vl^slonary ? No ! the people 
tikfnt dee things as' t6ey are. And mark from whence the accusatiOil 
comes; It conies from those very statesman who live as< it were^ iil 
at world of delusion ; all arOund theni is unreal ; here they bah^e the 
l^iiltitom of pttUtc credit ; there they arel)eset \f itb ten thousand iegcfl 
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fictions ; Qo oOe side they fancy tbey behold virtue^ strengtb, capAcit^r^ 
and (mtriotism presiding at the helm of state : and, more, extraordi- 
nary still, there they gaze with credulous . complacency on that 
shadow of' a shade^ the mock representation of the people. If we 
are wild and visionary, we do at least place our confidence in some* 
thing which has not hitherto been proved to be ineffectual ; but our 
veteran statesmen still wish to prolong a dream which they have f^r 
years, felt to be so painful, and whidi seems likely to end in tb^ 
sleep of death. Thoise whose incapacity is recorded, who have nevjer 
made an effort that has not ended in their own confusion, ought to be 
in truth candid enough to refrain from arguiqg againsf your interference, 
as if you had^ equally with themselves, been tried in the balance and 
found Wanting^. 3ut the same objections are always found againsjC 
that plan which is the only plan now remaining to be tried, and 
rather than attempt to infuse any portion of democratic spirit into 
our decayed institutions, our great men are still reduced to try over 
again all the old nostrums which have not only failed to cure, but 
have by. common consent been allowed to cherish the disease:; they 
are still resolved to hug to their arms that loathsome, .putrid, scarce 
animated mass of corruption, and, against the eyidence of their 
senses, pretend to fancy, and dare to call it, that once fair and ^ 
blooming mistress of our hearts, the Britisb Constitution. 

'^ GeQtlemen,-^-we cannot conceal from ourselves, that at no time 
did such a resolution against reform of parliament prevail in parlia- 
ment, as at the present moment. It was, indeed, some consolation 
to hear the' leader of opposition exclaim the other day, that ' he was 
as much for Reform as ever;' a declaration, however, which it must 
be observed, was elicited from him by a remark from your worthy 
Representative.. But what is this solitary confession of the party 
leader, if he cannot, and he owned he could not, carry his party 
along with him ; whatever may be the inclina^n oif the leader, it is 
clear that the great art of parliamentary tactics now is to alffix the 
odium of an inclination for Reform upon whatever measure it is the 
object to hold up to detestation : and the whole art of the opponent 
party seems directed to ward off the damnable suspicion. Thb 
feeling has proceeded at last to so ridiculous a length,, that althoiq^h 
the honorable House is, historically, the oldest strumpiet in Christen- 
dom, and like Quartilla in Petronius, cannot even recollect when 
she was a maid, yet by a sort of tacit consent the slightest imputa- 
tion on her virgin purity is become a blasphemy worse than all the 
seven deadly sins ; and there are actually two or three parliamentary 
bullies ready almost to knock any one down who dares to sully, the 
fair fame and credit of the House. And yet in spite of all this dis- 
creet ei^terior, in spite of every attempt to keep up the far^e, the 
House is as well known as if the Society for the Suppressioii.of 
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Vice had hung up a lanthorn at the door; and this wilful blindness id 
but a copy of the wisdom of the ostrich^ who thrusts his head in the 
sand^ and then boldly exposing. his tail, diinks nobody can see him 
because he cannot see himself. But we do see him, we do see 
what Mr. Burke called ' the shameful part of the Constitution/ and 
the only difference made by all this farcical pretension to virtue, is, 
that the abettors of corruption are not only hated as traitors, but 
laughed at as^hypocrites. The more the resolution against Reform 
prevails in the House, the more surely will the determination to 
have Reform prevail out of the House. The more decided the 
combination against the people, the more resolute and strict should 
be the union of the people. We should recollect that selfishness 
gives a principle of adherence to our adversaries. 

• ' Devil with devil dainn'd 

^ Strong concord holds;' 

whereas we are, as it were, to use a phrase of our worthy Chairi> 
man, * a rope of sand,' which cannot hold together without a re? 
peated recturence to the cqment of patriotism and public principle. 
And here, in exhorting you to unanimity, let me remark upon a 
pamphlet I. hold in my hand, which contains absolute false state- 
ments, originating, no doubt, from some extraordinary misconcep- 
tion, and by which I am enabled to see that the worthy Major 
Oartwright still resolves to keep open our wounds. If there be any 
one here who has the ear of that Gentleman, 1 hope he will tell the 
Major that he does infinite mischief to the cause, and no little in- 
jury to his own character. As for his animadversions upon myself, 
I can appeal to all Westminster whether the charge of disuniting the 
Reformers can be applicable to me. I can ask any man whether or not 
I was not for three months the sole Reform candidate labouring in com- 
mon with my fellow citizens, to drive the Ministerial candidate from 
the field. I can appeal to all Westminster whether at the nominatioaon 
the I7th of November in this room, there was the slightest movement 
made which would make me suppose the Major would be put for- 
ward ; and yet several of his friends werp present, and two of them, 
iis 1 understand, aciquiesced in my uoipination, and promised, on^ 
on the spot, and another afterwards in writing, their co-operation. 
The first intimation I received of the intention of the Major's friends, 
was by an invitation from the Black Dwarf, to piircbase itpii^pr- 
taltty at an easy rate, and to remove the crown then imagine,^ tQ b^ 
upon my brows to those of the Major. My correspondent forgot 
that 1 could not transfer your suffrages from one to aqother, and 
that such an attempt on my part, merely upon his recommendation, 
would have covered me wi^ pQufusipn and ridj^sule, Besides whi^ h^ 
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it would bave been of' no earthly use ; for, uhfit tbe doitj^je mpex^ 
ment, no man can now be mad enough to aay that any iiecomm^ciii<^ 
tton whatever woald haiw made the Major member for Westminfiter* 
And here. Gentlemen! allow me most sincerely to express my re«- 
grets that I riiould have been the occasion, tbe iimociQKit ocqision pf 
drawing down obloijuy and abuse upon ' the iH^Ueet man th# ever 
lived in tbe tide of times/ I trust that I have no feetingiB of pjettf 
selfish amhitiou, which would reconcile me to having given ri$e tp 
such attacks upon your Representative, merely because the same 
opportunity gave me so flattering a testimony of the jregard of the 
Electors of Westminster. Gentlemen, you wiJU al} do me ihe credit 
to allow that durii^ the Election, assailed as £ was on all sides, and 
without any support, except that of him who indeed stood me in the 
place of all others, I never uttered a disrespectful word of Major 
Cartwright. Indeed I acted towards him as Dennis Brulgruddery 
behaved towards bis wife. It did not become me to say any thing 
bad of him, and I could not say any thing good of him on that in- 
dividual occasion, without telling a falsehood. But the truth n to 
foe told, and since he presses me to tell it, I must say that ther^ are 
many statements in this pamphlet which, from my peiBonal hnowr 
ledge, I can assert to be unfounded, and deduced from a preaiuip<- 
tion not warranted by fact. As the Major is not here, I'wiU ttendj 
content myself with saying, that as to the supposed contrivance of 
my nominatioi^ by ^r Francis Burdett, your worthy Representativie 
did not know that I was to be proposed imtii eight o'dock of the verjf 
morning of the nomination. I could assert from my own knowlec^e, 
as far as one man may presume to know another, how totally misr 
taken the Major is in supposing that there was originally, before tba 
Election in 18 IB, the slightest disinclination on the part of Sir 
Francis against his being brought forward. B|it Sir Fnmeis has 
told you this himself, and as the Major still aeems inclined to doubt 
his attestation, of course he will pay no regard to mine. 

^ GAitlemen — I am truly grieved to see that the Mi^or should 
appear to faocy that the whole success of the great cause in ^\ch 
we are engaged should depend upon the choice of any indiuidmd wk 
member for lYestminster ; and I do think he would oansujt his 
own dignity better if he discontinued to hint that he believes dial 
in^vidual to foe himself. Thank God, your cause depends upon no 
single man, and even if your worthy Representalive were to be sndr 
denly snatched away froiki you, your foitter regrets would not pre^ 
vent you from seeing that the same principle which has animated 
bim would still survive him, and find advocates, not so able, indeed^ 
but perhaps equally persevering. Gentlefnen, I would here clostf 
this unpleasant topic, und dbmiss it for ever, were it not necessaqi 
^at i should express iny siirprise that tile anchor d this paopidet 
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jbotdd give his sanction to ^e cry raised agiaipst :ti|ie as not l»mfig 
suffiqently explicit asto; my opioi^nB on Reforip... I was too^^4> 
pliqit^— ^y declaiation^ Mihick I needed not ^o,hi|ve made, furnished 
my adversaries with arms against me, which, if I had only said, in 
general terms that I was for Radical Reforoii , they never could have 
been able to find. Oiie oonsolatioh t have, that whereas my oppo- 
nents at the beginning of the Election asserted I wished to curtail 
the suffi^e-^So, at the end of the Election they said I was for 
Universal SufFiriige. That declaration laid down; no absolMte plan, 
nor do I leara th^t the Elector^ of Westminster ever wished nie u>, 
g^ve any pledge, exqept of agreeing with them as to the paramount 
importance of Reform.^ This remark brings me back to that greatt 
question, when shall we have a Reform? , That which Lord Grey 
foretold in 1794, has unfortunately been proved by the experience 
of three and twenty years. ' The Home of Commons will nevit. 
reform iuelf^ When then shall we have a Reform ? I will answer, 
from a phrase .used by the same nobletnan in 1793. WhenihA 
peppLe resolve for themselves there shall be a rrform. The Hous^ 
of Commons is at this present, moment the only associated body 
pretending to represent the interests of others, that holds no sort of 
communion, or has no kind of sympathy with its presumed consti-- 
tiients. The Bank Directors act for and refer to the Bank stock-: 
bolderi^. Every petty company appeals to and is directed by tho 
persons for whose benefit they act ; but the Commons Hous^ sita 
alpne and apart— it has no sympathy-^— no connnunioii with th^ 
commons — It is a body acting for and referring to itself solely — it 
appeals to no tribunal — when it conducts itself in conformity tb the 
national feeling it is a mere coincidence, not a consequence ) but it 
most usually proceeds \i?ith an avowed scorn and contempt of the 
general inclinations of the people. Gentlemen! — Mr. Fox pror 
claimed in 1798, that ^is government by King^ Lord^, and Com' 
mons, is a government in which the power of the people is nothing. 
Are times mended ? Are the people stronger now . than they were 
then If They are not. The usurpation has heen. strengtheried — 
there is no such thing as a national representation — where we wouldf 
look for a national representation we find nothing but a national 
grievance. And who are they that thus lord it over us — is it the> 
King whom we have sworn to obey ? no : they are those who have^ 
sworn to obey us. The tyranny under which we govern is the worstr 
and most disgraceful in its nature : it is the tyranny of the servants 
ovef the master — ^for. Gentlemen! your representatives should he> 
your servants— diey should glory in the title. But how is the case- 
now f we bear our statesmen proud of calling themselves the s^^ 
¥ants of the crown, the servants of a single individual i but they 
disdain all dependence upon a .great and glofious pation,^ whose ii)r; 
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ferests it should be not only their duty but their pride to proQiote, 
But we are their masters, and they shall .find it so. . The day will 
come when we shall break their unnatural bondage with te much 
ease 

*A» Sampf OD bis green withes.' 

And let us, in the mean time, recollect in all our petitions,, the 
words of the same great man, whose patriotism was as sublime as 
his poetry, that * a petition from the people is not the asking of a 
favor but the demanding of a due/ Nor does the day now seem 
far distant — the bloated carcase, whose enormous size has filled a 
space which no healthy body could occupy, seems about to burst — 
the system is dissolving, it is falling to pieces on all sides; the 
vessel is manifestly going down ; some of those aboard are scramr 
bling to gain their own : some are breaking open the stores ; and no 
small portion of the crew seem resolved not to see the inevitable 
fate that awaits them, and to die gallantly drunk. It is true. Gen- 
tlemen ! that many of our goods are embarked on bourd this vessel : 
but it is equally true that we have the consolation of contemplating 
the tempest from the shore ; the people are on dry land, and the 
sooner the catastrophe arrives, the better for them. It will dissipate 
their idle hopes ; they will then count no more upon the imaginary 
treasures and benefits of this cprrupt adventure ; but will hencefor* 
ward see that it is by their own exertic^ solely that they can obtain 
those advantages which God and nature intended to be the inalien- 
able portion of every freeman. 

'' This speech was delivered with great animation, and received 
with the most enthusiastic applause. 

" Toast — ' The only remedy for our grievances — a Radical Re- 
form in the Commons' House of Parliament/ 

" Tune — ' Kick the Rogues out! 

4 

" Toast — ' C. Fysche Palmer, Esq. and the Independent Ejecr 
tors of Reading/ 

" Mr. Palmer, in returning thanks for himself and for his 
constituents, observed that the difficulties with which the latter had 
to contend in following the great example of Westminster, were 
inore than could be well imagined. They bad to fight against cor- 
ruption in every form ; against threats, bribes, entreaties, influence ; 
i^nst the whole power of the ministry— a relation of one of the 
iflemhers of which stood forward to oppose them. The example of 
Westminster, however, determined them not to sacrifice honesty and 
iridepehdiency for perfidy and corruption. They looked to that great 
example,' as it had been exhibited in repeated struggles; they p^rse^ 
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*^red dnd they conquered. As his constitiients had imttated the 
Electors of Westminster he wouM imitate their noble Representa- 
live, Sir Francis Burdett ; though he was aware it Inust be at 
humble distance. He had known Sir Fraricis so long and so inti- 
mately in the private intercourses of life, that he knew how to 
iestimate his worth. As he was present, however, he should not 
put him to the pain of hearing his own praises in this respect; But 
he knew, also, and the company all kn^w, his public worth and cha- 
racter ; and in this point of view, the Honorable Baronet had heard 
so much calumny and abuse of late,' that he thought he might' en- 
dure to hear in turn a little honest praise and plain truth ; and he 
nnust say, what every gentleman present most very well know, ' that 
the whole course of the public life of Sir Francis Burdett has been 
one consistent series of able and upright efforts to serve the public 
in the only way in which they could be effectually served, by pro- 
moting ParUamentary Reform. 

** Mr. Pa tMEB said he would follow the bright example, though 
he was conscious that with his feeble wing his flight must be always 
in bumble distance. Inferior, however, in capacity, he would 
endeavour not to be inferior in the conscientious discharge of duty 
to the extent of his power ; and he would engage that no vote of 
his should : ever be given against the people. After all the effcArts 
that had been made to enlighten the people, and the example that 
had be^n set by Westminster, he bad entertained hopes of being 
able to congratulate the nation on the election of. a new Pfarliamebl 
of a very different character from the last. He was afraid, however^ 
that it was by this time but too clear that the amendment was not as 
much as had ' been expected. He was afraid the comparison could 
only be advantageously drawn in natives. He did not think the 
present Parliament would pursue a system of terror and active per- 
secution : that they would mspend the liberties of the country : pass 
more gaging bills, and appeal to the aid of perjured spies and 
dungeons ; but they were not likely to promote Reform, or to do 
away with corruptions, sinecures, useless places, and superfluous 
Lords of the Admiralty. There could indeed be no good Parlia- 
ment, nor any good done^ in Parliament, till Parliament was re- 
formed. All Reform without Pariiamentary Reform, had been 
sufliciently iliewn to be tpere evasion and pretence, talked about to 
day, and done away with again Co-morrow. Parliamentary Reform 
had been long an important object in his mind. He had thought 
of it long and anxiously, and had dcfclared his opinion? upon it, not 
from ostentatiop, but to expound his principles to his constituents ; 
and. that they migfalt know what it wais that he pledged himself to. 
It 'was to the principle iti its fullest extent, not to any precise or 
pxclusive plan. He thought the first thing was to get a generaij 
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admissiaii that Reform was necessaty—aod Mrbeo all parUes wer« 
brought to acknowledge that, then to consider bow they could agree 
vpoD a plap among them ; and not in the mean time to be qnarrel^ 
lii^ among themselves about minor points; which onLj cbverte4 
them from the nwin pursuit of their olyect, and bj dWiding them 
into (Utle parties and factions, threw the game into the hands of the 
enemy, if ever it should please God to give us an honest or an 
enlightened ministry. Reform would be brought forward as a Gibi*- 
n^t measure : for nothii^ but the want of integrity and common 
sense prevented it now. He expressed himself highly grateful for 
the indulgence with which his humble efforts and observations had 
been attended to. He could not pretend to any receramendaiion to 
their kindness but plain intfgri^ and good intentions ; but he pledged 
himself to them to do every thii^ in his power to promote their 
welfare^ and to bring idbout a Parliamentary Reform. 

" Toast — ' Old Ireland ; may equal Rights, and equal Privi!e;ges 
obliterate the memory of past Oppression/ 

** Mr. Bethisl returned thanks' on behalf of bis unhappy countiy^ 
Though a stranger to their persons, he was no siranger to their sen* 
limenta and feelings. He fully partioipated in the patriotic views of 
the People of Westminster. He bad been present at the h»l 
Election, and had h<^d to sbdce bands with Mr. Hobbouae o» his 
imeeBs. He witneswd with pain that detestable oealilion ; there 
jfm a lion on one part, a tiger on another ; they seemed united to- 
ge^r agamst the shepherd of the flock. He hitd witnessed all the 
charges and abuse used on that occmon, but he was surprsied at 
nothing that was appealed to in support of the cause of oppreasioQ 
904 corruption. We ha^ by degrees, transplanted every exotic of 
tyrapny and abuse into our eoee free country. He remembered, though 
Uie Of easnan might not know it, that there was a time when a sbve 
broke his fetters merely by touchiag the soil. He hoped for Reform 
in more respects than cine, and he hoped the next time he met thera 
j^ see them in possesion of an honest House of Commons. He 
would never foiget the honour they had done hie eountry, and the 
interest they took in her cause : which was, in fact, the cause oiF 
][4hendilgr and Justlcob Aaudst the applause with which this short 
and animated speech waa receivec^ the muaic struck up the 

'* Tune-T-' Stin go BrachJ 
^ Song^* Birth of liberty.^ 

'* ToasV-' The Friends of liberty in Scotland, and may the 

sjpeedy Reform of their Burghs lead to a Radical Reform in Par- 
liament/ 
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Song;-*— * Scats »^o liae m' Wallficjs We(J/-rr(3fr. Incledo^,*) 



Ti^e (Bn9^^)g tx>aft havii;ig l)pen handed by the Secretary to Mr. 
T^^UJ^WAifi>9 he rope and thus addressed the Company. 

^^ GemieiBi^n — { feel iiiy$e,lf gr^i^ed Jtlyjit tb.e honorable lot h?9 
been isiasigned to ipe of proposing a toast with which the h^art and 
pui$e of f^very one present will beat respppsivfely* *It is ^ the Libert;r 
pjp ihe Press.' I icould have wished, indeed^ ^bat so ioestiipable an 
agepcy might have had a more efficient representative ^mong you. 
fo^ be who has a free and extensive command in the exercise of 
tbat ^gine, bojds io his b;»nd the m^i3ps of mu^cb efficient, benefit 
to universal mai^. My share, bowjever^ in tb(S direction of the Press 
i$ Vfiry sni^t) ; bv^ )i^^le as it is, 1 hope for your ful] confi()ence iq 
the 4^c)aratiop th^t th^ little I b^e shall alw/^ys h^ employed on 
\hp skiie pf Uber^y ^d justicp. The Press is not oi^y a mpral ^4 
intfsUeptiial ipstru^^eiyt, it i? a meap of immprtajity. While Uiis is 
ifreie, tbe virM^ ^n^ the knpivlei^ of ipai^ cannot ejs^pire. Tf^ 
indiyj^l^^l 9M>(n9 of per^pn^l identity indeed ipay perish, but tb.^ 
aggregfUe ^Hl cpptjnne tp flourish :-:rrtbe spirit-rrthe immortal esr 
s^aquqa^ y^bih^ ithis is free, will remain eterpal^ It is a species also of 
r^pret;^tatik# whos^ si^rag^ is un^versaL 4nd which, in a certain 
^^9, in^y be flaifl to be jnpoiruptible. { do nojt mean to say tha^ 
tb^ Prev9« fi^iw^t he us^ for tb^ purposes pf corruptiop : pn tb^ 
conM^ary it i9> JR a gfeax m9^9l^p, in i^e bands pf the porriipt. Foi: 
whil^ tbe ^pidiity of ip^nkind s^aM rendef idiem tji^ore feinulou? pf 
^fltfipus gr^^atip^, and tUe independence, as it is called^ tbi^ 
^ifigs frpm Y^ealth, thap of principle and integrity, Corruption wil| 
i^ver fail |tp fiful agients^ and popsiderii^ the general depepdenp^ 
wbicb this ci^pijdi^y has produced upon Whig corruption as weH as 

lif ii^^al porriuption considenng bow the party press is patror 

lij^ed, find tbe independent press neglected^ it is rather astonishing 
tbfkt tbe priesfi ^^onld do so m^cb good, than th^t it dops no n;iore. 
I^lil), b/o^eyer> it repreiserits the public ipiqd, siich ^s it is. It ^ves 
Opportunity for the displs^y of the bes( as well a9 the woi^t feeliqgs 
p^ our ^atiire ; and part^f itself cannpt help reye^iqg ip |he coptesf 
Epqre jtbap cs^ be lii^iM to the .vses pf party. % the clash an^ 
<;f>pp^ri^p eypq pf tbp opposing frauds of fiftctiop, we fire intimately 
benefited ; for such is th^ ppw€^ 9nd eiBcapy of t^'utb, that one b^m 
of its gieqi^ine aiid sqlar lights can extinguish thousands pf the murky 
tjp^phes pif f^lisebopd ^nd deliisipn. Thus do^s the press^ in its ^g- 
jgr^^it^ operatipfif^ pre^e^ve a species pf. incorruptibility, and copr 
tin^e to serve tbp pa^«p of truth an|d justice, in spite of the corruptiop 
qf Hs indi«idi^l agpnt^. Nay it giv^s, in reality, tp the public wiU, 
(in apifle pjp t)^ deploTf^ble #ate pf parliamentary represent^tiop), 9 
W«ei| 9f li^i^i^ power, ^pr bjr thi^, iq fuct, |/v^ (Ip ip » perii 



380 

laio degree, and we must do it still morei that which the govern* 
ment has endeavoured to make Jiigh treaaon, but which I shal) call 
salvationi — overawe even what has been called the omnipotence of 
Parliament. And it is by this overaweing influence of the Press 
alone, that Parliamentary Reform ever can be obtained. The fact 
of the Corruption of Parliament is already, through its influence, 
universally admitted ; the necessity of Reform, through the same 
means, is, at least to the great majority out of doors, completely 
demonstrated. But the Press, must proceed with its operations. 
Public information must be diffused, and public determination ex- 
cited, till its manifestation shall become awful to the borough- 
mongering^ seat-selling factions, before the sacrifices can be expected 
which Parliamentary Reform requires. A few individuals there 
may be, and a few undoubtedly there are, of transcendant patriotism, 
with whom public principle is more than individual interest ; and 
the glory of being serviceable to their fellow-beings is dearer than 
the appendages of personal distinction. Powerful, however, must 
be the patriotism of tho^e, and worthy of our most especial gratitude, 
who, possessing themselves the advantage of rank and opulence, 
having nothii^ to gaip, join their exertions, and make common cause 
with us, who have comparatively nothing to lose : . nothing but the 
determination (which, however, we will not lose) that we will not 
leave, without a struggle, our children less free than we ourselves 
were bom. But it is not to be expected that the majority of those 
who are enjoying power, consequence, dominion, a sort of sovere^ 
command and iiidiuence from borough-mongering property, should 
voluntarily relinquish them, with whatever party name they may 
happen to be designated. No ; they must be overawed by that 
unanimous and enlightened determination which the Press alone can 
awaken and proclaim, and then, peaceably and quietly, iorough- 
monjgeriug oppression will submit, and Justice and Reform will 
triumph. I state this the more particularly, because five-and-twenty 
years ago, you will remember that the Government attempted to 
separate this little head from this little b6dy, under the pretence that 
I — Goliath of Gath — Hurlo-thrumbo Giant as I am, attempted to 
overawe the Parliament — that is to say, to diffuse among the people 
a knowledge of their rights, and of the importance of Reform, which 
might make them too unanimous to be despised. 

'' But now there is another, power that we must not attempt to 
overawe — The Bank Directors, forsooth. ' Four and twenty Bank 
Directors all in a row ! ' who have fiddled for themselves perhap9 
to some purpose, and have bullied the Minister and overawed the 
Government, must not themselves be overawed. A new power 
bsis arisen to bless and preserve us. Boronghmongery must hide 
itk diminished head before Moneymongery.* .Downing-«treet muat 
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bow down before Threadiieedle> and St Stephen's must crave 
licence of the Ba^k* We must not be surprised if the potent 
Senate of the Kag-shop should vote the Constitution void, and. 
dismiss King, Lords, and Commonsi as an expensive pagesant, since 
ihttf have taken our lives, properties, religion, welfare and morals, 
intb their keeping-— nay, our common sense and understanding also. .^ 

A metaphysical standard of property has been set up by them, 
before which the solid substances pf gold and silver are to be held 
nonentities. A system of metaphysical dogmatism more unintel- 
ligible than any thing that is to be found in The Psychology of 
Mr. Coleridge himsflf, is to be introduced into the very simplest 
department of political economy, and it is to be treason, or sedition 
at least, to question its tricksical mysteries. They have found out, 
and they expect us to believe, that gold and silver have no intrinsic 
and intelligible value in themselves, but fluctuate in solidity, dura- 
bility, and all other their physical and attributive qualities as the 
issues of a lying currency may require. They will find out by and 
by, I suppose, that the numerals in the arithmetical tables have no 
fixed signification, and that the denomination four may mean six or 
three according as it happens to suit them in the settlement of their 
accounts. ... * 

In the year 1810, during the discussioijp of the Bullion Cojn- 
mittee, I was myself applied to by one of the Bank Directors as a 
fit agent to assist in promulgating and establishing the mysteries of 
this new bank religion— this chaotic jai^on, that a pound sterling 
was the standard denomination of an abstract quantity of value or 
property per se, totally independent of any given weight of gold' or 
silver, w hich said gold and silver, (instead of being as the universal 
.Cojnsent of the .mercantile world, from their inherent qualities and 
comparative scarcity, bad hitherto regarded them, the natural and 
proper symbols and implements by which the value of all other 
commodities might be . ascertained and compared), were, in them- 
selves, mere articles of merchandize, subject to perpetual fluctua- 
tions in their price, like other commodities of the market. That of 
this abstract em — this primary creation of Parliamentary omnipo- 
teiice, that moonshine promise — that strange abortion of lamp-black 
and rags called a bapk-note, was the geiiuine and unchangeable re- 
presentative ; and that consequently gold and silver might be uncer-* 
ti|iii in their value, but the bank-note could not. Could I have made 
myself the liioiith-piece of such a delusion, or the master rather of 
the .show, who was to stand behind the screen and breathe their 
sophisms through the Parliamentary, automatons of the Bank, there 
could have been no doubt of its being a very profitable office : but 
a thing called conscience prohibited such prostitution of any faculty 
I might possess; and 1 chose rather to oppose than to advocate so 
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lAisehietoud' a $o{>bisiftf. 1 Aought h my dcrty in sibort to pbiiit oirf 
the (hnge^ ittto which the Baiik itself lAight he brought, if aoy 
Opponent should ha^ the nriscbi^oof^ boldne^ and ingenilif^f to 
meet Ae argument as it might be^ met. To atfCack thid absurdity, 
koweVtfr, their High Mightinesses of the Bank n^ow affected td 
cotisider as a most treasona/blie pi^iimipTioii, for the proseeution 
4>f which they hav^ had th^ assurani^e to call upon the Government 
And the Attorney-General to be their tools afod instruments. It is 
an dbsn^dity, hoM^ever, which, together with Are system of fhiUd and 
ddtisioii th^ has gite wn out of it, I trva^t i9)it coMii^ue to be attacked 
tilt it shall be dbm^fetely Ovl^llhfOwtf ; and that only measure Wfaicft 
^IM i^i^ a chaihce' of eni^ation from otti* dilkultiei, an' actttuA and 
tttt^Qphlsdbated retorh to cash p^jineiaW sfanH be bimajiie estth 
iKshedl for the accomplis^ent 6f thi^, as" of all other meatt» of 
bttr' sklviition, we must appeal to that With' Which 1 now, as a toaM; 
cibt^clode, and whidh yott, getitjekhen,- 1 make no' dbubt, will dHntt 
#ith <iordial enthusiastal. 

I' K'oast — ' l!tie liberty of the Fress^— it is like the air #e breathe 
^«*-if we have it not, we die/ 

** The toast was received with long and reiterated peals of ap^. 
timet. 

<^ Sot%— ^ fiow ^HtWli A«J VxhoxH-^^W. JHTuii^ft^.)' 

" Ifoart— 'The doncelitrie Society of* Liverpool/ 

'^ ToM-^< May no* wm be deprived of Ua Ctvil Rigbl» m 
account of his BdBgfod» Opinioiis l 

'' Mr. Rt'cVi'tEit' rdto wMl> one" of Gobbett's Bisters' m his 
band, to Refute sothb Ulm ziA caAitttnbtts chaises it contaiiied 
against Sii^'FiMtis JS^rrfett';' somtf of wfikh^ Ue wa« pm^ding t^ 
shew' that Aid wiftist' tii\Ss!t n^ifesMfly ha^ knoWn t^ btf ftl^ whett 
he wi^te'tUeiii; but did ebftftpaHy, itf' gdnel^l, seemed^ indisposed to 
fisten to the reftitation of ^e" calUttlttife^ of ap man who had alusady 
lost all dretiit among thenk; and a'g^ndettltmf, at the lower end of dM^ 
rt>t>nii, rising tb ordef, observed} that he hbd b^eit diitfiiied' by ditf 
getodemcte' around' him tb say Aat it Wasi^ot d^r wi^ to hear aity 
dimg moref ab^t Mr. Cobbett^ 

^^ Shortly after the company dispersed, with dvety appearance of 
having enjoyetP the utmost^ gratiftcatibd ft-om the day's' aieetingil 
Indted'we do notremMfbct'evek* to' have known a public meeting 
^t anydeserif^tibri condlietled throiighout With more ordei' and vWa-- 
ti^, of tmrnciii with tti^^re itoaiHiiiioua^ hilhikoifty tod stttisfadtibni^ 
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,S^R FRANCIS BVRnfiTTS IflOTlON FOB A FUTURB INgUlBIT 
IlfT^ Tins STATE OF THB- ItEPBIISBNTATIOK. 

• 

Thb etent^ of the late sesflion'of psirKament tmvte cbmplelblj^ c^ti^ 
Unhed the predictions of the Riforiners. The hopes entertJEdtictf 
fntm ihe new House of C^ommonshave vanished iiilo air, into thiA' 
air. Whatever delusion was spread' throughout the counfl^ I'espect- 
ing the advantages to be expected' from- the pretended i'eeUtteiM:e to' 
rtie people, we owed entirely to>tbe Wh^. Scarcely had the dec- 
tions* closed; than- a pompous article in their Edinburgh I^eVieW^ 
pronounced that the ji€Op/e had' declared then»elvest-<-ths(t poptdait 
aentinienc^ had pfevailed-^that now WaS the time to iliark the ad- 
vantages of papular representsdion. The triumphant sthiib iM^ 
dosed'with the agreeable' self'-congratnlation, that wherev^ this satiie^ 
people had' spoken one word for themselves, they had' dpokeii' t^' 
fbr the Whigs. The Pox clubs seemcfd to have received' a ikisvir 
fill'^up; they also held similar language: and as the Wbigsf v^tti 
quite sure of speedily coming into placey the watchword' wto riot to 
promise so freely now as they did formerly when there Vi^ ho darigef 
of the party being soon called upon to make good their pit>fessiOdS. 
Nothing could exceed the activity of the party: a neW leader w^' 
chosen; the old whippers^itl were confirmed; a muster Wasi'r^iblvedl 
upon; and' the principal apprehension' seems to'hav^ been lest too' 
many new adherents should put iii claims for the forth(foming r^* 
wards' belonging of right to the old' partikatis. But the iHust^r'wil^ 
still to bettumericallyimposing^; and, accoitfingly, above otie' hun- 
dred and fifty House of Commons patriots did dine togetHcfr, at the 
Free Masons' tavern. There, amongst other resolutions, it^ Si^eriti' 
tb have been agreed upon^ that a succession of similar, tUodgh' 
smaller feasts should keep alive the spirit of the party, \ititH stidi' 
popular entertainments should be rendered unnecessary, and' 16^^4ft' 
the roy^l diversion of cabinet dinners; The above great ditifiefWa^ 
chiefly remarkable for the toast which Was not dj-unfk there. It v<^s' 
Mrt of the plan to say nothing about Patliantentarff Refbrtn": iiit' 
Whig manifest/) in the '' Edinbufigh Review^' had'alreadjr said) tbaif 
<* no such point should be made a condition sinequ&'noni* atid'if 
subsequent manifesto in the samejournal against the Reformers liladj. 
more- pleasantly still, said, that ParliamefiUry Reform was a poiMf 
not of too' little, (as said above)' but of too great impoftatice tb be' 
lAadira party question of.-^5ce artkle^^Vniverml Si^higt;" dt^ 
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tributed to Sir James Mackintosh: Review for January, 1819.] 
At any rate nothiog was to be said about the matter. The W^igs 
were sure of coming in. ' It would bie ouly building new stone walls 
to talk about Reform. The indiscreet Reformers thought they 
might, however, as well put the gentlemen in mind of Mr. Fox's 
odtb, sworn on the altar of his country ; the oath subscribed to by 
all the Whigs; the oath, which precluded him and them for ever 
from taking any place or office in any administration not founded 
on the basis of a Radical Reform of parliament. This and this 
only was the purport of the famoiis Report of the Committee, and 
of the speech of Mr. Hobhouse at the Crown and Anchor, on 
f'ebruary 9> 1819* But the Whigs, sure as they were of coming 
into power, would only come in by their own dpor: they would not 
be shackled with their former professions. Nay more ; they would 
shew the people they could, just now, do without them. They re- 
solved on the Westminster contest; and we do know that it was said 
amongst them, *^If we carry the election, we shall be ministers in 
a fortnight ofterwards!* They knew not how any more than why 
they were to make this notable e£Fort: so great was their infatuation^ . 
diat they thought they would do without any help : but in t^eir iSrst 
fright,, their first step was to catch at the hand kindly stretched, out 
to them by the minivers, . by those very nien w|iom their succew 
^as to displace. They did gain the election, but they found theni- 
selves by some strange accident somewhat further from being minis- 
ters than ever. The House of Commons door^^keepers tittered , aa 
they took their places, and looked at their coats to see who had been 
pelted the most by the people. No more party dinners ; no more 
talking about Mr. Tieruey's Bank motion, and bis great financial 
merits. The vile Tories had seized upon all the party plans just as 
the Reformers had stolen the Whig papers in Mr. Lamb's commit- 
tee-room. No more pufis in the Chronicle : nothing said of thie 
'' Whigs of England.'' The first thing was to quarrel again amongst 
themselves, and to reprove Mr. Lambton for wishing to reprimand 
a gentleman honored with the friendship of Mr. Grattao. Then 
came motions for abuse committees. Then came motions for abuse 
inquiries. The government was so strong that it did not think it 
worth while to issue its decisive orders : there were such prodigiea 
heard of as opposition majorities about nothing, and '^ great cheer^ 
iitg in the lobby. ^ The nation cared no more for the lobby of that 
house, than for the lobby of the playhouse; ^ The Criminal tdw in* 
quiry-committee was appointed: the Scotch Burgh inquiry^cpoH . 
mittee was appointed. The ministry could have no objticliun; the. 
house might inquire as long as it pleased. The great point and t 
query was, what will the Bank inquiry-committee do ? Whilst this. 
qiiestioQ seemed to have swallowed up all othexs ; whilst the 
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«Jldr8 seemed bent upon.gmng the nation their wicked will of the 
Bank stQck-bolders ; whijst all the inquiry was, whether the ''Old 
Merchant'' (Lord Lauderdale) of the Times, or Mr. Page of Clap* 
bam, or Mr. jPeelof the House of Commonsi was to be the saviour 
of the nation ! forth steps, in a luckless hour, the almost forgotten 
leader of the almost forgotten opposition, and to the surprise, not 
only of the nation, but, we have reason to know, to the astonish- 
ment of his party, would announce his resolution to come to a pitched 
battle. 

Such an exhibition as the Whigs made on Mr. Tieniey's motion 
for an inquiry into the State of the Nation was never witnessed in 
parliament. Mr. Tiemey seemed chiefly to complain that the 
ministers had not gone to war with America, and had not made 
hard terms enough, with France. Poor Lord John Russell! to 
such degradation can party sink a respectable and truly liberal man, 
bad nothing better to make a grievance of than that the lower classes 
did not pull off their hats to the gentry, C' show proper respect for 
Aeir superiors.**) As for Mr. William Lamb, his Whig vote was 
tendered with a Tory speech. Before the debate was half over, 
Mr. Tiemey had discovered his mistake. Lord Castlereagh himself, 
when compared with a Whig leader, was completely triumphant. 
The speech of Sir Francis Burdett, as it spoke the sentiments of 
the whole nation, so it was the only one which commanded the re- 
spect and the tacit acquiescence of the whole house: the compari- 
son between him and the Whigs on that occasion completed the 
debasement of the party; and when they were down, Mr. Canning 
resolved not to lose so tempting an opportunity of rolling them in 
the niire. This gentleman, whose jokes have not been in season 
since his famous ** revered and ruptured speech,'* recovered bis 
long-lost tone ; and, when he attacked nothing but a wretched 
Whig, his pleasantry was once more encouraged and approved. 
Then it was, that the Westminster election told. Then it was that 
the Whigs were exposed, for the amusement of the house, and to 
the scorn of the country, as miserable pretenders to popularity 
which they did not possess, as mean boasters of favor for which 
they had in the face of the metropolis been the despised and rejected 
suitors. 

MrJ Canning said, '' he should.have thought they would not so soon 
" have forgot the Westminster election. He had in his time faced 
" popular election, and it was not impossible he might do so again. 
^ But he had never been obliged to go home accompanied by a file 
'* 6f grenadiers. — {A laugh.) His retreat had been effected with 
*' somewhat more safety than this essence of popularity; this routed 
'* cavalcade ; {laugh) — this assemblage of ribbons and rubbish ; .with 
'' laurel at their heads and brickbats at their tails, (laughter) whd 
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*^ were rescued from their overpfmp^riiig popuhriijfhy {ua m^^l^X 
^' horse-guards/* — (Laugh.) 

ThU, one should (hink, wtys quit^ enough for one night ; butj np,f 
Mr. Tiemey wsis to flounder stiV Ipwer; his r^ply to these si^ca^m^^ 
nas such as n Westminster Refornier, had he wished to n^ake the. 
party,conipletely ridiculous,, would have dictated* Mr, Tiemey made^ 
a scurvy coniparispu between Sir Sapiuel Rou^lly's popular qhair- 
kig aad Mr. LAmb^'s no chairiug : he owned what the Whig? ha^ 
denied at the hustings, thai they had been encumbered by tne help^ 
9f'the Torie9^ qnd to that circumstance he imputed the whole dis- 
credit into which the '^ buff and blue" emblems had fallen in We^ t-n 
minster* Mr. Tierney closed the debate in the commons; but not; 
with us : we will have the last word with him. We say, that Sir. 
Samuel Romilly's. chairing was^ as far as t;he people were concerned, 
as mournful a chairing as ever was seen in Westminster. ' It is not^ 
true, as Mr. Tierney said, that '^all was shouts and gladness;" there 
were no shouts. Whs^t applause Sir Saniuel got was all his own;, 
the party did not con^e in foi^ a single huzza. We say^ that Sir Sa» 
ipuel Romilly was encumbered with the help of 2,300 Maxwellite, 
voters. And it will be hardly necessary to i^id here, that if Mr, 
Lamb had not been encumbered with the one thousand and sfvpfihf 
one dead government votes, he would neither \iave won nor wanteq^ 
a chairing. , 

We pray that in this manner may end all combinations against the., 
people; may the conspirators quarrel apd expose each other niutu* 
ally; may those who get the plunder keep it from those who want^ 
it, and laugh at them for expecting a share ! 

The hXQ of this motion decided the fate of the party^from that, 
moment they seem to ha,ve begun tp disperse-^their insignificance,, 
was more distinctly seen frooi their total defeat. They produced, 
no more effect with their iSTy than as if they had not had a, man iiv 
the House. Since that period most of the inquiring committees* 
reported . that they liad done nothing. Whole cart-*lpads of ap^ of 
Parliament passed nightly through the House. The nation read the. 
dull debates with indifference^ except when a reporter was bulUed. 
for not copying their nonsense quick enough, ^nd then some news- 
papers threatened not to give the debates at all. The People looked 
on as they would through a telescope at something stirring in the 
stars — it was nothing to them.. Hiis they would say of all the pre^ 
tended efforts in their favor. The party in power took care indeed > 
not to leave them so indifferent to their movements. Three milliom* 
of Jreih taxes was what the nation gained by the last session o£. 
Parliament; so low were the Whigs sunk, that their partial and de^ 
sultory opposition to these taxes, gained them no credit whatever—^ 
the nation knew the motive and thanked then qotp . ' 
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'But Test any possible mistake should arise — ^lest the party should 
retain the slightest hold over the People, they had still to make an 
attack upon the Reformers in Parliament, as they had done upon 
the Reformers in Westminster. It i^ true, that there was found a 
restive oppositionist or two, who, when all hopes of the present 
House of Commons turning out to be a Whig Hotise of CommoDflr 
bad been completely dissipated, began to discover that the fault 
must lie with the misconstruction of that body. Mr. Coke iiow 
found out that this House of Commons was as corrupt as the last 
House of Commons. He said ** it was a corrupt Hopse, from 
which he expected no good." Lord Tavistock also declared that 
painful as it was to him to differ from his friends, he must confess' 
that this House held no sympathy whatever with the PeopleJ* 

But it was seen, and se^n with grief, by the many admirers of 
that excellent young man^ that his Lordship found it so painful to ' 
differ with his friends, that he was resolved to take the first oppor- 
tunity of a reconciliation, at the expense of the Radical Reformers. 
Finding that the Whigs would do nothing towards that Reform, 
\vhich they once seceded from Parliament to obtain by irritating the 
People to act on (he prudence of the House, Sir Francis Burdett 
rfssolved not to. let the session close without giving them an oppor- 
tunity to declare their sentiments, and without shewing the cotmtry 
that he was still at his post. That nO man might have an excuse 
for not lending his aid under pretence of the motion being too 
violent, and the plan too impracticable. Sir Francia resolved that 
he would confine himself to the general argument, and mbve nierely 
tiiat the House would take the question of Reform into contidera- 
tion early in the next session. His speech was such as may be 
truly called a master-piece of temperate and persuasive eloquence. 
As no reply whatever was attempted to any one of his aipiments, it 
would be a waste of words to make any other comment on the 
debate than such as may farther illustrate the conduct of the Two 
Factions. The ministers sat slumbering on their benches or sm^ing 
on the Gentlemen opposite. The poor creature, who spoke from 
their side, talked such nonsense, that they shifted away from him^ 
and Ifeft him tolielp the Whigs alone. We say, to help the Whigs, 
for to their shame must be told that wUch the daily press seems 
to have overlooked, that the only opposition to the motion came 
from them. For, in the first place, the Marquis of Tavistock, 
TUB Whig, struck a Wow rather out of time and place, at Sir 
Francis Burdett wishing, as it were, to* anticipate him, by prevent- 
ing, and speaking upon the liverpool petition. Mr. Brougham^ now 
THE Whig, begged the House to observe that the Liverpool petition 
WHS not for General Reform. This was left out in all the Papers— 
but say it he did— why, is easily seen. Mr. Grenfell, the Whig, 
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moved the orders of the day. Lord John Russell, the Whig^ as* 
sertedy in no very moderate tone, that he would not cast a star on 
the present state of tht represfstitdtioh : that he, thereforie,, totally 
dissented from Sir Francis Burdett— ^and that he, therefore, should 
vote against the motion— -and he did vote against the motion. — 
This isthe Gentleman whom Mr. Wishart wanted to make Member 
for Westminster! Mr. Tiernet, the Whig Leader, who 
a month ago had said, he was as much for Reform as ever^ did not 
think it worth while to come down and vote for a promise, that some 
inquiry should be made. Out of l67 who voted to turn out the 
Ministers, only 58 voted for any sort of Reform. 

We have just seen what exploit the Gentleman whom the Whigs' 
wanted to make Member for Westnnnster, performed on this occa* 
sion ; ' Jet ns now see what the Gentleman whom the Whigs and 
their coadjutors did make Member for Westminster, was willing to 
do for his constituents and his countrymen. 

It may h^ve been remarked that Sir Francis Burdett in his vulgar 
c^asdid manner, said a civil thing of Mr. Lamb's parliamentary con- 
duct, previously to this debate. Mow it was evidently arranged 
that the new«member shoold take a decisive line ; partly for his party, 
and partly for Himself. Mr. Lamb was put into Mr. Fox's place 
on the opposition jbencb; and no, small expectation was excited in' 
the gallery' when he first arose. It is true, that the House, already 
familiar with the charms of his oratory, seemed less curious, or 
perhaps wasted away, like a candle, before the glare of his glbwii^ 
periods. A Member for Westminster, take what side he will, 
should be able to keep the. audience together*— especially since Mr; 
Lamb had- promised bis friends and the public, that he should be 
better heard in the House than at the hustings. The. party, no 
doubt, thought it a master stroke, to direct Mr. Lamb to second 
the motion, if not too violent ; but that these Gentlemen enjojned 
him' to indulge in a tasteless and spiritless banter on his Colleague's 
speech, we. think is imputing rather too much even to. the Whigs. 
We give thb performance, such as it appeared in the Times. 

ter. O. Lamb felt oonsiderable satisfaction at fiading that the terms of the 
motion would comprehend aU those who entertained views friendly to Refondr, 
whatever dificxences on some points might prevail amongst them. He did not rise 
to foUow the Honorable Baronet through the whole concse of his argument^ be* 
cause he did not think his most eloquent or happy passages were connected with' 
the points of difference to which he had alluded. As he dissented, however, 
firom those doctrines which h^d been supported at other times by the Honotibfe 
Baronet, he felt that it behoved him to be more specific in drawing a line be- ' 
t^eea himself and those doctrines. Whatever might have been the march of 
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, Reform, of which they had heard so much — and he was strongly inclined to think 
that since the Honorable Baronet and his coadjutors had placed themselves at its 
head, that march had been little more than what was in military langnage called 
marking time, an act which consisted in making much dust and no progress, or 
rather in a retrograde motion. — (^A laughs) His persuasion still was* that the first 
step of the progress must be, to pnt down convicted bribery and corruption. — > 
(Mearyhear/J . The Honorable Baronet had that night rejoiced at the late deve« . 
lopments of corruption in different boroughs ; yet, at the beginning of the session, 
he had understood that such circumstances were below the. notice jof a Radical 
Reformer. The House certainly had not had the Honorable Baronet's assistance 
in prosecuting those investigations; but whilst they desiderated his presence, it 
was impossible to donbt that he had spent bis days« and *' consumed the midnight 
oiV in maturing his views, and that the fruit of his labours was the Resolution 
liefore the HooBe* With respect to his own opinions upon the subject of Reform, 
he should wish to see, in the. first phice, the. elective fnmchise removed from 
horonghs whose corniptions had been exposed, and from others of limited extent, 
to large and populous towns. He regarded the abuse of that franchise in the same 
light in' which he should view the abuse of any other constitutional function. The 
Honse would not do its duty, if it left power in the hands of those whose delin- 
quency had been proved. Thus far would he go in the improvement of the 
Borough Representation: but the lAortening of the duration of Parliament ap-. 
peared to him to be> measure that would have a salutary effect in identifyiiig the. 
feelings of the Constituent .and the Representative ; it would serve to raise the 
House in the! pnblic estimation, and to pnt an end to that difference which bad 
been so often observed in their conduct at the beginnmg and at the close of a 
l^rlianleut. The frequent recurrence of Elections, which was mnch dreaded by 
mtay persons- in that Honse, he thoagllt would be highly beneficial. He consi- 
dered the noise and tumult of a popular faction an excellent «rdeal for a Can^ 
didate to go through.— (il laugh from the MvMerkd nd$,) He knew the meaning 
of the laugh from th^ gentlemen opposite, but sdU he'must declare bis preference 
Of Triennial Parliaments and mud-bespattered Candidates, as a Right Honorable 
Gentleman (Mr. Canning) had on a former occasion described him. The Right 
Honorable Gentleman, perhaps, might not be ignorant of such a thing existing ; 
and if it were necurriDg frequently, it would not be improper that a member 
should have such a memento of the resentment of his constituents. He did 
not consider Reform to be that grand panacea which the Honorable Baronet 
seemed to thhnk it. He knew the People had been taught to believe that 
Reform comprised all that was worth gaining ; that it would make provisions 
cheap, and reduce the expense of law proceedings; in short, tiiatjt would 
enable us,' as Fortescne said, ^* to wear woollen clothes, and drink no vpater.^'— 
(a Utttgh.) He certainly did not anticipate^ such consequences from Pariiamen. 
tary Refonp ; but at the same time he believed it would have the good effect of 
Ipviog the people- what in his, opinion (and he was sorry to say. it) they did not at 
present possess— reliance on their mlers. He had addressed the House in this 
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•arly Stage of the debate, becanse there was mneh ia the Honorable Baronetlff. 
speech that he approved of, and because he thought the best way of attaining the 
object in view was to nnite the friends of Reform. He knew he| had prescribed 
to himself a difficult task, which, nevertheless, he hoped he had executed in an 
intelligible manner— namely, to draw between himself and the Radical Reformers 
a wider distinction than existed between any other two classes of politicians. ' 
Whatever reception the present proposition might meet with, he mu^t consider 
that House the true Representative of the People, and the third branch of the 
Legislature ; and he should be sorry if, in the hurry and heat of debate, he had 
uttered any remark derogatory from the respect which he should ever entertain, 
for that House. 

We have already disposed of the decent attack on Sir Francis Baiv 
detty made by a parliamentary boy, whom their late conflict should 
have made shy of assaulting Sir Francis unnecessarily: The jokes are 
worthy of the gentleman who told the Electors of Westminster that 
they should ^^ find him a glutton.*^ We will let them alone to 
pflease those whom they made to laugh either at him or them. But' 
\Ve have a word to say to Mr. Lamb respecting his Hustings' pro- 
fessions add his House of Commons' promises. 

The reader will have seen that Mr. Lamb and his Committees 
repeatedffy in tlie early part of the Election, pledged diemselve^tcK 
Reform — and explicitly to extending the suffrage to Hi householder^--^. 
be will still more distinctly have seen that Mr. Lamb stood ob the 
Hustings as a representative of the opinions of Mr. Fox. The; 
Chronicle distinctly said so — Mr. Lamb said so more than once. 

Now Mr. Lamb says that '^ his wish is to see^ in the first phue,. 
the elective franchise removed fiom boroughs whose corruptioB8> 
had been enposed, and from others of limited extent to large ami 
populous towns. What Reform is this ?. it is the^ modern Whig 
Reform— 4lie support of hypocrisy — the cry for partial proof whea> 
the general evil is notoriouar-tthe indefinite phrase, *^ others of li^. 
mited extent/' is a true Whig phrase — ^it may t^ke in the great Wbig> 
borou^ or not, juat as Mr. Lamb chooses to interpret the word3». 
But tbi9 Refarm is not the Reform which Mr- l^amb pledge4ihiq)t- 
self oa the Hustings to support— -it is not.^^ the extension, of th^, 
suffrage to all houis^holders." We ask, as we did during ,tbe> 
!l?lection— " is he ignorant, pr is he false f 

But Mr. Lamb swore be wns the follower and the disciple off 
]^ox— he here says that he *' doe/i not consider Reform the grands 
panacea*^ — he here says thfit he msh^ to draw, a^d hopes that he., 
has \^ drawn between himself and the Radical Reforn^ri awid^ 
distinction than existed betfsj^en . any other two cla^s ofppUr. 
ticias^." We. have quoted and requoted Mr* Fox'9, positive asaeir- 
tions, that he. did " consider ^efojixa^.H^ the, pstfi^cfia'f— wjp bftve.. 
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'Reforth*--«aDd Mre here add^ that so far from wishing ta di-aw the 
widest possible disliifetioti betwe^ himself and the advocates ev^n 
of Uriiv^TMl Siiffrage atki Annual Pftrliaoiieiits^ Mi^. Fox on bne 
'4Mr^siod sighed his name, as Chairmati to the Westminster Sub- 
«ooiimitleey in favor of AfMiual Parliaments ; and said in his place^ 
H^ben Secretary of State in 178^, that he thought ^ t)uke of 
Riehmond the best man to draw up a pXnh of Reform'. Lord Grey 
«)so said in 17979 that '' he thought the pkn for Annual Farlra- 
fluents and Universal Suffrage better than the present system/^ The 
Most glotiotis and bold departure from Mr. Fox ani Mr. Fox'^ 
Wliig9, by thiff disciple of Mr. Fox^ who gloried in being a Whig 
M the Hustings^ is, however^ contained in hi^ concluding ex{>ression', 
Aat ^' he TfiUst consider that tlouse as the true Bepresentaiive 6/' 
ike Ptophy and the third branch of the legislature; and he 
^uldbe sorry if, in the hurry and heat of debate, he had uttered 
any remark derogatory from the respect which he should ever f n- 
ieriain for that House. We easily believe Mr. Lamb to be a 
^Vy ignorant young maflr, who, to use one of his o\tn Drury-lane 
phi'ilM^y hte " been ^ot itp in a hurry,'* and is scarcely responsible 
f6t th€ part be is mrected to play ; but he surely must know that 
Mi^. FoK repeatedly exerted afll his tremendous powers ta.o\>erthrow 
ilii attid third branch of the' legislature, ^nd declared, thai! in ihii 
^*'tr»e representative of Che people/' the power of the People ts 
Mthin^. [See his sp^^dh, January 4, 1798.] As for Mr. Lamb's 
*' rtispcct fSr the House,'* he littered this Vulgar common-place phrase 
mei^ly W separirte hiMdelf ^s niuch ad po^^ibhe, or, as he says, to 
AaW as witfc fi Kni^ of distinction as possible between himself and 
even the more popuVar Whigs, Mr. Goke and Lord .Tavistock, the 
first of whom called it a " corrupt" and the other a " borough- 
mongering** House of Commons. 

In his eagerness to disclaim all sympathy with Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, Mr. Lamb forgot that he might run some chance of differing 
with himself — he forgot that he had stood on the Westminster 
Hustings as a Radical Reforming Foxite Whig, and not as a mo- 
derate or Anti-radical Reforming Tierneyite Whig ; or, it is pro- 
bable, that he did not know that Mr. Fox's Reform and his Whig 
Reform, was a decidedly radical and anti-moderate Reform in every 
sense of the two words. We repeat, he " was got up in a hurry;** 
if he is to be brought out again next season, we trust it will be with 
'^ new decorations and considerable improvements, under the direc- 
tion of the stage manager." The swagger and bully which we be- 
lieve, however, to be more in his manner than his mind, will not do 
even in Parliament ; and we suspect his pleasantries on Sir Francis 
were lelished as little in the House as they were at the Hustings. The 



392 

gentleman perhaps/ may wish a second tune to postpone his hour of 
pleasing — if so, we have little doubt the Electors of Westminster 
will take the first opportunity of helping them to another audience. 
So much for the Whig member for Westminster, and for the 
special care taken that not even the Whig seconder of Sir Francis 
Burdett's motion should I^ave the least appearance of joining in the 
" popular clamour** for radical Reform. And yet we do not wish 
to conclude^ without reminding the Whigs that the people will have 
great joy over their repentance — and surely there must be many 
amongst them tired of their insignificance and ashamed of their 
disgrace. If they will not hear us, perhaps they will accept the 
advice of a coadjutor, who has become a recruit too recently alto- 
gether to understand what they would be at, or perhaps to know 
what he would be at himself — and who, in his endeavours to please 
eveiy body, has pleased nobody, and may lose his seat intp the 
bargain. Sir Robert Wilson said, though the Chronicle did not 
report what he said: — 

'^ He trusted that the economists, (as he denominated the Whigs,) 
had been taught wisdom by the results of their efforts in the pre* 
sent Parliament — by their useless endeavours for retrenchment — 
by iheir fruitless motions on the Admiralty^ the Ordnance, and the 
Foreign Department. After his Honorable Friend (Mr. C. Hut- 
chinson) had been unable to wrest a single snuff-box from the 
Chancellor of the Excheqtter — (A IsLUghy-^After the forces of 
those with whom he had acted had been defeated with total loss, 
and shattered to pieces, so that they had with difficulty formed 
a rear guard to protect their remains from the' conquerors-^ 
(Laughter) — he hoped the economists would see the prudence of 
advancing in parallel lines with the Reformers," 
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Il^BJ^ATEDi suasion bm bjeen, niitda in tfa« ^vmn of tb# pBeeediog Meottnt 
tp. the di8fr«9»chi9eo)eiit qC tlte- Electors by tlue asbUraty deciawns of the Higli 
Ba4ifll wlio proQpDiDced jndgment solely npoA tlie mionuMotk receivod fwMV 
t|^ I(ate Collectors. Thcjse R»te Ctrilectom Mag ifl^iceton* jmmI hf ]|bri« 
1411)^^ i| wa4 to be evyocted* thai they ^m>iild od /or Mr. lamh; ea<kit wen 
the ii9doiibted duty o^ the High Bailiff to hesitate; bufbre he attmidedto^evk 
dence whiii^h he onist have known not ta be disuilevested* 

Xl^re are apany^ roasoos iprhioh most forcibly denonstiate the k^jMtiee^ asA 
indeed we may say, the absnrdity, of leaving snch a. disoreiliooary pohitfer m 
th^haffd^ of the Retnming Officer,. 

In t]^^ fim p)«ce«^Tbe 9ale CoUectoii in mostof the Peiiahea areeooiaeeterf^ 
ioo^e wajif 01} the ot|i9r, with the pjsroqh]al'gnrem»ent>: and- genendly speah* 
iog» «r^ sert oC the gre^t tan. system^ bv wbidu m » thoMind slettder mni^ 
^Of^ions, the People cf ^m^bspd* like GoUWer by thft hans of the LaUptAhMi^^ 
ana tied, down mid kept down^ Xhe Collootom a«e- eeklomifndepeiidcnt tfaemb 
•flives ; AUdy What is woi«e» they ve IfaoMnghly aoqoaintod with the kdividnl 
^ant». and wishes oil i^l those whose^ poverty hoe made^ or may make^^ acm 
dependent The CandJidlti^ th w^ who. hai jkcoioA tfie Bate Cirflectors, Baft 
secured a powerfnl engme— even were he only in possession of the kqyitotiw 
iodividnal circnmstances o£ the Electors* 

In the second place^-sChe Batp Cpll«ctp% according tp the pnsont syitanV; 
supposing him. dishonesty, loay^ wink at the non-piqF»ent of rateeiby thoffewboM! 
he closes to feyor ;, and, snpposing him: honest* he>has stitt diven<ofipor«^ 
nitres' by keeping out of the way of some SlfM^tora^and takwr eani to appljr 
toioitheis,, to. qifl^e cesstmn votes good, a»d^th«:'fsotei>bad. Dwiog: the laefr 
ElectioDy aCpUector, whoso name aeedaol be mentlswed,. teal ron»d3etefy» 
nigl^t.to tboio in Mr. lamb's inieMt ;; and ottiUiedr sending to those ivhom h«f 
spipeetedinteodedtpplUngforMrtBbbhewei rEbiowaeaffinrding.iacilitiee'to 
the on(q«, ml putting obstndcr l» tho'way of tho-otheiv anchaa*no individilBii 
and^siieeiiiny no iudmdoal eowBocted wtthrthe CInoeiiimonty shoiM poskesi'sitr 
anyieteotion*. Itiippeors that thero is no unifimnwtefiw tho.pnfcio*iip;to) 
whiehtho parish tiwes.are re^md^: U appeun atooji thaft whni< the Bdo^ ih^ 
•|uto4> UMMiMd^ justbeiwey nr during the^Bla«tioiH«4^i«(««'^i>^ •"' 
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know tiie time prescribed — lome come witii their rates ap to this period- 
others to another date— one Collector will take the money at the hustings — the 
other will not On some occasions, the voter, when once disallowed and taken 
fonnd to the High Bailiff^ is stmck off without appeal—in other instances he 
tt told to come again. Add to this the inclination to admit certain Electore, 
whom usage, so sa^rthe paid Collectors, has allowed to vote without payment^ 
tiiey being rated without payment ; this was the case with certain Church 
Dignitaries during the last Election ; and it need not be added, that these 
gentry always go against the popular candidate. 

In the third place, — ^Tbe present system admits of all sorts of tricks and 
mancenvres at the poll. The Collectors have, from their local knowledge, a 
tnlerably acoirate acquaintance with the manner in which an Eleictor when he 
comes up will vote. If they know hun to be favourable to the side for which 
tkey inspect^ they make no remarks— if otherwise, every cavil is frequently 
employed to obstruct and gain time ; so much so, that the Committee of R^ 
fimners' at both the last Elections was obliged to advise the Electors to make 
no demonstration either in the parishes or at' the hustuigSi of the way in which 
they should vote, but proceed quietly to the hustings, and keep their inten- 
tioD concealed to'the last moment. Upwards of 150 pretended Electors were 
polled in one day for Sir Murray Maxwell— they had never been rated— the 
Collector being inspector for Sir Murray, said nothing; A squadron of a simi- 
lar sort, and about the'same numberl was coming up the next day ; fortunate- 
ly^ an Elector belonging to the Reform Committee haf^ened to be p^raonally 
aeqoainted wti&tliAUPiiuMunpAiMu^: h* wm ifupector the next day, and ob- 
jected to every vote— the case was so flagrant that they were all disallowed. 
Tfais'will serve to show that intrusting so much power to persons who are so 
exceedingly partial, must have a fatal influence over the freedom of Election. 
If the Collectors will snflSsr those who have no votes to poll for their own party, 
it follows that they will impede those who have votes from polling against their 
own party. 

In the foorth placCy- There is no proper check upon the Collectors, for they 
alone caii kpow the real state uiider which each Elector presents himself at 
the hustings. They alone have the books. Copies of their books are not 
allowed in evidence ; In cases of change of residence they frequently keep the 
name of* the former occupier on the ratCi If it serves their purpose. There are ' 
many trifling circumstanoes which may enable him to reject a tender of the 
rate ftom the new oocnpier, who, upon coming to poll, knows not whether he 
has a vote or not : aH he knows b that it depends on the^good pleasure of foe 
Collector.* This circumstance Influences many Electors,' for it is very natural 
that, ft man should prefor voting for a party where he Is sure to have his vote* 
allowed^ than where he is sure to have Ins vote contested. It is irapos^e 
that the volunteer inspectors of the popular Candidate should be in pbitession * 
of sndt a number of merely sntf foots,' as may enable them'to ^imd as a cor-' 
fcetivtt agamtt tsriflm dociments ; comequently for want of better mean of- 
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|>fecaiitioDy they are forced to make objectioiM upon tte report of caiivaiiei% 
and have thus sometimes obstmeted the polling of even their own friends. 

To give a power of disfiraacbinqg to the High Bailiff when that officer acta 
solely upon the information of ex-fwrU evidence, k contrary to CTery maiim 
of law and reason ; and the natural conclusion is, that it was never intended 
that the. first consequence of non-payment of rates sboald be disfranchise- 
ment, seeing that that non-payment may not arise from any actual &nlt 
or defalcation of the Elector, but from the malice and cunnmg of the GoK 
lector ; and seeing that even if it does arise from actual incapacity to pay in 
money, the first remedy of the Collector should be to distrain. We hav^ 
in fact, reason to know that of tbo many hundreds disfranchised at tjde last 
Election, there was not one who, upon distraint, could not have satisfied: 
the demand; indeed very many were individuds in good circnmstances^who had 
sought and could not find an opportunity of paying their arrears. According^ 
to the present system, the Returning Officer, by his ioU didtiMf determmes 
what gives the Elective Franchise in Westminster; or, what is worse, he, hf 
his sole dictum, determines in what manner he shall apply a rule of his own to 
a case of his own; or, at best, a case made oat for hun by partial and inflnenced 
evidence. It would be better for the popular cause in Westminster if som^. 
w^uat but taoana6/e rule were established, than that there should be only a - 
chance of justice left by an appeal to a variable authority. There are as many . 
votes lost by the doubt and delay as by the actual denial* We have selected^ « 
an indtvidnal caie for the inspection of the reader,. not becanse it.is in itself 
worse than many hundreds which occurred, but because «* 1im. been.mada - 
the subject of legal investigation. The case of Mr« Mfutm vriU serve to • 
show that the High Bailiff refused a vote, which was to all intents and porposea ; 
a good vote. It will show that he took tha word of the Collector, without any 
further proof, as the sole rule for his conduct. It will show that vriien a Col« : 
lector said he had called for the rate but did not receive it, the JBlector might > 
deny the assertion, but would deny it in vam; and equally fimitless would be^ ^ 
his assertion, that, had the Collector called, the money would have been paid; 
his tender of the money would be no less in vain. In either and in all of these -» 
circumstances, an Elector, duly rated, and paying rates when demanded, was 
disfranchised because the High Bi^liff so willed it. The decision of the ^ 
Magistrates goes, it will be seen, directly to contradict that of the High Bailiff, 
and we entertain no doubt whatever that an action will lie against that Officer ^ 
at common law. We understand, indeed, that another case is to come befi>ro 
the Court of ping's Bench, and, if necessary, will be poshed to a still higher ,, 
tribunal. 
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GA8B or MK. MARTIH. 



1* 



* MR* RoiitM Maktiit cottmenced UmaM at hkdy-dxf, isitf, of t&6 ii6iui 
No. er, fibvitMtteet, Orosvellol'-^iiare. John Leeson, of 41 DaneMtreet^ 
Ooltector of tke p6oi*8-rate, soon aftenmtds OaU«d for payment of an arrear o^ 
IkMe yeats dite from one Hammond, the precodittsr tenant. I^. Martin then in- 
Ibrmed tho Coltector of the time of the commtencefment of hb own tenani^, and 
Mltf that he would pay from that perM. At the general eleetion in /one, l3l8, 
he went up with others and polled for Sir francis Bnrdett only; Leeson, the 
6»lleetor, being on the hoatings at the thne, as ittspeetor for Sur Morray Max- 

A short time pretioal tatbe last election^ Bfr. Martin, having I^amt that the 
High Bailiff and the poor'^-rate collectots had, doiin^the farmer electioii,' oh- 
jtetM to the votes of inme persona who were in art-ears ibr po6f^s-^te, had the 
preetitttionr to take a witess whfa him, and called oh Leeson'to payhis rates t 
li» waited till Leeson, whd Was in bed, gotnp; and, ill the pre^n<ie of hil' 
wItaeM, said, that he was come to pay his pooi^t-rate. Leeson replied, that' 
he might be damned, find his witness too; aiid peremptorily refosed to receive 
the money* 

Bbi Martm afterwards aCtendeid to TOte fyt Mr. Bobbonse, when IJikabA,* 
the Cdlaetor , n hm w w t tb^ JhAikAtftor «ir Wt. T-isttib, objected to his vote, od*^ 
tha grbiMd 'that Mf. Matlin's ntee was not inserted in the rate-boo'k, add on 
that gronB<) alone the High BaiHff disallowed his vote* 

Aftte the close of the electidn however, leeson, the Cdllector, applied tb ' 
Marlborh«gh^«treetpoHce-offiee,'aiid obtained a snmmons fi-om two niiagii- ' 
tratea for MlTi Martm, to shew cAnse why he refhsed and neglected to pay 5^ 
6^. 8d., typing ^ambnnt of fonrqioarten (from Lady-day, 1818, to Lady-day, ' 
1819} poor, highway, watch and pating-rate, asseteednpon him'in titfe parish 
of 9t. George, Hanorer-aqoare. 

On dm 99th Jnne last, Mr. Hayward attended for Mr. Martin, and stated ^ 
the particolars of the case, and the general conduct of the collectors at the two 

last deetions, to the sitting magistrates, Robiirt Baker and '^ , ' 

Eiqnires ; and contended, that as Leeson had objected at the hnstldgs to Mr. 
Maartfai's vote, on the ground of his not behig rated or asseilied, he cotdd not 
nofw be Uabte to the payment of that year's attessment: in wbictt bpidion the 
magistrates concurred, and accordingly dismissed the snmmons. 

At the above hearing, Mr, Martin and his witness swore positively to the ten- 
der made to Leeson, the Collector, and his refosal to receive it, without giving 
any reason whatever for his so doing; and on Leeson being questioned by the 
Magistratea on the subject, he stated that he did give a reason for the refusal, 
which was, diat by the k>cal Act of Parliament for St. George's parish, he was 
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•Dtitled to demand payment for the acenuog qnarter at well at for the atrean;, 
bat this statement was by Mr. Martin and his witness most posltiTely denied. 

On the 27th of July last, Leeson, however, obtained another snnunons for 
the same purpose from the same-Bolice CMj^ce; and on Mr. Hay ward's at- 
tending it on the Srd of Aagost/ he objected to the Magistrates proceeding 
again on the same business, after a similar summons had been proceeded on 
and disch^rg^d; but the then sitting Magistratei^ Robert Balc^ ^i^ Henry 
Moreton . Dyer, Esqaires, overruled the objection. [Mr. Baker giving as a 
reason, that on the former hearing he vras not aware of the provision in the 
Stat. 17 Geo. II. cap. zzxviii^sect. If, which rendered the person occupying 
liable to the payment of the rateS| although his name was not in the original 
assessment.] 

It was than contended on Mr. Martini behalf that it woald b« Ibe height 
of iiyastiee ta gnitt a distieai vtanani (the reasedy sought) t» evferce pay* 
mont of tbotoltico qnarten, which eveoby the Cottector'f ow^a da Hs si op, 
had h9m tendered and aafuaed.; and that altbeagb he miglrt be aathorised tv 
demand paymentof a* aenniag ^pattei^ be was net jostified in ratiising ta 
rficeive what vraa Mtqally dMt mdependem of the imppobability of the Col- 
l^ctor'aHoiyi and the eentHMlictiongivea tp it; and the Golleetor npon behlg: 
askiM by Mjr, Bakes how be wonld take, the wamatr whether Ibr the whcd«' 
year, or the two last ^oarters^ replied, 4iuKt he. wonli leave it entirely t6 the' 
Magiatiatea; and it vra^.settkdt that hp should consult the Vestiy (by whosa 
ord<lf»h»-Mid hm^mtm atftendeii) ftirthcronlbi^tabjeeti aadthepartiea agreed 
to metot again, at one o'dodt on fXkiMdasR *h«. -iaiIk Ani^«». 

Tha paniea attandfd again M the last asenlioned day^ and Leesonthe CoU 
lector stated^ tkat be should not ask tbe ])|agistsatea hr any opAer in parti- 
cnlar, but shoidd leave the business entbrely k» their bands ; wheh the Biagis- 
tiates, Mr. Baker, and Mjt* Dyatv dedded, that m Mr. Mutm had actually 
tendered to Leeson the amount of te half year fteaa Lady-day to Michmfanas, 
be could not haive a. diitiesa warrant ibrnegleeting and relhsbig to pay it, and 
accordingly disaaisaed tbe oomplaini witli^ costs; upon which Mr. Marthi im« 
mediatftlyiHdddovni the amovnt of liie half year from Mickaeltnte to lady- 
day, and sUted bis deteimiiwtioB to punidi the Cdltioter if poahible, for hia 
relhsal ta take thefisst half yeav when tendered prior to the Eleetl4n> since it 
WAS in consequence q£ that illegal' refwalttiM tie Mgb Bailiff ha4 presumed 
todisflnttduaahitt. 
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No. II. 



THE BLUDGEON-HIRING. 



A TBBBXBiiT protettatioft of ionoeenoe and a secret consdoiiHieM of gwlt 
are old coupaiiions. The THugiy however, have improved on this ciMHiaihnr» 
by adding another ally— the crimination of others for ofiencet which they koaw 
they have committed themselves. The managers of Mr, Lamb's electioa, aM 
Mr. Lambhimselfy complained of an ergamxed ^iterraptiondireeted against hiin- 
self and against his voters.' They had themselves previously hired sev«al hondred 
blodgepn-men^. as has been ahready recorded in the aecoont of the Section. 
The Reformers exposed their practices, Mr. Hobhonse and Sir Francis Bar> 
dett denounced them from the hnstuigs. . Bot the Whigs positively denied all 
knowledge of such transactionsi and persevered in their cfaaife against the 
Reformers. The 600 hired bladgeon-meny and the hoiMmeu of the Whigi» 
notoriously «ommAiieAd tha aflray «i th^^iase of the dcction. The Wings in ' 
the Chromde, and Mr. La|nb in his last address^ still positively denied all 
knowledge of such hiriugy and as positively cfaai^^ the disturbsnee upon tbe 
Reformers^ and upon the speeches of Sir. Francis Bnrdett and Mr. Hobhonafeb 
ITie latter gentleman again repelled tiie. falsehood, and, together with the 
committee d Reformers, again asserted the fact, now notorious to the whole 
metropolis, namely, that the Whigs had hired the bludgeon*men, and that to 
the ruffians so hired, and to the buff and blue horsemen, was to be imputed the 
origin of the whole afiray. . The Chronicle did not venture an ejcplicitaaawery 
but still iusinuated that the Whigs had not Mned any such indiridnals* 

A few days after the close of the election, summonses were granted by the 
court of requests against one Bond, a Bow-street officer, for the amount of 
certain sums which he liad agreed to pay certain individuals .for specified ser- 
vices. The complainants swore that they, and many others, had been hired 
by Bond, at ^ve shillinp a-day, to Mu and hoot, and make aa mu^ n»i»e a» foB^ 
siMe, when 8h FrmiuM Bwrdett and Mr. HMouBt were gpea^ and to hoMana 
loudly as possible when Mr. Lamb was speaking.* The court aUowed the de- 
mand, and ordered Bond to pay the money. 



* See the Times newspaper, 19th March, 1819, for the details. 
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Men of no more than ordlaary ananuice wodd have been hapn^ to let tho 
matter^ as far as- they were conceraedy drop here. They wonkl have bee* 
ha|>py to kt it be thought possible that Bond had not acted from their orders ( 
but the Whigs are bolder men) they resolved still to find an opportanity of 
denying their own gnilt. and of criminating the innocent. Their non-payment 
of those whom* they had hired was ninning a risk of discovery, whicby letting 
alone the meanness of it, none wonld have has^arded but themselves. The exr 
pedient they adopted wa»a'aotable onew By the ancient institutions of this 
countiy, all the individuals of a- hundred were supposed to be interested in the 
defence of that hundred,, and* the maintenance of the peace. By the same m* 
•titufions^ all the individuals are commanded to have the means of deftnca 
always ready;, that is to-say, are commanded to be furnished with arms for In- 
dividual and mutual protection. Nothing could be more jmK than that when pro^ 
Tided with such means, the hundriders should be responsible for their inactivity 
whenever they fiiiled to employ them in preservUigthe peace, which they were 
also oommanded to keep, and were made responsible for neglecting so to dOk 
by payment ont of their own pockets for the damage which ipight be incurred 
by their neglect 

Nothing can be more unjust than that when sndi means are taken away by 
^eaet of parliament, they should stiU be supposed in existence, and the Qo» 
employment of them pnnished byanother act of parliament; yet such was the 
iiijnstioe committed by tho'framera of anaci, which, amongst many other btegh 
ings, w»owe to tbv Whigr. We mean the riot act: one of the clauses of whieh 
still makes the hnndreders liable for damages eemmitted daring si breaclrof 
the peace, and-grants an actionagainst any two individoals of theholidred whons 
the plaintiff may please to select- for the reoovBry of damages and costs; . Tho 
Whig masters of the country had before taken pretty good care tt>-keep dowa 
ifm disaffected*; and the possession of arras by each honsdiolder,' formiiiijr a 
part of the law of the land,:, vras now nothii^ bnt a fictiom employed- as a prea 
text for exactions,, and converted* from the real defence into the netnal spoli^ 
tion of the people. 

The Westminster Whigs then, havings faired- a gang/ to attack the people,; 
and haying thua in effect broken their own window^ reiolvied to make tli» 
people pay for what they,, the Whigs, had donef< and- to- this end they^fiad » 
Whigact*of parliament just snited to their purposes.- They determine to pra^ 
seente the hundred* Thia- sunple piroseefttion would bare satisfied some pepplei' 
bnt the Whigs wonld^lo more; their objact was to 'renew their false chsnga^ 
OB the Reformera, andtotbrow the wMe blame-of the^braaehet of the peaen* 
ofr their p^tieal antagonists. For this purpose^ they- selected Sir Feancfi^ 
BnsdettandMr.FlaceftomtbeotherhnBdffCiderSj sothalth«aetieBittig|[it^.iv 
appearance^ |o theae who knew neither- the foet'iior thelaw,. scfem* to hint;* 
thatthe breaking(Of the windows at the-daseol^ theelantieirwarftirlyrtnieewrr 
bla to tbooondact'of those two indivithials and- thecommHtee of Reformen; 
That Micbiwas the iateatioB there cstt be na donbt whMTCl': and^the'deiual' 

« D 
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•f that intentiMi by Mr. Scarlett, tbe commX for flie plaiiitiA, wu no ten lidi. 
cnlous than the confirmation of that denial by the lord chief jnsdee, who \m0 
nothing about the matter, wai altogether gratmtoos. In lact, the WMga now 
boasted that they had selected these two gentlemen, because they had both ai^ 
aerted, <« that the MThigs had hired a mob, and they wished to give theaa an op^. 
I^ortnnity of proving the troth of so acandalons an assertion/' Fwm tiiis motivi 
to the throwing the rioting on the Reformers, the conseqnenee ia immediate 
and Inevitable ; if the Whip showed that the Refinrmen conld not prove the 
hiring on them, the dednction was, that the rioting commenced with the |>eoi 
pie, instigated, of course, by the Reformers. We think we need say no mori 
on Mr. Scarlett's assertion. As to « the scandalons assertion of the Refonoen/ 
we have already brought the hiring to Bond. The Whigs knew iSm. They 
knew they had hired Bond, and they had also, or might have had, tolerably 
certain evidence, that the Reformers were acquainted with this lact. In troth, 
the Reformers were minutely aware of every detail. Some of Ihc hwed men, 
from regret, and others, out of anger at not being paid, had ijiven voluntary 
evidence to the Reformers; and, besides these means of detection, It appears^ 
that when the bludgeon-men were driven back by the people into Mr. Lamb's 
central commtttee4iouse, the papers of the sud honest working committee 
were dispersed, and some of them snatched up by some one who conveyed theni 
t» the Reformers, and thus furnished whatever proof might have been wanting 
of the lact so strenuonriy denied !#y the Whigs. But the letter from Bond to 
Macdonald was not part of the papers so dispersed. Theinfiituation witfi whicfc 
they dared the Reformers to this proof, is hardly to be accounted for on any 
common principles. But dare them they did, by these actions, seven of 
which were brought against Sir Francis Bordett and Mr. PhMe, as persons who 
had baaarded so scandalous an assertion. 

: Jt js fit to observe in this place, tiiat the Whip, by bringlDg the acdons, didf 
not, however, give so very feir an occasion, as they*protested, to afford the. 
Reformers the means of incnlpat'mg them ; for those at all^acquainted with the 
law, will at once perceive, that there vras scarcely any chance of nonsuiting the 
plaiptifis. The windows had been broken; the hundred was, on the first view 
of the case, nndonbtedly liable; and nothing but the direct proof that the' 
plaintifis had themselves hired a mob, which had occasioned the breakuig of 
their own windows, could procure a verdict for the defendanfei. Hmt thtf 
Wh%;s were perfectly well aware of this difficulty, which was only a legal dl&' 
ficnlty, was seen by the line adopted by their connsel, Scarlett, who did Insf 
ntBM>st to prevent the connexion between the actual phdntiff in the first canse, 
WUkttrt^ and theeonfeesed hirers, being proved* When, in theconrseofthe 
trial, it came ent»that Mr. Macdonald, the chairman of Mr. Lamb's central 
committee, had been the very person who had hired Bond $ when that gentle* 
van waaforced to own that fact, the lemaimng step was neeeasarflyto ptt^ 
vent Mr. Wishart from being Implicated in tiie tranaaetioos of Mr. Macdonald. 
Thai Mr* Wlabart had bean an active partisan and attendant npott Mr* lAnVa 
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fonniiitl«e4>o<mi, there was abundant evidence ; bat here Mr, Macdonald: 
^Hag owned that he had employed Bond to hhre.raffians, resoWed to help 
off hie friend Mr. Wishnrt from any participation in that dirty traniaction; 
Ihtt he didy by takmg the vriiole offence upon himself ; and» moreover, by the 
moat extraordinary of all assertions, that the WhigB had no ngular cmmmUeem 
The readers of the first trial, Jevrell venut Belshaw, will observe, that even 
Mr. Scarlett himself had designated Jewell's honse as that ** where Mr. JLomCe 
teKbrtd commiiiee was hdd,** To be sore. Counsel Scarlett conld hardly know 
that the Whigs would thiok of setting epr such a pretext as that resorted to by 
Mr. Macdonald. The Whig advertisementi were all dated from **Mr. Lamb't 
eommiUu-roomk" The words <^ CommUtee-RMKe* were placarded over Jewell's 
house, in Henrietta-street. Mr. J^Mmb dated from hit eommiHee'room. The 
letters of thanks to the voters were all dated from Ats eommttles-roam. The or* 
ders given were always given in and by the eommiitee* There was a regular 
treasurer, Mr.Boyoe Combe, who drew, for the electioneering funds* placed: 
in the hands of Harries and Co» There was always a sitting chairman; and. 
Mr. Macdonald himself gave himself out to be the ostensible chairman, ui the. 
newspapers, and in the very first handbill ; all of which were signed <' James 
Macdou ALO, CAaJTHMn." Chairman of vrhat? o£ the meommUtie, Mr. Dixoik 
Holmes, on the trial, swore that he was eecrOmry to Mr. LaMe eeniral commiitee.. 
That Mr. Macdonald, upon oath,.should have, made such an assertion, may prober 
his loyalty to his party; but as fi>r the trifling moralities which it infringes, they 
must be strangers to the man iwUu ftdvAntiw^ n]<*h aiogolar pncticca. The de* 
fence, however, as fi» as the main cause is concerned, is just such as the Re» 
formers must have desired* The birino by the Whios was coHFESssn bt 
THE Wflio^HiRBB* Thot wiUcA the Whigs dared the Rtfermen to proee^ wom 
frenei by the Whige. We must not forget to mention here, tbat the evidence was 
rether extorted than volunteered. When Mr. Macdonald understood tbat he 
was to be subpoenaed by t^e Reformers, he affected surprise ; he made no small 
effort to prevent the subprnm^ from being served upon him; and, at last, acfn* 
aQy left town just previously to the trials, no person at his honse knowing where 
he was going; but his route waa traced, and he wasfoUow^ by a gentleman of 
the Reformers' committee and tlie attorney for the defendants, who not only 
served the snbpcsna upon him, but gave him plainly to understand, that the * 
Reformers were in possession of. certain proeft that he, Jcm^s Mae d $ mM , had . 
been the actual hirer of Bond and his ruffians. Mr. Macdonald was favored 
with a sight of the following letter, which had come into the possession of the. 
Reformers:— 

<< To JAM£S MACDONALD^ Esq. 

^ Sirjn-Aa I did not receive any counter instmctions from the Comnlittee on : 
Monday evening, I employed Eighiy^ men on Tuesday teaf tend the Hustings. 
-rFprty men under the command of Mas^rman, Twenty<^fonr under SaiUer, ' 
and Twenty-one nndet Milwood.and Bmnfer., .Theie men hasernot been paid; < 
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1 J M^^j M«k»dend M TufwUy. I lM!«iWy hope y«tf 

Semen, '^on^ *^^^f''**»^TtVt^^!^^ 
,.^««k«, f inmbKog lie *. their me^y. - two of **»^;, •"T'^;"^ 

•r anielf end tenily. ' . . 

* I em, 8b, wi*-ewy «•«*»«* "f «*P*^ 

•' W. BOND, 

I 

aiNffee.bly taterropted ; brt we «iM *• tfcet gentleBiMi *• J-** tojv 
that he pot . good ftee apoa the «rtt«r, end fw-iied to telljhe 'A^ ** 
wh«.e«»taed. Weh.*ediHK«ed.fth.A.O«««««««-rti«H-.wo.^^^ 

twb e. the other put. .f Mr. Mwsdewld* e»ide«e. trt«h .. he *» •^•^ 
cdled V lHfeod«t^ I)ef«iid«Dttf GoMwel «dd not hy the nde. of e^d^ 

Mke to iimaidete hit oMi te.thi.eoy, or Mt. Mwdonrid wo>M «•'•'«««». 
•, littie espMed, i» apite ef the eneoiwagiiig imnet of the teni C. J. Abhott. 
Mr.lbwdomildMid hehlredthewiiieiitokeepthepeaoe,«id,rtMii^«i^ 
iMd Chief JMtioe Abbott leeMod to epproTe thb hWi«- * , _ .^ 
j»tiee bthoi reari»aeabr.>«Bg «««««• *«t there « m Act of P«rt^ 
MM bi dtfect opp«ilti9D, and ferWddlns thto hiitag of peMe*eeper. 1 1 1 Brt 
i»e hwe more to «y o« tU. heU. Olie* Mred by Bond to Mre o*er» C«ml 
they«m«»tedt«lM) poii»i«ly .we»e that they were hired to Mmmi»»»t 

tokeepthepeaee? Brtwhytokeepthepewef &d the peace been brotenf 
Mr. MacdonaM lay. hebeanl *»"« ef Mn Ui»Vt wterahootesd, and »aw «»« 
»all«at«do.Wti.gfcrtfceWh%ea«lidate. We a» loath to coottadwt . 
«.tlkBian,-«ipeciaHy a gMHenm npen eath, bat bqwd the hBdng we *» 
ptofaf ow «ttw disbelief of any «Mh naltrealaieab Ibe fcet «»>f*«*« 
b^ generaBy kn«w; bat was there evw the ilMhtMt dhtwrbance-^ dH- 
tarfaanee rocoided by the paper* a* ocowrhig at or near the Hwthip n^the 
Alt Satnkby of the Election, when Mr. I*niWi ftiend had hired the Brown 
Bear par^» Ve mf poMvely iM»-«nd we a*er ttat we know that Mr. 
Bia«donald»o*je«t,and*a«oftheWhlgi, in Wring their patty and the otter 

parties •fterw•rd^ was to prevent the Reformen from bebig heard, and so W 
serve as a connterpofae to the hisses and hoottegs with ^Ich Mr. U»b w» 
regaled by the people; W(UUr, a witness on the trials, posWtrely swore that 
the diMcticpi gw«n to hia 1^ Bond had mMv UitmUhihe fnuahm tf 
jl^, X^MtttetAm. Bat we had even a better eWdenee than Waller, for Mr. 
Lm thoffi^ ConsteWe wa^lnCoart, and wob» h«»e proved, had the ooutte 
•f Oa.Xdd allowed fahn to be oalM, that on the nwnyng iif the deie of tike 
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FdH, h« went to Mr, LmVt Oonmittee Roomy and toU Ifcem that If Uny 
HA not dismbi tfieir blddgeoil-meii» lliere wooM be « diitnrlNUiQe ; and added, 
Ikat if tliey wanted additional Coaitables; widch they did not, he would pfo» 
onre tbem at the Thaniet Poliee; and the hhred men being dioniMedy h^ 
would be aofwerable Ibr the ptnseiration ofthe peaotk Mr. Lee would have 
proved that which all Wettmintter knew-^at titeie had been no dittnrbance 
whateyer piofionfly to the Whigs hiring their gangpi^ and that he attributed 
the whole dkturbonee to the hta'ed gangs; and yet Mr^ Diion Holmes» 
Seeretaiy to ike No- CwmUi ief and Mr. Maedonaldy Ghalnnan to the JYo* 
CommUUey chose to swear that proteetUm nut wantiog for theur ?oters-«-that 
apprehension was entertamed they would not be allowed to poll on the last 
days of the Election-Mud that tbe bludgeon-men Were hhred solely as Con- 
stables, and for want of Constables. 

Periiaps the reader may Wish to know why Mr.Bond% men were not paid*< 
Mr. Secretary Holmes says in his evidence, he was instructed not to pay them 
because they had *' not peHbrmed what 'diey w««' hhred for/* We must do 
Bond tiie justice to say thit there was only one tegnhr ighting man, DoUy Smithy 
hi his gang, and we may now tell what Hm complaint was against Bond. Here 
will be introduced a woithy Whig Condyntor eif Mr; James Macdonald, one 
CaptahiPrescott, who mndoMs political debut at the last Westmfaister Election. 
This Captain hunted in the same couple with Mr. Macdonald, and he it 
was that dismissed Bond andhis IM. But what lor? Was itfor not hefping 
the peacef Bond and im naiiaid myrmidoiis thought not» fiur CaptamPres^otf • 
alleged complaint was — ^diat they haa 4mm wAm^ «« a«^ « 4mm» gvvd men 
wnM Udt *em ittJ^ These were his very words, as would have been sworn to 
if the evIdeDce had proceeded. Reader,' recollect Mr. James Macdonald^ 
mIA .that he hired the men for Constables, to keep the peace Iff 

Singular, however, must it seem, that the best description of man for a 
Wki§: CmifeNr should be a downright hiflian,* and still more. singuhur most 
it seem that the Bow-Street men' whd we^ employed in this way should be so 
little conscious that it was in the way of keephig the peace that Bond mtreated 
not to be brought forward, as he was sore of being dismissed for being so 
employed ;,t and one Sadler, another Bow-street Oifieer, m order to conceal 
his share in such peace-keeping, aetnally changed his name, and chose to call 
himself Smith, t 

* In the evenmg of the last Saturday before the dose of the Election, the 
Whig agenU went to a Public House by the waterside m Scothind Yard, 
resorted to by coal^HMtem^ and otbar men who work upon the wharfi ; they 
put pots of beer upon nil the tables, and then **nmg(mi who wiU hoDeJhe 
dmhig$ adii^;beerwdginttobea******§^rugUmiathekMttaig8.*' 

f la fact, he was for this very conduct suspended from his office. 

t This Sadler was one of the evidences subpcenaed, and stopped by Hie 
course of the 
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.. Oitof W. Waltar impcaho to baye entwtou^ dtftent fievs of tfi«.«14»el 
wbicfa his W|iif*4iurm preleiid to have \u4 m view. Tbe reader will lecoUcet 
lii» evidenee— he will reoollect. that WaMer** notion of bis en^loyaBent.wa% 
that he. Bond, and Go. (for he was one of the tt$) were to ettend at the 
•ontb end of the Hnstings- that ^ he would easily know the party tfaerey*-^ 
(indeed it was iinposiible not to recognise such ralfians)— that th^ were t» 
pnveiU Vpier$ for HMi9it$e and otsiff #ib«M /or Lionfr— that they weretohwm 
l^amby bat, when Hobbonse spoke, make the m$tt diseordiui nsiset ptuSkU ;-^tfaat 
be. Waller, was so disfosted at the peofrie employed and the employment, 
le^piired, that he declined acting m the field, bat consented to act as Cleik to. 
Bond, and to make oat ftir copies of men's names to be given in to Mr. Mac* 
dimald abd Caplaiii Presoott ^-^that he accordingly did make oat the said lists, 
went with Bond to Lunb's General Committee Room, and saw that Bond 
l|ad received the money of. CSaptain Prescott and Mr. Macdonald, $L fiom 
Pres^tt, $1. fHm Maedo«4d» and assisted in paying the t$i men;--^that/or 
this employment he was to receive what Bond called a Captain's pay, sctfea: 
diiilrogsaday;-Hhat be was taken to one Tsplia's, at tbe Ship, in James^treel^ 
Covent Garden, and there saw the gangi receive money and drink ;— that bo 
was still disgnsted with his employmeat, and after actuig on the last Monday/ 
and Tuesday of the Election,* declined any fiirtber aid. Mpreovor, that on 



* The reader nay not object to see one of the accounts drawn op by Wisiler 
fbr Bond, delivered into the Whig Committee:— 

CASfiTRBCEIVBO ; CASH PAID: 

February ST. Mr Macdonald 5 Paid for Crib and Self .... 6 

28. lir. Prescott / 5 Dittp .. Masterman ...... 14 O 

March 1. Of Ditto ...» 6 Ditto .. MUwood's party . i 6 10 O. 

' S. Mr.Macdonald U Ditto .. Dolly Smith's ditto it >8 

■ Ditto . . Masterman's ditto 10 7 

£fr Ditto .» Sadler's ditto .... 6 S 

• " Ditto . . at the Ship, in "J 

James-street, for ren«sh. Sill 9 
ment' j 

Pony's Bill as deUvered ..430 

Bond's extra expenses .... 2 

Paid 5 Captains 2s. extra ) ^ ^^ ^ 

each 5 

Wm. Brown and party , • . . 3 O 

38 12 9 
Cash received. .. .27 



Doa to me, Wm. Bond; £n t9 9 
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^ei day afl«ni6oD (tfa^eh tf he fearnt from i3ond tfaftt be had not htkn Me 
'to i^rocorfe all thfe money, and Bond desired him to teU this to the men em* 
l^toyed under Bond ; this he did at half-past fonr, after the Hastings' bnsmesi 
^as over, at Taplin's, the Ship. The nien w^re furious— they swore that aa 
he had written tlieir names down, he'shmdd pay them, or they wnUd knock out 
kh hikuiu. He slipt ikway nnder pretence of finding Bood, and the gang 
iMooming outrageous at his not returning, actuaUy broke TapUn'a windows,* 
' 'And yet these mild persons, who disgusted WaHer so mnch, were of a quiet 
profesiion, being chiefly watermen^ dostmen, Coal-heavers, and costermon- 
gers, in comparison with the peace-keipera |»rovided chiefly by Mr. Macdonald'i 
Achates, Captain Prescott. This worthy Whig captain, It ifeems, went di* 
rectly to the best man of the profession ; one whom Sir M. Maxwell's friend^ 
Vad already niade familiar with Electioneering duties, and who was aa wilUng 
to hoist the buff and blue standard as he had been to parade the orange 
colours of the conrt. Thia was Caleb Stephen Ramsbottom, alias Caleb 
Baldwin: Hie man made no secret of his employment, and volunteered 
the intelligence,^ vi^ich, had the evidence proceeded, he would have shewtf 
in court. Caleb Baldwin then ktated, that Captain Prescott himself Came to 
him at twehoe d^cloek one night at the beginning of the Election, when he wai^ 
in bed, at his residence in J>uck-lane, Westminster, and told him to hire ab&uti 
a dozen men to bigin with ; that he was kept on himself during the whole of thir 
Election, but that his men were employed only one day ;~that the three or 
four last days of the EtecttOQ he was employed to act as a sort of ald-de cainp, 
and walked to and fro from the Hustings to tfie Arown Bear, to keep the gang$ 
t6 their duty ; — that on the last day they wanted him to lead 50 Irish, but he re* 
fused, and chose rather to act as soperintendant general. That Tom ReynoUi 
(the fighting man) took the command of tlie Irish legion in his stead ; and that 
Tom acted also as Clerk at the Brown Bear, where all the fighting men^were 
paid; and that he, Caleb Baldwin, saw 361. paid the last time he waa there; 
That he saw Graves, the landlord of the Brown Bear, pay Dolly Smith, ttui 
boxer, and that there was still about 71. due to himself, Caleb Baldwin, for 
services during the Election. It always should be remembered, that Mr. Mac- 
donaid swore the men were hired, for want of constables, to keep the peace l!f 
That honest Caleb was well seconded, will be seen, when we mention that 
the persons assisting in chief were Hopping Ned, Tom Cribb, Randall, Eliai 
Sprey, the fighting coppersmith, the fighting Black, Bill Cropley, (who had 
tS men under him, and received ftOs, per diem for ten days of the Election), Bill 



"^ Taptin waa 'subpoenaed to prove this fact. He did not bring his actios 
against the hundred, as may be well imagined. Since the actions commenced, 
m meeting was held at tlie Brown Bear, Bow-street, and these scandalous 
accounts were adjusted. Nathaniel Graves, the landlord, was subpoenaed in 
proof* 
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Oibbonsi, PftddiogtoD Jwmx Xkey Wood» and allien tf lev notei bat of the 
same peaceable itami^^-coiidiicted by the said Caleb, and having for secood 
leader and paymafter, Tom Reynolds.* Again we entreat the readet tote- 
member, that Mr. Maedonald himself, nd Mr. lAmb, both at the Hastily 
and after the Elet^tion, and that the Whigs in the Chronicle^ and on their 
placardsi charged the Refonners with ergammg a force^ and totally denied 
inch a practice on their own parts. We beg him to remember^ that the Trial 
was contrived by the Whigs in order to throw the rioimg on the RefonnerSi 
and to defy the Reformers to make gpod their ^ scandaloos assertion,*' that the 
fVkigs had hired a per^y qf bUtdgeom-men ! ! ! 

It has been already said, that the Whigs Imving at first pretended that they 
conrted investigatiou, and sillily belieying that perhaps the Reformers would 
not think it ^orth while to defend the actionS| when th^ saw how matters 
were likely to tnm out, shifted their ground altogether ; and their Counsel, 
Scarlett, did his utinost to stifle the investigation in its birth, by insisting that 
the acts of the Committee ought not to be given in evidence nutii Mr. Wishart 
bad been by, evidence connected with the Committee and its acts. Mr« 
Counsel Scarlett's adroitness was reduced to the simple phrase — " I olfjeet U 
lAoT— << I«4f^ <o fAaT— <' Itigea to <ila<"— and the three qualifications of an 
orator— «ac<t0», ocfipn, aclio»— were, in Mr. Counsel Scarlett's hand, converted 
into three re|>etition8 of another resource— :o^'ecitoii, objeetum^ p^fdwn^ And 
yet the Whigf had dared the Reformers to the proof. It was merely accidental 
that so much of the evidence, as was sufficient to diHE>'<^««^ti>« '^^'''^S'^i «^d conu 
pletely pro^pe 4ra^ iu»m0y^ w».^»u ffcrc d to como out by the mouth of Waller, 
previously to the proof of the plaintiff',, Wishart, being a Committee-man. A 
erowd etf other witnesses were in court, had the boasted investigation been 
allowed to proceed — all corroborative of the same fact. But Mr. Maedonald, 
who, as Counsel Scarlett said, did nrt come cut ^ Norfolk Jor nothing, allowed 
the fact of his having hired Bondf and, ^ not bemg conn out qf Norfolk for 
nothing f* then twore that the hired gang, in which were included Caleb Rald^ 
win, Tom Reynolds, Hopping Ned, Padduigton Jones, t>olly Smith, Cribb, 
Ran^afl,; Elias Sprey,. the fighting Black, alias Day and Martin, Cropley,. Bill 
Gibbons, and Ikey Wood, were hired by the Whigs to keep the peace I li 
** Come out of Norfolk for nothing r — ^Indeed he. did not come out of Norfolk 
fornothing 'K*****4i**4i4tiit**%***'9 

Mr. Counsel Scarlett, said— <^ it (the hiring of the ruffians) was a measure 
<< taken to prevent the riot and confusion which was caused by the rabble, and 
<< which prevented Mr. Lamb's voters from gomg to the Hustings^that was 
^ the sole purpose— I say it was a legal and a laudable purpose. ' II is pfauB 
<* if they bad meant ,to. naket a riet or any. obstnictioB^ they wonhl have sent 
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* Reynolds, as well as others, was subpcenaed in proof. 
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^ ibttm to the north end of the Halting^ vrhereas yon see the north end was 
<' left entirely to Mr. Hobhonse'i voters* If Mr. Macdonald bad meant tp 
«< breed a riot, be would have sent them to the north end. The last day it 
*^ was fi>nnd thait Mr. Bond bad not done bis daty» and it was deterfnined that. 
'f he should not have any nore money than what be had received for the. first 
** day. The meaning of not having done his duty, I take to be tbis-^that the. 
** people were not so much protected as they should have been.'' . 

We cannot qnarrel with Mr. Scarlett for having, like lawyer Scpnt, <' a pro- 
per regard for bis fee^'-^nor for following bis brief. The Counsel, in order to 
denote his own penon*l entire ignorance of facts, said, indeed, in the cause 
'* Jewel vcrsKs Belshaw,*' that ** be did not know whether Mr. Hobbouse had 
been chaired or not." No wonder then we find in these few sentences so many 
downright falsities. No. 1— the protection of Lamb's voters the sole cause of 
hiring— /e/je ; hired to hiss and boot Mr. Hobhonse : nothing said about pro^ 
tecting voters. No. 2 — ** rabble prevented Lamb's voters gettmg to the 
HustingB'*--/a/stf; no distnrbance whatever until the first hiring day. No.,3— 
** a legal and laudable purpose." Not legal— against Act of Parlmment— land* 
able— sTtft in the e^es of a Whig. No. 4— rioters '^ sent only to south end — . 
never to north end'*^fdUe»' The Whig rioters came repeatedly to the n^rth end. 
Mr. Hobbouse was obliged to be protected going to the Hustings— the hissers 
and hooters were some of them just opposite to him on the Hnstmgs. 
Ko. S — ** Bond and party turned off fpr not protecting the people'*— /<i2i0; 
aay, •* for not breaking the people's beads;" or, as Captain Prescott said, 
** because a dozen go^d men would lick *em aH." But we repeat, <' a lawyer 
should always have a proper regard for his fee." Mr. Scarlett's opinion about 
Sir Francis Burdett being the greatest enemy to Reform, will be, worth listen- 
ing t0i when it shall be proved that Mr. Scarlett is the greatest friend to 
Reform. 

And here we have to observe, that although the Lord Chief Justice was 
perhaps right in' insisting on the previous connexion of the plaintifl> Wisbarty 
with the Whigs, who were proved in court actually to have hired the fighting 
men, yet bis Lordship bad no right in the world to encourage Mr. Macdonald 
in bis extraordinary account of the object and reason for which the Whigs 
hir^d the petu:e-maker$f Caleb Baldwin and Company. Nor was be justified 
by the law of the land, as we have already remarked, in stating that the said 
hiring was allowable, the object being to keep the peace. What made his 
Lordship stitl more incorrect, and, if we may say, decidedly partial, in bis con- 
duct, was the circumstance, with which be was well acquainted, that, as 
Mr. Macdonald's evidenee^ according to the course pursued, would naturally 
close the Trial, the defendants would not have the opportunity of calling their 
witnesses, then in OMirf, to show that the rioting had been committed and 
commenced by the bludgeon-men hired by the Whigs, Five or six vritoesses, 
and there might have been fifty, were snbpoenaedy and would have clearly 
proved that the origmal rtolerf were Whig rioters— many of them wearing bufi' 
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Bird bToe eolonn, citing out << limib fbreTer,** and knocking dowii/t»dKMii^ 
provocation f all those suspected of iaVonrHi| the Reform caiididaite. 'Ot die^ 
witnesses, some had themselves been assalilted; one was, together with an-' 
oUier voter, sevierely beaten by Mr. Hacdonald's extra cvnsfiiMes, for pdllit&f 
for Hobhouse. Very many of the Electon themselves, witnesses of the ahx>^ 
cioos scenes, and present at the Trial, were perfectly astounded at Mr.-Mac^ 
donaldls stating that the boxers were billed to keep the peace, and that the' 
peace had been first broken by the popoTace. -Mr. Lee, the High Constable, 
n respectable, an able, and an impartial man^ who was also in court, bnt could- 
not be examined, because the Whigs chose to stop the investigation* which^ 
they had chosen to begin, mtist have been peculiarly surprisett'; atid; when* 
the Counsel for the- defendants asked Mr. Macdonald whether be recollected 
Mr; Lee having' on the last day of the Election warned the Whig Committee^ 
to dismiss thetr gangs, Mr. Lee mnst^ we' presume, have smiled to hear Mr.' 
Macdonald profess htsrecollection did not serve him as to that advice, t 

As Mr. Counsel Scarlett pat his case to the Jury, and only stated that 
Mr. fViahart did not hiri the mob to break his oum tdndovoo; and as the extraor- 
dinary oathf that there was no committee, seemed to cut off all connexion be- 
tween the actual bludgeon hirers, Messrs, Macdonald and Prescottf we are not' 
at all surprised at thefinding of thfe Jury. The public, however, will have ob» 
sorted with satisfaction; thkt these ^ceHent individuals, notwithstandrog llr^* 
Macdonald's strange evidence, notwithstanding Mr. Counsel^carlett's re- 
peated speeches, notwithstandiiig Chief J*>«H«« Abbott wouid hardly allow* 
deliberation, but in a manner almost unprecedented, prevented them from' 
going out ; yet they did' presume to hesitate; they saw that some of the men' 
hired by the Whigs had actually broken the windows of the honse where idiey- 
were assembled, because they were not paid, having been such poor creatarei^ 

* Mr. Scarlett^ in his, speech, rednced the plaintiff^s case to this — ^* aU »t 
My ts, we did not hire a ^nub to break our own windows" . This was aUering the 
tone indeed. The Whig Counsel did not dare to stop where it was said he 
would stop— 4ie did not dare to say, ** aUwesojf is, we did not hire a mob,*' It 
was proved they dtd hire a mob. ^ • , . 

t We are anxious to repeat Mr., Lee's statepient: Mr. .Lee*s statement 
was this— that Mr. Lamb and his friends were ill used during all the ElectioB^ 
as far as hismg and hooting went, but nothing more ;— ;that he strongly de> 
precated the employment of the desperate gangs under the flghti)^ mm wiik 
JjomVs colours ; and that on the << morning of the last day of the Election &e 
<< earnestly requested that they ni^;ht be withdrawn, urging, that he.and his. 
** men could keep the peace if they were withdrawn, but not else ; that he had 
" soflGlcient force under him, and would have obtained more if he wanted it — 
<* and9.fiaaUy, that in Jiis opinion, all th^ miacbief which occurred i^^aao^g 
*< totheemploymeBtof tkeie^gs," ,...i 



411 

Unit ^ ft dOBUi^good mcn-VMiUl.lidc- fern alL^^ HMytiunic^t ^it Ifaetb poiMiU^; . 
that 8one of these men might haye been.amoBgit^ the rioten tfaa;t hnufcei 
Wiaharfc's midows-i-this made tiiem h^itilte; and Afn Spaiilett 'cai^fnlls& 
brengfat the whole foree of his aifument to shew that, sapposiag the nMk 
und^r Bond were hinsd, (as had befen .proved,) and.snpposUig they.had^ 
broken the windowsof one honse (as had been proved,) yet^noiproof had been^ 
brought to show. that Bond's men had broken Wishart's windows ;. or if ;thejf, 
bad, that Bond's mien were paid . by> Wishart to break. his own wjndctws.*; 
•Fatting, the case, in that way, it vrai not .easy to hesitate, long .about .the» 
▼erdict ; hot the hesitation proved that tk^;Jaiy, as well as every .b94y ^h^ 
perfectly nndencood the actual state of the.M^^. xt shows that ,tbey SjftW< 
distinctly, that the .Whigs had hired, mflkns; Qiat the mgm of ^le.distttrl^ 
ances was imputable to these ruffians; and that they guTc th^yerdiot f<H| 
the Plaintiff, solely because it could not technically be shewn, that he had 
hired men to break his own windows. 

little need be said of the action. Lord Sefton venus the same Defendants. 
It was in this trial that Mr, Counsel Scarlett objected to every thing. The diffi* 
culty of connecting his Lordship with the bludgeon-hirers, Macdonald and 
Prescott, was of course as great as before with Mr. Wishart. Mr. Scarlett 
thought there had. been exposure enough of his Whig friends, and he diverted 
the attention to himself. His comparison of << The House that Jack Built," 
with << the mob the Whigs hired," was wit of that ingenious kind which sets tha 
Bar in a roar, and b particularly becoming in Mr. Scarlett, who, however, 
was equally successful in another mood, when hts wmug tears from the iron- 
cheeked electors of Lewes,^ who would give him any thing but their votes. 
He is, we are given to understand — 

Affeciuum Isais ai poiens dmmnatw, she risus esseiti movendt, stee Inerymm, 

But as for his ^< House that Jack Built," we have to infonp him, that had the 
Westminster petition proceeded,' his friend and cfient Lord Sefton would have 
been found to have huU a house for himself, such as would have required mora 
tiian all Counsellor Scarlett's abilities to extricate him irom. 

It only remains for us in the name of the Electors of Westminster, friends to 
Reform, to express our grateful thanks to the Counsel, Messrs. Blackburne 
and Evans, for their successful efforts in behalf of the Defendants ; or, to speak 
more correctly, of the great cause, which tfiey had the courage to advocate. 
We say the courage — for, in a profession, of which not only all the honors, but 
all the emoluments, are in the hands either of the Party ta, or of the Party om#, 
of power ; it is almost too much to expect that there should be found a single 
individnal who will declare himself an mdependent man decidedly hostile to 



* Seeihe Morning Chronicle account of how Mr. Scarlett took leave of the 
£lectors->howtheyweptl how he was affected ) 
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large. WMn Mr. Tooke pleaded liis own eaise in the action in which BIr. Fox 
mrai the PMnlii; he ilftted that he hAd tMa that ittp; hecaate he dtd bot 
UMl it fidr toespote any Oeatlenan at the Bar to tha necesnty of uHcfteg' 
aemimenilB infarioas to hit interetd. Wttt was tine'theh is'tme now, and 
whatever may be the- real lentim eBi U of the nanaiy w«]l edototiBd men whd 
ehinpose the iearaed profeanon, the coiinandiag advantages held ont td tfaeih 
hy the one party", and the appamd lilemlity diiptayed, and tmI (Nivnte «n- 
cciteagemeiil obtained, by beeomiilg a partiaan pf the other set of politidaasy- 
■ojttst divide the whole bodybeiwaoa Hitf lV»fet uidf thellli^;'and lea¥<^' 
souriralt h single A«e ind n«^AcU^d legal fNitriot tb i^toted'nM tti^t the 
lawyen of fbnae^ agM ^f9f^n9ik»d amoaglto ^ first and t6neMi ifnatdiaitf ef 



fMftUo tlbei^. 
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